
Examples 

The weight of responsibility for all parents.

Children have many choices to make. 

How do we help them to make the right ones? 

We try teaching, but often find resistance. 

Enter Examples:

The outcome of choices in people lives. 

The good examples are put on cereal boxes or receiving 
honor for a greatness we would like our children to imitate

The bad examples are found in the Newspapers 



God is Our Father
He is deeply concerned about our choices.
Bad choices can bring out terrible outcomes. 

For whatever things were written before were written for our 
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope Rom 15:4

that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus. 2 Tim 3:15

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us Heb 12:1-2
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Good Examples

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which so easily ensnares us Heb 12:1-2

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His 
steps: 1 Peter 2:21

For consider Him who endured such hostility from 
sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 
discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet resisted to 
bloodshed, striving against sin. Heb 12:3-5



Israel’s Example of Leaving Egypt
For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to 
them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.  3 For we 
who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I 
swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ Heb. 4:2

God had told them about the true rest. It is the same rest the 
gospel offers us. But because they did not believe Him, He 
swore they would never enter. 

Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone 
fall according to the same example of disobedience. Heb 
4:11-12
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Israel’s failure in

‘that no man fall after the same example of disobedience.’ 
(Heb 4:11)  Paul, used this same example: “with most of 
them God was not well pleased,” ‘they were overthrown in 
the wilderness.’ “These things were our examples, to the 
intent we should not...” He concluded: “these things 
happened unto them by way of example,” and “were written 
for our admonition.” (1Cor 10:5-6, 11) All that was written 
about Israel leaving Egypt was an example and the reason it 
was written was to admonish and warn us. 



The Example of Israel
Not only was the gospel preached to them, but they were also 
baptized “in the cloud and in the Sea.” 

Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all 
our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 1 
Cor 10:1-3

The Holy Spirit reveals the exact parallel between us and them

Since there was no ordinance of baptism when Moses took the 
children of Israel through the Red Sea, the Holy Spirit uses the 
passage of the Red Sea as the beginning of the parallel 
between Israel and Christians. 



Baptized into Moses

Israel was a slave in Egypt – Final deliverance – the Red Sea

 “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which He will accomplish for you today.” Ex 14:13

“So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on 
the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their 
right hand and on their left.”“So the Lord saved Israel that 
day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore.”

When Israel entered the wilderness, they were free.

That is the basis of the example. 



Baptized into Christ
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we 
have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that 
we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died 
has been freed from sin. Rom 6:3-7



Why our Baptism is like Theirs

We were buried with Jesus in our “baptism into Christ.” 
They were buried with Moses in their “baptism into Moses”

“baptism into Moses” no longer slaves to Egypt. 

“baptism into Christ” no longer slaves to sin. 

were given under the dominion of God thru Moses’ covenant 

under the dominion of God through Christ’s covenant

Everyone “baptized into Moses” saved from Egypt. 

Everyone baptized into Christ is saved from sin. (Acts 22:16)



Why Did the Holy Want us to See This?

If there is no parallel there is no example
If they were completely different from us how can we relate
The closer the parallel the more powerful the example. 
They had the gospel preached to them
They were baptized into Moses
They moved from the world of Egypt to Freedom
We move from the world of sin to Freedom. 
What happened next is therefore of the greatest importance.
Since we are the same in everything else, we are the same 
in danger. 



6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that 
we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 
And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is 
written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up 
to play."  8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some 
of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 
nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of 
them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
1Cor 10:6-10

The Warnings from their lives



everyone included in the numbering from twenty years old 
and above, for six hundred and three thousand, five 
hundred and fifty men. Ex 38:26

The carcasses of you who have complained against Me 
shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered, 
according to your entire number, from twenty years old 
and above. 30 Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and 
Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the 
land which I swore I would make you dwell in. Num 14:29
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Consider another parallel



The Parallel

"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is 
the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who 
go in by it.  14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is 
the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 
Matt 7:13-14

Then one said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?“ 
And He said to them, 24 "Strive to enter through the 
narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and 
will not be able. Luke 13:23-24



Example and Warning?
Now all these things happened to them as examples, and 
they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he 
stands take heed lest he fall. 1Cor. 10:11-12

No Doubt:

Now all these things happened to them as examples, 

They were written for our admonition.

We are being foolish indeed if we don’t heed and learn

Those Who Cannot Remember the Past Are Condemned To 
Repeat It  George Santayana 
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