
Chapter Three

James closed the first chapter with one of the strongest warnings about the tongue anywhere in
the Scriptures. He proclaimed that if we can’t bridle and control the tongue, our religion and service
to God has been useless. 

If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart,
this one's religion is useless. Jas. 1:26

There is no question that the tongue must be bridled. Jesus warned along the same lines when He
revealed that we will give an account of every word that comes out of our mouth. Even the ones
that are idle and thoughtless. 

“But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of
judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Mt.
12:36-37 

The Proverbs also addressed this subject along the same lines:

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. Pr. 18:21
Whoever guards his mouth and tongue Keeps his soul from troubles. Pr. 21:23
Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. Pr. 29:20 

He now follows up his words in the first chapter with a very strong warning against all who would
desire to be involved in teaching the Scriptures. 

1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, 

It is interesting sometimes how God words things to force us to truly think through the exact scope
and meaning of a command like this one. Since the idea of God discouraging anyone from teaching
is a contradiction to other Scriptures, we must seek for a real meaning of this passage. The Spirit
has revealed elsewhere that he expects wants all to learn to teach under certain circumstances. 

Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. Col. 4:5-6 

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; 1Pet. 3:15

After a period of time all Christians ought to be teachers. 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first
principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. Heb. 5:8

First, in all three of these passages, preparation is the key. They had to “know how you ought to
answer each one,” “be ready to give a defense.” and only “by this time” should they begin
teaching. No one should attempt to be involved in teaching if they don’t know how to do these
things. Without adequate preparation, anyone who seeks to become a teacher would fail in the
attempt. This is the exact point being made here. Before taking on the obligation, make absolutely
certain you are qualified with adequate preparation, and can use choose your words carefully and
properly. 

Hence, reading this startling statement forces us to assess the grave responsibility this task brings
to those who willingly take it upon themselves. We must all be teachers, but we better seriously
consider the cost. Jesus dealt with this on a broader scale in the gospels:

... And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted
much, of him they will ask all the more. Lk. 12:48

Those who teach have been given much. They have a much greater opportunity to do good, but
with that great opportunity to do good, especially when it comes to the tongue, also comes the
greater opportunity to throw away that opportunity and do great evil. 

As with many other terms in the Scripture there is a dual meaning. Just like the title “elder -
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overseer” differs from the normal use of “elder – as all older men,” the title “deacon – servant”
differs from the “work of serving – that all Christians minister as servants (dikoneo),” the title
“apostle referring to the 12 and Paul” differs from others “sent forth and called apostles,” so there
are two uses of the term “teacher” in the Scriptures. One is the title given to those who do the work
as a occupation or an appointed office and the other is the work that it was drawn for that almost
everyone can do. We see the term “teacher” used in both ways in the Scriptures: 

Teacher as an Occupation or Appointed Office

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ, Eph. 4:11-13

And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are
all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 1Cor. 12:28-30

The use of the term teacher in the above passages is clearly an office in the church. Along with
apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastors (shepherds) Jesus also gave teachers to the church
as a gift to help equip the saints for the work of ministry. As Paul told the Corinthians, they were
appointed in the church along with the apostles and prophets. When he follows it up with the
question are all apostles, prophets or teachers, he expects the answer to be no. We all know that
not everyone was given this work to do. 

Luke also made it clear that in the early church the terms “prophets” and “teachers” was an official
title used to describe those people who were specifically chosen to do that work. 

Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon
who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch,
and Saul. Acts 13:1-2

As Paul described himself as one appointed to be a preacher, apostle and teacher of the Gentiles. 

who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 7 for which I was appointed a preacher
and an apostle — I am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying — a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth. 1Tim. 2:6-7

to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  2Tim. 1:9

Through the centuries the church has shied away from using “teacher” as a title for the work,
probably because of the warnings Jesus gave to his disciples about using titles as an opportunity
to rise above others. 

They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,  7 greetings in the marketplaces,
and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.'  8 But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher,
the Christ, and you are all brethren.  9 Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father,
He who is in heaven.  10 And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. Mt.
23:6-11

So while many are doing the work of teacher in an official capacity, they prefer preacher, or
evangelist. 

Teacher as a Work that all can do 

But is this how James is using the term here? Is this a warning only against those who are
considering the work of preacher and evangelist who will also become full time teachers of the
Word? As noted above, it could also be a warning against a casual approach to teaching the lost
using the word of God. This is clearly its use in Hebrews and God expects all to do this work, but
only if they are qualified to do it. 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the
first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13
For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a
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babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of
use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Heb. 5:12-14

Is the teaching James speaks of public or private? Are the people he is writing to babes or mature?
Is he speaking of interesting teaching or of truthful teaching? What are the concerns that should
hold back a devout child of God from this needful practice? I believe the Spirit addressed this in the
passage above. When by reason of time. 

It takes time to learn the gospel, and time to learn the necessary control that makes such teaching
wholesome instruction. No one can teach what they do not know. No one should teach any subject
until they know the truth on it. Teaching is not a status, it is a service. 

But I think it is doubtful James is speaking of the work alone and not the office. While others should
take this warning to heart in all conversations with others, it seems clear that James is mostly
concerned with those who desire to make themselves prepared to do the public work of teaching. 
In this respect, it follows the same path as Paul did when giving the qualifications for elders. 

 It This is especially true in the gift of teachers set forth in Ephesians 4. Those who seek to be
public teachers over many must assess themselves. They must know how to teach and as the
qualifications of the eldership specify, they must be able to teach. 

2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent,
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 1Tim. 3:2

This requires two important considerations. First, is the scope of their knowledge which is gained
by experience. Second, are the gifts they were endowed with by God at birth. Those who have the
gift should teach, those who do not have the gift should seriously consider whether they are up to
the task. 

For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts
differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy
in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;
8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Rom. 12:4-8

Hence not many should become teachers. Only those properly prepared and qualified should seek
to do so. It would appear from this passage that the Spirit recognizes that not all Christians are
suited to this office and each should seriously reflect upon the nature and responsibilities of it
before taking it. Not many of us are to be made into official public teachers of the gospel. Those
who do have placed themselves into a position of great responsibility. 

knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.  

