
Draw Near to GOD:

Overcoming 

Obstacles

James 4:7-10



God Draws Us to Himself

• Every work of God for mankind seeks to 
bring us near to Him. 



Acts 17:26-28

26 “And He has made from one blood every 
nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and has determined their preappointed
times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 

27 so that they should seek the Lord, in 
the hope that they might grope for Him and 
find Him, though He is not far from each 
one of us; 

28 for in Him we live and move and have our 
being…”



God Draws Us To Himself

• Every work of God for mankind seeks to bring 
us near to Him.

• The Gospel is the culmination of that effort: 
• Eph. 2:13: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once 

were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ… 18 For through Him we both 
have access by one Spirit to the Father.

• John 14:6: Jesus is the way to the Father. 
Outside Him there is no other (Acts 4:12).

• God calls every one of us to Himself through 
this gospel: 1 Thess. 2:12; 2 Thess. 2:14.



By Grace we are Saved

• Ephesians 2:1-5: We were dead in 
trespasses and sins, but He makes us 
alive in Christ.

• 2:8: By grace we are saved, and not of 
ourselves. 

• Luke 15:17-24: Like the prodigal Son, we 
must come to our senses, we must turn to 
God, but it is God to brings us in and 
places on us a robe of righteousness. 



We Must Draw Near to Him

• James 4:1-5: Sometimes, we allow 
influences and behaviors that keep God at 
a distance.

• James 4:7-10: Though God brings us near 
by the blood of Jesus, we must draw near 
to Him in the way we live!

• We LIMIT how near we are willing to draw 
to Him.

• What hinders us? What are we holding on 
to that keeps God at arms length? 



Obstacles

• Pride: James 4:6

• Self-seeking: James 3:14-16

• Ignorance of God’s word: 2 Pet. 1:9

• Unbelief: Heb. 12:13

• Unrepentant and Unconfessed Sin: 1 John 
1:9; 2:1

• Unforgiving: Matt. 18:23-25; Heb. 12:14-15

• Conceit (vain glory): Rom. 12:3



Individually and 
Congregationally

• Rev. 2:2-3: Labor and patience, good. 

• Vs. 4 No love? REPENT or else I will 
remove your lampstand. 

• Rev. 2:13: You hold fast, good. 

• Vs. 14-15: Allow false and destructive 
doctrines? Repent or I will come and fight.

• Rev. 3:15-16: Self-sufficiency

• Vs. 17-18: Buy from Jesus, trust in His 
grace, not in self. 



James 4:7-10

7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you.

8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded.

9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy 
to gloom.

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord, and He will lift you up.
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