
Is it Hard to be a Christian?
This is an interesting question. 

“Hard” is a relative term. If the goal is high enough … 
Nothing it too hard. 

Ask that question to an Olympic runner? Is it hard to seek the 
gold medal? If the answer is “yes” he will never win. Do you 
not know that those who run in a race all run, but one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.  
25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in 
all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but 
we for an imperishable crown. 1Cor 9:24-25



How Hard is Hard?
Fast forward to the end of your life and look back to today. 

Think of the pleasure of all the sacrifices and faithful 
service. 

Think of the cringes and regrets for all those moments of 
giving in to temptation and easing up on responsibilities. 

Now, all that is left is the judgment. 

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment, Heb. 9:27

Can we really be working too hard? Does it really matter 
how tough it is now … when we are at the end? 



What Does the Lord Require?
Does the Lord really ask more than is fair?

Is the reward not high enough? Are the sacrifices too much?

He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the
Lord require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to
walk humbly with your God? Mic. 6:8

Is it really too hard:

To do justly… treat people fairly and not cheat them?

To love mercy … to treat people kindly and serve others?

To walk humbly with God … Love Him, trust Him, honor
Him? He created everything gave us every joy and happy
moment? Is any sacrifice too much? Any effort too hard?



And the Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes, to
fear the Lord our God, for our good always, that He might
preserve us alive, as it is this day. 25 Then it will be
righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these
commandments before the Lord our God, as He has
commanded us.' Deut 6:24-25

This is what we will learn after this life is over. 

Everything God asked us to do was fair.

Nothing was too hard.

It was all for our good. 



Like Training for Olympics … All must be Assessed 

Everything that is in the way…

Everything that leads away from victory…

It must be sacrificed to win. 

Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and 
said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate 
his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My 
disciple.  27 And whoever does not bear his cross and 
come after Me cannot be My disciple. Lk. 14:25-27

A worse case scenario… seldom happens BUT… 

If it really came to this … Would it be too hard? 



The Calculations That Must be Done

Jesus offers a scale to weigh our decision upon. 
If you want eternal life in joy and bliss … what will you 
sacrifice? Are you prepared for the losses along the way? 
For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit 
down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
finish it — 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is 
not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him,  30 
saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.’ Lk. 14:28-30
While it is easy to say … it is not worth it … Jesus adds: 



A Battle We Cannot Win
If we make God our enemy, we will enter into a conflict 
we cannot win. God is wiser and more powerful.

If we don’t want to stand before Him as an enemy … 
What are the conditions of peace? 

Or what king, going to make war against another king, 
does not sit down first and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 
twenty thousand?  32 Or else, while the other is still a 
great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of 
peace.  33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all 
that he has cannot be My disciple.  Lk. 14:31-33



If we have any doubt …

For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay," says the Lord. And again, "The Lord will judge His
people." 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God. Heb 10:30-31

to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in
flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know
God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of His power, 2Th. 1:7-10



Peers Change calculations and Influence Decisions

When training for the superbowl with all the other football 
players all are all equally motivated and it all makes sense. 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so 
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured 
such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become 
weary and discouraged in your souls. Heb. 12:1-3



Paul – Our Greatest Peer to Influence our Decisions
I also count all things loss for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 
that I may gain Christ … 11  if, by any means, I may attain 
to the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I have 
already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 
that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also 
laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:8-9



Growing Weary … A Sign …

A storm is brewing … need to make preparations and have 
answers. 

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Gal. 6:9

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners 
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged 
in your souls. Heb. 12:1-3 



When the Day Comes

All is over … our life is lived … we are going to die …

A blessed thought for those who endured sacrificed and 
prepared. 

For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I 
live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet 
what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-
pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be 
with Christ, which is far better. Phil 1:21-24

No sacrifice today is to great to reach this victory. 



The End of Paul can be Our End

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have 
loved His appearing. 2 Tim 4:6-8

Each one of us will be here someday. 

What price is too hard to be able to think and feel as Paul 
does? Do we love His appearing?



Live Today so we can Eagerly Wait for Tomorrow

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this 
the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the 
sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will 
appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. Heb 
9:27-28
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