
Sometimes The Holy Spirit uses Emotions of Men 
Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir 
you up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put 
off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. 15 
Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have 
a reminder of these things after my decease. 2Pet 1:13-15

We picture a wise father or beloved friend, living his final 
days, calling us to his side and giving us his best advice. 

Peter was a great man. The Holy Spirit here used him to 
discuss what makes one great. No one will read our life’s 
story. We may not have the opportunities Peter was given.

But if we do “these things” we will be seen as great!



Godly Christians Seek for Such Things
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I 
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are 
mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. Phil 3:13-16

The mature are always reaching forward and pressing on.

 But what is the goal that will bring the prize?

What is the upward call of God? 

Do we have this mind? 

Perhaps today, God will reveal something to you!



How are We Running our Race?

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 
one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may 
obtain it.  25 And everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. 1Cor 9:24-25

We are all running but what are we running toward?

How do we get to the prize? 

How can we be temperate in all things? 



Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: 
not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body 
and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should become disqualified. 1Cor. 9:26-27

Must not run in circles or in one direction then another. 

We must know where we are going and how to get there.

We fight against the foe with the best weapons we can find

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty 
in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ, 2Cor. 10:4-5

NKJV



Returning to Peter’s “THESE THINGS”

For if THESE THINGS are yours and abound, you will be 

neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks THESE THINGS is 

shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he 

was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be 

even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if 

you do THESE THINGS you will never stumble; 11 for so 

an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the 

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 

Pet. 1:8-11



What are "THESE THINGS" 
But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to 
brotherly kindness love. 8 For if THESE THINGS are 
yours and abound, 2Pet 1:5-8

Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have 
a reminder of THESE THINGS after my decease. 1:13-15

There is something very important here.

The Holy Spirit has truly emphasized its value. 



For if THESE THINGS are yours and abound, you will be 
neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord

We don’t want to be barren or unfruitful. 

"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2 
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit… 8 By this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. Jn. 15:1-8

If these are yours and abound you won’t be “taken away.” 

If these things are yours… “you will be my disciples.”

If these things are yours … “God will be glorified.” 

My Father is Glorified – Bear Much Fruit



Annoint your Eyes with Eyesalve
• For he who lacks THESE THINGS is shortsighted, even to 

blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed  

• Since “these things” keep away blindness, they are eye salve

• do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, 

and naked —   18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined 

in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that 

you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 

not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that 

you may see. Rev 3:17-19

• If we want to see clearly “these things” are our glasses



Make you Call and Election Sure

10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your 

call and election sure, for if you do THESE THINGS you 

will never stumble; 

"But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man 

there who did not have on a wedding garment.  12 So he said 

to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding 

garment?’ … 14 "For many are called, but few are chosen." 

Matt 22:11-12, 



An Entrance Supplied

• for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into 

the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

• "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven.  … 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' Mt 

7:21-23

• Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, 

you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world. Mt. 25:34

• NKJV



God's Part: Divine Power, Precious Promises. "Our Part:"
His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called 
us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through 
these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

But also, for this very reason, giving all diligence, adding 
on your part add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 
to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, 
and to brotherly kindness love. 2Peter 1:3-7

NKJV

d



Initially it is like a Ladder 
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