The reason is clear. There are many things required of Christians. Many different tasks and acts
of service. We should select the ones that we are best at performing because we are going to be
judged based on these works. This is the whole concept of stewardship. 

Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it
is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 1Cor 4:1-3

The purpose of the parable of the talents and the parable of the 10 virgins is to express this truth
so that we will all know it. We are going to be held accountable for the things we volunteer to do,
so we must be certain that we chose those things that we have the gift to do. 

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with
the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 1Pet.
4:10-11

Those who have abilities are encouraged to use them with all their might. Those who are unsure
should seek to work and qualify themselves, but if they cannot do it, then they ought to refrain.
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Those who take on this duty will also take on a greater responsibility. James uses the term for
knowledge that emphasizes sight and understanding from what we see. 

“eido... lat. video... The tenses coming from eido and retained by usage form two families, of which one
signifies to see, the other to know... I. to see 1. to perceive (with the eyes)... 2. lat. video, to perceive
by any of the senses... 3. univ to perceive, notice, discern, discover... 4. to see, i.e. to turn the eyes,
the mind, the attention to anything; a. to pay attention, observe... b. ... to see about something i.e. to
ascertain what must be done about it... c. to inspect, examine... d. to look at, behold... 5. to experience,
any state of condition... 6. to see i.e. have an interview with, to visit...” (Thayer, p. 172-174; 1492) 

This is the knowledge of perception, discernment, and understanding. It is the “Oh, I see!”
knowledge. The kind that bursts upon the mind and heart. After his “faith without works is dead,”
and his “be doers of the word, and not hearers only,” it is evident that God expects a great deal
from those who seek to do His work. 

If we desire to be a teacher then we have to be a good one. One who teachers error or who is a
hypocrite because he cannot live what he teaches need to know and perceive and understand that
by becoming a teacher they place themselves into a greater area of strict judgement. 

There will be people who sought the office of an elder or a teacher or preacher who will be lost
because they are not doing the work to the level that God demands. James is simply warning us
here that it is better not to take on a work we are incapable of doing well. The reason – “hoti... the
reason why anything is said to be or to be done, because, since, for that, for.” So there is one
specific reason why not everyone should seek this work as an office. 

Although everyone will “receive – “lambano,... to receive to gain, get, obtain” judgment, it will not
be the same for all. Some will receive a “heavier” judgment than others. This is a general term used
for things that are great, powerful, majestic. Here it carries the idea of stronger, more intense and
heavier. 

“megas... great; ... 1. predicated a. of external form or sensible appearance of things(or persons); in
particular, of space and its dimensions-- as respects... bb compass and extent; large, spacious... gg.
measure and height... long... b. of number and quantity, numerous, large...abundant... used of intensity
and degree... of natural events powerfully affecting the senses, i.q. violent, mighty, strong... 2
predicated of rank, as belonging to a. persons, eminent for ability, virtue, authority, power; ... univ.
eminent, distinguished... something higher, more exalted, more majestic... b. things to be esteemed
highly for their importance, of great moment, of great weight, important... 3. splendid, prepared on a
grand scale...” (Thayer, p. 394-395; 3173).

While those who have counted the cost and are prepared to pay the price, know that this is true
and are working to be prepared to shoulder it, it must be pressed home to all. We will all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ, but we will stand with differing abilities and great judgment due
to them. 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 2Cor. 5:10-11

For example, those who decide to seek the office of a bishop are taking on a wieghtier judgement
because as the overseers of the church they become the watchman. 

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who
must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.
Heb 13:17 

Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2 "Son of man, speak to the children of your people,
and say to them: 'When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from their
territory and make him their watchman, 3 when he sees the sword coming upon the land, if he blows
the trumpet and warns the people, 4 then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take
warning, if the sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be on his own head. 5 He heard the
sound of the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But he who takes
warning will save his life. 6 But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the
trumpet, and the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person from
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among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at the watchman's
hand.' 7 "So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you
shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. 8 When I say to the wicked, 'O wicked
man, you shall surely die!' and you do not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. 9 Nevertheless if you warn the
wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but
you have delivered your soul. Ezek 33:1-9

Obviously Ezekiel’s judgment will be heavier than that of others. In exactly the same way the elders
of the church are the overseers and watchmen, and God will seek and account from them. 

Teachers are not elders. But because they have put their hand to the plow of preaching and
teaching God’s word, they too will receive a heavier and more intense judgment than others. 

“krima... 1. a decree... judgments;... 2. judgment i. e. condemnation of wrong, the decision (whether
severe or mild) which one passes on the faults of others... In a forensic sense, the sentence of a
judge... of the punishment to which one is sentenced... where the justice of God in punishing is to be
shown, krima denotes condemnatory sentence, penal judgment, sentence... 3. a matter to be judicially
decided, a lawsuit, a case in court...” (Thayer, p. 360; 2917)

The KJV took the second meaning and translated it “greater condemnation” the other translations
took definition 1. That it is simply a judgment. So we learn here that there will be both mitigating and
extenuating circumstances in this judgement. One of these will be the mercy, compassion, and
forgiveness we show others. 

For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
James 2:13

"Judge not, that you be not judged.  2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with
the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.  3 And why do you look at the speck in your
brother's eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Matt 7:1-4

Another will be whether we took on additional responsibilities. Elders and teachers will receive a
different type of judgement. A greater, stricter, more comprehensive type of judgement. The
judgement will be prepared on a grander scale, the judgement will be higher, more exalted, more
majestic. This can be good if we measure up, and it can be bad if we do not. James bids us count
this cost. 

For we all stumble in many things. 

James now gives the reasons (“gar – the reason and cause”) for the previous warning. This will
“serve to explain, make clear and illustrate the preceding thought.” It is of critical importance that
all of us recognize how easily it is to stumble in our words. To make that point, James begins with
the obvious. Each morning we all arise with the intention of having a perfect walk with God,
following in the steps of His Son Jesus Christ. Yet by the end of each day, we realize that we
“stumbled” many times. 

