All Week — Easter and the Resurrection

* How are we supposed to feel?

* Christ Is being proclaimed.

®* His resurrection Is being affirmed

* Movies are being shown about His life
* People are speaking fervently about their faith.
®* Almost everything they are saying Is true.
® But there are many errors and flaws.




How Should We Feel?

* Easter Is not In the Bible.

* No annual feasts or observances in the NT.

* No command to observe the day of His resurrection

* We remember what happened to Cain when he did this.

* We remember what Jesus told the Pharisees when they did

" Should we be vexed at error or pleased at the proclamation. |
* Much of what was said was wonderful

* But often mixed with human wisdom and ideas.
* If we sound rough, vexed, irritated ... no one will understand




An Answer?

- * Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and
some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ from
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to
my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that | am
appointed for the defense of the gospel. 18 What then? Only
that in every way, whether In pretense or in truth, Christ Is
preached; and in this | rejoice, yes, and will rejoice. Phil
1:15-18

* Not an exact parallel since they were still preaching truth.
® But there Is some wisdom In a soft answer.




" Ready to Give an Answer?

Christ as Lord: (being) ready

ANswer to every man that asketh you a reason
oncerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and
fear: 1Pet 3:15

* Best Solution...

* Learn all the truth about the resurrection so we can give a
reason for the hope that Is In us.

* Discussing Easter must come later.
®* First, we must agree with the truth of the resurrection




The Important Role of the Resurrection

®* Moreover, brethren, | declare to you the gospel which |
preached to you, which also you received and in which you
stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that
word which | preached to you — unless you believed in vain.
3 For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor 15:1-5

* The gospel of Jesus Christ is our belief that Christ died for
our sins, was buried and was raised from the dead.

®* The resurrection Is one of the three pillars of faith.




Our Faith in it is Accounted as Righteousness

* He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief,
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and
being fully convinced that what He had promised He was
also able to perform. 22 And therefore "'it was accounted to
him for righteousness.

® 23 Now It was not written for his sake alone that it was
Imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be Imputed to us
who believe In Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses,
and was raised because of our justification. Rom. 4:20-25

* Faith becomes righteousness In the resurrection




The Sign

® So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do
You show to us, since You do these things?" 19 Jesus
answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and In
three days | will raise it up.” ... 21 But He was speaking
of the temple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He had
risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He
had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture
and the word which Jesus had said. Jn. 2:18-22




The Sign of Jonah

® "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You." 39 But He
answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given
to It except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth. Mt. 12:38-41




After He died ... They Remembered

® On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the
chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 63
saying, "Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that
deceiver said, "After three days | will rise." 64 Therefore
command that the tomb be made secure until the third day,
lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say
to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' So the last
deception will be worse than the first." 65 Pilate said to
them, "You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as
you know how." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure,
sealing the stone and setting the guard. Mt 27:62-66




The Sign Fulfilled

® We should not miss it either.
® |t i1s one of the many powerful proofs of His resurrection.

®* Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began
to dawn.... 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake;
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on
It. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his
clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for
fear of him, and became like dead men. Mt. 28:1-4




plhiey Saw the Sign in a Very Powerful way

e guard came into the city and reported
chief priests all the things that had happened. 12
When they had assembled with the elders and consulted
together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers,
13 saying, "Tell them, "His disciples came at night and
stole Him away while we slept.' 14 And if this comes to
the governor's ears, we will appease him and make you
secure. “ Matt 28:11-14

® They heard an eyewitness account of the angel and stone
® They all gathered together to talk about it
® Their solution: Bribe the Guards to give false testimony




Testimony of Two Men (Angels)

®* How God allowed the proofs to unfold one after another.

®* Now on the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to
the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2
But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then
they went In and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4
And It happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this,
that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5
Then, as they were afraid and bowed thelr faces to the
earth, they said to them, "Why do you seek the living among
the dead? 6 He Is not here, but is risen! LK. 24:1-6




Appeared First to Mary Magdalene

* Now when He rose early on the first day of the
week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of
whom He had cast seven demons. 10 She went and
told those who had been with Him, as they mourned
and wept. 11 And when they heard that He was alive
and had been seen by her, they did not believe. Mk
16:9-10

®* They did not believe at the beginning.

®* Not Gullible or wanting to believe.
®* Forced to believe




ey did.not have a Preconcetved Gullibility

9 ~ ords seemed to them like idle tales, and they
did not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the
tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying
by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at

what had happened. Luke 24:11-12

* For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 2 Pet.
1:16-17




~ And he he stooplng down and |OOkI g in,
~lying there; yet he did not go In. 6 Then Simc

following him, and went into ‘and | |
linen cloths Iymg there, 7 and the handkerchlef that-
been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but
folded together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other
disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he
saw and believed. John 20:3-9




Jesus Appeared to the Apostles

®* Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the
week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood In
the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 20
When He had said this, He showed them His hands and
His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. John 20:19-20




The Doubt of Thomas

®* Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples
therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord. So he said
to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails,
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my
hand into His side, | will not believe. Jn 20:24-25

® [ don’t call him “doubting” Thomas.

® He 1s a Thomas who reasons and wants facts.

* He is not gullible or ready to believe.




Thomas is Convinced

® And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and
stood In the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 27 Then He
saild to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My
hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side.
Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 28 And Thomas
answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29
Jesus sald to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me,
you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed." John 20:26-29




All The Witnhesses

 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6
After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by
James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was
seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 1Cor
15:5-8

* Is this enough?

» Are We convinced.

 Our righteousness and salvation depend on It




God Declared Jesus to be the Son of
God with Power

® the gospel of God 2 which He promised before through
His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David
according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by
the resurrection from the dead. Rom 1:1-4




Assurance

» Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but
now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31
because He has appointed a day on which He will
judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom
He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to
all by raising Him from the dead." Acts 17:30-31




Begotten to a Living Hope

® Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved In
heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time. 1Pet. 1:3-5




o All Week — Easter and the Resurrection
~ * How are we supposed to feel?

* Christ proclaimed. Resurrection affirmed
* People speaking fervently about their faith.

* Almost everything they are saying Is true.

* We know the truth. The day itself has no meaning.
®* Things grown up around it are as evil as Cain’s works.
®* But we must make a clear separation.

® Glad that others are expressing their faith.

® Learn who they are and later talk to them. 1Pet 3:15
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