
What A Time to Live
Time of the covenant to giving of Law 430
the law, which was four hundred and thirty years 
later, cannot annul the covenant that was 
confirmed before by God in Christ, that it should 
make the promise of no effect. Gal 3:17
Abraham 75 100 at birth of Isaac   25  
Isaac 40 Rebekah barren maybe 60 60
Jacob 147 when died 147
Pharoah not know Joseph (3-5 gen.) 100
Israel made slaves 332
Slaves for about 100 years(5 generations) 
Moses was 40 when left 80 at return



What A Time to Live
That generation saw the 10 plagues

Deliverance from Egypt

Through the Red Sea

Entire army of Egypt overthrown in Red Sea

Standing at Mt Sinai to hear 10 commandments

Saw the glory and power of God.

Ate manna and saw God’s help again and again 

Wouldn’t that give them a far greater faith than 
ours? 



What A Time to Live
God asked them to sent spies. 
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Send 
men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am 
giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe 
of their fathers you shall send a man, every one 
a leader among them." Num 13:1-2
The Good Report “all God’s promises are true” 
came back to Moses and Aaron … they brought 
back word to them and to all the congregation, 
and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Then 
they told him, and said: "We went to the land 
where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit. Num 13:26-28



The Tide Begins to Turn
The Bad Report:
Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are 
strong; the cities are fortified and very large; 
moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 
29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; 
the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell 
in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the 
sea and along the banks of the Jordan." Num 
13:28-29
Caleb – One of the 12 spies tried to counter
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and 
said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, 
for we are well able to overcome it." Num 13:30

e we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak 



Those who Turned the Tide
The Bad Report (continued):
But the men who had gone up with him said, "We 
are not able to go up against the people, for they 
are stronger than we." 32 And they gave the 
children of Israel a bad report of the land which 
they had spied out, saying, "The land through 
which we have gone as spies is a land that 
devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom 
we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There we 
saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came 
from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers 
in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." 
Num 13:31-33



Israel’s Lack of Faith
Congregation’s response to these reports 

So all the congregation lifted up their voices and 
cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the 
children of Israel complained against Moses and 
Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, 
"If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if 
only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the 
Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword, 
that our wives and children should become 
victims? Would it not be better for us to return to 
Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another, "Let us 
select a leader and return to Egypt.“ Num 14:1-4



Sermon of Joshua/Caleb Have Faith
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, who were among those who had 
spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they 
spoke to all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, saying: "The land we passed through to 
spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord 
delights in us, then He will bring us into this land 
and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk 
and honey.'  9 Only do not rebel against the Lord, 
nor fear the people of the land, for they are our 
bread; their protection has departed from them, 
and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them." Num 
14:6-9



Israel Sealed their Fate
And all the congregation said to stone them with
stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in the
tabernacle of meeting before all the children of
Israel. Num 14:10

Say to them, 'As I live,' says the Lord, 'just as you
have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you: 29
The carcasses of you who have complained against
Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were
numbered, according to your entire number, from
twenty years old and above. 30 Except for Caleb the
son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you
shall by no means enter the land which I swore I
would make you dwell in. Num 14:28-31



God Swore in His Wrath

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you 
will hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts 
as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the 
wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried 
Me, And saw My works forty years. 10 Therefore 
I was angry with that generation, And said, 'They 
always go astray in their heart, And they have not 
known My ways.' 11 So I swore in My wrath, 
'They shall not enter My rest.'" Heb 3:7-11 
Prophecy Quoted from Ps 95:7-11



A Prophesy Directed toward Us

Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 
God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is 
called "Today," lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have 
become partakers of Christ if we hold the 
beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 
15 while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His 
voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.  Heb. 3:12-15



Further explanation of the Prophecy
For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it
not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17
Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it
not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in
the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that
they would not enter His rest, but to those who did
not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in
because of unbelief. Heb 3:16-19

The time from our conversion is identical.

We all came out of the slavery of sin.

We are now wandering in the wilderness.

Some as Joshus and Caleb others as those who fell



A Strong Warning: Prophecy is for us
Since therefore it remains that some must enter 
it, and those to whom it was first preached did 
not enter because of disobedience, 7 again He 
designates a certain day, saying in David, 
"Today," after such a long time, as it has been 
said:  "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not 
harden your hearts." 8 For if Joshua had given 
them rest, then He would not afterward have 
spoken of another day. 9 There remains 
therefore a rest for the people of God. Heb 4:6-
10



Final Applications
Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest 
anyone fall according to the same example of 
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
13 And there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked and open to the 
eyes of Him to whom we must give account. Heb 
4:11-13



Similar warning and Application
Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them God 
was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered 
in the wilderness. 6 Now these things became our 
examples, to the intent that we should not lust after 
evil things as they also lusted. 1 Cor 10:1-14

Just how closely our Circumstances parallel 



The Temptations to Flee
And do not become idolaters as were some of 
them. As it is written, "The people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play."  8 Nor let us 
commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, 
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor 
let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain, 
as some of them also complained, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all these things 
happened to them as examples, and they were 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come. 1 Cor 10:1-14

Specific dangers we must watch for to avoid their 
fate. 



With this Warning: Applications

12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take 
heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken 
you except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation 
will also make the way of escape, that you may be 
able to bear it. 1 Cor 10:12-13



Who are we Like: Joshua/Caleb or them
Are we Grasshoppers 

Are we well able to overcome

Did we come out like Moses 

By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God 
than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 
Heb 11:24-26

Israel did not share Moses view. The looked back in 
their hearts just like Lot’s wife. 



We choose Ancestry and Forefathers 
These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. 14 For those who say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if 
they had called to mind that country from which 
they had come out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a 
better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has 
prepared a city for them. Heb 11:13-16
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