


LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THE 
APOSTLE PAUL



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL

•1 Corinthians 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also 

imitate Christ.

•1 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore I urge you, imitate 

me.



YOU TOO CAN BE SAVED

•Acts 9:1-2

•Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked letters from him to the 
synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found 
any who were of the Way, whether men or 
women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem.



YOU TOO CAN BE SAVED

•Acts 22:4

•I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and 

delivering into prisons both men and women, 



YOU TOO CAN BE SAVED

•Acts 26:10

•This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the 

saints I shut up in prison, having received 

authority from the chief priests; and when they 

were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 



YOU TOO CAN BE SAVED

•Galatians 1:13

•For you have heard of my former conduct in 

Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God 

beyond measure and tried to destroy it.



YOU TOO CAN BE SAVED

•1 Timothy 1:15-17

•15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this 

reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 

might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who 

are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

•Acts 22:3

• "I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but 

brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, 

taught according to the strictness of our fathers' 

law, and was zealous toward God as you all are 

today.



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

•Acts 22:28

• The commander answered, "With a large 

sum I obtained this citizenship.“ And Paul 

said, "But I was born a citizen."



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

•Galatians 1:14

•And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my 

contemporaries in my own nation, being more 

exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my 

fathers.



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

•Philippians 3:4-9

•4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If 

anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I 

more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; 

concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, 

persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which 

is in the law, blameless. 



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

•Philippians 3:4-9

•7 But what things were gain to me, these I have 
counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count 
all things loss for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count 
them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

•Galatians 6:14

•But God forbid that I should boast except in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 

world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. 



PHYSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS IN LIFE DO NOT 
REALLY MATTER A LOT

1 Corinthians 1:31 that, as it is written, "He who 

glories, let him glory in the LORD.“

•Galatians 5:26 Let us not become conceited, 

provoking one another, envying one another.



BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN THAT 
SOME MIGHT BE SAVED

•1 Corinthians 9:20-23

•20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win 
Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, 
that I might win those who are under the law; 21 to those 
who are without law, as without law(not being without 
law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I 
might win those who are without law; 22 to the weak I 
became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have 
become all things to all men, that I might by all means 
save some. 



BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN THAT 
SOME MIGHT BE SAVED

•1 Corinthians 10:32-33

•32 Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the 

Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just as I also

please all men in all things, not seeking my own 

profit, but the profit of many, that they may be 

saved. 



BECOME ALL THINGS TO ALL MEN THAT 
SOME MIGHT BE SAVED

•Acts 26:2 "I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because 

today I shall answer for myself before you concerning 

all the things of which I am accused by the Jews,

•Philemon 10 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, 

whom I have begotten while in my chains,



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD

•Philippians 4:8

•Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy — meditate on these things.



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD

•Philippians 4:11

• Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 

learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD
• 2 Corinthians 11:24-28

• 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 

25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three 

times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the 

deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of 

robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the 

Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 

in the sea, in perils among false brethren

•



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD

• 2 Corinthians 11:24-28

•27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in 

hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 

nakedness-- 28 besides the other things, what comes 

upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD

•Philippians 1:12-13

•But I want you to know, brethren, that the things 

which happened to me have actually turned out 

for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has 

become evident to the whole palace guard, and 

to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD

•Philippians 1:18

•What then? Only that in every way, whether in 

pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this 

I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD

•Philippians 1:21

•For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.



LEARN TO SEE THE GOOD IN THE BAD
•2 Corinthians 12:9-10

•9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for 

My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore

most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take 

pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 

persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.



FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY

•Acts 26:16-18

•16 But rise and stand on your feet; for I have 
appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a 
minister and a witness both of the things which 
you have seen and of the things which I will yet 
reveal to you.  17 I will deliver you from the 
Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to 
whom I now send you,  



FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY

•Acts 26:16-18

•18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from 

darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 

God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and an inheritance among those who are 

sanctified by faith in Me.' 



FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY

•1 Corinthians 9:16-17

•16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to 

boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe 

is me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do 

this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my 

will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship.



FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY

•1 Timothy 1:12-13

•And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has 

enabled me, because He counted me faithful, 

putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was 

formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an 

insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did 

it ignorantly in unbelief.



FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY

•2 Timothy 4:5

•But you be watchful in all things, endure 

afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 

your ministry.



FULFILL YOUR MINISTRY
•Romans 12:5-8

• 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that 

is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 

prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us 

use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 

he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with 

liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 

mercy, with cheerfulness.



PRESS ON TO THE FINISH LINE

•Philippians 3:12-14

•Not that I have already attained, or am already 
perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; 
but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind and reaching forward to those things which are 
ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.



PRESS ON TO THE FINISH LINE

•1 Corinthians 9:27

But I discipline my body and bring it into 

subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 

myself should become disqualified.



PRESS ON TO THE FINISH LINE

•2 Timothy 4:7-8

•7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid 

up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 

Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 

loved His appearing.
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