
God's First Command on Mt Sinai 

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell 
among them. According to all that I show you, that is, the 
pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its 
furnishings, just so you shall make it.” Ex. 25:8-9, 40; 
26:30; Num. 8:4

The sanctuary and tabernacle were necessary for God to 
dwell among them. It was a Holy and Most Holy Place. 



The Tabernacle – and Its Furnishings
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Holy Spirit Used Hebrews to Explain Why
Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We 
have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the 
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, 
and not man. Heb 8:1-2

if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are 
priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve 
the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was 
divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. 
For He said, "See that you make all things according to the 
pattern shown you on the mountain.“ Heb 8:4-5

The tabernacle/sanctuary that Moses built was a copy/shadow



What God Planned –Man Needed Help to See
to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might 
be made known by the church to the principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal 
purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, Eph 3:10-11 

God planned the church in eternity.  It was designed to 
reveal God’s manifold wisdom to the angels in heaven. 

We see church in time and in a single location. 

God used the tabernacle so we could see the church in 
heaven and eternity. 



The Building of the Church
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it. Mt 16:18

Until Jesus died, and shed his blood it wasn’t built. 

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over 
all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all. Eph 1:22-23

great fear came upon the whole church,  Acts 5:11

And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church 
which was in Jerusalem; Acts 8:1

the church throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had 
peace, Built and Working Acts 9:31



If God hadn't Designed the Tabernacle 
We would not be able to see all that God wanted us to see. 

The Tabernacle is the copy and shadow of heavenly things 
that Jesus completed when He returned to heaven.

Jesus is not the minister of the sanctuary … the true 
tabernacle that the Lord erected and not man (Israel.  

a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle 
which the Lord erected, and not man. Heb. 8:1-2

But when Jesus described what He would build, He called it 
His church. 



Promise & Fulfillment
Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." …  18 And I also say to you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail against it.  19 And I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, Mt 16:16-19

The church is simply another name for the tabernacle that the 
Lord erected and not man. It is later called: 

the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are 
registered in heaven, Heb 12:23



The church in Heaven and on Earth
Through the copies and shadows of the tabernacle and 
priesthood we see what happened in heaven.

After His resurrection and return Jesus became the true 
High Priest and the church became the true tabernacle. 

And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the 
clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they 
brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And 
His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed. Dan 
7:13-14



The Copies can Reveal the True
But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, 
with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation.”  “With His own blood 
He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption. Heb. 9:11-13

Just as the High Priest entered the Most Holy place on the 
day of atonement Jesus entered heaven with His own blood.  

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 
the church of God which He purchased with His own 
blood. Acts 20:28-29

NKJV



Copies / Heavenly Things
Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in 
the heavens should be purified with these (blood of bulls 
and goats), but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these. For Christ has not entered the holy 
places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us. (Heb. 9:23-25)

Jesus entered heaven with His own blood, cleansed all these 
“heavenly things.” When Jesus entered heaven as the High 
Priest, it became the Most Holy Place and the church on this 
earth the holy place.



The Tabernacle – Man Erected
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Tabernacle - According to the Pattern

Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, 
seeing there are those who offer the gifts according to the 
law; 5 who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly 
things, Heb 8:4-5

It was necessary therefore that the copies of the things 
in the heavens should be cleansed with these; but the 
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
these. 24 For Christ has not entered the holy places 
made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
us; Heb 9:23



Heaven- The true- not 

of this creation 



Most Holy Place (heaven) Holy Place (church on earth)

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which 
He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful. Heb 10:19-24



Church- The Holiest 
Heaven- The true- not 

of this creation 



Law of:   God / Members
Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, 
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, 
Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him who appointed 
Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. Heb 3:1-3

And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a 
servant, for a testimony of those things which would be 
spoken afterward,  6 but Christ as a Son over His own 
house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end. Heb 3:5-6

Now … It is our turn. Will we build according to the pattern

Will we be faithful in God’s House as Moses and Jesus? 
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