
• And He has made from one blood every nation of men 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has 
determined their preappointed times and the 
boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should 
seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for 
Him and find Him, though He is not far from each 
one of us; Acts 17:26-27

• the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and 
appoints over it whomever He chooses. Dan 5:21

God Works with Nations



• The instant I speak concerning a nation and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and 
to destroy it,  8 if that nation against whom I have 
spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster 
that I thought to bring upon it. 9 And the instant I 
speak concerning a nation and concerning a 
kingdom, to build and to plant it, 10 if it does evil in 
My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will 
relent concerning the good with which I said I would 
benefit it. Jer 18:7-11

God Works with Nations



Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He 
had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 

The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was 
filled with violence. 12 So God looked upon the earth, and 
indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way 
on the earth.

13 And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come 
before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; 
and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Gen 6:11-14

From the Very Beginning



God Reveals to Abraham (and to us) 

17 And the Lord said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I 
am doing, … 20  And the Lord said, "Because the outcry 
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin 
is very grave, 21 I will go down now and see whether they 
have done altogether according to the outcry against it that 
has come to Me; and if not, I will know.“ And Abraham 
came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous 
with the wicked? 24 Suppose there were fifty righteous 
within the city; would You also destroy the place and not 
spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? Gen 18:17, 20-
21, 24



The Judge of All the Earth WILL do Right

Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be 
as the wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right?“ 26 So the Lord said, "If I find in 
Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all 
the place for their sakes.“ 32 "Let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be 
found there?“ And He said, "I will not destroy it for the 
sake of ten." Gen 18:25-26

God could not even find 10. Just Lot and his family. 



God Has Pity

Then God saw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God relented from the disaster that He had 
said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it. 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became 
angry. 2 So he prayed to the Lord, and said, "Ah, Lord, 
was not this what I said when I was still in my country? 
Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish; for I know that 
You are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and 
abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from doing 
harm. Jonah 3:10; 4:1-2



God Has Pity

But the Lord said, "You have had pity on the plant for 
which you have not labored, nor made it grow, which 
came up in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should 
I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more 
than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
cannot discern between their right hand and their left —
and much livestock?“ Jonah 4:10-11

But what if they refused to repent? What if after all God 
had done, there is no remorse or godly sorrow? 



He stretched out the form of a hand, and took me by a lock 
of my hair; and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and 
heaven, and brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to 
the door of the north gate of the inner court, where the seat 
of the image of jealousy was, which provokes to jealousy  
Ezek 8:3

Ezekiel is taken up by a vision

He is now watching at the door of the inner court of the 
temple. 

He sees an idol that has provoked God to jealousy

A Disaster Comes to Israel



Then He called out in my hearing with a loud voice, saying, 
"Let those who have charge over the city draw near, each 
with a deadly weapon in his hand." 2 And suddenly six 
men came from the direction of the upper gate, which 
faces north, each with his battle-ax in his hand. One man 
among them was clothed with linen and had a writer's 
inkhorn at his side. They went in and stood beside the 
bronze altar. Ezek 9:1-7

In the vision, God shows Ezekiel 6 “men” who have charge 
of the punishment of Jerusalem.

He also showed Ezekiel a man with an inkhorn

A Vision to Be Remembered



He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the 
writer's inkhorn at his side; 4 and the Lord said to him, "Go 
through the midst of the city, through the midst of 
Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men 
who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done 
within it." Ezek 9:1-7

The Key Thought: sigh and cry over all the abominations 
that are done within it.

The “less than 10” righteous and devout are identified by 
God to be marked and spared. 

God “WILL do right”

A Vision Never to be Forgotten



5 To the others He said in my hearing, "Go after him 
through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor 
have any pity. 6 Utterly slay old and young men, maidens 
and little children and women; but do not come near anyone 
on whom is the mark; Ezek 9:1-6

This is a vision. It is not an actual account. 

There is a principle here that God wanted known.

When judgment comes on a nation, those who are sighing 
and crying over abominations will be spared. 

A Vision to Be Remembered



Ezekiel is Overwhelmed
8 So it was, that while they were killing them, I was left alone; 
and I fell on my face and cried out, and said, "Ah, Lord God! 
Will You destroy all the remnant of Israel in pouring out Your 
fury on Jerusalem?" 9 Then He said to me, "The iniquity of the 
house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly great, and the land is 
full of bloodshed, and the city full of perversity; for they say, 
'The Lord has forsaken the land, and the Lord does not see!' 
10 And as for Me also, My eye will neither spare, nor will I 
have pity, but I will recompense their deeds on their own 
head." 11 Just then, the man clothed with linen, who had the 
inkhorn at his side, reported back and said, "I have done as 
You commanded me." Ezek 9:9-11



Since the mark that will protect is only placed on those 
sighing and crying over the abominations:

1. We need to learn what these abominations are.

2. We need to assess our own attitude toward them

3. If there are any discrepancies we need to repent

4. This should be an assessment we make often.

5. It is critical for those on the Lord’s side. 

Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever 
therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. Jas 4:4

Are We One of the Fifty Righteous? 



Lot: One of the 10 Righteous
• and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the 

filthy conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, 

dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from 

day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds) — 9 

then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of 

temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for 

the day of judgment, 2 Peter 2:7-10

• Lot’s attitude is made a template 

• He is an example of the godly God will deliver.

• Those content living among them would be considered the 

unjust. God wants our heart. 



God Never Changes
If God is grieved we should be grieved. 

If Lot was vexed and tormented we should be.

If those who sigh and cry over abominations were spared, 
we should sigh and cry over abominations. 

If friendship with world makes us enemies of God, we must 
not become friends.

As strangers, pilgrims, exiles and aliens should act like it.

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your 
conduct honorable among the Gentiles, 1Pet 2:11-12



Ordinances of Nations & …of God

According to the doings of the land of Egypt, where you 
dwelt, you shall not do; and according to the doings of 
the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, you shall 
not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances. 4 You 
shall observe My judgments and keep My ordinances, to 
walk in them: I am the Lord your God. 5 You shall 
therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a 
man does, he shall live by them: I am the Lord. Lev 18:1-
5



Spiritual Abominations

you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those 
nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone 
who makes his son or his daughter pass through the 
fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or 
one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who 
conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who 
calls up the dead. 12 For all who do these things are an 
abomination to the Lord, and because of these 
abominations the Lord your God drives them out from 
before you.  Deut 18:9-14



Assessing Ourselves

Abominations are disgusting, sickening, sinister and 
frightening things. 

If we sigh and cry over them: Safe

If we are entertained by them, talk of them as normal, feel 
nothing when we see them, we are defiled to some degree. 

I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate the work of 
those who fall away; It shall not cling to me.  4 A perverse 
heart shall depart from me; I will not know wickedness. Ps 
101:3-4
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