The “Unseen” Things We Hope For

®* Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen. Heb 11:1-2 NKJV

®* Now faith is assurance of (things) hoped for, a conviction
of things not seen. Heb 11:1 ASV

® The NKJV marks the beginning ... ASV the end.
® From substance to assurance
® From evidence to conviction

® For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not
hope, for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But
if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it
with perseverance. Rom. §:24-25




We Must See What only Faith can Reveal?

® while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen. For the things which are

seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal. 2Cor 4.:18

® For we walk by faith, not by sight. 2Cor 5.7
® Without faith we can’t see what must be seen!

® Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day
by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a

moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, 2Cor. 4:17-18




There 1s no hope 1n what we see

» All we see 1s temporary. At death, all that 1s seen 1s gone
forever. If our hope cannot pass through the veil of
death, it 1s only temporary

» Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who. according to His abundant mercy has begotten us
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved.in
heaven for you, el 155=D
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The living hope requires faithr. .. conviction oi things hoped
for.

True zealous and farthful servants of God all have this one
thing m common. Without it zeal and faithfulness vanish.



What Did Our Fathers See?

- * These all died in faith, not having received the things
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers
and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who speak thus
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they
had been thinking of that land from which they had gone
out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it
is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
He has prepared for them a city. Heb. 11:13-16

® We can’t get zeal, excitement and conviction from the seen.
® It only comes from the unseen, seen by faith”




Moses Saw What Others Could not see

& By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused. to be
called the son of Pharaol's daughter, 25 choosing rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy. the
passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reprodach of

Christ greater viches than the treasures in Egypt, for he
looked to the reward. Heb 11524=26

& [1" the rest ol Isracl could have seen what Moses saw, they
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These are Not Idle Questions

lvlv - —

* The basis of how we sanctify Christ in our heart as Lord.

* but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give
an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness
and reverence, [Pet 3:15

®* If we can’t see them, we are defenseless?

® They form the basis of our sacrifices and efforts.

® The hope that 1s 1n us 1s there because we can see what
others cannot see.




Reasons — Assurance & Conviction
- * Jesus endured the cross because of “the joy that was set
before Him” Heb. 12:1-3

* Moses endured 11l treatment with God’s people because he
“looked at the recompense of reward” Heb. 11:24-26

®* Paul suffered loss of all things, counted them rubbish to
“attain the resurrection of the dead’ Phil. 3.7-11

® The stronger the assurance and conviction the greater the
sacrifices and the more zealous we can become.

® When faith sees the unseen any sacrifice 1s reasonable.

® All who die 1n faith “see and greet promises from afar”



Vhat 1s Our Hope?

* I pray that the eyeSJof your heart may be enlightened, so
that you may know what is the hope of His calling... Eph
[:18

® This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both

sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,
Heb 6:19




Comfort and Security

* When God 1s “for us, who can be against us?” With His
infinite power and wisdom “we know that all things work
together for good” Rom. 8:28, 31

* He himself has said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I
in any wise forsake you. Heb. 13:5

®* Regardless of the sacrifices that must be made, having God
watching over us makes 1t them reasonable.



& Exceeding Great Promises

w
“orar ea’ to us His precious and exceeding great

promises,” He gave us another powerful 2Pet. 1:4

.

* Living “in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie,
promised before time began” Titus 1:2

® Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not
appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He
appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him
just as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure. 1Jn. 3:1-3




*Give God Glory or Make Him Ashamed?

who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the
father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So shall
your descendants be." 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not
consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. He did
not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully
convinced that what He had promised He was also able to
perform. 22 And therefore "it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” Rom 4.:20-22




The Shame God Feels if we Draw Back

® Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has
great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that
after you have done the will of God, you may receive the
promise: 37 "For yet a little while, And He who is coming
will come and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by
faith,; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure
in him." 39 But we are not of those who draw back to
perdition, but of those who have faith to the saving of the
soul. 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. Heb 10:35-11:2
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