
Go Into All the World

Preach the gospel to every 

creature

Mark 16:15-16



Make Disciples in Every Nation
Mt 28:18



Repentance and Remission of Sins 

Should be Preached to all Nations

Lk 24:47



The Great Commission
Evangelism – preaching the gospel to the lost
Yet it is also individual stories of those who are lost who 
found the truth and the joy of salvation.
3000 souls were added  Acts 2:40
Ethiopian Eunuch on his way rejoicing  Acts 8:39
Saul of Tarsus – Be Baptized – wash away your sins.  
Cornelius – all present before God, to hear all the things 
commanded you by God. Acts 10:33
Lydia the Lord opened her heart to heed  Acts 16:14 
Philippian Jailer fell down trembling – What must I do to 
be saved? Acts 16:29-30



Conversion Stories

A young man begins searching for truth 

No local church nearby

A preacher decides to start a work there 1 year earlier

His daughter is discussing the Bible at school with friends

An invitation to church 

A Bible study and conversion

A decision to preach

52 years later – 13th year at Holly Street

–Many here have similar stories



Most Exciting Goal of Evangelism

Many here tonight can tell similar stories. 
About themselves or someone they taught. 
Some are amazing, joining God’s providence with our effort.
Success led to confidence and joy.
Co-workers with God saving souls.
Then our world slowly changed. 
Classes more difficult to set up.
People less open to Bible discussions.
Invitations to attend services ignored. 
A sense that something is wrong
Some of us heard sermons berating us – Not doing enough!



1950’s:    100%  (50 added 50)

1960’s:      50%  (50 added 25)

1970’s:      20%  (50 added 10)

1980’s:         1.6%  (50 added .8)

1990’s:         1.5%  (50 added .75)                

Gary Bodine

Freed-Hardeman Lectures

Statistics Tell the Story

Not a reason to be discouraged. 

Not necessarily a sign we are doing something wrong.

 Just the truth: The world we now live in. 



A Positive Sermon
Yet there are realities we have to accept.

The world has changed.

We have been eyewitnesses to a great shift:  

because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him 
as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 
Professing to be wise, they became fools, Rom. 1:21-22

This is not universal. There are still good people in the 
world today. We have to pray and seek to find them. 



The Former Days Were Better

Those active in evangelism look back with longing:

Churches doubled every few years. 

8-10 Bible Classes each week.

People often came forward for baptism.

Yet the title is misleading:

“Do not say, Why were the former days better than these? 

For you do not inquire wisely concerning this” Ecc. 7:10



The Former Days Were Better

“Do not say, Why were the former days better than these? 

For you do not inquire wisely concerning this” Ecc. 7:10

Why not?

Why is it not wise to so inquire? 

It was a better time for evangelism.

Today the ground is harder/results diminished

Churches up and down the valley are gone.

God needs His servants working as hard as they can in 

their own generation. Can’t let past discourage. 



Nothing New Under the Sun

That which has been is what will be, That which is done is 
what will be done, And there is nothing new under the sun. 
10 Is there anything of which it may be said, "See, this is 
new"? It has already been in ancient times before us. Eccl 
1:9-10

This has all happened before. 

God has seen this many times. 

We aren’t doing anything wrong.

There is nothing to feel guilty about. 



Generations

Generation of Noah: 

but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the 
ungodly; 2Pet. 2:5

a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 1Pet. 
3:20-21

Generation of Moses      

there was not left a man of them, except Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. Num. 26:65



Generations
Generation after Joshua      

When all that generation had been gathered to their 
fathers, another generation arose after them who did not 
know the Lord. Judg. 2:10

Generation of Isaiah:      

Then I said, "Lord, how long?“ And He answered: "Until 
the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, The houses 
are without a man, The land is utterly desolate, Isa. 6:11



Generations

Generation of Jeremiah     

Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem; See now 
and know; And seek in her open places If you can find a 
man, If there is anyone who executes judgment, Who seeks 
the truth, And I will pardon her. 

O Lord, are not Your eyes on the truth? You have stricken 
them, But they have not grieved; You have consumed them, 
But they have refused to receive correction. They have made 
their faces harder than rock; They have refused to return. 

Jer. 5:1-5



Generations
Generation of Jeremiah 

Therefore I said, "Surely these are poor. They are foolish; 
For they do not know the way of the Lord, The judgment of 
their God.  5 I will go to the great men and speak to them, 
For they have known the way of the Lord, The judgment of 
their God.”  But these have altogether broken the yoke And 
burst the bonds. Jer. 5:3-5



Generations

Generation of Ezekiel     

And He said to me: "Son of man, I am sending you to the 
children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled 
against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against 
Me to this very day. 4 For they are impudent and stubborn 
children. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 
'Thus says the Lord God.' 5 As for them, whether they hear or 
whether they refuse — for they are a rebellious house — yet 
they will know that a prophet has been among them. Ezek 2:3-5



Generations

Generation of Ezekiel     

Then He said to me: "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and 
speak with My words to them. 5 For you are not sent to a 
people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but to the 
house of Israel, 6 not to many people of unfamiliar speech and 
of hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, 
had I sent you to them, they would have listened to you. 7 But 
the house of Israel will not listen to you, because they will not 
listen to Me; for all the house of Israel are impudent and hard-
hearted. Ezek 3:4-8



Generations

Generation of Ezekiel     

“As for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking 
about you beside the walls and in the doors of the houses; and 
they speak to one another, everyone saying to his brother, 
‘Please come and hear what the word is that comes from the 
Lord.’ 31 So they come to you as people do, they sit before you 
as My people, and they hear your words, but they do not do 
them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their 
hearts pursue their own gain. 32 Indeed you are to them as a 
very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play 
well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do 
not do them. Ezek 33:30-33



Generations

Our Generation   

We all want to live in the fullness of time. 

Some of us did live in such a time. 

But there were many problems then as well. 

There is no perfect time.  

God needs us today to be faithful and to do His work. 

We just need to submit and do the best we can. 



Generations
But success is not measured by results. 
Success is measured by faithfulness/effort.  
God was not disappointed with Noah.
God did not feel Moses, Joshua, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or 
Ezekiel were unfaithful. 
It is harder to be faithful under adversity. 
The KEY is faithfulness not results. 



Our Role is Clear
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 
through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 
6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 
So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who 
waters, but God who gives the increase. 8 Now he who 
plants and he who waters are one, and each one will 
receive his own reward according to his own labor. 1 Cor. 
3:5-8



God’s Role is Clear
Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers 
through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each 
one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, 
nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. 8 
Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each 
one will receive his own reward according to his own 
labor. 1 Cor. 3:5-8



We just do our Work
And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, 
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to 
those who are of the household of faith. Gal 6:9-10
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason 
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 1 Peter 
3:15-16



Former days
Not better, just different
God hasn’t changed
Gospel hasn’t changed
Church hasn’t changed.
We aren’t doing anything wrong.
We do what God’s people have always done. 
We plant, we water, we preach the gospel.
We leave results to God.
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