The World




Introduction

O Modern words have different definitions

depending on context (“denotations”)
» “Gay’, “cool’, “fast’
o Also have different associated emotions or

cultural associations (“connotation™)
* “He is a snake.”, “She is big-headed.”

o Same true with Bible words
 “Ark” Gen. 6; Ex. 2:3-5; Ex. 25
* "Door” John 18:17 vs. Col.
4:3 (door of utterance) vs.
John 10:7-9 (“/ am the door”)
* “Herod ... tell that fox...”
Luke 13:31-32
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@®The “World” >>> Earth

O Gen. 1:1-31

* In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. ... Then God saw everything that He had made,
and indeed it was very good.




@®The “World” >>> Earth

O Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world His

invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are




@The “World” >>> Earth

O Distorted through sin
« Gen. 3:17 “...cursed is the ground ... thorns and thistles”
* Gen. 6-9 “... all the fountains of the great deep were
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. ...
“Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you.”
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@The “World” >>> Earth

O Temporary — will be destroyed

» Matt. 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My
words will by no means pass away.

» 2 Pet. 3:1-10 “Where is the promise of His coming?” ...
But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved
by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But the day
of the Lord will come as a i N MRS O
thief in the night, in which
the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it
will be burned up.
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@®The “World” >>> People

o John 1:10, 29 He was in the world, and the
world was made through Him, and the world did
not know Him. ... The next day John saw Jesus
coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world!
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®The “World” >>> People

O Gen. 1: 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness; let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth.” 27 So God created man in
His own imaqge; in
the image of God
He created him;
male and female
He created them.




@®The “World” >>> People

O Isa. 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you
from your God; And your sins have hidden His
face from you, So that He will not hear.

0o Rom. 3:9-10 For we have previously charged
both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin.
As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not
one, |




@®The “World” >>> People

O Acts 17:31 “because He has appointed a day on
which He will judge the world in righteousness by
the Man whom He has ordained. ...”

o 2 Cor. 5:10 For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad.




The “World”
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The "World” >>> Culture

O “a shared way of life that includes the beliefs,
customs, traditions, art, and social behaviors of a
particular group or society. It's a collective
understanding of the world and how to live within
it, passed down through generations,”

O “traditions”
* Gal. 1:14 And | advanced in Judaism beyond many of
my contemporaries in my Language
owh nation’ being more il\r/llfer:r;(e:trisn(;f\ Communication

CULTURE )
— <«— Courtesies

exceedingly zealous for
the traditions of my fathers.

Thoughts —»
\

> Rituals

Values

Expected -7
behaviors

Roles

R

Practices Customs

Relationships



@®The “World” >>> Culture

O Provides a sense of identity and belonging

O Builds social cohesion and stability

o How to behave acceptably as a member of
society




@®The “World” >>> Culture

O Provides governance, public safety, and

laws/liberties

« Rom 13:1-7 Let every soul be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. ...
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. ...
For he is God’s minister to you for good.
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@The “World” >>> Culture

o Cares and pleasures of this world
* 1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of
the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God

abides forever.




@The “World” >>> Culture

o Cares and pleasures of this world
« Matt. 13:22 “Now he who received seed among the
thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of
this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful.”
« 2 Tim. 4:10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved

this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica




@The “World” >>> Culture

o Worldly wisdom

« 1 Cor. 1:20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of this world?

* Col. 2:8, 20-22 Beware lest anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition
of men, according to the basic principles of the world,
and not according to Christ. ... 20 Therefore, if you died
with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why,
as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves
to requlations— 21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not
handle,” 22 which all concern things which perish with
the using—according to the commandments and
doctrines of men?
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@The “World” >>> Culture

o Worldliness

« Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, ...

» Col. 3:5 Therefore put to death your members which are
on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

 Jas 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God ... is
this: ... to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

« 2 Pet. 2:20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions
of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the
beginning.

19




The “World”

Earth Beauty of creation that Distorted by sin and
shows God’s glory temporary

People Created in God'’s image SO Bl & EaImlg

judgment
Provides identity, Cares & pleasures,
Culture stability, and howto  worldly wisdom, and

behave acceptably worldliness
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Application for faithful Christians...

o Danger and influence of sin
* “In the world, but not of the world”
« 1 Cor. 15 "... evil company corrupts good morals.”

0 James 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you
not know that friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend
of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

o Matt. 5:13 “The salt
of the earth ... light
of the world”




Application for faithful Christians...

In everyday life...

olLanguage we use
(profanity, euphemisms)

o Clothing (immodest)

o Tattoos and piercings

o Social drinking

o Materialism — “keeping
up with the Joneses”

o Selfishness — “me first”,
how we spend our time,
money

o Attitudes toward role of
husbands and wives

o Attitudes toward
authority (laws, police,
government, politicians)

o Entertainment (sex,
language, violence)

oAnd soon ...




Application for faithful Christians...

In the church...

o “Modern” worship o Casual attitudes toward
(music/bands, attendance
entertaining/feel-good o Casual attitudes toward
sermons) sin, “once saved —

oWork of the church always saved”, lack of
(social justice, political congregational discipline
activism, kitchens/meals, oAnd soon ...

secular education)
o“Come as you are ...
Everyone welcome”
(tolerance of LGBTQ+,
etc.)
o Clothing (casual,
immodest)




Conclusion — The “World”

Shows God’s wisdom | Distorted & corrupted
and glory by sin
Choose God! Terr_lpon:ary with
coming judgment
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Conclusion — The “World”

For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him
shall not perish

but have eternal life.
John 3:16




For more at www.BibleQuestions.Org

O Topics
 “C” for “Creation” and “E” for "Evolution”
o “W” for “Worldliness”, “L” for “Lust”, and “C” for “Christian
Living”
O Lessons
* "Christian Living”
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