The Bible is the Word of God

For this reason we also thank God without ceasing,
because when you received the word of God which you
heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but

as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively
works in you who believe. 1Th. 2:13

Could Paul thank God for us?

Could Paul thank God for you?



A Defense, a Reason, a Shield

* But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; {Pet. 3:15-16

above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. Eph. 6:16-17

What are our reasons to quench the fiery darts of doubt?

Can we make a defense with these reasons to convince

ourselves and ot

ners?

Have we made t

h1s 1nto a shield to protect against all assaults.



The 39 Books of the Old Testament — Inspired

o knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy ever came by the will of
man. but men spoke from God, being moved by the Holy
Spirit. 2Pet. 1:20-21

» Prophecy 1s not just predictions of the future.

e [t 1s being a mouth for God: writing and speaking His words

* Nothing 1n any OT book came because man wanted them or
thought of them. Not a single word ... all 1s from God ...
moved by the Holy Spirit



The 27 Books of the New Testament

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things
freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak,
not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught
by the Spirit, combining spiritual things with spiritual
words. 1Cor. 2:12-13

how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery
(as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you

read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ), Eph. 3:3-5




God’s Challenge — Search & Test

* And if you say in your heart, '"How shall we know the word
which the Lord has not spoken?' — 22 when a prophet
speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not
happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord

has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously;
you shall not be afraid of him. Deut 15.20-22

* [f anything 1n a book 1s false, 1t was not spoken by the Lord

* Not afraid, don’t accept any of the prophet’s words

* God 1s not afraid of careful inquiry and searching.
* No book written by the Holy Spirit will fail this test.




Consequences of any Untruth

* The apostles knew the consequences.

* And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your
faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of
God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ,
whom He did not raise up — if in fact the dead do not rise. 19 If in

this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most
pitiable. 1 Cor 15:12-19

* Many have tried to undermine confidence 1n the Bible, yet it has
stood the test of time.



The Consequences

our preaching is empty

* we are false witnesses of God,

L4

we are of all men the most pitiable.
* They were confident! They saw their own miracles!!!!

* They knew these were historical facts that occurred.

* For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 2Pet.

1:16-17




God Sums 1t Up

» All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, '’ that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2Tim.
3:.16-17

* It 1s all inspired — There 1s nothing that 1s not true.

e We have to believe this if we are Christians.

« We need reasons, a defense and a shield



Author’s Qualifications

* Knows everything (omniscient). Heb. 4:13

» Everywhere always (omnipresent) Ps. 139:7-10

* Possesses omnipotent power Eph. 3:20

» Was, 1s and always will be. Ex. 3:14; Pet 3:8
» Creator of heaven and earth Ex. 20:11
* Should be easy to disprove this if 1s false.

* Man 1s none of these things.

o [f1t1s a work of man, 1t will have flaws and need revisions



The Author of Scripture

» Bible written over a 1,500 year period

* Many different human authors with different educational
social and intellectual background.

» Shepherds, fishermen, farmers, etc.

* No way for them to work together or coordinate their
message as time and death separated Moses from Jesus!

* God confidently affirmed they are all inspired, it 1s all
Scripture, it 1s flawless and perfect!

 If man could find a single mistake, 1s encouraged to reject
that author and all his writings.



The Difficulties

e [f God 1s not the author...

* Moses had to write five books to perfectly describe the
creation, fall, flood, etc.

» He wrote the foundation all others needed to build upon.
* If he made one error, 1t would all fall into dust.

e All the other OT writers had to follow his lead and to
make it perfect and seamless and flawless.

 Jesus had to fulfill all the prophesies

» Jesus’ apostles had to continue the theme Moses and the
others set forth to create the Bible we have today.



Scope of Scripture

* Creation of the universe.
« History of the human race.

» Existence of the various languages.
» Geographical locations of nations.
» Health 1ssues

 Scientific 1ssues

» Predictions of future (prophecy)

» Fall, Salvation and Redemption

* We find things to scoff at in all other ancient writings but
NOT 1n the Bible.



A Single Mistake

e It all stands or falls together:

 Jesus spoke confidently of Lot’s wife; Jonah, the creation
account of Moses, Sodom and Gomorrah, Elisha.

» Peter of Balaam’s donkey;
 Paul of the punishments in the wilderness

» Luke quoted prophecies of Isaiah, Psalms
o It 1s either all True! Or All False!




STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT

* 1. Prophetic accuracy:
* Man cannot predict the future!

* Prophecy 1s not something charlatans would dare use as a
basis of proof since one mistake would negate everything
else the prophet said 1n his book.

« Every prophecy in the Bible must be true.

* [f the Bible 1s truly false why can’t they find a false
prophesy?
* Dead Sea Scrolls




In The Final Analysis

* There 1s no middle ground and no way to soften it:

* Bible 1s either all it claims to be or a hoax, lie, deception,

o Ift

ne first, al

e Ift

1 must be perfect

Ne Seconc

 must be flawed & human like everything else.



What About You?

o For this reason we also thank God without ceasing,
because when you received the word of God which you
heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also
effectively works in you who believe. 1Th. 2:13




The Word of the Lord Will Abide Forever!

* having been born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and
abides forever, 24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all
the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass
withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the
Lord endures forever. “ Now this is the word which by the
gospel was preached to you. I Pet. 1:23-25
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