Three Types of Occupations

® with the past: police, historians, doctors, judges

® In the present: electrician, plumber, mechanics

®* Those who work with the future: architects, inventors

® Each occupation must deal with facts in a different way.

® past: deduction, logic, using indirect knowledge of inference
® not present and therefore little direct knowledge of senses

® In the present: eyes, ears, hands, using direct knowledge.

® Present knowledge Is easiest: use the senses to identify truth
® future: deduction, logic use indirect knowledge of inference

e Thindgs that don’t exist and never have existed: through logic
and ¢ glductlon brought into existence — making the impossible
possible.



Each of these occupations are honorable and Fill and

important and even critical role.
®* None seen as a ridiculous superfluous or empty job.

® Police/doctors sift evidence and work primarily on faith
where evidence leads. Succeeding more often than they fail

®* Those who work In the present make new homes, fix
problems with older homes and again succeed more often
than they fail.

® Those working in the future face greater challenges. Working
with existing Iinventions, but seeking improvement or even
opening doors Into newer and more Innovative inventions.
They too succeed more often than they fail.



What Does this have to do with The Gospel?

® Christians also have three occupations / roles

® Working in the past: as historians or doctors at events that
cannot be understood through direct knowledge. Sifting
through facts using logic and deduction to find the truth.

®* Now faith Is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen. 2 For by It the elders obtained a good
testimony. Heb 11:1-2

® For the invisible things of Him since the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things
that are made, (even) his everlasting power and divinity;
that they may be without excuse: Rom 1:20-21




The Work of the Christian

® Using the deduction of the past and having concluded the
Scriptures are absolute truth.

® The oc

and ex
Like tr

cupation of the Christian is to take all the commands
pectations of the Scriptures and make them happen.
e electrician or plumber, they assess what should be

and fir

ding things lacking they work to fix them

® Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. 2Cor 7:1




The Work of the Christian

® Using the deduction of the past and having concluded the
Scriptures are absolute truth.

® The occupation of the Christian Is to take all the commands
and expectations of the Scriptures and make them happen.
Like the electrician or plumber, they assess what should be
and finding things lacking they work to fix them

® Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. 2Cor 7:1

® Beloved, now we are children of God; and It has not yet been

revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He Is
revealed we <hall be like Him for we <hall cee Him a< He




The Work of the Christian

® Finally with their eyes fixed on the future, using hope as the
primary motivation they work day by day never getting tired

®* Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly
walting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For
we were saved In this hope, but hope that is seen Is not hope,;
for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But If we
hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with
perseverance. Rom. 8:23-25




Works/Occupations Stem From and Prove Faith.

®* What does It profit, my brethren, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a
brother or sister i1s naked and destitute of daily food, 16
and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed
and filled," but you do not give them the things which are
needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have works, Is dead. James
2:14-17

® |t takes all three aspects of the occupation of the Christian
to bring salvation.



Works/Occupations Stem From and Prove Faith.

® It takes all three aspects of the occupation of the Christian
to bring salvation.

® But someone will say, "You have faith, and | have works."
Show me your faith without your works, and | will show
you my faith by my works. ...20 But do you want to know,
O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was
not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered
Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was
working together with his works, and by works faith was
made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which
says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of
God. James 2:18-26



Works/Occupations Stem From and Prove Faith.

® It takes all three aspects of the occupation of the Christian
to bring salvation.

® 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not
by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also
justified by works when she received the messengers and
sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without
the spirit iIs dead, so faith without works Is dead also. Jas.
2.24-26

® A proven working faith is living and active and will bring
success and salvation.




Working on Faith and Doing the Works

®* Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen. Heb. 11:1

® Faith gives the evidence we need.
® Think about the obvious conclusions.

® By faith we understand the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of
things which are visible.

® But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He Is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. Heb 11:3, 6

® With this as our foundation ... We can build 1t all!!




Three Most Important Aspects of our Occupation

®* There 1s a God who created the heavens and earth.

® Jesus Is the Christ, Son of the Living God, Savior and Lord
® All Scripture is given by inspiration of God

® Just as Abraham was saved by faith so are we.

®* Unbroken confidence In all three brings salvation!

® For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because
when you received the word of God which you heard from
us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it Is In
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you
who believe 1Th. 2:13




The Great Danger: They Stand and Fall Together
® Each can be the weak link. Must be constantly assessed
®* No God then there iIs no Bible and no Savior
® |f Jesus Is doubted — Scripture and God will Fall
® |f Respect for Scripture Is lost — No God — No Savior
®* No matter where you start destination Is the same.
®* Depends on which weak link 1s chosen
®* Science Assaults existence of God

~ * Culture now assaults — There Is no Christ §
_* Churches assault The Bible is Inspired
* Result — Faith is weakened on three fronts.=5%




Keep Hearing what the Greatness of World is saying

®* The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament

shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day utters speech, And
night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There Is no speech
nor language Where their voice is not heard. 4 Their line
nas gone out through all the earth, And their words to the
end of the world. Ps 19:1-4

® For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse, Rom 1:18-21




Where Does all This Leave

® |f we recelve the witness of men, the witness
greater; for this is the witness of God which

Us?
of God Is
He has testified

of His Son. 10 He who believes In the Son of God has the
witness In himself; he who does not believe God has made
Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that

God has given of His Son. 11 And this Is the
God has given us eternal life, and this life Is

testimony: that
In His Son. 12

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life. 13 These things | have written to you

who believe In the name of the Son of God, t
know that you have eternal life, and that you
believe In the name of the Son of God. 1 Joh

nat you may
may continue to

N 5:9-13




Our Role and Work

®* For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because
when you received the word of God which you heard from
us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it Is In
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you
who believe 1Th. 2:13

®* 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding In the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor 15:54

®* 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap If we do not lose heart. Gal 6:9-10
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