Grace & Security

* For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; It Is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest
anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created
In Christ Jesus for good works Eph. 2:8-10

* A wonderful passage designed to give hope and confidence.
* At the end of our life ... when we stand before God...
* It won’t be our works ... but our faith that will save us.




Satan Creates Controversy

* Many of the most comforting and important doctrines and
Scriptures are covered In controversy.

* Satan clouds truth and promises through error

* When error carries some to an extreme:

* Once saved always saved,

* Forgiveness Is unconditional to those who are Christians.
* there Is always to problem of going to the other extreme.




We are Saved by Grace through Faith

® For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it Is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest
anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship

®* Do we enjoy and relish this passage?

®* Do we read it, then thinking of all the false conclusions that
have been made, are never really feel comforted by it?

®* The passage Itself is absolute truth.

®* We are saved by our faith and not by our works.

®* While our mind wants to go immediately to James 2.

® Go there 15 truth of passage is obscured. Let’s go there last



God’s Demonstration

» God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then,
having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through Him. 10 For If when we were enemies
we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,

much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life. Rom. 5:5-10

* God’s intent and desire 1s clear. Everything within Him 1s
directed toward our salvation.




We Also Learn Confidence!

® My yoke Is easy my burden is light; Mt. 11:28-30
® No condemnation to those in Christ; Rom. 8:1-2 1
® \We are more than conguerors through him Rom. 8:37

* God wants all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the
truth. 1 Tim. 2:3-4

®* Jehovah pities those who fear him. Ps. 103:8-14
®* |f we confess our sins, he Is faithful and just to forgive. 1Jn. 1:9
®* When we look at God and His plan we feel confident




God Appointed us to Be Saved

* For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for
us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together
with Him. 1Th. 5:8-10

* God has appointed and set us Into the position (appointed)
to receive salvation.

* Everything He has done is directed toward this end.
* He Is our ally, doing everything possible to bring It about.
* The only thing we now fear is our own will.




Even at Her Worst — Still God Pitied — Us Too!

* "How can | give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you
over, Israel? How can | make you like Admah? How can |
set you like Zebolim? My heart churns within Me; My
sympathy is stirred. Hos 11:8

* For a mere moment | have forsaken you, But with great
mercies | will gather you. With a little wrath | hid My face
from you for a moment; But with everlasting kindness | will
have mercy on you,” Isa. 54:7-3

®* God 1s for us! He has done and will do all to save us. But
the choice lies within us.



The Balance of Grace centers on God

| Cor 10:13 God will make a way of escape.

Jn 10:27-29 No one will snatch us out of his hand.
| Tim 2:3-4 God desires all men to be saved.

| Th 5:9 The Lord is faithful

| Pet 1:3-5 By the power of God are guarded.

Rom 8:31-39 Nothing can separate us
Ps 103:8-14 Jehovah pities those who fear Him.



But Lastly ... In The Present Moment — Fear

®* when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and
commits iniquity, All the righteousness which he has done
shall not be remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of
which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed,
because of them he shall die. 18:20-24

®* "When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness,
commits Iniquity, and dies In It, i1t is because of the Iniguity
which he has done that he dies. 18:26

®* "When | say to the righteous that he shall surely live, but he

trusts in his own righteousness and commits iniguity, none
of his righteous works shall be remembered; 33:12-13




Yet Still ... The Present Moment -- Confidence

®* if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has
committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful
and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the
transgressions which he has committed shall be
remembered against him; because of the righteousness
which he has done, he shall live. 18:21-22

® Again, when a wicked man turns away from the wickedness
which he committed, and does what is lawful and right, he
preserves himself alive. 28 "Because he considers and turns
away from all the transgressions which he committed, he
shall surely live; he shall not die. Ezek 18:27-28
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Under such Circumstances — Blending All Truth

® Don't be conceited, but fear if God did not spare the
natural branches, neither will He spare you. Rom 11:19

® Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you
an evil, unbelieving heart. Heb 3:12-13

®* let us fear lest, while a promise remains any one of you
should seem come short of it. Heb 4:1-3

® conduct yourselves In fear during the time of your stay
upon earth 1 Pet1:17

® Be sober be watchful Your adversary, the devil, prowls
about like a roaring lion, | Pet 5:8




Truth Narrows Security — BUT Doesn’t Remove it

* Work out salvation with fear and trembling Phil. 2:12
* Fear him who has authority to cast into hell Lk. 12:4-5
* Dont be conceited but fear Rom. 11:16

* Let us fear lest we come short of it Heb. 4:1

* Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall. 1 Cor 10:12-13

®* When we look at self we fear ... but at God ... Confidence




That Very Fear Brings Confidence

» But to this one | will look, to him who Is humble and
contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word. Isa 66:1-2

» Jehovah Is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and
saves such as are of a contrite spirit. Ps 34:18-19

» The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a
contrite heart, O God Thou wilt not despise Ps 51:17

» | dwell on a high and holy place, and with the contrite and
lowly of spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and
to revive the heart of the contrite. Isa 57:15




Grace — The Present Moment

* Repent, Confess and forget the Past

®* Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the
sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, Heb 12:1-2

* Lay Aside:

* Weight = Anxiety over what we have done or what we
have not done In the past!

* Sin that ensnares us = All sin done In the past. Through
repentance and confession LAY IT ASIDE. Don’t Pick it
up again. Gone forever




Grace — The Present Moment

* The Day We Repent and Confess
* He casts our sins behind his back. Isa 38:17

®* treads our sins under foot and casts them into the depths of
the sea Mic 7:18-19

* forgive their iniquity and their sin | will remember no more.
Jer 31:34

* removed our sins as far as the east from the west Ps 103:8-
13

* He forgave, and did not destroy them, often holding back his
anger Ps 7/8:38




Jesus Promise

* Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for | am meek and lowly In heart: and you shall find rest

unto your souls. 30 For my yoke Is easy, and my burden is
light. Mt. 11:28-30

* Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the

world gives, do | give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
nor let it be fearful. Jn.14:27

* These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may be In
you, and that your joy may be made full. Jn. 15:11




The Truth that Makes Free

®* There Is therefore now no condemnation to those who are In
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.
3 For what the law could not do In that it was weak through
the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,
4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled
In us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to
the Spirit. Rom 8:1-5




Saved by Grace not of Works

® But to him who does not work but believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteousness, 6 David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness
apart from works: 7 "Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is
the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin." Rom 4:5-8

* Logizomal -reckon, count, compute, calculate, count over
(Thayer; p 379; 3049




Saved by Grace not of Works

® But if we walk In the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If
we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and
His word Is not in us. 1Jn 1:7-10
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