
ÅNow in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 

and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and 

some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses 

himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 

sanctified, meet for the Masterôs use, prepared for every 

good work. 2 Tim 2:20-22

ÅA vessel of gold or silver ïfor honor

ÅA vessel of wood or clay ïfor dishonor 

An Expectation of Providence



¢ƘŜ .ŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ άtǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ

Latin ï ñpro-videntia ð ñto know or see before, 
foreknowledge or foresight.ò 
God is Omnipotent (All Powerful)
Exceedingly abundantly above all we can ask or think
God is omniscient (All Knowing) 
He sees what was, what is and what will be. 
the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent 
of the thoughts 1Chrn. 28:9
God is eternal (No Beginning and No End)
God is omnipresent (Everywhere) 



DƻŘΩǎ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ
Infinitely complicated and incomprehensible. 

With ñforesightò and ñforeknowledge,ò joined to  His infinite 
power to intervene in this creation:

God can intervene at any moment in love and mercy to bring about 
His purposes.

What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power 
known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath 
prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the 
riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared 
beforehand for glory, Rom. 9:22-24



Å19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, 

having this seal, ñThe Lord knows those who are 

His,ò and, ñLet everyone who names the name of the  

Lord abstain from wickedness.ò 

Å21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the 

latter, he will beé 2Tim 2:19, 21

We Decide!

Who makes the Final Decision?



ÅThe Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own 

heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His 

people," 1Sam. 13:14

ÅAnd after He had removed him, He raised up David to be 

their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, óI 

have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, 

who will do all My will.ô Acts 13:22-23

David Chose!

Before God Called him!



ÅFor David, after he had served the purpose of God in 

his own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among 

his fathers, and underwent decay; Acts 13:36

Prepared for every good work

David was a vessel for Honor



ÅFor truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles 

and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do 

whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to 

be done. Acts 4:27-29

ÅHim, being delivered by the determined purpose and 

foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, 

have crucified, and put to death; Acts 2:23

Vessels for Dishonor



ÅFor the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, "For this very 

purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in 

you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth."  

18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom 

He wills He hardens. Rom 9:17-18

Vessels for Dishonor



ÅDoes not the potter have power over the clay, from the same 

lump to make one vessel for honor and another for 

dishonor? 22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and 

to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering 

the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that 

He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels 

of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 

even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of 

the Gentiles? Rom 9:21-24



Meet for The Masterõs Use

David ... in his own generation ... served the purpose of God

Began when David stood before Goliath.

1 Sam 17:32 -37



A Great Cloud of Witnesses

By Faith

Who will I send?

Here am I send Me

God Called 

They  Followed

Let us also run the race set before us...

Is This only for special people?

Isaiah 6:8 -9



ÅTherefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 

cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 

sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, Heb. 12:1-2

ÅWe are serving God in our generation just and David and 

Isaiah and all the other generations. 

ÅGod needs people today and chooses them based on the 

preparation made because of an expectation of providence

Great Cloud of Witnesses



Paulõs role in God's Eternal Purpose

Though less than the least, Paul was called

Here am I send Me

Eph 3:8-11

As chief he is an example to us all 1 Tim 1:12-16

1 Pet 4:10-11Find our gift & serve God's purpose in our generation



As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, 

as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If 

anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If 

anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which 

God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10-11




