
Evangelism ςFaith in the Lord 
1 ïEvery Generation has its own challenges: Noah, 
Joshua, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Apostles, 

We must accept our generation as it is:

Do not say, Why were the former days better than these? 
For you do not inquire wisely concerning this. Eccl 7:10

As we watch churches close and dwindle, it is a great 
discouragement. Especially for older brethren. 

We must resist that temptation! It is dangerous.

It has led to terrible changes to make up for what we 
perceive we have lost. 



A Generation Facing a Similar Issue with the Temple 
Each generation must accept what is and praise God for 
what we have. This is what the younger generation did:

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord, the priests stood in their apparel with trumpets, and 
the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the 
Lord, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11 
And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to 
the Lord: "For He is good, For His mercy endures forever 
toward Israel."  Then all the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. Ezra 3:10-



The Former Days can Posed a Danger
The older generation remembered the former days and felt 
tempted to feel like grasshoppers as the 10 spies did. 

But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the 
fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first temple, 
wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple 
was laid before their eyes. Yet many shouted aloud for joy, 
13 so that the people could not discern the noise of the 
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, 
for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound 
was heard afar off. Ezra 3:12-13

Which attitude best fit the circumstances? 



DƻŘΩǎ ²ŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ
the word of the Lord came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 
"Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and 
to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 'Who is left among you 
who saw this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it 
now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as 
nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,' says the Lord; 'and 
be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be 
strong, all you people of the land,' says the Lord, 'and work; 
for I am with you,' says the Lord of hosts. 5 'According to the 
word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so 
My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!' Hag. 2:1-5
This is a very powerful verse with an important application. 



Not by might, nor by Power, but by My Spirit

And he said to me, ñWhat do you see?ò So I said, "I am 
looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on 
top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the 
seven lamps. 3 Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the 
bowl and the other at its left." 4 So I answered and spoke to the 
angel who talked with me, saying, "What are these, my lord?"  5 
Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, 
"Do you not know what these are?ñ 5 So he answered and said 
to me: "This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: 'Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit, 'Says the Lord of hosts. 
Zech 4:2-5



Godôs Promise to Help: His people are Never Alone 

So he answered and said to me: "This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, 
'Says the Lord of hosts. 7 'Who are you, O great mountain? 
Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall 
bring forth the capstone With shouts of "Grace, grace to it!ôò 8 
Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 9 "The 
hands of Zerubbabel Have laid the foundation of this temple; 
His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know That the 
Lord of hosts has sent Me to you. 10 For who has despised the 
day of small things? Zech. 4:6-9

It is too easy to despise the day of small things é Must not do it



An Application to Evangelism 

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through 
whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So 
then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, 
but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he who plants and 
he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own 
reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God's 
fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. 
1 Cor 3:5-11



God Gives the Increase
ÅSo then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was 

received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of 

God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the 

Lord working with themand confirming the word through 

the accompanying signs. Amen. Mk. 16:19-20

Åteaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age." Amen. Matt 28:20



God is Always Searching and Seeking

'For thus says the Lord God: "Indeed I Myself will search 
for My sheep and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks 
out his flockon the day he is among his scattered sheep, so 
will I seek out My sheep and deliver themfrom all the 
places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 
13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them to their own 
land; Ezek. 34:11-13



Jesus knows all ςAlways Working

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 
head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, 
the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Eph1:22-23
Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do 
not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;  10 for I 
am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I 
have many people in this city."11 And he continued 
there a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. Acts 18:9-11



God is the Lord of the Harvest ςKnows His Own

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: 
"The Lord knows those who are His," 2 Tim 2:19

But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion 
for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep 
having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The 
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  38 Therefore 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest."Mt 9:36-38



The Lord of the Harvest Coordinates Workers 

Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes 
the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look 
at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  36 And 
he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal 
life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice 
together.  37 For in this the saying is true: 'One sows and 
another reaps.'  38 I sent you to reap that for which you 
have not labored; others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labors." John 4:34-38



The Lord of the Harvest 

The Lord knows those who are His

Sends forth laborers into the Harvest

God who gives the increase

The Lord working with them

I am with you always to the end of the age.

I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out.

I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 
from the countries

'One sows and another reaps.ô 

We are a small part of this process (nothing) we sow & reap



The Lord of the Harvest

others have labored, and you have entered into their 
labors.
God and Christ coordinate the efforts of the laborers.
They know those who are His
They send out laborers
HOW!



Evangelism in Acts

God gathered the audience Acts 2

God gathered the audience Acts 3

The Ethiopian Eunuch Acts 8

Saul of Tarsus Acts 9

Cornelius Acts 10



Evangelism in Acts

the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called them." é 4 So, 
being sent out by the Holy Spirit,  Acts 13:2-4

Now when they had come and gathered the church together, 
they reported all that God had done with them, and that He 
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 So they 
stayed there a long time with the disciples. Acts 14:27-28



Evangelism in Acts
Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region 
of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, 
they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit 
them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of 
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, "Come 
over to Macedonia and help us." 10 Now after he had seen 
the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, 
concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the 
gospel to them. Acts 16:6-10



The Lord of the Harvest

Gathered audiences

Sent out the preacher and brought the sinner

Philip to the Eunuch

Ananias to Saul

Peter to Cornelius

The First Missionary Journey ïSent Out

The Second Missionary Journey ï

Forbidden, did not permit 

Called into Macedonia

I have many people in this city. 



coordinates laborers- Jn4:35-38

sends out laborers ïMt 9:36-38

gives the increase ïI Cor3:5-7

No matter where they are scattered God  knows where 
they are. Deut; Isa; Ezek

The Lord working with them Mk 16:19-20

I am with you always even to the end of the world ïMt 
28:20

We must never despise the day of small things. 

The Lord of the Harvest 


