
Every Command Creates a Boundary
"Of every tree of the 
garden you may freely eat; 
17 but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die."  Gen 2:17

As long as we remain 
within this boundary and 
do not cross it, there is no 
sin. 
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Two Commands Overlap
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. Heb. 
11:19-31

If we sin wilfully … no more sacrifice for sin. 

Nothing more important than assembling with the saints.  

A willful sin to forsake. 

A clear and absolute boundary. 

But what if another command presses up against it and 
overlaps it.

Love your neighbor as yourself … who is my neighbor? … 
The parable of the good Samaritan



Not

Forsaking

Love your 

neighbor as 

yourself

At different times: Fulfill Both



Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him 
of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half 
dead.  31 Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. 
And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32 
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and 
looked, and passed by on the other side.  33 But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he 
saw him, he had compassion.  34 So he went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him 
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
… 36 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him 
who fell among the thieves?" 37 he said, "He who showed 
mercy on him. Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." Lk 10:



The Good Samaritan
The Priest and Levite who left him to die did not love their 
neighbor. 

But what if it is the first day of the week? 

A terrible accident while coming for services. No one else 
there to help the badly injured. 

Two commands now in conflict. One can not be fulfilled.

If we STOP we will forsake the assembly.

If we DON’T STOP we won’t love our neighbor.

Love and mercy overlapping a command to worship God.    

Which one should be set aside?   Why? 
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Do We Have any Guidance? 
This is an agonizing question. Which is the higher mandate?
Human life or glorifying God
Not every Christian would answer the same way. 
Jesus debated this issue and gave some principles. 
Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh day shall be 
a holy day for you, a Sabbath of rest to the Lord. Whoever 
does any work on it shall be put to death. Ex. 35:2
A Clear boundary. 
Crossed by someone picking up sticks,
 God said:
The man must surely be put to death. Num. 15:32-36 
Boundary of 4th commandment must be kept. Ex. 20:8-11 
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Some Used Sabbath To Condemn Jesus
Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. And His 
disciples were hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain 
and to eat. 2 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to 
Him, "Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to 
do on the Sabbath!" Mt. 12:1-2
Comparing picking up sticks to plucking heads of grain we 
might have concluded they were right.
Jesus gave four answers. But Jesus used the overlapping of 
Commands: 
“Have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the 
priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are 
blameless”  (break the Sabbath and are innocent – NASB) 



Jesus Made Three Points
But He said to them, "Have you not read what David did 
when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 
how he entered the house of God and ate the showbread 
which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who 
were with him, but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not 
read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the 
temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? 6 Yet I say 
to you that in this place there is One greater than the 
temple. 7 But if you had known what this means, 'I desire 
mercy and not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned 
the guiltless. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath." Mt 12:3-8



Four Considerations
1.  David entered the house of God and ate the showbread 
which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were 
with him, but only for the priests? 

2. On the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the 
Sabbath, and are blameless? 

3. If you had known what this means, 'I desire mercy and 
not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guiltless.

God expects us to take mercy into consideration. God 
desires mercy over strict obedience. 

4. For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.
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5 Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the 
priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are 
blameless? Mt. 12:5-8

The priests who Profane (break NASB) the Sabbath are 
blameless (innocent). 

For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." Mt 12:7

Jesus has the authority to rule on this question and give the 
right answer because He is Lord of the Sabbath!
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Jesus answered and said to them, "I did one work, and 
you all marvel.  22 Moses therefore gave you 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the 
fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.  23 
If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that 
the law of Moses should not be broken, are you angry 
with Me because I made a man completely well on the 
Sabbath?  24 Do not judge according to appearance, 
but judge with righteous judgment." John 7:21-24



Circumcision Required Same Decision
The offering of sacrifices forced the command to keep the 
Sabbath to be set aside (profaned/broken). Later Jesus used 
circumcision in the same manner: 

“If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the 
law of Moses should not be broken, are you angry with Me 
because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath? Jn. 
7:23-24 

Their choice: profane Sabbath or “break Law of Moses.” 

The reason they did not profane the Sabbath was because 
the law to circumcise conflicted and a choice had to be 
made. 
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Another Debate: Similar Issue
“The ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, 
because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the 
crowd, ‘There are six days on which men ought to work; 
therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the 
Sabbath day.’ Luke 13:14-16

Jesus accused this man of hypocrisy because he did exactly 
the same thing for his animals. 

Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose 
his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it?  

“work of loosing a donkey” not a violation of the Sabbath 
because done out of mercy.
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A Second Debate Point 
Jesus also said: “What man is there among you who has one 
sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of 
it and lift it out?” “Therefore it is lawful to do good on the 
Sabbath.” 

The command “not do any work on the Sabbath,” was not 
absolute when it overlapped with mercy. “The Sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the Sabbath” (Lk. 13:10-13; 14:1-6; Mk. 
2:27-28). As “Lord of the Sabbath” all that Jesus said about this 
was right!

If our conclusion differs from His we are wrong



When faced with conflicting Commands

A very dangerous and perilous place to be. 

Sometimes we can’t avoid it. 

Must approach with extreme caution and humility, asking for 
wisdom and pleading with God to help make the right 
decision. 

It should always be agonizing decision to us, even to the 
point of praying for forgiveness if we have erred.

But sometimes we have no choice. Both commands come at 
the same time and both are in conflict. One or the other must 
be lessened. 
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A Vital Truth to Guide Us!

“But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and 
not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the 
guiltless.” (Mt. 12:7). 

Jesus knew exactly what it meant! 

God is much more interested in mercy in the hearts of His 
servants than in their sacrifices. 

If the Pharisees had truly understood this, they would have 
known that what Jesus and His disciples were doing was 
not violating anything. They would not have condemned 
those who did nothing wrong. 



Sometimes We Must Leave it to God 
“The hard cases they brought to Moses but they judged 
every small case themselves” (Ex. 18:25-26; Deut. 17:8-9). 
We need to be humble. There are still hard cases today. 
When we are unsure, and it doesn’t impact us, we will leave 
it to God on the final day.
It is better to defer to God, than to condemn the innocent, or 
cause our brother to stumble. 
"But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in 
Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were 
hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea. Mk. 
9:42-43
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