A Battle Greater than We can Imagine

® Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Eph. 6.10-13

® What we see as a temptation 1s actually a battle for our soul.
If we give 1n we die.




“Take — Our Personal Choice
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,

> Holy §piri has created a “spiritual” sword to do battle 1n
the spiritual realm.

* For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to
the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 2Cor
10.:3-4

* But the helmet of Salvation nor the Spirit’s sword can help us
if we don’t take them. The emphasis of the word “take” 1s on
our side. They are offered, but only by reason of use can they
be taken up, made our own and make us “mighty in God.”




" David did not Have Time to Take

¢ Saul’s armor because he had not
nad time to test and prove it in battle. It appears
he could barely walk 1n 1t, let alone fight with it.

.

* So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze
helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail.
39 David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk,
for he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, "I

cannot walk with these, for I have not tested them." So
David took them off. 1Sam. 17:35-39

® If that armor had been critical to the battle David would
have lost. But this was man’s armor and he didn’t need it.
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* For everyone who partakes O
~ the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 1
food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to

discern both good and evil. Heb. 5:13-14
® Until each of us becomes of full age, by reason of use

have the senses exercised to discern good and evil, we
have not yet taken up the sword and are vulnerable.



: Using the Sword of the Spirit

~* Eve only had one Scripture to wield against the wiles of the
~ devil. She could have used it, but she did not know how.

* Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the
field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the
woman, "Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every
tree of the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent,
"We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden, 3 but of the
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has

said, '"You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die."" Gen 3:1-3

® She could have used 1t to decisively end the conflict.




- :_,\ IS Us e_d it.at the First Great Battle and Won!
- .

1 the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the
Son of God command that these stones become bread." 4
But He answered and said, "It is written, '"Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from
the mouth of God."" 5 Then the devil took Him up into the
holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said
to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.
For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,'
and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash
your foot against a stone.’ 7 Jesus said to him, “It is written
again, 'You shall not tempt the Lord your God. " Mt. 4:1-7 |
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Jes S 1 ed.the Sword of the Spirit to gamn Victory
9

l took Him up on an exceedingly high
mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, "All these things I
will give You if You will fall down and worship me." 10
Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is
written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him
only you shall serve."" 11 Then the devil left Him, and
behold, angels came and ministered to Him. Mt. 4.:1-11

Jesus won! He used God’s word as the sword and won the
victory. This 1s how He won the victory over all temptations
and how He won the victory over all adversaries.




This Sword.is more Powerful than all Others

he word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of

soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb 4:12-13

-

v,




We must le AT to. comprehend 1ts Full Power

ason we also thank God without ceasing,
because when you received the word of God which

you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
also effectively works in you who believe. 1Th 2.:13

- For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who

believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. Rom
[1:16-17
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~ Whentis fully Taken Up and Used
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* that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work. 2 Tim 3:15-17




{-_o: _ssured Joshua and Explained its Use

_____ rong and very courageous, that you may observe
to do according to all the law which Moses My servant
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to
the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This
Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to
do according to all that is written in it. For then you will
make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of
good courage,; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go." Josh 1:7-9




How: to Take up the Sword of the Spirit

* Use the gifts given by Jesus to become equipped!

* And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ, 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by

the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, Eph. 4:11-15




le Comprehensive Nature of this Sword

* The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The
- testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple, 8
The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes, 9
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever,; The
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much
fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11
Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping
them there is great reward. Ps 19:7-11




- The_ Bereans Taking up the Sword

9 ere more fair-minded than those in

T hessalonzca in that they received the word with all
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so. Acts 17:11-12

* It 1s not hard to take up the sword of the Spirit and
become proficient in its use.

®* But 1t does take diligence:

® Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a

worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth. 2Tim. 2:15
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