In Eterni

- _God chose Jesus’ Disciples

things work together for good to those
fo those who are the called according to His
purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He

also justified; and whom He justified, these He also
glorified. Rom 8:25-30

®* Why did God tell us this?

®* He chose a class of people, not individuals ... if we want to
be among them, we must meet His expectations and gain the
characteristics God chose.
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. This Presents a Wonderful Opportunity!

9 e have full control over:

*"All things working together for good and how we love God,
* Being called according to His purpose.

* Becoming foreknown and predestined.

* It 1s all based on:

* He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
® Jesus said: “if you have seen Me, you have seen the Father.
®* If we seek to conform ourselves to His image all of these
things become ours. This 1s the “treasure hidden in the

field” are we selling all that we have to buy 1t?
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What Is “the image of His Son”

® A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is
perfectly trained will be like his teacher. Lk. 6.40

® True and genuine disciples become like their Master.
® When we are perfectly trained, we will become like Jesus.
® How are we perfectly trained to become like Jesus



How Jesus Planned for us to become like Him?

* And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, 12 for
the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to

a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ; Eph 4:11-14

® Jesus gave us gifts! Are we using them? Do we know How?
®* Are we equipped, working, building up as Jesus did?

®* Are we gaining the knowledge of God’s Son?

® Can we measure up to the stature of the fullness of Christ?




as 1n a Mirror
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e A=s we read and apply the m, we are transformed.

* Manifesting the same 1mage -
® Changing from the glory 1n the Scriptures into the glory

1n ourselves.



u _I.t Can Be a Painful Process

9 been crucified with Christ, it is no longer [ who

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which [ now

live in the flesh I [ive by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me. Gal 2:20-21

* If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right
hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. ... 5 Therefore, put to death your
members which are on the earth: Col 3:1-5




We Must C Aange and Transform
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WI h hzs deeds, 10 and have put on the

1ew man who is renewed in knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him Col 3:9-10

* put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which
grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the
new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness and holiness. Eph 4:22-24
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We Can Ag¢ gain Reflect the Divine Nature

': be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God
and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us
all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the

world through lust. 2 Peter 1.:2-4
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..How Do We Reflect It?

* For this very cause adding on your part all diligence, add
to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge
self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks
these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has

forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 2 Peter
1:5-11




The Blessi ngs for those who Conform

S en, be even more diligent to make
your call and election sure, for if you do these things
you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.




The Work Is Done: We Just have to Reflect

* And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I

have commanded you,; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age." Amen. Matt 28:18-20

® As in water face reflects face, So a man's heart reveals the
man. Prov 27:19



Wall.it Be? Darkness or Light?
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does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds m

clearly seen, that they have been done in God.
o
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