
Lusts and Pride
For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but is of 
the world. 1Jn. 2:16

We know the “lusts of the flesh,” because they are revealed: 
Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 
beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. Gal. 5:19-21



Lusts and Pride
For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life  1Jn. 2:16

Any lust of the flesh activated through the eyes. We may 
never get it, but wanting it is a lust of the eyes. 

And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against every form of covetousness, for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions. Lk. 12:15

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.” Ex. 20:17



The Pride of Life 
For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but 
is of the world. 1Jn. 2:16

What exactly is the “pride of life?”

Have we ever repented of this sin?

How does “the pride of life” create temptation? 

What would have to occur for us to feel we are in danger?   

Where is the line we dare not cross? 



A Clear Example
For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 
a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit 
and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he 
ate. Gen 3:5-7



Self-Esteem vs Pride of Life
For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt 
to each one a measure of faith. Rom 12:3-4

For who makes you differ from another? And what do 
you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed 
receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 
1Cor. 4:7

The line between legitimate self-esteem and the pride of 
life is here. We have to look carefully at these two things 
to identify if we have any pride of life. 



Nebuchadnezzar’s Pride of Life
What do you have you did not receive? 
Why do you boast as though you have not received it? 
30 The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great Babylon, that 
I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and 
for the honor of my majesty?" 
He did not build it by his mighty power and for his honor.
While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell 
from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: 
the kingdom has departed from you! until you know that 
the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it 
to whomever He chooses." Dan 4:30-32



What Nebuchadnezzar Learned

His natural gifts and the opportunity were gifts from God. 

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the 
glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to 
me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was 
restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added
to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and 
honor the King of heaven, all of whose works are truth, 
and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is 
able to put down.  Dan 4:34, 36-37

Nebuchadnezzar could now see the pride of life and had 
removed it from his heart. 



We are Stewards … Nothing is “mine”

For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has 
become His counselor? 35 Or who has first given to Him 
And it shall be repaid to him? 36 For of Him (source) and 
through Him (agency) and to Him (purpose) are all 
things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. Rom 11:34-36

be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But 
gives grace to the humble." 6 Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time, 1 Pet. 5:5-6



Job’s Pride of Life
Moreover the Lord answered Job, and said: 2 "Shall the 
one who contends with the Almighty correct Him? He 
who rebukes God, let him answer it." 3 Then Job 
answered the Lord and said: 4 "Behold, I am vile; What 
shall I answer You? I lay my hand over my mouth.  5 
Once I have spoken, but I will not answer; Yes, twice, but 
I will proceed no further."  
7 "Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, 
and you shall answer Me: 8 "Would you indeed annul 
My judgment? Would you condemn Me that you may 
be justified? Job 40:1-8 



What Do I have that I did not Receive?

You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and 
power; For You created all things, And by Your will they 
exist and were created. Rev. 4:11

Entire material creation is a gift we received. 

When our heart makes full melody with this verse and we 
joyfully accept its truth, we can rise above the pride of life. 

Everything in the Material creation is from God.

So the answer to the question above is nothing. 

It is only mine as a stewardship.   



EVERYTHING is a Gift from God
The Material creation:

God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it; have dominion. Gen. 1:25

God made physics, chemistry, and energy capable of being 
subdued. All technology is a gift.

God made us in His image and likeness, all natural gifts of 
mind and body are a gift. 

All that I can do and accomplish is a gift. 

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very 
well. Ps. 139:14 



God Warned… David Believed
When “you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might 
of my hand have gained me this wealth,’ you shall 
remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you 
power to get wealth.” Deut 8:17-18

The greatest shield against the pride of life is to always 
remember God made it all possible. 

David, the man after God’s own heart knew it: 

“Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign 
over all. In Your hand is power and might; In Your hand it 
is to make great And to give strength to all.” 1Chr. 29:12 

Is this how we see life, ability and success? 



Pride of Life – Why Many Do not Obey the Gospel
For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 
but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling 
block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God. 1 Cor 1:22-25

However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet 
not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who 
are coming to nothing. 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in 
a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the 
ages for our glory, 8 which none of the rulers of this age 
knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. 1 Cor 2:6-8



God Weeds Out The Pride of Life

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called.  27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to put to shame the things which 
are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the 
things which are despised God has chosen, and the things 
which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 
that no flesh should glory in His presence. 1 Cor 1:26-30



The Antidote that Banishes
Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shifting shadow. James 1:17-18 

Gratitude always leads to humility and service. 

It is logical, reasonable and honorable. 

Never forget, no matter how great we see ourselves because 
of our abilities, there is one reason:

For who makes you differ from another, And what do you 
have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive 
it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 1Cor. 4:6  
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