
A Moment when we Think we Might Die

• Sometimes it comes on slowly and we have time to think 

about, consider, and prepare. 

• Time to make promises and commitments.

• Other times over so quickly we had no time exept to think 

about what could have just happened.

• Either way, we have enough time to reflect and consider.

• 75 mph on freeway = 110 feet per second. 

• In the moment mortality knocks, all becomes crystal clear. 



From a Casual Acquaintance to Frightening Reality

we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out. 1Tim. 6:7-8

Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I 
return there. Job 1:21

When we are staring at death … we can taste these passages 

At that moment only one thing matters: 

Am I ready to meet my God?



Someday: Near Death will Become Death

Those who are working toward retirement in this world:

I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up 
for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God 
said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 
So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 
rich toward God.”  Lk. 12:19-20

Are we ready?  It is coming for all. 



Someday: Near Death will Become Death

We know it is coming 

And as it is appointed for men to die once,  Heb 9:27

God knows exactly when it is coming. 

Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in 
Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, 
When as yet there were none of them. Ps 139:16



• LORD, make me to know my end, and what is the measure 

of my days, that I may know how frail I am. 5 Indeed, You 

have made my days as handbreadths, and my age is as 

nothing before You; certainly every man at his best state is 

but vapor. 6 Surely every man walks about like a shadow; 

surely, they busy themselves in vain; he heaps up riches, 

and does not know who will gather them. 7 And now, Lord, 

what do I wait for? My hope is in You Ps. 39:4-7

• Can we manufacture this and put it in a bottle? 

• How can we keep such things in the front of our mind?

Someone Thought about this Long Ago



God wants us to be able to see the end, plan for the end. 

Break up our lives into years and set goals. 

We have a race to win. A course to finish.

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 
one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may 
obtain it.  25 And everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. 1 Cor 9:24-25

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, 2Tim. 4:7-8

This is God's Advice to All 



We can Wait until it’s Too Late … Or: 
We finish our years like a sigh.  The days of our lives are 

seventy years; and if by reason of strength they are eighty 

years, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is 

soon cut off, and we fly away. 11 Who knows the power of 

Your anger? For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath. 12 So 

teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom. Ps 90:10-12

This is the last week of 2025. Another milepost in the race.

We need to learn to number out days… Gain a heart of 

wisdom 



The Days of Our Lives

Seventy or by reason of strength Eighty

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

teach us to number our days,

that we may gain a heart of wisdom

…?



And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than 
when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is 
at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and 
let us put on the armor of light. Rom. 13:11-14

Every year, we have another opportunity to think about this. 

This is the 14th time I have preached this sermon.

We are 14 years closer to our Salvation becoming a reality. 

If we are wise … Don’t Need Near Death



As This Year Passed – So will our Lives



Teach us to Number our Days

Therefore, we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 

sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, Heb. 12:1

Gaining a Heart of Wisdom



Teach us to Number our Days

Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to 

such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and 

make a profit"; 14 whereas you do not know what will 

happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor 

that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 

Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and 

do this or that." James 4:13-16

Gaining a Heart of Wisdom



First Aired 1960 – 65 years ago

All Characters except Opie all passed from this earth.

Our life is but a vapor here for a short period of time 

then vanish away. 

Turn it over --- One Shake --
blank screen – they're gone 



As the life of a flower, As a breath or a sigh

So the years that we live As a dream hasten by

True today we are here, But tomorrow may see, 

Just a grave in the vale, and a memory of me. 

As the life of a flower

As a breath or a sigh

So the years glide away

And alas we must die

As the Life of a Flower ( 570)



d

As The Life of a Flower
"All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower 
of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away,  25 
But the word of the Lord endures forever." 1 Peter 1:24-25



Final Reflections To Carry Away

For everything there is a season, and a time for very 
purpose under heaven: 2 a time to be born, and a time to 
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted; Eccl. 3:1-2

 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, 2Pet. 3:11-12
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