
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go
God will take care of you
If Jesus goes with me I’ll go anywhere
He leadeth me O blessed thought
Jesus Savior pilot me
Shelter in the time of storm
Be with me Lord I cannot live without Thee
I know Whom I have believed
Guide me O Thou great Jehovah
I need Thee every hour
How firm a foundation
Does our heart make melody with them?
Do they give us comfort? 

Spiritual Songs of Faith



Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther all teach it. 

God’s intervention in the events of a life to bring about 
His will. 

We hope for Providence when we pray:

For a safe journey

For a good outcome in an operation, job interview, or 
any other need.

For opportunities to preach or do good works. 

What about us? Do we live with this comfort? 

Ps 23 … The valley of the shadow of death?

Confident Expectation of God’s Care 



Can we Be Confident?
And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to 
His purpose. Rom 8:28

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails 
much. Jas 5:16-17

For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor 
forsake you."  6 So we may boldly say: "The Lord is my 
helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?" Heb. 
13:5-6



Normal Operation of “Life Under the Sun”

I returned and saw under the sun that — The race is not to 
the swift, Nor the battle to the strong, Nor bread to the 
wise, Nor riches to men of understanding, Nor favor to 
men of skill; But time and chance happen to them all. 
Eccl 9:11-12

This is God’s inspired revelation. 

What happened to this world when sin brought the curse.

But can we do anything to override “time and chance?” 

Can prayer and providence change “time and chance?” 



Two Ways to Override “time and chance”

Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the 
same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for 
dishonor? What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to 
make His power known, endured with much longsuffering 
the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that He 
might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, even 
us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles? Rom 9:21-24



Three Kinds of People
(1) Those who do not know or care about God. They will 
never obey the gospel. God simply allows time and chance. 

Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the 
lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among 
themselves, Rom 1:24

This is the life of most people. They do not enter into God’s 
providence. 

He tries to move them with events and circumstances 
hoping to stir up interest and create faith. But if nothing 
occurs and there is no hope of their salvation … given up to 
time and chance. 



Three Kinds of People

(2) Vessels of wrath fitted for destruction.

For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, "For this very 
purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in 
you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.“

These are people God sees and needs for His purposes. 
They have made themselves a vessel of wrath … He uses.

There have been many “Pharoah’s.”

Haaman hanged on his own gallows.

The earth swallowed up Korah

Nadab and Abihu, 



• For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You 

anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 

Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered 

together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your 

purpose determined before to be done. Acts 4:27-29

Vessels for Dishonor

Because of their Choices



Providence Overriding Time/Chance

(3) For the vessels of mercy God’s providence can and does 

override time and chance.

And we know that all things work together for good to those 

who love God, to those who are the called according to His 

purpose. Rom. 8:28-29

Moses becoming God’s deliverer. 

Esther raised to become queen and deliver. 

Ezra praying and fasting for a safe journey. 

Paul on the road to Damascus. 



• The Lord has sought out for Himself a man after His own 

heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His 

people," 1Sam 13:14

• And after He had removed him, He raised up David to be 

their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, ‘I 

have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, 

who will do all My will.’ Acts 13:22-23

David Chose

Before God Called!



• For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his 

own generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his 

fathers, and underwent decay; Acts 13:36

Prepared for every good work

David was a vessel for Honor

Because of his Choices



If we want this providence we must become a “vessel of 
mercy.” 

4 The Lord is in His holy temple, The Lord's throne is in 
heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men. 
5 The Lord tests the righteous, But the wicked and the 
one who loves violence His soul hates. 6 Upon the wicked 
He will rain coals; Fire and brimstone and a burning 
wind Shall be the portion of their cup.  7 For the Lord is 
righteous, He loves righteousness; His countenance 
beholds the upright. Ps 11:4-7

Are we Vessels of Wrath or Mercy?



If we want this providence we must become a “vessel of 
mercy.” 

Ps 11:4-6; Jer 17:9-10

Vessels of Wrath Rom 2:1-5; 8-9

Vessels of Mercy Rom 2:6-7; 10-11

NO PARTIALITY WITH GOD!

Are we Vessels of Wrath or Mercy?



Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having 
this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, 
"Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity." 

20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor 
and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses 
himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every 
good work. 2 Tim 2:19-22

Vessels of Honor / Dishonor



Sanctified, Useful, & Prepared

If we want God to override time and chance with His 
providence, we must be sanctified, useful and prepared. 

If we do not continue to be faithful, we can become vessels 
of wrath fitted for destruction. 

Nothing worse than a Christian who breaks faith with God 
and doesn’t keep his good confession. 



For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, 
the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 
For it would have been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered to them 2Pet. 
2:20-21

From Time and Chance to Vessel of Wrath



Noah found favor; time and chance(the flood) were 
overridden for him. 

Abraham the friend of God

Joseph, first dreams then providence

Moses – Meekest man in all the earth

Job – I have no one like him in all the earth 

David – The man after God’s own heart

Isaiah – Here I am send me

Esther – How do you know you have not come into the 
kingdom for such a time as this

If We Want God Working in Our Lives



Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go
Anywhere with Jesus I am not afraid
God will take care of you
If Jesus goes with me I’ll go anywhere
He leadeth me O blessed thought
Jesus Savior pilot me
Shelter in the time of storm
Be with me Lord I cannot live without Thee
I know Whom I have believed
Guide me O Thou great Jehovah
I need Thee every hour
How firm a foundation

Sung in Spirit only by Vessels of Mercy 
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