“ptaio... I. trans. to make to stumble or fall, ... II. intr. to stumble, trip, fall, Soph., etc.; ... to stumble
against, fall over, ... 2. metaph. to make a false step, to fail, ...” (Liddell and Scott, Abridged Greek
Lexicon. NT 4417)

It is easy to see from the definition that this word is used of things that cause us to stumble, trip or
fall. James had already given the context for the word in his book when he said, 

For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. Jas. 2:10

So this is a stumble like Adam and Eve committed when the ate of the forbidden fruit. A stumble
like Paul did, when he was alive apart from the law and the commandment came and sin came
alive. Although the law is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, either through ignorance,
weakness, inexperience, or rebellion, all stumble over things we know or later learn are a violation
of God’s law. Everyone is fighting their lusts, enticements and temptations that too often lead to
another stumble. We “all” have must admit we do stumble in many different ways. 
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“hapas... stronger than the simple pas... quite all, the whole, all together, all; ...” (Thayer, p. 54-55;
537)

hapas a strengthened form of pas, signifies “quite all, the whole,” and, in the plural, “all, all things.” 
(Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT:537)

There was only one exception to this and that was our Lord Jesus Christ. He lived His entire live
and never stumbled. Everyone else stumbles in many things. The term translated “many” is only
used of things that are superlative or of the highest magnitude. If looking at assembled people, it
is a multitude. If it is measure, weight, force, intensity, size, continuance, or repetition, it is much, 
great, strong, intense, large.

“polus,... much used a. Of multitude, number, many numerous, great... abundant, plenteous... b. with
nouns denoting an action an emotion, a state, which can be said to have as it were measure, weight,
force, intensity, size, continuance, or repetition, much I. q. great, strong, intense, large... c. of time
much, long... d. Neut. sing. Polu, much, substantively, I. q. many things... much, adverbially, of the
mode and degree of an action...” (Thayer, p. 529; 4183)

As much as we would like to deny or ignore this charge, everyone knows it is the truth. Our
struggles throughout the day are many.  The apostle John found it necessary to even more strongly
state this truth. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say
that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 1Jn. 1:8-10

Any attempt to deny this truth would either make us a liar or force us to call Him a liar. If we do not
agree it simply means we have not yet discovered them. 

James is not making this statement to reveal a truth, but to state the obvious so that he could make 
his point about the tongue. He is arguing from the lesser to the greater. Since we all must
acknowledge that we stumble in many things, we are also forced to admit that this would also apply
in a much fuller sense to the tongue. More than any other member of the body, this one is used
over and over and is very prone to sin.

If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, 

He repeats the term stumble from the previous verse and now applies it to our words. Just as we
stumble in deed, we all also stumble in words. If anyone wanted to make the argument that they
are not under consideration here because they know how to control their tongue and have nothing
to fear, the Holy Spirit is warning them that if anyone really could control their tongue they would
be “perfect.” 

“teleios,...prop. brought to its end, finished; wanting nothing necesary to completeness; perfect...
substantively, that which is perfect consummate human integrity and virtue... of men, full-grown, adult;
of full age, mature,... the perfect, i.e. the more intelligent, ready to apprehend divine things... of mind
and character, one who has reached the proper height of virtue and integrity...” (Thayer, p. 618; 5046).

Though it is used sometimes in the Scriptures to describe a mature Christian, this is not the Spirit’s
point here. Those who would claim they are above this warning and no longer have any need to
fear their tongue are the focus. The Spirit reveals that anyone who no longer fears his tongue and
is actually claiming to be perfect and wanting nothing necessary to completeness. A study of the
commands regarding the tongue make it clear that this is the truth. 

In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lips is wise. 20 The tongue
of the righteous is choice silver; the heart of the wicked is worth little. Pr. 10:19-20

He who has knowledge spares his words, and a man of understanding is of a calm spirit. 28 Even
a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; when he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive. Pr.
17:27-28

Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles. Pr. 21:23

Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. Pr. 29:20
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Do not be rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For
God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words be few.  3 For a dream comes
through much activity, And a fool’s voice is known by his many words. Eccl. 5:2-3

If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own
heart, this one’s religion is useless.  James 1:26

Moses was 120 years old when he learned the terrible lesson of the cost of choosing the wrong
words. 

And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear
now, ye rebels; shall we bring you forth water out of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and
smote the rock with his rod twice: and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation drank, and
their cattle. 12 And Jehovah said unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed not in me, to sanctify
me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this assembly into the land which
I have given them. Num 20:10-12

There were actually two sins the first occurred when he rebelled against the actual command and
struck the rock in stead of only speaking ot it as God had commanded. 

“Aaron shall be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land which I have given to the children
of Israel, because you rebelled against My word at the water of Meribah. Num 20:24-25

For in the Wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, you rebelled against My command
to hallow Me at the waters before their eyes.” (These are the waters of Meribah, at Kadesh in the
Wilderness of Zin.) Num 27:14

Yet there was a second and equally evil thing that Moses did. 

They angered Him also at the waters of strife, So that it went ill with Moses on account of them; 33
Because they rebelled against His Spirit, So that he spoke rashly (unadvisedly- asv) with his lips. Ps.
106:32-33

He spoke rashly and unadvisedly with his lips. What did he say? 

Hear now, you rebels; shall we bring you forth water out of this rock? 

With these things being accepted as the truth the point of the Spirit here is clear. Only those who
are prepared to be very careful with their words should seek to become teachers. 

able also to bridle the whole body. 

This is his final point on this subject. If anyone could in fact control their tongue, they would be able
to bridle and control their entire body. This is the finishing touch of this powerful argument. The
facts are clear. if you could bridle your tongue, then you would also be capable of bridling your
whole body because the tongue alone is as difficult to bridle and bring under control as the whole
rest of the body. The term “able” is actually more than just ability, it is also power. 

