
 For some, the book of Revelation is like a wonderful 
garden where the sweet fruits can be reached through 
ingenuity and imagination. 

 Because Revelation is filled with complex visions with 
few or even no explanations. It is hard to refute them. 

 Even after looking at everything God has revealed in the 
rest of the Scriptures, it is still a great mystery. 

 What does God counsel us to do when we reach a dead 
end in our quest to understand His visions. Does He want 
us to use our own wisdom to guess at its meaning or 
simply say: I don’t know



 Sometimes God opens His mind and heart and reveals 
His future plans for us. 

 Other times God only gives us enough information to 
have a vague idea of a future event.

 If it is God’s will that we cannot see something as 
clearly as we would like, we must respect it. 

 We know that in His own time, all will be revealed that 
needs to be revealed to us. 



 God wanted man to know that He would solve the terrible 

consequences we brought upon ourselves

 But He did not reveal His plan to man or to angels. 

 He gave bits and pieces scattered throughout the OT in 

vague prophecies. 

 But after all was given, it was still inexplicable.

 All the inspired prophets wanted to understand what they 

were revealing and when the could not they sought for 

more.   



 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and 
searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that 
would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner 
of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was 
indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To them it 
was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were 
ministering the things which now have been announced 
to you through those who have preached the gospel to 
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things which 
angels desire to look into. 1 Peter 1:10-12 



 according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since 
the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the 
prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations Rom 16:25

 the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made 
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by 
the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: Eph 3:4-6

 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 
generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. 27 
To them God willed to make known Col 1:26-27

 They could seek and search, but it was hidden. 



 If God wants something to be a secret, He will reveal it in 
such a way that we cannot and never will be able to 
understand or interpret it. 

 Prophecy was left intentionally vague so it could not be 
understood.

 When asked, God told them, it is not for you. 

 All things are done in His time and according to His 
purpose. 



 1 Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, 
Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; …3 "I have had a dream, 
and my spirit is anxious to know the dream." … 5  "My 
decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to 
me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces … 9 if 
you do not make known the dream to me, there is only one 
decree for you! For you have agreed to speak lying and 
corrupt words before me till the time has changed. 
Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can 
give me its interpretation."  Dan. 2:1-9



 God gave him enough information to intrigue him.

 But God did not give him the interpretation. 

 He knew the magicians would make something up

 If they made it up it would be a lie.

 He wanted to truth so He would not give them what 

they needed to lie to him. 

 Without Daniel giving the true interpretation no one 

would ever have known



 Like the OT prophecies and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream

 Revelation has many visions with few explanations

 Without interpretations, God does not want us to know.

 If we are tempted to add our own thoughts

 We are no better than Nebuchadnezzar’ magicians



 John witnessed all the visions and wrote them down.

 He knows exactly how God wanted them interpreted.

 If we trust John to give us the visions, we need to trust 
him in his testimony regarding how to understand them

 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, 
God will add to him the plagues that are written in this 
book; (Rev. 22:18). 



 No one is exempt from the warning and the fixed 

consequences will come to all who ignore them!

 Anyone using his own imagination will be adding 

something that is not in the book. 

 John warned that if anyone adds any of his own thoughts, 

God will add to him all the fearful and terrible plagues it 

contains.  



 anyone who removes these boundaries will suffer and 

be punished for it

 if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book 

of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which 

are written in this book. (22:19).



 will suffer three terrible consequences. 

 1st, his name be removed from the Book of Life. 

 2nd, he will never enter the holy city 

 3rd all the wonderful things in the book will be lost to him 

for all eternity. 



 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those 

things which are revealed belong to us and to our children 

forever, (Deut. 29:29)

 Revealed, given into our possession, belongs to us forever.

 If God has not revealed it, it must remain a secret.

 Respect for God’s secrets. 

 They belong to Him, 

 They have not been given to us.



 If God wanted us to know He would have told us. 

 We MUST respect His silence. 

 Adding to He has revealed: Punished with the plagues. 

 Removing His limitations: 

 Name removed from the book of life. 

 “anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast 

into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 20:15). 

 A terrible end for those who add.



 Adam & Eve: in the day you eat you will surely die.

 Cain: Rule over your anger

 Pharoah: Let my people go or … all the plagues

 Dathan & Abiram: Get away from their tents

 Achan: Don’t take anything from Jericho

 Everyone: Don’t add to the visions in Revelation

 Everyone: Don’t take from all the visions. 



 Those who “presume to speak a word in My name, 

which I have not commanded him to speak, shall die.” 

“Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in 

false humility and worship of angels, intruding into 

those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by 

his fleshly mind.” (Col. 2:18-19).





At the very beginning of the book and at the end 

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to 

show his servants — things which must shortly take place.” 

(Rev. 1:1-3) “the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His 

angel to show His servants the things which must shortly 

take place.” (Rev. 22: 6). 

These words must be removed for the visions to apply today.

 to the seven churches of Asia, must be removed for it to be 

to the churches in America. 

Written to 7 churches of Asia about things shortly to come



Incur the punishment of all the plagues in the book. 

Amazing that those who read the book miss this. 

Of course there are things today that resemble the visions.

 “That which has been is what will be, That which is done 

is what will be done.” (Eccl 1:9).

 There will always be wars and stronger nations 

destroying weaker ones. 

But Revelation is not written for today no matter how 

many things resemble what is written in the book. 
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