An Evaluation of Our Wisdom

® In the course of our lives, many things enter our minds that
we consider to be wisdom.

®* They become the basis of our decisions and convictions.

® They give the light that makes things sensible to us.

® Jesus poses a question for all to answer

® The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is
good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye
is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore take
heed that the light which is in you is not darkness. 36 If then
your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the
whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of
a lamp gives you light." Luke 11.:34-36




The Wisdom of God: A Worthy Quest!

® Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn
away from the words of my mouth. 6 Do not forsake her,
and she will preserve you,; Love her, and she will keep you.
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore, get wisdom. And
in all your getting, get understanding. 8 Exalt her, and she
will promote you, She will bring you honor, when you
embrace her. 9 She will place on your head an ornament of
grace; A crown of glory she will deliver to you." Prov 4.:5-9




Two Competing Wisdoms
®* Any wisdom that cannot lead us to eternal life 1s only folly.

® There 1s a wisdom only a mature Christian can possess.
® The reason: It is not found here. It 1s a hidden wisdom.

®* However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet
not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who
are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in
a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before
the ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age
knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory. 1 Cor 2:6-8

® If this 1s not our wisdom then our light 1s only darkness.




The Fear of God is the beginning of All Wisdom

® The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 11 For by me
your days will be multiplied, And years of life will be added

to you. Pr. 9:10-11

* Man has created a wisdom for this age. A wisdom that
cannot attain to the age to come.

* In any realm where we accept this wisdom, we are limited to
this age. It could even cost us our eternal soul.

® When we stand before God and hear the outcome of our life,
the wisdom of this age will be folly indeed.




Can’t be Found in this Creation

® [2 "But where can wisdom be found? And where is the
place of understanding? 13 Man does not know its value,
Nor is it found in the land of the living. 14 The deep says,
It is not in me'; And the sea says, 'It is not with me.' 15 It

cannot be purchased for gold, Nor can silver be weighed
for its price. Job 28:12-28



Only Found After... The Fear of the Lord Comes

® "From where then does wisdom come? And where is the
place of understanding? 21 It is hidden from the eyes of all
living, And concealed from the birds of the air. 22
Destruction and Death say, 'We have heard a report about
it with our ears.' 23 God understands its way, And He
knows its place. ... 27 Then He saw wisdom and declared
it; He prepared it, indeed, He searched it out. 28 And to
man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom,
And to depart from evil is understanding.'" Job 28:12-28




When it is Found in God’s Word

® 10 Receive my instruction, and not silver, And knowledge
rather than choice gold; 11 For wisdom is better than
rubies, And all the things one may desire cannot be
compared with her. 12 "I, wisdom, dwell with prudence And
find out knowledge and discretion. 13 The fear of the Lord is
to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the
perverse mouth I hate. 14 Counsel is mine, and sound
wisdom, I am understanding, I have strength. Pr. 8:10-14




The Clash of Wisdoms

® For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the
prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God
through the foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe. 1Cor 1:18-25

®* Back in eternity, God made these decisions. The world’s
wisdom would grow ever more distant from God’s.




The Clash of Wisdoms

® 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to

those

who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men. 1 Cor 1:18-25

® The f{]

ings that seem to be the weakest are still stronger

than the strongest thing man could replace 1t with.

® The f{]

ings that seem the most foolish are the things that

are wiser than anything man could replace 1t with.



The Church: God’s Greatest Wisdom

make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from
the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who created
all things through Jesus Christ; 10 to the intent that now the
manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11
according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord, Eph 3:9-11

The church 1n all 1ts glory 1s only found within the Scriptures.
When we spend our lives trying to bring 1t back to its pristine
glory and beauty we are wise indeed.




The Biggest Stumbling Block

® It 1s not wise on the surface. It takes faith and trust in God to
see 1t.

* For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are
called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the
world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the
weak things of the world to put to shame the things which
are mighty, 28 and the base things of the world and the
things which are despised God has chosen, and the things
which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that
no flesh should glory in His presence. 1Cor. 1:26-3()




God Hid It under Human Folly

®* Remember and Never Forget:
® Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men. 1Cor 1:25



Wisdom that only Angels and the Mature Can See

®* However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature,
yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this
age, who are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which
God ordained before the ages for our glory, 8 which none
of the rulers of this age knew, for had they known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is
written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have
entered into the heart of man The things which God has
prepared for those who love Him." [ Cor 2.:6-9




A Great Need to Learn:

® 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your
own understanding, 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,

® And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in your
own eyes, Fear the Lord and depart from evil. Pr. 3:5-7

®* We will NEVER be wise without it.

®* True wisdom 1s not of this age. It can only be found 1n the
Scriptures.

® Light 1s darkness when we reject a Scripture and hold to the
wisdom of this age.
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