A Conflict of Visions
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Conflicting Visions

< Left Right >

Liberal Worldview Conservative Worldview
 Sees the world as changeable and ¢ Sees the world as naturally
able to be improved by human structured in levels of power or
effort and cooperation importance
e Puts less focus on standards of e Stresses the need for strong rules
authority and structure to keep society
e Sees social differences (like class stable
or gender) as things created by  Believesin clear and important
culture or random rules, not as differences between groups,
unchangeable facts countries, or stages of life that

deserve respect and shouldn't be
ignored



Conflicting Visions

Liberal Spiritual Vision

Sees life as an interconnected,
evolving experience emphasizing
equality, diverse values and
cultural expression

Believes we are less bound by
fixed laws but by personal
intuition and diverse spiritual
paths

Conservative Spiritual Vision

Sees life as a structured journey
within divine levels of authority
and traditions

Emphasizes order, obedience,
and realism about sin, with clear
boundaries between sacred and
secular



Two kinds of wisdom




Two kinds of wisdom
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Two Kinds of Wisdom

James 3:13-18
13 'Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.

14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast
and lie against the truth.

1> This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual,
demonic.

16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are
there.

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without
hypocrisy.

13 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.



Two Kinds of Wisdom

* 1 Corinthians 3:18-20
13 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise
in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.
19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is
written, "He catches the wise in their own craftiness”;
20 and again, "The LORD knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are
futile.”

* Isaiah 55:8-9
8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My
ways," says the LORD.
> "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher
than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts."




Two Kinds of Wisdom

Galatians 5:16-25, Ephesians 4:17-32, Colossians 3:1-17

Fleshly Lust Spiritual Fruit
Adultery Fornication Passion Tender Mercies Kindness
Uncleanness Lewdness Idolatry Humility Meekness
Evil Desire Covetousness Sorcery Longsuffering Bearing
Hatred Contentions  Wrath Forgiving Love
Jealousies Malice Envy Joy Peace
Filthy Talking Strife Murders Goodness Faithfulness
Dissensions  Heresies Lying Gentleness Self-Control
Drunkenness Revelries Anger Edification Giving
Bitterness Stealing Clamor Labor Good works
Corrupt Word Slander Truth Labor

Edification Tenderhearted



Two Kinds of Wisdom-Patterns of Behavior
Cain and Abel: Genesis 4:1-16

* Two different sacrifices
" One based on God’s plan; one based on human wisdom.
= Cain’s “works were evil and his brother's righteous” 1 John 3:12

* Patterns of behavior
= Anger: Genesis 4:4-5
4 ...the LORD respected Abel and his offering,

> but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and
his countenance fell.

= Violence: Genesis 4:8
8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were
in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.



Two Kinds of Wisdom-Patterns of Behavior
Ungodly: Anger and Violence

“But they shouted,
saying, ‘Crucify Him,
crucify Him!"”
Luke 23:21

“The violence of the
wicked will destroy
them, Because they
refuse to do justice”
Proverbs 21:7

strife, And a furious
man abounds in
transgression”
Proverbs 29:22



Two Kinds of Wisdom-Patterns of Behavior

“Peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of
mercy and good
fruits” James 3:17

“The effective,
fervent prayer of a
righteous man
avails much”
James 5:16

“Blessed are the
peacemakers, For they
shall be called sons of

God” Matthew 5:9




Subverting God’s Wisdom: Stumbling Blocks

* Balaam and Balak
= God would not allow Balaam to curse Israel so he blessed Israel as God required

=" Balaam found a way to curse Israel on his own by teaching Balak how to put a
stumbling block before them

= Jesus rebuked the church in Pergamos for following the same methods of Balaam
Revelation 2:14 “But | have a few things against you, because you have there those
who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual
immorality”

* Promoting worldly pleasure to turn away hearts from the Lord

" God command for Israel’s Kings: “Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his
heart turn away” Deut 17:17

= 1 Kings 11:4 For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart
after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God, as was the heart
of his father David.