“dunatos... able, powerful, mighty, strong;... 1. absolutely; a. mighty in wealth and influence... b. strong
in soul; to bear calamities and trials with fortitude and patience... strong in Christian virtue... firm in
conviction and faith... 2. in construction; a... to be able to do something... b. mighty i.e. excelling in
something... c. mighty i.e. having power for something... “ (Thayer, p. 160; 1415)

It would require power, might, strength and ability to bridle the whole body. No man but the Lord
Jesus Christ was every able to do it. No one else ever will. That is James’ point! Do not be arrogant
and think more highly than you ought here. Be humble and recognize the danger. If you have the
power to bridle your tongue then you would already have bridled the entire body. 

chalinos “a bridle,” is used in James 3:3 (KJV, “bits”), and Rev 14:20.  (Vine’s Expository Dictionary
NT:5469)

chalinagogeo from chalinos and ago, “to lead,” signifies “to lead by a bridle, to bridle, to hold in check,
restrain”; it is used metaphorically of the tongue and of the body in James 1:26 and 3:2.” (Vine’s
Expository Dict. NT 5468)

If don’t have the power to lead with a bridle, hold in check and restrain any part of our body to keep
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ourselves from stumbling (and no one can), then we need to take careful heed to the danger of the
tongue and never lose sight of it. 

3 Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they may obey us,

James will now use two very familiar illustrations to make his point. We should fear and respect the
tongue, because although it is a small member in the body and does not have the strength or the
power of the legs or arms, nevertheless, it has a greater impact on the entire body than any other
body part. To illustrate he used the bit in the horses mouth and the rudder of a ship, which also
share the same attribute of being a very small thing, yet exerting great control over everything. 

No horse no matter how tame can be controlled without a bit. 

chalinos ... a bridle, bit, .... to champ the bit, Plat.:-of the rider,  to give a horse the rein, ... 2. metaph.
of anything which curbs or restrains, II. generally, a strap or thong, (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek
Lexicon. NT:5469)

Men have learned that if they want to communicate to the horse to go to the left or right and to slow
down or speed up, we must a bit into their mouth. We do this so they will obey us. When we have
the bit in their mouth, we can gain this “obedience:”

“peitho... 1. Active; a. to persuade, i.e. to induce one by words to believe... to cause belief in a thing... b.
as in class. Grk... 2. to make friends of, win one’s favor, gain one’s good-will, ... or to seek to one, strive
to please one... c. to persuade unto i.e. to be induced to believe... 2. Passive and Middle... a. to be
persuaded, to suffer one’ self to be persuaded; to be induced to believe... to be persuaded of a thing
concerning a person Heb. 6:9... b. to listen to, obey, yield to, comply with ...to trust, have confidence, be
confident... “ (Thayer, p. 497-498; 3982).

Slowly, over time, we persuade a horse to obey the signals we send through the bit (break the to
the bit). Once persuaded, they then obey yield and comply with our demands. 

and we turn their whole body. 

When once we have this obedience, it transfers to the body. The small bit in the mouth does a
great thing for their entire body. We have full control over the power of the legs simply by using the
bit that is in the mouth. We thus “turn and direct” their entire body. 

“metago... to transfer, lead over... hence univ. to direct [A.V. to turn about]: James 3:3...” (Thayer, p.
404; 3329)

4 Look also at ships: although they are so large

His second illustration is the ship, which no matter how big is controlled by a very small (in
comparison) to the rest of the ship rudder. It doesn’t matter if it is a battleship, aircraft carrier, huge
cruise ship, or cargo ship, all vessels in the sea no matter the size are directed by a rudder. No
matter the size of the ship, even the greatest mass doesn’t matter. 

“telikoutos... 1. of such an age; used of any age, of so great an age, so old; also so young. 2. of so
great a size, in bulk ...3. Intensely, such and so great... “ (Thayer, 622; 5082) 

telikoutos “so great,” is used in the NT of things only, a death, 2 Cor 1:10; salvation, Heb 2:3; ships,
James 3:4; an earthquake, Rev 16:18, ...” (from Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT:5082)

and are driven by fierce winds, 

This is also true regardless of the strength of the wind and no matter how “fierce” the rudder will
still still be used to control and move the ship.

“skleros ... hard, ....  2. of sound, hard, harsh, crashing, ... 3. hard, stiff, unyielding, sturdy,  II. metaph.
of things, hard, austere, severe, (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:4642)

NT:4642

 “skleros -  The adjective derives from the stem sqel- “to dry (up),” “to desiccate,” with which “skeleton”
is connected; it means “dry,” “arid,” “hard,” “rough,” “unyielding.” ...  In the NT it occurs 6 times: a. of
things in a transferred sense: ... “hard,” “unpleasant,” “intolerable,” John 6:60; ... “strong,” “rough,”
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“contrary” winds, James 3:4 ... , a “harsh,” “hard,” “austere,” “strict,” “unmerciful” man, Matt 25:24
(Kittel, TDWNT NT: 4642)

Even in the mightiest and roughest winds one could imagine, the rudder will still move the ship at
the will of those in control. 

they are turned by a very small rudder 

They are all directed by a “small” rudder. 

“elachistos...  the smallest, least, ... 2. of Time, shortest, 3. of Number, fewest,...” (Liddell and Scott
Abridged Greek Lexicon NT: 1646) 

Among all the things that are in a ship, the rudder makes up one of the smallest and least, it was
created to be big enough to do the job of moving that ship in whatever direction necessary. 

wherever the pilot desires 

And they go where they are directed with this rudder. It works just like the bit in the horses mouth. 
If the pilot of the ship wants to go to the left or to the right, the wheel of the ship is connected to the 
“very small” rudder and the ship responds to the “will” of the pilot exactly as he “desires.” 

“boulomai...to will, wish; and 1. commonly to will deliberately, have a purpose, be minded... 2. of willing
as a affection, to desire...” (Thayer, p. 105; 1014)

5 Even so the tongue is a little member 

James connects this next thought with the previous one with a “houto... in this manner, thus, so,”
emphasizing that it was “in the manner spoken of; or in the way described;” Just as the bit in the
horses mouth is small compared to the horse and the rudder is small compared to the ship, the Like
the tongue is a small part to our body. But as the two illustrations show, sometimes a very small
thing can have great control over a very big thing. The tongue is also “small.” 

“mikros... small, little; used a. of size... of length, b. of space... c. of age... the little ones, young
children... d of time, short, brief... e of quantity, i.e. number or amount... f. of rank or influence...”
(Thayer, 414;  NT:3398

mikros ... , small, little, in point of Size, ... also in point of Quantity, ... 2.in Amount or Importance, little,
petty, trivial, slight, II. of Time, little, short, ...” (Liddell and Scott, Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT 3398).

