
Choose This Day… Reassessing Our Choice

And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." Josh. 
24:15

Who have we chosen to serve? What is truly our 1st choice?

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you. Mt. 6:33-34



More Comprehensive Than We Think
"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate … and his own 
life also, he cannot be My disciple.  27 And whoever does not 
bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.  

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit 
down first and count the cost, … 31 Or what king, going to 
make war against  another king, does not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him 
who comes against him with twenty thousand? …

while the other is still a great way off, he sends a sends a 
delegation and asks conditions of peace.  33 So likewise, 
whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My 
disciple. Luke 14:26-33 … May Be Closer Than We Think!



Without a Plan/Goal nothing 
changes!

• Whatever your hand finds to do, do 
it with your might; for there is no 
work or device or knowledge or 
wisdom in the grave where you are 
going. Eccl 9:7

• Can we affirm that last year we did 
this?

• Do we have confidence that this 
year will be different/ better?



"Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning;  36 and 
you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when 
he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and 
knocks they may open to him immediately.  37 Blessed are 
those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find 
watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself 
and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve 
them.  38 And if he should come in the second watch, or 
come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are 
those servants. Lk 12:35-38

Is this what our service to Jesus and our desire to fulfill His 
conditions looks like?   Is this the cross we are carrying? 

What is the Cost? … the Conditions of Peace?



We Don’t know the Hour … If Not Now… When?

But know this, that if the master of the house had known 
what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and 
not allowed his house to be broken into.  40 Therefore you 
also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. “Then Peter said to Him, "Lord, do You speak 
this parable only to us, or to all people?" 42 And the Lord 
said, "Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his 
master will make ruler over his household, to give them their 
portion of food in due season? Lk. 12:39-43   

Are you ready for the judgement day?



A Powerful Contrast

43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so 
doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will 
make him ruler over all that he has.  45 But if that servant 
says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his coming,' and 
begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and 
drink and be drunk,  46 the master of that servant will 
come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an 
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and 
appoint him his portion with the unbelievers Lk. 12:34-46

Are we among these blessed? Are we looking for Him?



The Race Began at Baptism

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but 

only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 

may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games 

exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to 

receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 

Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in 

such a way, as not beating the air; 27 but I discipline my 

body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached 

to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 1Cor 9:24-27

The Race Ends at Death Are We Running to Win?



If we want to end our 
life like Paul…We 

MUST run like Paul

• For I am already being 

offered, and the time of 

my departure is come. 7 I 

have fought the good 

fight, I have finished the 

course, I have kept the 

faith: 2 Tim 4:6-7



How Paul Began His Race

Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 
that I may gain Christ Phil. 3:8-9

Exactly how the Holy Spirit told us to run  our race!

Therefore, we also, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, Heb 12:1-2

Have we done this yet? 



• Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; 

but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ 

Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count 

myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 

those things which are behind and reaching forward to 

those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

How Paul Continued to Run



Lyric in an Old Song I Have Never Forgotten

And then one day you find 

ten years have got behind you

No one told you when to run 

You missed the starting gun 



Not Just For Paul …. For All Mature Disciples

Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; 
and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even 
this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of 
the same mind. 17 Brethren, join in following my example, 
and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 
Phil 3:15-18



Are We Asleep or Awake?

And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than 
when we first believed. Rom 13:11
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let 
us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not 
in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not 
in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
Rom 13:12-14

Do we know the time?  

Are we aware of time as it passes?



There is Much to Do --- Work on Every Hand

Put off old man and put on New Eph 4:17ff Col 3:1-15
Hospitality. Rom 12:13; I Pet 4:7-10
Evangelism. I Pet 3:15; Col 4:5-6; 
Becoming a teacher. Heb 5:12-14
Reading and Learning Scriptures. II Tim 3:14-17
Pray without Ceasing. I Th 5:17; Eph 6:18; Col 4:2-3
In everything give thanks. I Th 5:18; Eph 5:20; Col 3:15
Putting on the armor of God. Eph 6:10-18
Adding to your faith II Pet 1:3-11
Removing the works of the flesh. Rom 7-8; Gal 5:16-25
Equip ourselves for the work of ministry. Eph 4:11-16



We Are Running into the Sunrise

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let 
us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not 
in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in 
strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. Rom 
13:11-14
But the path of the just is like the shining sun,  That shines 
ever brighter unto the perfect day. 19 The way of the 
wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes them 
stumble Pr 4:18-19



The Rest of Our Time … Running to the End
no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the 
lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent 
enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles —
1 Peter 4:1-11

But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and 
watchful in your prayers. 8 And above all things have fervent 
love for one another,

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone 
speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, 
that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,



The Race Begins
if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." Jn. 8:24

unless you repent you will all likewise perish. Lk. 13:5

if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
Rom. 10:9-10

Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  16 He 
who believes and is baptized will be saved; Mk. 16:15-16

Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins Ats 2:38

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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