|, I know he way of man is not in himself; It Is not In
man who walks to direct his own steps. Jer. 10:22

* A Universal Problem.
* God did not give us this ability.

®* We can get lost... unable to get our bearings ... without
something outside of ourselves, we are In grave danger.

®* There Is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the
way of death. Pr. 14:12

®* The consequences can be grave




God Gave the Tools — Material Creation
* Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of
the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them
be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 15 and

let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to
give light on the earth"; and it was so. Gen 1:14-16

* Only safe when we know where we are In reference to
where we are going. If not — lost

®* God gave the lights for signs.
®* By Day Sun/moon rise In the east and set into the west

®* By Night North Star — Northern Hemisphere... Southern
Cross In Southern Hemisphere




No matter
what the
time, the
North Star
remains near
the same
place







. A Parable We Must Never Forget

S d, | know the way of man Is not in himself; It Is not In

who walks to direct his own steps. Jer. 10:22

* God Is not revealing this truth for the material creation. It
IS true of the material creation and even more true In the
spiritual realm.

* \We have no idea where we are or where we are going.
®* Once again God left signs at the creation:

® For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse, Rom. 1:20-21




(God’s Reference Points — Oriented

* The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
shows His handiwork. 2 Day unto day utters speech, and
night unto night reveals knowledge. 3 There Is no speech
nor language where their voice is not heard. Ps 19:1-3

®* Once we learn to hear their voice we can’t lose our way.
But we need to assess them every day.

® although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be
wise, they became fools, Rom 1:21-23

®* We have all seen those who have lost their way.







The Bible — Our Map
* Your word Is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path.
Ps. 119:105

* But the path of the righteous Is as the dawning light, That
shines more and more unto the perfect day. 19 The way of

the wicked Is as darkness: They know not at what they
stumble. Pr. 4:18-19

® If we heed the world (majority), who don’t respect the
map, soon become hopelessly lost in darkness.

®* He guides me In the paths of righteousness Ps 23:3

®* In all your ways acknowledge him, And he will direct your
paths. Pr. 3:6




Can’t Stay Oriented without Guidance

* Thus says Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and
you shall find rest for your souls: but they said, We will not
walk therein Jer 6:16

* Must continually seek the old paths and good way.

* Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth. 2 Tim 2:15

* These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, In
that they received the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.
Acts 17:11-12




- God left the means to stay Oriented

'

- * Through Your precepts | get understanding; Your word IS
a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. Therefore | hate
every false way. Ps 104-105

* | have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your
testimonies are my meditation. 100 | understand more than
the ancients, Because | keep Your precepts. 101 | have

restrained my feet from every evil way, That | may keep
Your word. Ps. 119:99-101




A Spiritual Compass

* Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And
lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all
your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall
direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in your
own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from
evil. Pr 3:5-7

®* We have to trust God’s guidance.

®* The One who gave the stars for orientation
® |s the same One who gave the Scriptures.
® The key 1s trust... Don’t Lean on own...




Must Trust The North Star
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r/ ISt Trust The North Star

ot look at the things which are seen, but at
INgS WhICh are not seen. For the things which are
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are
eternal. 2Cor 4:18

®* The “seen” 1n the here and now often leads to confusion
and our becoming disoriented.

®* We have to learn to unquestionably trust the map
®* For we walk by faith, not by sight 2 Cor 5:7

® So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of
Christ. Rom 10:17




___Thou: Narrow & Difficult — It’s There

e narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is
the way y that leads to destruction, and there are many who
go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the

way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. Mt.
7:13-14
®* We MUST believe this! If we don’t realize how difficult it
actually 1s, we can end up In the ditch.

® Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if
the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.” Mt.
15:14

.




An Important Reference Point
* Thus says the Lord: "Stand in the ways and see, And ask for
the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then
you will find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not
walk in it.” Jer 6:16

® Jesus said to him, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me. John 14:6

®* Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance
the race that Is set before us Heb. 12:1-2

® A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, But the simple
pass on and are punished. Pr. 22:3




Is It Time to Turn Around ... Before 1t’s Too Late?

* Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He
has appointed a day on which He will judge the world In
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has
given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the
dead.” Acts 17:30-31
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