Because of its size many miss this point. The tongue is one of the smaller members of the body,
yet in importance and risk, it is among the most important. Most communication between ourselves
and others is through the tongue. God created the tongue and connected it to the brain in such a
way that it holds the same ability as the bit and the rudder. Through the tongue all communication
with our fellow men is carried on. The tongue is big enough to communicate any thought we might
have. Unfortunately many of our thoughts provoke others to commit terrible deeds. So the size is
insignificant to the damage it can do. 

and boasts great things. 

But it has the ability to boast of great things. There are two ways to take this phrase. The first is to
see it as the tongues ability to boast and brag about things. The second is to describe the tongue
itself as something that has the ability to accomplish great things. Since it is in the active, the former
is the more logical approach, but we can still weave in the second meaning, but understanding that
it is not just an idle boast. The tongue does tend to idly boast of great things, but the fearful reality
of the tongue is that it makes such idle boasting possible. 

“megalaucheo... to be grandiloquent; to boast great things, to bear one’s self loftily in speech or
action... Jas 3:5 where it seems to denote any kind of haughty language which wounds and provokes
others, and stirs up strife...” (Thayer, 394; 3166) 

“aucheo... prop. to lift up the neck, hence, to boast...” (Thayer, 87; 5665) 
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See how great a forest a little fire kindles! 

James begins with something to draw attention to what he is about to say. 

idou, ide, age (ah-gey): prompters of attention, which serve also to emphasize the following
statement - ‘look, listen, pay attention, come now, then.’ (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon
NT:2400)

Behold! Look! Pay Attention! Would be the best translations of the term. This is very important so
James wants us to behold it. The reality is that the greatest forest fire in the world that might
devastate hundreds of square miles can begin with the tiniest of sparks that caused it to ignite. The
same term is used to describe both “how great” and “how small.”

helikos ... primarily denotes “as big as, as old as” (akin to helikia, “an age”); then, as an indirect
interrogation, “what, what size, how great, how small” (the context determines the meaning), said of
a spiritual conflict, Col 2:1, KJV, “what great (conflict) I have”; RV, “how greatly (I strive)”; of much wood
as kindled by a little fire, James 3:5  (twice in the best mss.), “how much (wood is kindled by) how small
(a fire)...” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT: 2245)

6 And the tongue is a fire, 

The tongue is a fire. Note that James does not say it is like a fire, but it is a fire. God created some
elements to be stable and fixed. No matter what force we exert on it, we cannot change it into a
different substance. Rocks, metals, soil, water and other elements cannot be changed. Other
elements like wood, coal, oil, gas are all designed by God to change form and in the process they
create fire. 

“Fire is the visible effect of the process of combustion – a special type of chemical reaction.
A process in which one or more substances are changed into different substances. It occurs
between oxygen in the air and some sort of fuel. The products from the chemical reaction are
completely different from the starting material.” 

The spark can do nothing among the elements that are not subject to combustion, but the lower
the threshold of combustion, the more perilous and dangerous that spark becomes. 

How then can the tongue be a fire. Many of the emotions of the human race are combustible. They
are unstable and capable of igniting and changing into another form. Love is not a stable emotion
and the tongue can ignite a fire that changes it to hate by creating strife and bitterness. 

The more we understand about the fire in a forest the better we will see the terrible power of our
tongue. The Holy Spirit revealed “the tongue is a fire” (Jas. 3:6). Note: It is not like a fire, THE
TONGUE IS A FIRE! The tongue has the same nature and ability as fire. 

Think about the similarities. First, the tongue does the same things to emotions and attitudes as
fire does to wood. Words formed by the tongue exert a powerful force on the mind both for good
or for destruction. Our tongue can warm the hearts of our friends and family. We can enlighten
minds, comfort souls, inspire with enthusiasm, train in wisdom, and “reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching” (2Tim. 4:2). Words are a powerful source for good and the tongue
make these words possible. Even our “faith comes by hearing” (Rom. 10:17)

Second, like a forest, a pure heart made in the image and likeness of God is a place of peace and
serenity. Words spoken wisely work as a controlled fire bringing warmth and pleasure. Words of
folly can create an uncontrolled fire. The tongue can apply energy to the heart and soul as a “little
fire” does to a forest. Through and angry outburst or bitter words, the love and trust of another can
be turned to hatred, jealousy, or strife with explosive power! 

Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, and death, 19 Is the man who deceives his neighbor,
And says, “I was only joking!” 20 Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; And where there is no
talebearer, strife ceases. 21 As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, So is a contentious man
to kindle strife. 22 The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, And they go down into the inmost
body. 23 Fervent lips with a wicked heart Are like earthenware covered with silver dross. 24 He who
hates, disguises it with his lips, And lays up deceit within himself; 25 When he speaks kindly, do not
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believe him, For there are seven abominations in his heart; 26 Though his hatred is covered by deceit,
His wickedness will be revealed before the assembly. Prov 26:18-26

A perverse man spreads strife, and a slanderer separates intimate friends. Pr. 16:28

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.  18:21

All the woe in our world came through the tongue. Satan used the tongue of the serpent to create
the fire of lust and deception that led to the murder of Adam and Eve and the destruction of our
home in Eden. 

You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie,
he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. Jn. 8:44 

All the fire in the world today was started by that lie of the serpent in the garden. Soon those who
are His children used the tongue to accomplish the same things. With the tongue people deceive,
tempt, seduce, and provoke. Through the tongue people sow discord with slander, gossip, and lies.
Often these fires smolder in the emotions, slowly eating away the good and leaving behind the
ashes of vengeance or the emptiness of bitter despair. Sometimes they explode in blind rage that
sweeps away all in its path. Our words possess a wonderful and terrible power over those who love
and trust us. If we are careless we can create a lifetime of grief and sorrow. 

“Angry words lightly spoken, Bitter thoughts rashly stirred, Brightest links of life broken, by a
single angry word” (#394). 

a world of iniquity.

