God’ Goal and Plan

nake man in Our image, according

: ss; let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created

them. Gen. 1:26-28
* God’s intent:
* A world of the fairness and justice of His righteousness.
* A world of wanting what 1s best for others 1n His Love.




- Satan Sowed a Tare (worthless weed)

1 the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the
ruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said,
'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die.'"" 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will
not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil." Gen 3:2-7

® The heart of one 1n His 1mage and likeness 1s
confronted with the selfishness of sinful rebellion.
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®* The result: R

® Now Cain talked with Abel his brother,; and it came to pass,

when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel
his brother and killed him. Gen 4:8

® In a single generation from God’s image to murder




an’s Divided Nature

on Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and
dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden. Gen 4:16-17

* And as for Seth, to him also a son was born, and he named

him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the
Lord. Gen 4:26

®* Cain left God and never returned. He lived a life like all
worldly people live 1n selfishness.

® Seth 1s a mystery. Note what 1s said. Seth bore Enosh ...
then men began to call on the name of the Lord.
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the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh haa
corrupted their way on the earth. Gen 6:6-6 11-12
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® But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. ... 9 Noah

was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked

with God. Gen. 6:9-10



d.KneW All of This BEFORE He made Man

f usz‘ as through one man sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because
all sinned Rom. 5:12

* for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness,
because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that
were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present
time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier

of the one who has faith in Jesus. Rom. 3:22-26
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God S¢ I.HIS Son.to. Reconcile for Sinners and Enemies

9 en we were Still without strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will
one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even
dare to die. 8§ But God demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall
be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved
by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received the reconciliation. Rom. 5:6-11




/_r_:.,_, Was (God Hoping For

ings work together for good to

‘who love God, to those who are the called according
“to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified, and whom He
justified, these He also glorified. Rom 8:28-30)

* God did not reconcile specific individuals. He reconciled a
class of men and women who wanted to be conformed to
the 1mage of His Son.




Jo Be “Conformed” We must be “Transformed”

 * [ beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom 12:1-2

®* This 1s why God created the heavens and the earth though
knowing man would do exactly what he did do.

®* He wanted to gather as many as possible.

®* He wants those who want to be conformed to the 1mage of
His son and are willing to transform in order to do it.



This IS Exactly What Jesus Said in His Sermon

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of
* heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the
earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed are the
merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8§ Blessed are the pure
in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the
peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Mt. 5:3-10

®* These are the people conformed to the 1mage of His Son.
®* Do we want to be one of them? Do we long to be different?
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70 Be Conformed we must Transform

yith unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
2Cor3:18

as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given
to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature,

having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
[lust. 2 Peter 1:3-4




How . we Control the Transformation

hen you were raised with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand
of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things
on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then
you also will appear with Him in glory. Col 3:1-3
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Our Spiritual Metamorphosis

* be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of

God.

®* beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just
as by the Spirit of the Lord.

® While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and
departed, and was hidden from them. John 12:36




- How we Control the Metamorphosis

-~ * 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the

- earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things
the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,
7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in
them.

8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off
the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new

man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image
of Him who created him, Col 3:5-9




_ How we Control the Metamorphosis

e, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
ender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness,
longsuffering, 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another,
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But

above all these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfection. Col 3:1-17

.




Controlling our Own Metamorphosis

* as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain

to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given
to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature,

having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. 2 Peter 1:3-11




Controlling our Own Metamorphosis

* 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to
your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks
these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has

forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 2 Peter
[:3-11



Controlling our Own Metamorphosis

" * Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call
and election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble, 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you

abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. . 2Pet. 1:3-11

®* We do the same thing with:
® The Sermon on the Mount
® The Fruits of the Spirit
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