Understanding Truth

® All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, 2 Tim 3:16-17

® Not one word from Genesis to Revelation 1s not inspired. As
God did in the Creation using the Word to create all things,
God takes full responsibility for the Scriptures, but He sent
the Holy Spirit to complete it.

® And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may abide with you forever — 17 the
Spirit of truth, ... 18 I will not leave you orphans, I will
come to you. Jn 14:16-18




The Method Chosen was Perfect

* [ still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He
will guide you into all truth, Jn. 16:12-13

®* Since this 1s a promise from Jesus 1t has been done! To doubt
this 1s to doubt Jesus... Without faith it is impossible. ..

* "These things I have spoken to you while being present with
you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to
your remembrance all things that I said to you. Jn 14:25

* We do HAVE all truth! He DID teach us all things! The Man
of God 1s COMPLETE, THOUROUGHLY FURNISHED

* We Must be CONFIDENT and CONVICTED




It Can’t Be Denied

® Most of the controversy among disciples 1s not because of
the complexity of the subjects. The problem centers on how
the God sent the Holy Spirit to reveal it.

® In the wisdom of men, wisdom complex manuals and class
curriculum always begin with the first principles necessary
to understand and bring success.

®* Everything 1s laid out step by step, each chapter building on
the previous ones. The Holy Spirit did not follow this path.

® For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept,
Line upon line, line upon line, Here a little, there a little."

Isa. 28:10




Consequences

®* Have we considered the consequences (downstream
ramifications) of this decision.

® Most of the controversies in the religious world result from
the decision of the Holy Spirit in HOW He would reveal
and guide us 1nto all truth.

® For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept,
Line upon line, line upon line, Here a little, there a little.

®* Do we fully grasp the significance of this Scripture?

® The truth on most topics 1n the Scripture are scattered in
tiny pieces throughout the Scripture!

® Scripture 1s a complicated maze and labyrinth.



Truth 1s Scattered in Many Scriptures

* Critical truth: Worship must be 1n Spirit and truth: Jn 4:23-24
* Praying 1Tim 2:8-15
* Giving 1Cor 16:1-2 2Cor 8-9
* Lord’s Supper 1Cor 11:23{f; Mt 26, Mk 14, Luke 22
* Singing Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 1Cor 14; Lk 22
* Preaching Acts 20:7
® It takes careful study to see the truth on worship.
® God scattered 1t through many books and verses.
® If one doesn’t have a love for truth, they have a hard time
seeing and understanding it.
® This 1s the much of the Cause for division on this subject.

| ® Especially the Lord’s Supper and acapella singing.



The Scriptures must be Sifted in Many Topics
® The steps of salvation are scattered 1n the same way.
® So also, 1s the organization of the church

® And the work of the church.

® If man were writing the Bible he would not have chosen this
method.

® Our investigation today centers on why God did this and
how we can follow His will to enter “the narrow gate” and
~tollow the “difficult way” the leads to life that few will find.
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- = all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because
" they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. 2Th. 2:10-11




Consider How Amazing This Is!

® The spiritual realm 1s far more complex than math,
science, physics and chemistry.

® Man teaches these topics from the beginning with the first
principles 1n the first chapter.

®* The Holy Spirit has scattered them as noted above.

®* For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept,
Line upon line, line upon line, Here a little, there a little."

Isa. 28:10




Paul Summed this Up

-

we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the
wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are
coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a
mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the
ages for our glory ... ... 10 But God has revealed them to us

through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the
deep things of God. 1 Cor 2:6-15

® It 1s all there The full wealth of the wisdom and glory of God
® But like gold hidden in quartz it must be found




Man’s Efforts for silver and gold

® "Surely there is a mine for silver, And a place where gold is
refined. 2 Iron is taken from the earth, And copper is
smelted from ore. 3 Man puts an end to darkness, And
searches every recess For ore in the darkness and the
shadow of death. 4 He breaks open a shaft away from
people; In places forgotten by feet They hang far away from
men, They swing to and fro. Job 28:1-4



Man's efforts for Precious things

® He puts his hand on the flint; He overturns the mountains
at the roots. 10 He cuts out channels in the rocks, And his
eye sees every precious thing. 11 He dams up the streams
from trickling; What is hidden he brings forth to light. 12
"But where can wisdom be found? And where is the place

of understanding? 13 Man does not know its value, Nor is
it found in the land of the living. Job 28:9-13



The Scriptures Must also Be Mined

* no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that
have been freely given to us by God. 13 These things we
also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things
with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him;
nor can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.



God Demands — Evaluate and Assess

® everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word
of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food
belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both

good and evil. Heb 5:13-14



— Foolish / Weak / Base / Despised

* The method God chose to reveal truth (NT letters)

anner 1n which those truths are revealed (scattered)

* Truth that each controversial doctrine reveals:

* For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world
to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things
of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty, 28
and the base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, [Cor. 1:26-28

The more controversy a doctrine generates the more imperative
our love for truth leads us to carefully dig and sift to find 1it.




Whatever Time and Effort Must Be Expended

®* ITIS WORTH IT

® The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 8
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes, 9
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever, The
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 10
More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine
gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11
Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping
them there is great reward. Ps 19:7-11
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