What’s in a name?




“What's In a name?”

o From Shakespeare's play "Romeo and Juliet,”
where Juliet says, "What's in a name? That which
we call a rose, by any other name would smell as
sweet,"

o The true value of something lies in its inherent
gualities, not just its name or label.

O And yet there is the

expectation of
consistency




Consistent?
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Names Characterize

o Man, husband, employee, father, baseball coach
o Catholic, Baptist, Pentecostal, Hindu, Muslim
"Son of ..." Man, God, Satan
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The Names of Satan

Accuser Opposes believers before God Rev 12:10
Adversary Against God 1 Pet 5:8
Ancient serpent Deceiver in garden Rev 12:9; 20:12
Beelzebul Lord of the fly Matt 12:24
Belial Worthless 2 Cor 6:15
Devil Slanderer Matt 4:1
Dragon Destructive Rev12:3;7,9
Enemy Opponent Matt 13:28
Evil one Intrinsically evil John 17:15
God of this world Influences thinking of world 2 Cor 4:4

Liar Perverts the truth John 8:44
Murderer Leads people to eternal death John 8:44
Prince of demons Leader of fallen angels Mark 3:22
Prince of the power of the air | Control of unbelievers Eph 2:2
Roaring lion One who destroys 1 Pet 5:8
Ruler of this world Rules in world system John 12:31
Satan Adversary 1Tim 5:15
Tempter Solicits people to sin 1 Thess 3:5

Source: John MacArthur Study Bible, p. 1822




Names for Christians with Implications

Collective

O Kingdom

0 Royal priesthood

O Body

O Bride

o The Saved

O The Elect

o Church, assembly,
called out ones

o Family of God

o Sheep, Flock

O Redeemed

Individual

O Christian

O Believer

O Disciple

O Brother/Sister

0o Branch (grafted in)
O Saint

o Nazarene
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“Believer”

O 4 times
O Acts 5:14

* “And believers were
increasingly added to the
[ ord, multitudes of both
men and women,”

o 2 Cor. 6:15

« “... what part has a
believer with an
unbeliever?”

o1 Tim. 4:12

« “Let no one despise your
youth, but be an example
to the believers in word,
in conduct, ...

o Acts 8:37
« “... | believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of
God.”

o Rom. 10:9

 “that if you confess with
your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in
your heart that God has
raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.”

O Acts 16 31

» “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you
will be saved, you and
your household.”




"Believer”

In Jesus as Implications

o The Christ, promised O Revere as Son of
Messiah God

o Son of God, deity

o Resurrected O Be grateful as Savior

O Savior

o Lord/Master o Obey as Lord

Luke 6:46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’
and not do the things which | say?”




“Disciple”

b 13 7 13

O A "learner”, “pupil”, “student”
* Very common term used >250 times NT

O Luke 6:40

* “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is
perfectly trained will be like his teacher.”

O Implications beyond Bible study time, effort
* Luke 14:26-33

o “/If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and his own life also,
he cannot be My disciple. ... So
likewise, whoever of you does not
forsake all that he has cannot be

My disciple.”




“Christian”

o From “christianos”, a follower of Christ
* Act 11:26 “... And the disciples were first called
Christians in Antioch.”
« Act 26:28 “Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost
persuade me to become a Christian.™

O Implications
 Learning and doing
* 1 Pet. 4:16 “Yet if [anyone suffers] as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.”
* Luke 14:27 “And if you do not carry your own cross and

follow me, you cannot
be my disciple.” (NLT)




“The Elect”

7 13

O “Picked out’, “chosen”
e Matt. 22:14

o “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
« Rom 8:33
o “Who shall bring a charge against God'’s elect? It is God who
justifies.”
« 2 Tim. 2:10

o “Therefore | endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they
also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal

glory' ’ | = ,,
o As a class of people with ”. 4

certain characteristics
« 2 Pet. 3:9 E %Y

O “The Lord ... is longsuffering toward us, g Chose ’ S e iy
not willing that any should perish but
that all should come to repentance.”

»
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“The Elect”

o Implications
« Col. 3:12ff

O “12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, ... 14 But
above all these things put on love... 15 And let the peace of God
rule in your heatrts, ... be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 ... do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. ...
Wives...Husbands...Children...Fathers...Servants...Masters...”

 Heb. 9:15

O “And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under
the first covenant, that those who are called may receive
the promise of the eternal inheritance.”
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“Saint”

7 13 b 11 7 (13

O “Sacred”, “holy”, “consecrated”, “set apart for
GOd”, upureu

« Somewhat common term ~30 times OT, ~60 times NT

O Acts 9:13; Acts 26:10 Persecuted by Saul/Paul
« Rom. 1.7

o “To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.”

e 1Cor. 1:2

o “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints,”




“Saint”

o Implications
* Eph. 5:3
o “But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not
even be named among you, as is fitting for saints,”

« Rom. 12:1-2

o “1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.”

e Heb.6:10

O “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which
you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to
the saints, and do minister.”
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“Brother/Sister”, “Brethren”

o Close family relative (physical, figurative)
* Very common >350 times NT

o Implications
« Matt. 12:50

o ““For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is
My brother and sister and mother.”™

« Matt. 5:23-24, 18:15 Resolve personal sins
« 1 Cor. 5:11

o “But now | have written to you not to keep company with anyone
named a brother, who is sexually
immoral, or covetous, or an idolater,
or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner—not even to eat with
such a person.”




“Brother/Sister”

e Luke 6:42

o “First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother's eye.”

* 1 John 2:9-11

0 “9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in
darkness until now. 10 He who loves his brother abides in the
light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who
hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, ..."

« Rom. 14:10

o “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the
Jjudgment seat of Christ. ... It is good neither to eat meat nor drink
wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is
offended or is made weak.”

« James 2:15
0 “If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,..."
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And Many More...

o John 1:12

* “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right
to become children of God, to those who believe in His
name:”

o John 10:11-16

« “11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
His life for the sheep. ... | know My sheep, and am
known by My own. ... they will hear My voice; and there
will be one flock and one shepherd.”

O 1 Pet. 2:9

« “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light;” 15




Implications

O Intellectual

* Learner How about you?
O Emotional

e Gratitude
* A family

O A close relationship with Jesus and the Father
o Ditto with fellow Christians

« A commitment

o Behavioral
* Follower, doer

o Spiritual
 Redeemed, forgiven, saved
* Promise of eternal life
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