
we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we 
were in their sight." Num. 13:33

Why did they feel like this? 

Joshua & Caleb saw God working with them:

we are well able to overcome it." Num. 13:30

Ten Spies & all Israel saw themselves as alone

God saw this attitude as a rejection and lack of faith. 

“How long will these people reject Me? And how long 
will they not believe Me, Num. 14:11

Grasshoppers



Autonomy creates a difficulty:

The world has billions of people! 

The local church at Holly St. only has its own resources.

As long as we only focus on Denver metro we can ignore it.

But when we think of the entire USA or the entire world, 
we begin to grasp the magnitude! 

We ARE grasshoppers!  We can’t do this alone! 

Is anything too hard for the Lord? Gen 18:14

For with God nothing will be impossible." Luke 1:37

Are We Grasshoppers?



Signs of Grasshoppers
Don’t believe God is behind our efforts

Tempted to make modifications to draw more people:

Worship, name of church, baptism, God’s moral 
standards, instrumental music, etc. 

Stop preaching the true gospel … make it more appealing

Feel need to remove autonomy and change organization 
to give us the power (human power) to reach the world. 



Evangelism & Autonomy
In the eyes of the grasshopper: 

Alexander Campbell in 1849 helped form the ACMS which 
would allow churches to join forces and share resources. 

Resulted in dividing the church: The Christian church 

Highland church of Christ took oversight over  the “Herald 
of Truth” accepting funds from 3000 churches, leading to 
today’s division.

This is what grasshoppers do. They try to compensate for 
their weaknesses with human wisdom. 



What Should we Do? 
Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few.  38 Therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." Mt 9:37-38

If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If 
anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God 
supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. 4:11

We Pray! 

We minister with strength God supplies 

We rely on God to give the increase … don’t change anything   



Joshua was Never a Grasshopper
No man shall be able to stand before you … 
I will not leave you nor forsake you….
Only be strong and very courageous, 
observe to do according to all the law 
Do not turn from it to the right hand or left
Law shall not depart from your mouth, 
you shall meditate in it day and night, 
observe to do according to all that is written 
then you will make your way prosperous, 
then you will have good success. 
Have I not commanded you? Josh. 1:5-9



We Are Not Grasshoppers!

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age." Amen. Mt 28:19-20

He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right 
hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming 
the word through the accompanying signs. Amen. Mark 
16:19-20

We Too Work Under God & Christ!



Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon 
you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, 
and you call them to mind among all the nations where 
the Lord your God drives you, 2 and you return to the 
Lord your God and obey His voice, according to all that I 
command you today, you and your children, with all your 
heart and with all your soul, Deut. 30:1-6

Israel into Assyrian captivity… Never  brought back

Judah into Babylonian Captivity … remnant came back. 

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
from every nation under heaven. Acts 2:5

Events in Acts are Fulfilled Prophecy



3 that the Lord your God will bring you back from captivity, 
and have compassion on you, and gather you again from all 
the nations where the Lord your God has scattered you. If 
any of you are driven out to the farthest parts under heaven, 
from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from 
there He will bring you Deut. 30:1-6

you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 
earth. Acts 1:8

1-8:4:  Jerusalem 8:5-12 Judea and Samaria 13-28 Remotest

Events in Acts are Fulfilled Prophecy



5 Then the Lord your God will bring you to the land which 
your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it. He will 
prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. 6 And 
the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the 
heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 
Deut 30:1-6

Events in Acts are Fulfilled Prophecy

While We Think of the return from 
Babylon, That was the 1st gathering



"And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall 
stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek 
Him, And His resting place shall be glorious.“ 11 It shall 
come to pass in that day That the Lord shall set His hand 
again the second time To recover the remnant of His 
people who are left,  12 He will set up a banner for the 
nations, And will assemble the outcasts of Israel, And 
gather together the dispersed of Judah From the four 
corners of the earth. Isa. 11:10-12

Acts – Records this Second Gathering

Return from Babylon was 1st Gathering 



As God Helped Joshua

'For thus says the Lord God: "Indeed I Myself will search 
for My sheep and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks 
out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so 
will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the 
places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 
13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them to their own 
land; Ezek 34:11-13

God Helps the Church



The Time Stamp!

I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed 
them — My servant David. He shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. 24 And I, the Lord, will be their God, and My 
servant David a prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
Ezek 34:23-24

God began  this gathering after He established on shepherd

When My Servant David is their 
One Shepherd – Acts 2



in that day a Root of Jesse(Jesus)

shall stand as a banner to the people; 

For the Gentiles shall seek Him, 

in that day the Lord shall set His hand again the second 
time To recover the remnant of His people who are left,  1

a banner for the nations, 

God will assemble the outcasts of Israel, 

And gather together the dispersed of Judah

From the four corners of the earth. 

I will establish one shepherd over them, — My servant David.

This is the Fullness of Time



How God Fulfilled this
God sent the Holy Spirit to gather the audience Acts 2

God sent the Holy Spirit to gather the audience Acts 3

The Spirit sent Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch Acts 8

Jesus sent Ananias to Saul of Tarsus Acts 9

The Spirit sent Peter to Cornelius Acts 10



How God Fulfilled This
the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called them." … 4 So, 
being sent out by the Holy Spirit,  Acts 13:2-4

Now when they had come and gathered the church 
together, they reported all that God had done with them, 
and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 
28 So they stayed there a long time with the disciples. Acts 
14:27-28



Do Our Part & Allow God to do His 
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 
through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each 
one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor 
he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he 
who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will 
receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For 
we are God's fellow workers; 1Cor. 3:5-9

He who plants and he who waters are nothing

It is God who gives the increase.

Does this remove our responsibility?  Absolutely not!



Never forget: We Are NEVER ALONE!

teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age." Amen. Matt 28:20
He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right 
hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them Mk. 16:19-20
The Lord will work with us always. Even until the end of 
the age(Eternity Begins). 



Our Duty is Clearly Defined 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason 
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 1Pet. 
3:15-16

Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming 
the time.  6 Let your speech always be with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to 
answer each one. Col 4:5-6

Give a Defense; Answer Each One



God rules in the kingdom of men (Dan. 4:17, 25, 32, 5:21), 

God is Lord of the harvest Mt. 9:38 

God brings back the scattered, Deut. 30:1-6

God is the shepherd who seeks the lost and brings them 
back. Ezek. 34:11-16; 23-25

Others have labored and we enter into their labor. Jn. 4:34-
38

We plant and water, but rely upon God to give the increase 
1Cor. 3:5-9. 

Only Grasshoppers Forget



We are Planting and Watering(Our Part):

Always ready to give an answer  I Pet 3:15

Walking in wisdom toward those without  Col 4:5-6

Speech always with grace (kindness) seasoned with salt 
(truth) (speaking the truth in love) 

Know how we ought to answer each one. 

GO – All nations; all the world; every creature; 

may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

Buy up every opportunity

Under The Lord of the Harvest 



The Lord of the Harvest

⚫ coordinates laborers- Jn. 4:35-38 

⚫ sends out laborers – Mt. 9:36-38

⚫ gives the increase – I Cor. 3:5-7

⚫ No matter where they are scattered He  knows where 

they are. Deut; Isa; Ezek

⚫ When time is right we enter into the Labor: 

⚫ Ethiopian Eunuch 

⚫ Saul of Tarsus  

⚫ Cornelius 



The Lord of the Harvest
Gathered audiences

Sent out preachers and gathered sinners

Philip to the Eunuch

Ananias to Saul

Peter to Cornelius

The First Missionary Journey – Sent Out

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having 
this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let 
everyone who names the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity." 2 Tim 2:19
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