Not only does the tongue have the power to start emotional and spiritual fires that can rage across
continents, but it also can imitate “the world of iniquity.” The term “world” is a very comprehensive
is the Greek term translate a “cosmos of iniquity” emphasizing the most basic and comprehensive
meaning of the term “world.” 

“kosmos... 1... an apt and harmonious arrangement or constitution, order... 2. ornament, decoration,
adornment...  3. the world, i.e. the universe... 4. the circle of the earth, the earth... 5. the inhabitants
of the world... particularly the inhabitants of the earth, men, the human race... 6. the ungodly multitude;
the whole mass of men alienated from God, and therefore hostile to the cause of Christ... 7. worldly
affairs; the aggregate of things earthly; the whole circle of earthly goods, endowments, riches,
advantages, pleasures, etc., which, although hollow and frail and fleeting, stir desire, seduce from God
and are obstacles to the cause of Christ...” (Thayer p 356-357; 2889)

The Greeks chose this world not simply for the world — earth, but the world — universe. The
tongue does the same thing with iniquity that the universe does for matter. It holds and contains
it all. Just as the universe contains and holds all matter and all physical things, so also the tongue
can hold all iniquity. In this  respect, James is using the term just as John did. 

Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and {also}
its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever. 1Jn. 2:15-17

The tongue represents every form of evil. There is no sin that the tongue can not participate in or
set up or introduce. Every form of evil known to man is open to the tongue. Just as the physical
world contains everything that man can see, touch, taste, hear and smell, so also the world of
iniquity is within the reach of the tongue. 

“adikia,...1. injustice, of a judge... 2. unrighteousness of heart and life... 3. a deed violating law and
justice, act of unrighteousness...” (Thayer, p. 12; 93)

adikia ... denotes “unrighteousness,” lit., “unrightness” (a, negative, dike, “right”), a condition of not
being right, whether with God, according to the standard of His holiness and righteousness, or with
man, according to the standard of what man knows to be right by his conscience. (Vine’s Expository
Dictionary NT:93)
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The tongue can do it all. Any act of injustice, unrighteousness or unfairness is under the power of
the tongue. Whatever the mind can plan the tongue can set into motion. Whatever iniquity might
be found in anyone’s heart, all the lusts of the flesh and eyes, and all the pride of life is the world
of iniquity that fills the hearts of each of us. 

Jesus was very strong on these things while He was working on the earth. He told the pharisees
that it was impossible for anything good to come out of their mouths, because the tongue in their
mouth was a reflection of what was in their heart. Since their heart was evil, and “out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks,” whatever evil it contained would sooner or later be
spoken by the tongue. 

Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and
an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word
men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be
justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” Mt. 12:34-37

He was even stronger after the Pharisees had accused His disciples of being sinners because they
did not wash their hands while they were rubbing the grain and eating it. After condemning all their
traditions, Jesus went on to reveal that it is not what might go into the mouth that could defile him,
but the tongue that was already in the mouth as it broadcast all the iniquities that were in the heart
seeking a path out into the world. It is the tongue that can bring to life any wickedness or evil that
the heart might conceive. 

When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear and understand:  11 Not what
goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man." ... 15 Then
Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain this parable to us." 16 So Jesus said, "Are you also still
without understanding?  17 Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the
stomach and is eliminated?  18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart,
and they defile a man.  19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies.  20 These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile a man." Mt. 15:10-20

As the Holy Spirit described the various uses of the tongue, he spoke of their mouths being like an
open tomb. He described deceit, poison, cursing and bitterness. 

As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; there is
none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable;
there is none who does good, no, not one." 13 "Their throat is an open tomb; with their tongues they
have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips"; 14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness." Rom 3:10-14

We don’t have to look any further than one of the first uses of the tongue by the serpent in the
garden. Through his words the entire world of iniquity started. 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he
said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” ... 4 And
the serpent said to the woman, “You surely shall not die!  For God knows that in the day you eat from
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  Gen 3:1,4-5

So many others have been destroyed by the lying and deceitful tongue. One of the songs of Israel
laments the terrible poper of the tongue to enhance the worl,d of iniquity through deceit. 

Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, from a deceitful tongue. Ps 120:2

Of the seven abominations God speaks of in the proverbs three of them are directly applied to the
tongue. 

16 These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, A lying
tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in
running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.
Pr. 6:16-19
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The seductress uses her tongue to seduce the simple and destroy them. 

For the commandment is a lamp, And the law a light; Reproofs of instruction are the way of life,  24 To
keep you from the evil woman, From the flattering tongue of a seductress. Pr. 6:23-24

With her enticing speech she caused him to yield, With her flattering lips she seduced him. 22
Immediately he went after her, as an ox goes to the slaughter, Or as a fool to the correction of the
stocks,  23 Till an arrow struck his liver. As a bird hastens to the snare, He did not know it would cost
his life. Pr. 7:21-23

The tongue is so set among our members

At the creation, God placed the tongue in our bodies to be able to accomplish great things. The
tongue can warm the heart of the weak and discouraged. It can bring love and joy to those we love,
it can bring instruction to the weak and rebuke to the wayward. The tongue has a great power for
good. But by placing it in such a way, when the curse entered the world through the sin of Adam
and Eve, now the tongue holds a sinister and terrible power. Among all our members this is how
the tongue had been “set.” 

“kathistemi... (prop. to set down, put down), to set, place, put: a. ... to set one over a thing (in charge
of it)... b. to appoint one to administer an office... c. to set down as, constitute... i. q. to declare, show
to be... d. to constitute... i. q. to render, make, cause to be... e. to conduct or bring to a certain place...
f. Mid. to show or exhibit one’s self; come forward as:...” (Thayer, p. 314)

From the above definition, one can see that this is a broad term. It could mean that God appointed
the tongue to an office, or He “rendered, made, and caused it to be.” Both ideas fit the context. In
the midst of all (en - “in the interior of some whole, within the limits of some space)” our members,
God has appointed the tongue in the midst of all the members of the human body to do great and
lasting good. Yet, because of the curse that darkened the hearts, the tongue was also darkened.
With the same zeal that we keep our hearts with all diligence because out of it are the issues of life,
so also the tongue is the direct link and window into that heart. Just as all the good that could have
been done by the tongue was linked to the heart, so now all the evil that is linked to the heart is also
directly linked to the tongue. There is no other member that conveys the thoughts and intents of
the heart as our tongue. Yet often in a moment of inattentiveness, the tongue can set into motion
things that we never wish had gone that far. 

that it defiles the whole body, 

It has the ability to defile the whole body. It often does so. When vile and filthy things are discussed,
it spills over onto the whole person. When ungodly things are discussed, it defiles the entire body.
There is no way to separate the two. When one speaks evil they are evil. The tongue is so set that
nearly every sin we commit begins with it. 

