A Good Conscience

* But the end of the charge Is love out of a p

heart anda good consciencand faith
unfeignedl1Tim 1:5

* What I1s aGood Conscience

* To help us answer this question, we will loc
at the uses of the
It IS used In the New Testament.




A Good Conscience

®* Then Paul, looking earnestly at the
council, said, "Men and brethren, | have
livedin all good conscienckefore God
until this day." Acts 23:12

® After reading this verse, we generally go
Into an explanation of how Paul could ha
a good conscience while he was
persecuting the church.

®* Then never quite get back to the questio
* What is a Good Conscience?




A Good Conscience

* But the end of the charge Is love out of a p
heart anda good consciencand faith
unfeignedl1Tim 1:5

* This charge | commit to you, son Timothy,
according to the prophecies previously mas
concerning you, that by them you may wac
the good warfare, 18aving faith and a gooc
consciencewhich some having rejected,
concerning the faith have suffered shipwre
1Tim 1:1820




A Good Conscience

* But sanctify the Lord God In your hearts, a
always be ready to give a defense to every
who asks you a reason for the hope that is
you, with meekness and fear; d&ving a
good consciencehat when they defame yo
as evildoers, those who revile your good
conduct in Christ may be ashamééePet.
3:1516




Good Conscience

also an antitype which

noval of the filth of the flesh, bu

e answer of a good conscience
toward Gog, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1
Peter 3:2122



A Good Conscience

®* Then Paul, looking earnestly at the
council, said, "Men and brethren, | have
livedin all good conscienckefore God
until this day." Acts 23:12

®* Pray for us; for we are confident thaie
have a good consciencm all things
desiring to live honorably. 19 But |
especially urge you to do this, that | may
restored to you the soonéteb 13:1819




at 1s a Conscience?
1 , "a Kknowil

‘hwi t dda "to kno
(conn nNnwi tdtience nt o kno

N a -koowledge (with oneself), the
witness borne to one's conduct by the
conscienceo

| f t hi s sounds com




Defed

Afsuneidesis. . . [knbwl éf
a. the consciousness of anything... b.
the soul as distinguishing between
what is morally good and bad,

prompting to do the former and shun
the latter, commending the one,
condemning the other; conscience. .
(Thayer, p. 602-603; 4893)




The Conscience

®* The inner workings and purpose:

®* In that they show the work of the law written ir
their hearts, their conscience bearing witness
therewith, and their thoughts one with anothel
accusing or else excusing (theRgm 2:15

* The conscience bears withess and either accl
or excuses. Thus the conscience Is a separat
entity in the mind that watches over all our
thoughts, words and deeds. It assesses motiv
goals, and the true intent of each.




® | say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my
conscience bearing withness with me in tf

Holy Spirit, Rom 9:1

®* Paul says it with his mind,
® his conscience bears witness to its truth.
® Thus there are two voices

® Two to bear withess over our thoughts.
When faced with a moral dilemmas



® The first Is the mind. We take all the facts
we know from the Scriptures and from ol
personal life.

® Qur conscience oversees all of this, In
some way separate from the process.

® Our conscious mind plays no part here.

® When the conscience is functioning
properly, it only oversees what is in the
mind.

® Nothing in the mind can change Its
function to make us feel good when doin
what we Aknowo 1| s



.
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® Nothing in the mind can change Its
function to make us feel good when doinc
what we nknowo 1| s

It can only:

accuse us If we are knowingly overlooking
something that would change the outcom

excuse us If we have taken all the facts In
consideration and are doing the best we
can to do what Is right.



A Good Conscience

® After reading this verse, we generally go
Into an explanation of how Paul could ha
a good conscience while he was
persecuting the church.

® Then never quite get back to the questio!
* What is a Good Conscience?



Brings us Back to Paul’s Words

* Then Paul, looking earnestly
at the council, said, "Men and
pbrethren, | have liveah all
good consciencbefore God
until this day." Acts 23:12




Nothing to do with Guilt

AThen Saul arose from the ground, and whe
his eyes were opened he saw no one. But
they led him by the hand and brought him
Into Damascus. 9 And he was three days
without sight, and neither ate nor drank
AcCts9:8-9

ASo the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to tt
street called Straight, and inquire at the
house of Judas for one called Saul of Tars
for behold, he is praying. Acts 9P