Subverting God’s Wisdom: Normalize Sin

Over 60% of content on streaming

platforms is rated “Mature”
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Mature content indicates “strong
coarse language, intense sexual
situations, nudity, drug use, or

graphic violence”

Approx 40% of music content

is categorized as “explicit”

V

Explicit content indicates

“profanity, sexual references,

violence, or drug use”



Subverting God’s Wisdom: Indoctrinate children

* Netflix’s includes transgender characters and themes in its children's
programming
" Dead End: Paranormal Park: Rated TV-Y7 for viewers aged 7 and older.
Character declaring he is transgender and “never been happier”
= The Baby-Sitters Club: Featuring queer storylines

= Cuties: 11-year-old girls in suggestive poses

* Elementary school children being taught that they can change their gender,
identity, sexual orientation etc. and that they should not tell their parents

= California passed Assembly Bill 1955 in January 2025, known as the Support
Academic Futures and Educators for Today’s Youth Act (SAFETY Act).

" The law explicitly bans schools from enacting or enforcing any policy that
requires employees or teachers to disclose a student's sexual orientation,
gender identity, or gender expression to parents, guardians, or any other
person without the student's consent



Subverting God’s Wisdom: Promote Acceptance of Sin

e Survey of 68,510 undergraduate students from 257 U.S. colleges and
universities from January to June 2025 to assess campus free speech

“Nationally, 33% of students now consider it acceptable to use violence
to stop a campus speech—up from 20% in 2020, marking a nearly 65%
increase”

“Additionally, 71% of students nationally find shouting down speakers
acceptable, and record numbers support blocking event entrances”
“The survey highlights a broader crisis in higher education, where views

once considered fringe are becoming normalized, potentially
undermining open discourse”



Subverting God’s Wisdom: Justify Persecution

 Systemic bias in government, media, and educational institutions
towards Christianity.

" Christian opposition to issues like changing gender, LGBTQ policies are framed
as "hateful" and “outdated”

" The sharp increase in murder of Christians globally is ignored compared to
violence against other faiths

" Christian clubs banned from many universities while LGBTQ groups promoted

e A 2023 FBI memo labeled traditional Catholics as domestic terrorism
threats, recommending infiltration of parishes

e 2023-2024 Equal Employment Opportunity Commission sued Christian
employers for not affirming transgender employees preferred
pronouns



Subverting God’s Wisdom: Justify Persecution

* Africa: Nigeria 2020-2025
= Approximately 74,000 Christians murdered
= Over 18,000 churches burned
" Over 16.2 million Christians displaced in sub-Saharan Africa (most in Nigeria)
" Rank #7 on “Open Doors’ 2025 World Watch List for Christian persecution”

* India
= Rise in Christian murders from 20 in 2023-2024 to 4,476 in 2025 so far

= Attacks on churches (arson, vandalism, and demolitions), often during services
rose to 2,228 in 2024

" 62,119 Christians displaced in 2024
= Anti-conversion laws in 12 states with 1,629 detentions in 2023-2024
" Ranks #11 on Open Doors' 2025 World Watch List for Christian persecution



What should Christians do?

* Be aware of current issues and warn others

" Acts 20:30-31 “...men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves. Therefore watch...”

" Colossians 2:8 “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of
the world, and not according to Christ”

* Educate youth on the Truth so they will recognize error

" Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old he
will not depart from it”

= Deuteronomy 6:6-7
® "And these words which | command you today shall be in your heart.
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and
when you rise up.



What should Christians do?

e Stand up for what is right

" |f an employer, city, country, etc. asks us to do something ungodly, we choose
to obey God and stand for the truth

" Acts 5:29 “But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: ‘We ought to
obey God rather than men’”

* Encourage each other to be strong Hebrews 10:35-39
3> Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.
36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of
God, you may receive the promise:
37 "For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.
38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no
pleasure in him."
39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who
believe to the saving of the soul.



What should Christians do?

Be peaceful and follow God’s advice

Isaiah 1:17-18

17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; Defend the
fatherless, Plead for the widow.

13 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your
sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like
crimson, They shall be as wool.

Romans 12:19-21

19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, "Vengeance is Mine, | will repay," says the Lord.

20 Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a
drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."

’L Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
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