The Greatest Event?

e Without question the greatest event:

® And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth. John 1.:14

® Therefore, when He came into the world, He said.:
"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You
have prepared for Me. 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices
for sin You had no pleasure. 7 Then I said, 'Behold, I have

come — In the volume of the book it is written of Me — To
do Your will, O God.'"" Heb 10:5-7




__ﬁ._
Planned Before Foundation of World ™
E 3

® knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct
received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you 1 Peter 1:18-21




It Is Imperative that \We Believe

This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which
has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there salvation
in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved." Acts 4:11-12

Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins, for if
you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."
Jn. 8:24




God Prepared the Testimony

® [f we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater, for this is the witness of God which He has
testified of His Son. 10 He who believes in the Son of God
has the witness in himself, he who does not believe God has
made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony
that God has given of His Son. 11 And this is the testimony:
that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have life. 1 John 5:9-13




_ﬂ
Planned Before Foundation of World ™

e God witnessed

e Prophesy

e Eye witnesses — John the Baptist’s Testimony; Luke, etc.
e Miracles

® Resurrection

® sie who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he
has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.



——ﬁ

What Are the Alternatives? .

His 1s all that God revealed Him to be or God 1s a liar:

If He 1s not What God revealed who 1s He?

A fictional character created by others.

A real man who was deceived.

A real man who was a deceiver.

A good man who was made greater thru trme/myths.

A great philosopher who greatly helped mankind.

There 1s not much left of Jesus if God lied. The rest of the
Alternatives impugn: deception or gullible folly.




God's Testimony

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to
Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from

heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”" Mt 3:16-17




God’s Testimony - Confirmed

And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 [
did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water
said to me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit." 34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of
God." Jn 1:32-34




_ﬂ
God’s Testimony A

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed

them, and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!* Mt. 17:5




——ﬁ‘
God’s Testimony — Confirmed I

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made
fmown to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For He received from God the
Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the
Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.”" 18 And we heard this voice which came from heaven
when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 2 Peter 1:16-18




e: A True Historian (Inspired)
' many have taken in hand to set in order a

, ve of those thmgs which have been fulfilled among us,
2 ]ust as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses
and ministers of the word delivered them to us, 3 it seemed
good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all
things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account,
most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the certainty
of those things in which you were instructed. Luke 1.1-4

Luke did exactly what we would want done. He interviewed
all the witnesses and gave an unbiased account (which was
also inspired by the Spirit — Luke missed nothing).




[Luke’s Interviews Start: John’s Birth

* He spoke with those who were present and learned exactly
what had happened 30 years earlier than the other gospels.

* Gabriel sent to Zacharias in the Temple Lk 1:1-23

* Many devout people witnessed Stayed so long they were
astonished. When came out he can’t speak. Does not speak
until the birth of John

®* Expectations Continue to Grow LK. 1:57-80

® Birth of John. Witnessed by all who were present. After
Zacharias obeyed Gabriel the sign was completed.
Zacharias begins to speak again.




People Talking & Wondering

°n came on all who dwelt around them; and all these
sayings were discussed throughout all the hill country of
Judea. 66 And all those who heard them kept them in their
hearts, saying, "What kind of child will this be?" And the
hand of the Lord was with him. Lk. 1:55-56




[Luke’ Interviews: Jesus Birth

* Gabriel Sent to Mary Lk 1:26-38

® Only Gabriel and Mary.

®* May not have come out until Luke wrote it

® Joseph told 1n a dream. Mt 1:18-25

® Mary comes to Bethlechem Lk. 1:1-7

® Angels announce birth to Shepherds. Lk 2:8-20

® Shepherds first tell Mary and Joseph, then whoever will
listen!




Testimony of Jesus’ Birth

* Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the
saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And
all those who heard it marveled at those things which were
told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these
things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. Lk
2:17-20




'} atthew. Continued the Account

was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is He who has been born King
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him." 3 When Herod the king heard this,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people

together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. Mt. 2.:1-4
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Think of How This News Would Spread!

®* Herod’s massacre made 1t something everyone would hear
about.

® Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise
men, was exceedingly angry, and he sent forth and put to
death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in
all its districts, from two years old and under, according to
the time which he had determined from the wise men. Mzt.

2:16-17




[he People are In Expectation
charias Sees a Vision
narias Home 1n Judea: John’s birth

* These saying kept in heart and they watched

®* The Shepherds are proclaiming the Birth
®* In the Temple, Anna 1s speaking to all

® In Jerusalem: the Wise men come and proclaim the king of
the Jews 1s born.

® In Bethlehem (probably slowly throughout the entire
world), Herod’s Massacre was discussed: Why did he do 1t?
He thought the king of the Jews had been born!




1 John 5:9-12

» If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater, for the witness of God is this, that He has borne :
witness concerning His Son. 10 The one who believes in the
Son of God has the witness in himself, the one who does not
believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not :
believed in the witness that God has borne concerning His
Son. 11 And the witness is this, that God has given us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the
Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life.
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