Ready to Give a Defense / Reason

® But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that Is in you, with meekness and fear 1Pet. 3:15

®* We generally see this as a passage on evangelism.

® But conflict between light and dark demands we have reasons
® Satan Is always hurling fiery darts. We must be able to:

® 1. Defend ourselves against others.

® 2. Defend ourselves against ourselves.

® When costs rise, reasons must rise with It.




A Shield of Faith
> th?
9 0 the shleld of faith with which you will be

able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. Eph 6:16-
g

* We can’t take a shield of faith that has not been fortified.

* The fiery darts are real! Our shield must rise to the level of
the intensity of the encounter.

* Abraham’s Test, Job’s evil day,
* Jeremiah’s persecution Those in sheepskins and goatskins

* And this iIs the victory that has overcome the world — our
faith. 1Jn. 5:4-5




Reasons are Essential
® Without the right shield a false doctrine can destroy.

® If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain,
your faith also Is vain. 15 Moreover we are even found to be
false witnesses of God, because we testified against God
that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not
even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. 19 If we have hoped In Christ In this life only, we
are of all men most to be pitied. 1Cor. 15:14-19

®* We know we are In trouble when we feel pitiful.




Reasons are Essential

®* When fiery darts of error, persecution, or doubt enters, if
our reasons, defenses and proofs begins to crumble.

® What is left?

® preaching of the apostles vain

® our faith also Is vain.

® Apostles are false witnhesses of God,

® our faith Is worthless;

® we are of all men most to be pitied.

® Essential we keep our reasons fresh, vibrant, and intense.
® When a new doubt or i1ssue arises ... start seeking a shield.




The Testimony of Withesses

® God’s challenge now and charge on the last day 1s also our
greatest shield.

® |f we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God IS
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne
concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony In himself. Whoever does not believe God
has made him a liar, because he has not believed In the
testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this
IS the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is
In his Son. 1Jn. 5:9-12

® God’s testimony 1s greater! All we have to do 1s use it.




Accept only when benefits us?

® testimony / witness / evidence
® Court of law / Medical Care

® Product reviews, commercials
® reporter — historian — doctor

® teacher — lawyer — friend

® Then when God seals His testimony of Jesus we reject it?

® Only logical conclusion ...
® We think God Is a liar.



God’s Testimony of Jesus

® Prophesies in the OT -

® Early Testimony preparing Israel — Zacharias, Mary,
Joseph, shepherds, coming of wise men to Jerusalem.

® Sent John the Baptist

®* There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7
This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light,
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. Jn. 1:6-9




Thié is Testimony on a Grand Scale

~* God has given over 200 testimonies of Jesus before He
ever came to this earth.

* Now verified and sealed by Dead Sea Scrolls
* Also gave an historian to verify on human level.
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Luke Interviewed — Gave Conclusions

® [nasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a
narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us,

nisters of the word delivered tr

me also, having had perfect ur

Jst as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and

em to us, 3 It seemed good
derstanding of all things

from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most
excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the certainty of
those things in which you were instructed. LK. 1:1-4




One of the Final Prophecies

* "Behold, | send My messenger, And he will prepare the
way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will
suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the

covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming, *
Says the Lord of hosts. Mal. 3:1

® Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet Before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. Mal 4:5

® Then silence for over 400 years.
®* The people were waiting. How would God alert them?




It Begins 1n the Temple in Jerusalem

®* a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah.
His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth... while he was serving as priest before God ...
his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of
the Lord... 10 And the whole multitude of the people was
praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 Then an angel of
the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the
altar of incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was
troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to
him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard;
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall
call his name John. Lk 1:5-13




The Events are Amazing

* And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that
he lingered so long In the temple. 22 But when he came
out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that
he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to
them and remained speechless.

® This started them focusing on the future.
® Something Is happening.



John’s Birth

~ * Now Elizabeth's full time came for her to be delivered,
and she brought forth a son. 58 When her neighbors and
relatives heard how the Lord had shown great mercy to
her, they rejoiced with her. 59 So it was, on the eighth day,
that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have
called him by the name of his father, Zacharias. 60 His
mother answered and said, ""No; he shall be called
John." 61 But they said to her, "There Is no one among
your relatives who is called by this name.” 62 So they made
signs to his father — what he would have him called.



h

° And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, "His

|i- ame Is John.™ So they all marveled. 64 Immediately his

‘mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke,

pralsmg God. 65 Then fear came on all who dwelt around

them; and all these sayings were discussed throughout all

the hill country of Judea. 66 And all those who heard

them kept them In their hearts, saying, "“"What kind of

child will this be?"" And the hand of the Lord was with

him.

® This was not forgotten!!! Fear! All these things discussed!!
Spoken of throughout the hill country of Judea!!! All who
heard kept them in their hearts!!!

® All focused on John: What kind of child?




30 years later in Jerusalem

- * Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where i1s He who has been born
King of the Jews? For we have seen His star In the East
and have come to worship Him." 3 When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes
of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born. Matt 2:1-6

® Everyone In Jerusalem knew
® Expectations are Building




God Sent a Man

®* Those watching John finally saw what they were waliting for

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7
This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light,
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. Jn 1:6-9

®* Everything we need and use today, God also used.
_* \We have a man sent to bear witness and testify.




John Bore Withess

* As John gives his testimony — uses logic, facts, reasons
and evidence.

* The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and
sald, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world! ... 31 I did not know Him; but that He should
be revealed to Israel, therefore | came baptizing with
water." Jn. 1:29-31




John Bore Witness

* And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33 |

did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water

said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this i1s He who baptizes with the Holy

Spirit.” 34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of
God.” Jn 1:32-34

® |s John a har?
® |s God a har?

®* These are the ingredients to create a powerful shield of faith




Mighty Works, Wonders and Signs

® God also bore witness directly by Jesus’ miracles

® "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man
attested (showed publicly, demonstrated) by God to you by
miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him
In your midst, as you yourselves also know. Acts 2:22




God’s Testimony of Jesus

®* Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his
brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 2
and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the
sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. ... 5 While
he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying,
"This I1s My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Hear
Him!" 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their
faces and were greatly afraid. Mt 17:1-3



Not a Cunningly Devised Fable

®* For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For He
received from God the Father honor and glory when such a
voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” 18 And we heard
this voice which came from heaven when we were with Him
on the holy mountain. 19 And so we have the prophetic word

- confirmed, 2Pet. 1:16-19




Saul of Tarsus to Paul

* What would motivate a man who had everything to give it
all up. There 1s no other answer:

* at midday, O king, along the road | saw a light from
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those
who journeyed with me. 14 And when we all had fallen to
the ground, | heard a voice speaking to me and saying in
the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads." 15 So |
said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said, 'l am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. Acts 26:13-18




Saul of Tarsus to Paul

* 16 But rise and stand on your feet; for | have appeared to
you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a witness
both of the things which you have seen and of the things
which I will yet reveal to you. 17 | will deliver you from the
Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom | now
send you, 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance

among those who are sanctified by faith in Me." Acts 26:13-
18




The Testimony of God is Greater!

® |f we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God Is
greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne
concerning his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony In himself. Whoever does not believe God
has made him a liar, because he has not believed In the
testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11 And this
IS the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is
In his Son. 1Jn. 5:9-12

® God’s testimony 1s greater!
® All we have to do Is use It.
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