
Became Our Examples – Written to Warn
6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we 
should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do 
not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, 
"The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play."  8 
Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, 
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by 
serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, 
and were destroyed by the destroyer. 1Cor. 6-10

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they 
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall. 1 Cor 10:11-12
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Examples and Warnings
Now all these things happened to them as examples, and 
they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of 
the ages have come. 
We can only be warned by an example if: 
1st we fully understand the example 
2nd Assessed ourselves to see if we have learned from it. 
Do we know the events that occurred that are summed up?
lust after evil things as they also lusted.   
become idolaters as were some of them. 
commit sexual immorality, in one day 23,000 fell 
tempt Christ, as some tempted, destroyed by serpents;
complain, as some of them and were destroyed.



Israel’s Sins in the wilderness

The Holy Spirit has already done most of what we need to do 
in Ps 106:1-48

He records most of the things listed in 1Cor 10:

6 We have sinned with our fathers, We have committed 
iniquity, We have done wickedly. 7 Our fathers in Egypt did 
not understand Your wonders; They did not remember the 
multitude of Your mercies, But rebelled by the sea — the Red 
Sea. Ps 106:6-7



They also lusted … as some tempted

13 They soon forgot His works; They did not wait for His 
counsel,  14 But LUSTED exceedingly in the wilderness, And 
TESTED God in the desert. 15 And He gave them their 
request, But sent leanness into their soul. Ps. 106:13-15

on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed 
from the land of Egypt. 3 And the children of Israel said to 
them, "Oh, that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we 
ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." Ex. 16:1



Rebelled by Complaining
We have sinned with our fathers, We have committed iniquity, 
We have done wickedly.  7 Our fathers in Egypt did not 
understand Your wonders; They did not remember the 
multitude of Your mercies, But rebelled by the sea — the Red 
Sea. Ps 106:6-7

Then they said to Moses, "Because there were no graves in 
Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why 
have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12 Is this 
not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us alone 
that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in 
the wilderness." Ex 14:11-12



Idolatry

19 They made a calf in Horeb, And worshiped the molded 
image. 20 Thus they changed their glory Into the image of 
an ox that eats grass. 21 They forgot God their Savior, 
Who had done great things in Egypt,  22 Wondrous works 
in the land of Ham, Awesome things by the Red Sea. 23 
Therefore He said that He would destroy them, Had not 
Moses His chosen one stood before Him in the breach, To 
turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them. Ps 106:19-23



Complained

Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe 
His word,  25 But complained in their tents, And did not 
heed the voice of the Lord. 26 Therefore He raised His hand 
in an oath against them, To overthrow them in the 
wilderness, Ps 106:24-26



Complaining and Tempting

And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and 
Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we 
had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this 
wilderness! 3 Why has the Lord brought us to this land to 
fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become 
victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?" 4 
So they said to one another, "Let us select a leader and 
return to Egypt."  Num 14:2-4



Refused to Enter / God Swore they Never Would 

Then the Lord said: "I have pardoned, according to your 
word; 21 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with 
the glory of the Lord —  22 because all these men who 
have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and 
in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these 
ten times, and have not heeded My voice, 23 they certainly 
shall not see the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor 
shall any of those who rejected Me see it. Num. 14:20-24



Commit Sexual Immorality
They joined themselves also to Baal of Peor, And ate 
sacrifices made to the dead. 29 Thus they provoked Him to 
anger with their deeds, And the plague broke out among them. 
Ps 106:28-29
Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to 
commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 2 They invited the 
people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and 
bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel was joined to Baal of 
Peor, and the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel. 
Num 25:1-3
you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of 
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual 
immorality. Rev 2:14



32 They angered Him also at the waters of strife, So that it 
went ill with Moses on account of them; 33 Because they 
rebelled against His Spirit, So that he spoke rashly with his 
lips. Ps 106:32-33
Now there was no water for the congregation; so they 
gathered together against Moses and Aaron. 3 And the people 
contended with Moses and spoke, saying: "If only we had died 
when our brethren died before the Lord! 4 Why have you 
brought up the assembly of the Lord into this wilderness, that 
we and our animals should die here? 5 And why have you 
made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil place? 
It is not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates; 
nor is there any water to drink." Num 20:2-6

Complaining



7 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 8 "Take the rod; you 
and your brother Aaron gather the congregation together. 
Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; 
thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give 
drink to the congregation and their animals." Num 20:7-9
 And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before 
the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must 
we bring water for you out of this rock?" 11 Then Moses 
lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and 
water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their 
animals drank. Num 20:10-11
"Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of 
the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this 
assembly into the land which I have given them." Num 20:12

Their Complaining Led Moses to Tempt



More Complaining

And the people spoke against God and against Moses: "Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul 
loathes this worthless bread." 6 So the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and 
many of the people of Israel died. Num 21:5-6



Tempt Christ as they Tempted

We tempt when we treat God with actions that prove we 
have no reverence or respect. 

We serve him, but only with the commands of men. 

"A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I 
am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, 
Where is My reverence? Says the Lord of hosts To you 
priests who despise My name. Yet you say, 'In what way 
have we despised Your name?’  7 "You offer defiled food on 
My altar, But say, ‘In what way have we defiled You? 'By 
saying, 'The table of the Lord is contemptible.' Mal. 1:6-7
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God Demands – Evaluate and Assess
13 Therefore the Lord said: "Inasmuch as these people draw 
near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But 
have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward 
Me is taught by the commandment of men, 14 Therefore, 
behold, I will again do a marvelous work Among this people, 
A marvelous work and a wonder; For the wisdom of their 
wise men shall perish, And the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hidden." Isa. 29:11-14



When we Put our Desires above His

"But you profane it, In that you say, 'The table of the Lord 
is defiled; And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.' 13 You 
also say, 'Oh, what a weariness!’ And you sneer at it,“ Says 
the Lord of hosts.  Mal 1:12-13
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