In The Beginning...

1 the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. .
26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness, let them have dominion ... b28 So
God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. 31 Then
God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was
very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth

day. Gen 1.

® Those living in heaven and man and woman on earth 1n His
image 1n perfect harmony. God’s attributes perfectly placed
into man’s eternal soul. Thinking as as God thinks and living
as God lived. The righteousness, holiness, and love existing ‘
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1 His Image. ..

and man and woman on earth in His
armony God’s attributes pertectly placed
into man’s eternal soul. Thinking as as God thinks and living
as God lived. The righteousness, holiness, and love existing
for eternity in heaven perfectly transferred into the heart and
soul of Adam and Eve.

‘

* He made us just a little lower than the angels.

* What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of
man that You visit him? 5 For You have made him a little

lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with
glory and honor Ps. §:4-5
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“or a little less than 130 years
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2 Adam lived one hundred
’ . . ‘. a
son in his own likeness, after his image,
Seth. Gen. 5.:3-4 e

®* Only during those years did heaven and earth share the
symmetry and harmony God created man and this creation
to have with Him.



_ Sin. Changed Everything

}

* Adam and Eve, and all their offspring became selfish and
self-centered. Selfishly using others for their own desires
with little concern for the harm 1t does.

* God’s pertect image marred and corrupted.
* The speed with which this change occurred 1s heartrending.

* The firstborn, Cain, selfishly refused to heed God’s desires
in His worship. When God, and the inspired Abel, made

this clear, Cain lashed out and killed his brother. The
slippery slope into evil and corruption led to the flood. ‘
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The Chasm Between Heaven and Earth
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e, God could not allow i
1en the Lord saw that the wickedness of man
in the earth, and that every intent of the thoug ts of his
heart was only evil continually. ... 11 The earth also 'o -
corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with

violence. 12 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it
was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth. Gen. 6:5-6



Not One Escaped

5] 2fore, just as through one man sin entered the world,
and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men,
because all sinned — Rom. 5:12

* As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one, 11
There is none who understands; There is none who seeks
after God. 12 They have all turned aside,; They have
together become unprofitable; There is none who does
good, no, not one." Rom. 3:10-12

® Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright,
But they have sought out many schemes." Eccl 7:29




2 God’s Ways Forgotten, His Image Lost: Darkness
= e v

'ho sat in darkness have seen a great light,
dnd upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death

Light has dawned." Mt. 4:16

* And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing
evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his
deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth

comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that
they have been done in God." Jn. 3:19-21




e Light of the World

hem again, saying, "l am the light of the
d. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but
have the light of life." Jn .8:12

* As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." Jn.
i

* Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with
you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake
you, he who walks in darkness does not know where he is

going. 36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that
you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and

departed, and was hidden from them. Jn. 12:35-36
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Our Dismal State

- * And you, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which
you once walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who
now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also
we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh,

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, just as the others. Ep. 2:1-3




Jesus Came to Restore Harmony

vine nature, lost in the fall, forgotten, and unknown
estored into the world, when Jesus came. By His life He
gave us a perfect picture, by His death He brought the power
to return The gospel holds the power and be restored.

* Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given
to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by
which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. 2 Peter 1.:2-4




The Restored Image?
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comforted 3 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit
the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the
merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the
pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the
peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'

sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Mt. 5:3-12




Jesus 1s God 1n the Flesh

me to reveal the true Adam bring harmony back
etween heaven and earth. He lived the life Adam should
have lived to show man how 1t should be done.
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* Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet
you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has

seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the
Father'? Jn 14:9

®* He showed man the image of God 1n a fleshly body.

® He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His

Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Rom. 8:29




God Called Those He Foreknew.

* And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these
He also justified, and whom He justified, these He also
glorified. Rom 8:25-30

® Jesus’ life 1s a template. All whom God foreknew will
conform themselves to that image. If we do not conform,
we are not blessed and we are not among the foreknown.




e Fir b(_)rn of Many Brethren

ong many brethren.

foreknew He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

* First, we must be called through the gospel (2Th. 2:14) and
never be offended and always becoming closer to Jesus.

* Those called are justified, those justified are glorified!

* 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He
justified, these He also glorified. Rom 8:28-3()




= Jesus did not Meet John’s Expectations

‘ ;- n*John had heard in prison about the works of

Chrzst he sent two of his disciples 3 and said to Him, "Are

You the Coming One, or do we look for another?" 4 Jesus
answered and said to them, "Go and tell John the things
which you hear and see: 5 The blind see and the lame walk;
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6
And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me." Mt
11:2-6

® First, Jesus restored His faith with Scripture, then strongly

warned him and us. He 1s perfect ...




Paul’s Fear e will Not Be Comformed

erieits being preached today. Words
' deeds placed over Him and accepted as Him.

.

* There is only one Jesus and only one Image.

* The one we find 1n the Bible.

* But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes preaches
another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive
a different spirit which you have not received, or a different

gospel which you have not accepted — you may well put up
with it! 2 Cor 11:3-4
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