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•  But the hour is coming, and now is, 

when the true worshipers will worship 

the Father in spirit and truth; for the 

Father is seeking such to worship Him.  
24 God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

John 4:23-24



True worshippers 

will worship the Father  

In spirit and truth 

The Father is seeking such to Worship Him

God is Spirit 

Those who worship Him 

must worship in spirit and truth. 

Important Vocabulary Words



What Does Spirit Mean?

Let us make man in our image and likeness 

Mt 22:37 – heart; soul; mind; strength.

1 Sam 16:7 man– appearance;  God - heart

Isa 66:1-2 poor & contrite trembling at word

Mt 6:2-4; 5-6 exclusively for Him

Not outward; inward-emotions, will, desire.



David Understood

For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would 

give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A 

broken and a contrite heart —  These, O God, 

You will not despise. Ps 51:16-17

Not just sorrow, joy, gratitude, introspection, 

remorse, praise, etc. 



What is Truth?
God is spirit – worship must be in truth.

What does this mean? 

Jn 8:31-32 Abide in my word – know the truth.

Jn 14:6; I am the way, truth and life. 

Jn 17:17;  Sanctify them-truth; thy word-truth

2 Tim 2:15; rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Isa 29:13-14 Draw nigh with mouth, but heart is 

far from God for their fear is a command of men

Isa 55:8-9- my thoughts & may ways not yours; 



Jesus repeats Isaiah’s Warning

Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, 

saying: 8 "These people draw near to Me with 

their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their 

heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship 

Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.'" Mt 15:7-9



True Worship

•  Worshipers with the real true genuine nature. 

• Shall worship the Father in Spirit and truth.

• God only seeks those with this quality of worship.

• Are we a genuine worshipper of the Lord? 

• Is our worship based on Scripture?

• Is our worship focusing on our heart & emotions?



• Gen 4:3-8

• Abel brought a sacrifice in spirit and 

truth. Heb 11:4

• Cain’s works were evil. I Jn 3:12

• Abel sought to help Cain. Lk 11: 50-51

• We need to learn from it.  Jude 11



Other Acts of Worship

⚫Offering of the incense; Lev 16:1-2; 12-13; 

⚫Nadab & Abihu Lev 10:1-2

◆I will be sanctified

◆I will be glorified

⚫The offered strange fire he had not commanded.

⚫Devised from their own heart and God took was insulted.

⚫Worship is not a place to experiment. 



Saul’s Rejection

• The sacrifices of King Saul. I Sam 15:

• 2-3 A direct command from God to avenge sin.

• 9, 15, 20-21 Saul devised a great idea! 

• 11, 22-23 How God Saw this “act of worship”

• "I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he 

has turned back from following Me, and has not 

performed My commandments." 1 Sam 15:11



"Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to 

obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of 

rams.  23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And 

stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have 

rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from 

being king." 1 Sam 15:22-23



Other Acts of Worship

⚫David moves the ark 1 Chron 13:

⚫ 1-4 Consults everyone about the plan

◆Everyone agrees it is a great idea!

⚫ 7-8 Everyone is worshipping with “all their 

might”

⚫ 9-11 God was not pleased and manifested 

his displeasure with the death of Uzzah 

⚫At that time David was very unhappy. 



David Was Perplexed
• How David used his three months: 1 Chr 15:

• 2 He studied the Scriptures and found answers.

• He said to them, "You are the heads of the fathers' houses of 

the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren, that 

you may bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel to the 

place I have prepared for it. 13 For because you did not do 

it the first time, the Lord our God broke out against us, 

because we did not consult Him about the proper order." 1 

Chron 15:12-13



God is Spirit

⚫We can’t only worship in spirit and truth. 

⚫If we do not seek him after the ordinance

⚫If we do not obey rather than sacrifice.

⚫If we do not sanctify him and give him the glory and 

honor 

⚫By following his instructions to the letter. 

⚫Our worship will be futile, empty and vain. Mt 15:9 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Important Vocabulary Words
	Slide 3: What Does Spirit Mean?
	Slide 4: David Understood
	Slide 5: What is Truth?
	Slide 6: Jesus repeats Isaiah’s Warning
	Slide 7: True Worship
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Other Acts of Worship
	Slide 10: Saul’s Rejection
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Other Acts of Worship
	Slide 13: David Was Perplexed
	Slide 14: God is Spirit

