Contentment = Free from the Love of Money

®* Let your conduct be free from the love of money, content
with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly

say: "The Lord is my helper; | will not fear. What can man
do to me?" Heb 13:5-6

®* Brings some Important questions

* Am | free from the love of money?

* Am | content with such things as | have?

®* Do | have a sense of security ... the Lord 1s my Helper?




Contentment

* | have learned in whatever state | am, to be content: 12 |
know how to be abased, and | know how to abound.
Everywhere and In all things | have learned both to be full
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 | can
do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Phil 4:11-13

* “autarkela,... a perfect condition of life, in which no aid or
support is needed... hence, a sufficiency of the necessaries of
life: 11 Cor. 9:8 subjectively, a mind contented with its lot,
contentment I Tim. 6:6;” (Thayer, p. 85; 841).

* Contentment Is a feeling of the perfect condition of life
whether we have it or not. Same sense of contentment with
everything or nothing because God is enough!




A Perfect and Upright Man

* Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he
fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said: "Naked |
came from my mother's womb, And naked shall | return
there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed
be the name of the Lord." 22 In all this Job did not sin nor
charge God with wrong. Job 1:20-22

®* Job was like Paul ...
®* He could be content when full and when empty.
* His love for God was enough.




Godliness with Contentment

* Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought
nothing into this world, and it Is certain we can carry nothing out.
8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 1
Tim 6:6-9

* Godliness = walking with God as Creator, Sustainer, Protector,
Giver, etc. A constant sense of the closeness of God. Fear, awe,
reverence, respect and now

* "The Lord is my helper; | will not fear. What can man do to me?"

* Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of lights, with whom there Is no variation
or shadow of turning. Jas. 1:17-18




Loving Money is |dolatry

® For this you know, that no ... covetous man, who Is an
idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because

of these things the wrath of God comes ... 7 Therefore do
not be partakers with them. Eph 5:5-7

® put to death your members which are on the earth. ...evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Col. 3:5-6

®* Why Is one who Is covetous (loving money) an idolater

®* Why does being covetous (not content with what one has)
make one an idolater?

® When Jesus explained it ... they scoffed.




Loving Money is an Abomination!

® “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” 14
Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all
these things, and they scoffed at Him. 15 And He said to
them, “You are those Who justify yourselves before men, but
God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among
men Is an abomination in the sight of God. Lk 16:13-15

®* Those who are godly and content walk with God as servants.

* Those who love money scoff because they want to hold to
loving money while serving God. Jesus said it Is impossible!




The Grave Danger of Loving Money

* But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a
snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which
drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love
of money Is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have
strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows.

®* There Is no question that loving money Is a grave danger, a
grievous sin, and the source of many lusts.

®* |t 1s exceedingly dangerous.



Are We "On Guard" / "Taking Heed"y

® Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your g r;f
against every form of greed; for not {even} when one
abundance does his life consist of his possessions.

 Luke 12:15 —

of the things WhICh he possesseth Luke 12:15
® Qur attitudes toward money are very dangerous.
® We need to closely monitor them.



The Danger of being Choked and Deceived

®* And he that was sown among the thorns, this IS he that
heareth the word; and the care of the world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh
unfruitful. Matt 13:22

®* And that which fell among the thorns, these are they that
have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked
with cares and riches and pleasures of (this) life, and bring
no fruit to perfection. Luke 8:14

® Are we certain that our quests and goals are taking us
further into the Word, or choking the word?




The Gauge that Reveals the Truth

®* Charge them that are rich in this present world, that they be
not high minded, nor have their hope set on the uncertainty
of riches, but on God, who giveth us richly all things to
enjoy; 18 that they do good, that they be rich in good works,
that they be ready to distribute, willing to communicate; 19
laying up In store for themselves a good foundation against
the time to come, that they may lay hold on the life which is
(life) indeed. 1 Tim 6:17-19

®* Since we are all rich, we need a means to assess:

®* High minded? Hope Set? Doing Good?

®* Rich in good works? Ready to distribute?

* Willing to share? Laying a good foundation?




Prosperity & Ease — Sin of Sodom

* Behold, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: pride,
fulness of bread, and prosperous ease was In her and in her
daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor
and needy. 50 And they were haughty, and committed

abomination before me: therefore | took them away as | saw
(good). Ezek 16:49-50

* Are these the sins of America?
* Are they our sins?




The Keys to Understanding

* "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;
20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure Is, there
your heart will be also. Mt 6:19-21

®* Jesus offered the perfect balance upon which to weigh our
motives, desires, and priorities. With these Scriptures, we
are prepared to assess our hearts and character and make
some Important decisions about the way we view and spend
our money.




Some Examples to Consider

Balaam Barnabas
Judas The Poor Widow
Ananias & Saphira Any More?

The Rich Ruler
Simon the Sorcerer
Any More?
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