Growing as a Christian — Complete Transformation

®* If anyone Is In Christ, he Is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, new things have come. 2Cor. 5:17

®* Always assessing the old and the new to see growth.

® And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind, Rom. 12:2

® Remembering how conformed ... seeking a metamorphosis.

® put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man 23
and be renewed In the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you
put on the new man Eph. 4:22-24

® Looking at the old to seek progression into the new.




The Old that Must Pass Away

®* rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are
great exercise authority over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so

among you,; but whoever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be

first among you, let him be your slave — Mt 20:25-27

®* Wide chasm between the way Gentiles view authority and
dominion and the way Jesus and His disciples view them

® In what way did we conform to them? Are we transforming?
® How much have we put off of the old man?
. ® How much have we put on of the new man?




A Change of Perspective

* What Jesus practiced, revealed and commanded us to do:

* whoever desires to become great among you, let him be
your servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among
you, let him be your slave — 28 just as the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many." Mt. 20:26-28

® The Truth:
* The truly great serve and meet the needs of others.
* Those who run for 1% place put themselves last.

® A paradox to many

® The truth to the mature and spiritually minded.




Jesus Reveals the Paradox

~ * The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, ...
But not so among you; on the contrary, he who Is greatest
among Yyou, let him be as the younger, and he who governs
as he who serves. 27 For who Is greater, he who sits at the
table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table?
Yet | am among you as the One who serves. Lk. 22:26-27

® This changes everything!
® |f we see Jesus as a servant, service Is an honor / privilege.

® A difficult transition but the only path to greatness and to
happiness and contentment.




— The Path to Greatness — New Things

* et nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own
Interests, but also for the interests of others. Phil 2:3-4

* Must put off ambition and conceit

®* Must put on esteeming others better

® Stop looking only for own Interests

® Also consider the interests of others.

®* Who are the others we esteem better than ourselves?

® Whose Interests do we place as equal to our own?




Which Relationships? —  All!

* submitting to one another in the fear of Christ.
* wives to your own husband,
®* husbands love your wives,
®* children obey your parents,
* fathers don t provoke your children,
® slaves be obedient,
® masters do the same to them.” Eph 5:21-33
® Position of service or leadership makes no difference.
®* At home, on the job, in this life, in the church.
® We are all servants one of another, just as Jesus was.




The Solution to this Dilemma

po* “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or concelt,
out In lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
himself. Phil. 2:3

* “Selfish ambition™ is: “selfish striving for advantage In a
group.” (Exeg. Dict. NT:2052).

® “Concelt” 1s “groundless self-esteem.” (NT:2754).
®* These two attitudes are everywhere.

®* In the home, workplace, stores, neighborhood, church,
roads. Anywhere there are people.

“what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did
Indeed recelive It, why do you boast as If you had not
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An Additional Source
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) They are superior — they get recognition.

®* Again, | saw that for all toil and every skillful work a man
IS envied by his neighbor. This also Is vanity and grasping
for the wind. Eccl 4:4

® These are the tares that we must uproot If we are to become
tully “meet for the master s use.”



Critics dcators that reveal the Truth

Angry when not treated as expected,

* Dignity is feels threatened if we lower ourselves

* Self-esteem feels compromised If we sacrifice

* Uncomfortable when glory we seek Is given to another
® Opinions questioned by those beneath us creates anger.
®* Emotions that must be monitored and removed:

®* Anger, sulking, sullen, bitter, envious.




Countering the Influence

* A picture worth a thousand words.
* Atrue picture of the divine nature we were created to reflect

* who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on
an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant, being made In the
likeness of men; Phil 2:6-7

®* Atrue picture of greatness when called upon to serve
® Can we understand this?
®* Can we reflect 1t?




. Ihe Mind of Christ

eth, crucified and spat upon was In the form

of God and equal to God!

* Can’t fully comprehend His greatness, power and majesty,

* He lost none of this while He serving others.

* There was no selfish ambition, no groundless self-esteem, no
bitter envy.

®* No one Is higher than He was by any scale.

®* |If He could do this we can.

® a servant Is not greater than his master; nor is he who Is
sent greater than he who sent him. Jn. 13:16-17

.




D1d Not Grasp Equality with God
God’s Will more important than equality!

* There was nothing In His greatness to grasp and cling.

when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and
offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for
Me.” Heb 10:5

®* Then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.”
He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10

By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the
body of Jesus Christ once for all. Heb 10:9-10

* As the word becoming flesh these were His thoughts.
* God wanted us to know these things.




What do we Have to Grasp?

* What quality of greatness do we cling to when we must serve
Whatever our answer 1t can’t be equal to the Word’s!

® Yet we still do grasp it. All ambition, conceit and envy starts
here.

® If I don’t have anything to grasp, there 1s nothing to take from
us and we can’t be harmed

® When God’s will 1s as important to us as 1t was to Jesus, we
too will set aside whatever greatness we might possess and
begin to serve.



[s this the way we see things?

* Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6
who, existing In the form of God, counted not the being on
an equality with God a thing to be grasped, Phil 2:5-6

®* This is a command (Imperative mode)

® Jesus considered the need to do God’s will more important
at that time than any loss.

® This 1s the mind of Christ and It must become our mind.




Never Used Greatness to Avoid Serving

* Never expected or demanded service.
* When it did not come, It did not bother Him.

* made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men.

®* His was a voluntary service willingly taken.

®* Took abuse, not because He had no choice, but because He
was a servant of God.

® Never felt a need to retaliate

® Things that would outrage us, He accepted as part of His
Service.
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A Humbling Thought

‘When we compare ourselves to Jesus In this realm is truly
humbling.

He had a mind to sacrifice and serve.

If we can get His mind and make It our own

We will act and respond exactly as He did.

If we truly consider the outcome we see the importance.

* For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed

on Him the name which Is above every name, Phil. 2:9-10
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