
A Universal Principle 

There is no occupation or hobby that does not require
careful attention to the details.

Recipes in food and beverages and cooking, blueprints in
businesses that make and build things. Spreadsheets for
accountants, doses for doctors and nurses.

We all know that a miscalculation can end in financial or
even physical disaster.

As man moves further and further into technology, he has
learned that there can’t be any deviation. The smaller things
are and the more complex the greater the need for precision.



Universal for Everything but Scripture

For multitudes of reasons, the precision and exacting 
standards we use every day and in every realm are 
suspended when we come to serve God. 

What we would dare not do in our jobs and hobbies is done 
without thought to God. 



God Has Been Very Clear that He Expects Better
And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? 
And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it 
then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? 
Would he accept you favorably?” Says the Lord of hosts. … 
14 For I am a great King,“ Says the Lord of hosts, Mal. 1:8

"Thus speaks the Lord of hosts, saying: 'This people says, 
"The time has not come, the time that the Lord's house 
should be built.’” 3 Then the word of the Lord came by 
Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 "Is it time for you yourselves 
to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple to lie in 
ruins?" 5 Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: 
"Consider your ways! Hag 1:1-5



Consider the First Act of Worship
Abel gave meticulous attention to every detail. He heard 
what God asked for and offered a more excellent sacrifice.
Cain brought what suited him. He expected God to change 
His expectations to allow Him to do what He wanted. 
Like any employer, God refused to accept what did not 
please Him and what would not work.  
He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was 
very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 So the Lord said to 
Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for 
you, but you should rule over it." Gen. 4:5-7



The Inconsistency of God’s Servants. 
When Abel’s sacrifice “worked” and Cain’s failed, Cain 
became angry.

God’s question would fit any activity today that failed. If 
someone fails, they are counseled to “go back to the 
drawing board” and figure out what went wrong. 

“if at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” 

If they stomp off in anger, they will remain a failure. 

Both Edison and the Wright brothers did not become angry 
with failure, they just kept trying and trying. 

For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their 
generation than the sons of light. Luke 16:8



Lack of Shrewdness (Wisdom to Succeed)

Engineers, inventors, cooks and builders would be very 
happy to have an error pointed out to them so they avoid 
failure and find success. 

Yet Cain chose to kill for the same reason. 

It wasn’t Abel’s approach and demeanor because he was 
an inspired prophet. 

Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you 
the truth? Gal. 4:16



Why Do People Act so Differently?

Therefore the wisdom of God also said, 'I will send them 
prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and 
persecute,'  50 that the blood of all the prophets which was 
shed from the foundation of the world may be required of 
this generation,  51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of 
Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple. 
Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation. Lk. 
11:49-51



This will Never Change

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and 
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.” Mt. 
5:10-12 

“Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they 
exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, 
For the Son of Man’s sake... For in like manner their fathers 
did to the prophets. Lk. 6:22-23

It makes no sense. It is completely opposite of all other 
areas of life, but it is the truth and we have to accept it. 



What God Commanded is Universal

Everyone expects that the blueprint they give to a builder 
be followed exactly as specified

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among 
them. 9 According to all that I show you, that is, the 
pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its 
furnishings, just so you shall make it. Ex 25:8-9

And see to it that you make them according to the pattern 
which was shown you on the mountain. Ex 25:40

They were building God’s house. He had every right to 
expect them to follow His blueprints and pattern. 



Comparison of Jesus in His church and the Tabernacle 
For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since 
there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 
who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as 
Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make 
the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things 
according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."  6 
But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, 
inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, 
which was established on better promises. Heb 8:4-6



The Prototype is in Heaven. We must Match It

Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in 
the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For 
Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us; Heb 9:23-25

We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a 
Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which 
the Lord erected, and not man. Heb 8:1-2

NKJV



It is Consistent

Why is it that so hard to understand that God only asks for 
what we must do in every other endeavor? 

Engineer plan an airplane and there must be no deviations

Scientist sends a rocket to the moon: No modifications

Apple wants an Ipad to their specs: No Innovation 

God wants a tabernacle and church to save people and tells 
us not to deviate.

Why are all the others wise craftsman while the Christian 
who seeks the same thing is narrowminded and unloving?



Recipe for Coke and Pepsi are carefully guarded secrets. 
Anyone modifying it fired – An expensive recall. 

God has revealed that Salvation is made up of five 
“ingredients.” 

Leave one out or add another in and it will fail to save.

Worship is made up of five “ingredients.” 

Cain has already shown us what will happen if we leave 
something out or change it to our own liking. 

But point this out to those involved and watch the sparks 
fly!



God Carefully Planned so All would be in Harmony
Modifications only create chaos and failure.

It can’t do what God designed it to do if man makes
uninformed changes that can only bring disaster.

"If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free." Jn 8:31-32

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of
Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of
Christ has both the Father and the Son. 2 John 9-10

True in all realms that work with physics, chemistry, etc.

Why would it be different in God’s realm?



Can Grace really Make Broken Things Work? 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us 
from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own 
special people, zealous for good works. 15 Speak these 
things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one 
despise you. Titus 2:11-15

Even with grace, Titus must exhort and rebuk all deviation. 
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