
as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the 
former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called 
you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 
because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." 1Pet 1:14-19

What does it mean to be holy?

How is God holy?

What are we to do to be holy?

What makes our conduct holy? 

Be Holy for I Am Holy



Holy
separation, consecration and devotion to God.

Sacred, sanctified, hallowed, set apart for God.

Having a special connection to God: Holy Bible, Holy 
Spirit, exclusively belonging to Him.

It’s first use helps us understand the essense of being holy.  

Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your 
sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is 
holy ground." Ex 3:5

It wasn’t the ground, but the connection to God. 

God’s presence made it holy. 



Holy
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work: 
… 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh 
day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it. Ex 20:8-11

Because God rested the seventh day He “hallowed it” (made 
it holy, consecrated and sanctified) 

Because God hallowed it, it has become holy. 

Because it is holy, it must be treated differently.



• We are Holy when we consecrate our ways to God’s ways. 

• "If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, From doing

your pleasure on My holy day, And call the Sabbath a

delight, The holy day of the Lord honorable, And shall

honor Him, not doing your own ways, Nor finding your

own pleasure, Nor speaking your own words, 14 Then you

shall delight yourself in the Lord; Isa 58:13-14

Holy



• We are Holy when we consecrate our ways to be His ways. 

• turn away your foot – Stop using it for your own ends.

• Stop doing your pleasure on My holy day,

• call the Sabbath a delight, (God’s obligations a pleasure)

• The holy day of the Lord honorable, (an honor to be holy)

• And shall honor Him,

• not doing your own ways,

• Nor finding your own pleasure,

• Nor speaking your own words,

Holy



• Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his 

censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered 

profane fire before the Lord, which He had not 

commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and 

devoured them, and they died before the Lord. 3 And 

Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the Lord spoke, saying: 

'By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; 

And before all the people I must be glorified.’” Lev. 10:1-

3

When We are not Holy as He is Holy



• And shall honor Him,

• not doing your own ways.

• Nor finding your own pleasure

• Nor speaking your own words

• By offering a fire God had not commanded they violated all

of these.

• Anything that is not commanded is profane.

• Everything that God commands is Holy

Holy



•Today you have proclaimed the Lord to be your God, and 
that you will walk in His ways and keep His statutes, 
His commandments, and His judgments, and that you 
will obey His voice. 18 Also today the Lord has 
proclaimed you to be His special people, just as He 
promised you, that you should keep all His 
commandments, 19 and that He will set you high above all 
nations which He has made, in praise, in name, and in 
honor, and that you may be a holy people to the Lord 
your God, just as He has spoken." Deut 26:17-19 

Being Holy



• Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the 

Lord your God. 8 And you shall keep My statutes, and 

perform them: I am the Lord who sanctifies you. Lev 20:7-8 

• And you shall be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy, and 

have separated you from the peoples, that you should be 

Mine. Lev 20:25-26

• "The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, 

just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments 

of the Lord your God and walk in His ways. Deut 28:9 9 

Being Holy – Separate by Keeping Commands



For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 
“I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their 
God, And they shall be My people.”  17 Therefore “Come 
out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do 
not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 7:1 
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 2Cor 6:14-7:1

Being Holy as He is Holy



A Living   –Holy – Sacrifice
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom 12:1-2

as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy." 
… 18 you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like 
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by 
tradition from your fathers, 1 Pet. 1:15-18



"Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'I am the 
Lord your God. 3 According to the doings of the land of 
Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall not do; and according to 
the doings of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, 
you shall not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances. 4 
You shall observe My judgments and keep My ordinances, 
to walk in them: I am the Lord your God. 5 You shall 
therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, which if a 
man does, he shall live by them: I am the Lord. Lev 18:2-5 

Being Holy



'Therefore you shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not 
commit any of these abominable customs which were 
committed before you, and that you do not defile yourselves by 
them: I am the Lord your God.’” Lev 18:30  

Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of 
Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who 
sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within 
it.“ 5 To the others He said in my hearing, "Go after him 
through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have 
any pity. 6 Utterly slay old and young men, maidens and little 
children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom 
is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary." Ezek 9:5-6

Being Holy



you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:5-6 

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, His own special people, that you may 

proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a 

people but are now the people of God, who had not 

obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 1Pet 2:9-11

God Made us Holy … We must Act Holy 



Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain 

from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 

having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, 

that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, 

by your good works which they observe, glorify God in 

the day of visitation. 1 Peter 2:9-12 

Acting Holy



The Most Important Reason to be Holy 

• Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what 

manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 

godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of 

the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 

dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with 

fervent heat? 2Pet. 3:11-12

• If we are not holy as He is Holy… 

• Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without 

which no one will see the Lord: Heb 12:14-15
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