“spiloo..  to cause a spot or stain upon something - 'to spot, to stain.' (Lou & Nida Greek-English
Lexicon Based on Semantic Domain. NT:4695)

The tongue can do to the whole body what a a dye can do to a garment. It can stain and spot it to
such a degree that it is no longer useful for anything because it has been defiled. Perhaps the spot
not only has color to the eyes, but a vile smell to the nose and a terrible sensation to the skin that
comes into contact with it. So the stench, itchiness, and vile sights of what the tongue can produce
can bring the whole body into play. Thus Judas words to the High Priests and subsequent actions
based on them stained and destroyed the entire life of Judas. So also the angry words of Moses
defiled him to the degree that God would not longer allow him to enter the promised land. Truly to
tongue must be bridled lest it do such terrible damage to us as well. 

sets on fire the course of nature; 

This is one of the biggest statements in the Scriptures. About the destructive power that God gave
to man when he set the tongue as He did in our members. We see this so clearly when we see how
Satan used the tongue of the serpent to set everything on “fire.” 

“phlogizo... to ignite, set on fire... to burn up... in fig. disc. to operate, destructively, have a most
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pernicious power, Jas. 3:6; in the pass. of that in which the destructive influences are kindled...”
(Thayer, 655; 5394)

God had told Adam and Eve about the fruit in the midst of the garden. Satan used the tongue of
the serpent to set on fire the course of all the lives of all the people who will ever live. Even if no
other words had been spoken, this would be true, but all of us have added to this. What Satan
started has been greatly intensified with all the other words we have added to it. 

“trochos... (a figurative extension of meaning of trochos ) a 'wheel,' not occurring in the NT) an ordered
series of events, involving repeated patterns - 'course, pattern.' (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon
Based on Semantic Domain. NT 5164)

The Holy Spirit was not simply speaking of the initial setting on fire, but the course or wheel of
nature that began spinning for each of us at birth. For this is the “wheel of nature.” The term
“nature” is the Greek “genesis”

genesis... In secular Greek, esp. in Plato, genesis is attested in the sense of origin and beginning, in
contrast to phthora  fqora/ (dissolution); and in the sense of becoming, in contrast to ou)si/af (being)
and what has come into being, or creation  (ko/smo$). It is also used in temporal contexts for lineage and
descent. (Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament  NT:1078) 

r¢°šiy¾: re'shiyth ...  A noun meaning the beginning, the first, the chief, the best, the firstfruits.
Occurring fifty-one times in the Old Testament, this term holds the honor of being the first word
written in the entire Bible (Gen 1:1). Often, the term denotes the point in time or space at which
something started, except when it specifies the point when time and space themselves were
started (Isa 46:10). It conveys the beginning of strife (Prov 17:14); of a ruler's reign (Jer 26:1,27:1;
28:1; 49:34); of a sin (Mic 1:13); of a kingdom (Gen 10:10); or of wisdom and knowledge (Ps 111:10;
Prov 1:7).  (Complete Word Study Dictionary: OT:7225

Because of the technical definition of this term, I felt it best to look at not only the Greek term, but
also the Hebrew term it originally translated. It is a term used throughout the Old Testament to
describe first the initial beginning, but later all the other beginnings. Thus the wheel of nature is the
wheel of beginnings, every beginning comes through this wheel, and at ever step along the way
the tongue is there, starting fires and creating chaos. 

The “wheel of nature” spins throughout our life and then begins spinning for the next generation.
This course of life ever repeats itself in a never ending cycle referred to in Ecclesiastes. The sun
rises and sets for each day, the wind moves from the south to the north, the rain comes to the
mountain but ends in the sea and then returns again, what has been is what will be and what has
been done is what will be done. 

One generation passes away, and another generation comes; But the earth abides forever. 5 The sun
also rises, and the sun goes down, And hastens to the place where it arose. 6 The wind goes toward
the south, And turns around to the north; The wind whirls about continually, And comes again on its
circuit. 7 All the rivers run into the sea, Yet the sea is not full; To the place from which the rivers come,
There they return again. 8 All things are full of labor; Man cannot express it. The eye is not satisfied
with seeing, Nor the ear filled with hearing. 9 That which has been is what will be, That which is done
is what will be done, And there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which it may be
said,"See, this is new"? It has already been in ancient times before us. 11 There is no remembrance
of former things, Nor will there be any remembrance of things that are to come By those who will come
after. Eccl 1:4-11 

In all these things, God reveals to us that life works like a wheel, with life being an ordered series
of events that doesn’t vary for anyone. There are “repeated patterns” that every human being is
involved in and at the center of it lies the tongue. 

The tongue sets this on fire. So many raging fires have been begun with the tongue. How many
laws of God have been broken that first began with the tongue. How many thefts, adulteries, etc
began with the tongue. The tongue is such a dangerous thing. All false doctrine is taught with it,
all hurt feelings are perpetuated with it, all terrible acts of man are brought about with it. It is an
amazing thing. But the Spirit does not stop there. It goes much deeper than this. 
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and it is set on fire by hell. 

What is the source of this terrible fire? This powerful energy that destroys so much? Jesus points
back to the heart. 

“But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. Mt. 15:18

James goes back even further. Since it did not come from God where did it come from? Did it
originate with man? Or, is it’s source further back than this? Though the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, James is able to take us back to a source we would never otherwise have suspected. James
repeats “set on fire” from the previous verse. It is “ignited” and , “set on fire,” by (“hupo... prep.
under... of the efficient cause, as that under the power of which an event is conceived of as being.” 

The “efficient cause: originates in Hell. Obviously this is something only the Holy Spirit would know
and we cannot really do much with it except try to understand the nature of this fire. 

The term Hell is etymologically: “a ‘hidden place.’ It goes back ultimately to Indo-European *kel-
cover, hide” It is the English translation of the Hebrew word “hinnom” which was transliterated into
Greek with the word gehenna.” 

geenna ... represents the Hebrew Ge-Hinnom (the valley of Tophet) and a corresponding
Aramaic word; it is found twelve times in the NT, eleven of which are in the Synoptists, in every
instance as uttered by the Lord Himself. (from Vine’s 1067) 

And he defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no man might make his son
or his daughter pass through the fire to Molech. 2Kings 23:10

And go out to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is by the entry of the Potsherd Gate; and
proclaim there the words that I will tell you, 3 and say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah
and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: "Behold, I will bring
such a catastrophe on this place, that whoever hears of it, his ears will tingle. 4 "Because they
have forsaken Me and made this an alien place, because they have burned incense in it to other
gods whom neither they, their fathers, nor the kings of Judah have known, and have filled this place
with the blood of the innocents Jer. 19:2-4

By the time of Jesus, this valley had become the very thing God had foretold. Then it was called
gehenna, which is the Greek rendering of this valley. It is the name we use translate “hell.” 

Gehenna, the name of a valley on the south and east of Jerusalem ...  which was so called from the
cries of the little children who were thrown into the fiery arms of Moloch (which see), i. e. of an idol
having the form of a bull. The Jews so abhorred the place after these horrible sacrifices had been
abolished by king Josiah (2 Kings 23:10), that they cast into it not only all manner of refuse, but even
the dead bodies of animals and of unburied criminals who had been executed. And since fires were
always needed to consume the dead bodies, that the air might not become tainted by the putrefaction,
it came to pass that the place was called gehenna of fire.,  (Thayer 's Greek Lexicon) 

Jesus took this term and built upon it. All the disgust and evil that people thought of with the term
gehenna Jesus took and then added the spiritual components that made it closer to the reality of
what it truly is. 

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than
having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched ... 47And if your eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than
having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire —  'Their worm does not die And the fire is not
quenched.'  Mk. 9:43-49

“And the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire. Mt. 3:10

“And His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will
gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Mt. 3:12

but the sons of the kingdom shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Mt. 8:12
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“Therefore just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.
“The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks,
and those who commit lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire; in that place there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Mt. 13:40-42

and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Mt. 13:50

“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which
has been prepared for the devil and his angels; Mt. 25:41

when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power, 2Th. 1:7-9

But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of
judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 2Pet. 3:7

And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast
and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. ... And
death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if
anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. Rev.
20:10,14-15

“But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death.” Rev. 21:8

This is the terrible description Jesus and the Spirit give us of the terrible fire of Hell. As we ponder
these things, I think the purpose is served. We may never know all that is involved in how the first
of nature that was started by the tongue is set of fire by hell, but it is a fearful and awesome
statement that ought to fill us dread and concern over how we use our tongue that we never start
any of these fires ourselves, and that if we do, we will seek to the very best of our ability to put them
out.  

7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been
tamed by mankind.

The cunning nature of some animals has led to a deserved reputation of fear and dread. Poisonous
serpents, falcons and killer whales on the one hand, lions, tigers, bears and elephants on the other 
are just a few of the animals that can create a visceral and nearly uncontrollable reaction when we
see them in the wild. They can bring death and have brought death. Because of this fear, when one
of them is tamed, and made safe, we are amazed! Taming such animals is a big business.
Aquariums tame dolphins and killer whales, circuses tame lions, tigers, bears and elephants, and
side shows tame and charm poisonous serpents. It is always something worth seeing when a wild
and ferocious animal is changed into a docile pet. Man has always had and used this ability. 

This passage reveals that the the dominion God gave man in the creation the animals were created
in such a way that they have the ability to be tamed. 

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to
them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over
the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." Gen 1:26-28

Although man lost much of the dominion when he transgressed God’s command and brought the
curse into the world, there is still enough power that no matter how terrible their ability to harm man
might be, if they can be captured young enough and handled skillfully, the instinct that leads them
to be dangerous can be modified by a skillful man. This is universal! There is no “beast and bird,
of reptile and creature of the sea” that cannot be tamed or even in that day had not been tamed by
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man. 

This is what makes the contrast so fearful. The deadly poisons of serpents do terrible things to the
human body. Some block nerve transmission, others interfere with the beating rhythm of the heart,
some break down muscle tissue or cause blood vessels to suddenly become leaky and the victim
bleeds to death. They are gruesome deaths. Lions, leopards, tigers, cougars, rip and tear the flesh,
killing in a few moments. Elephants, crush and gore hippos, bite and crush, alligators and
crocodiles drag into the water and drown. Gruesome, fearsome and terrible are the deaths these
wild animals can inflict and so we rightfully fear them. It is amazing to see them tamed and docile,
yet we know that the danger still remains. No one should ever be comfortable when the stand
before or beside them because of what they are capable of doing.

8 But no man can tame the tongue

What makes the tongue so fearsome is that no one can tame their own tongue. Since the
beginning some of the greatest men have sought to tame their tongue, but no one has ever been
able to do it. As noted above, one would have to be a perfect individual to be able to do it and since
no one every has, it is very obvious at this point that no one ever will. The point again is one of
emphasis. We need to fear the tongue. We need to be so careful with it. If there is any doubt about
what we are about to say, we should just not say it. 

Man's fall into sin led to much more serious consequences than the animals becoming ferocious
and snakes being given venom and fangs. With the knowledge of good and evil, came a grave and
deadly spiritual poison that the tongue passes from mind to mind. When we compare the damage
the tongue does to the soul with the damage a viper's venom does to the body, we comprehend
the truth God reveals to us here. There are two types of deadly poison in the fangs of serpents.
One causes a complete shutdown of the nervous system, that leads to paralysis and the inability
of the heart to beat and the lungs to breath. The other attacks blood vessels, causing them to
rupture and leading to the victim's bleeding to death. These deaths are so agonizing and frightening
that we flee this deadly enemy before it can strike. 

It is an unruly / restless evil 

The term restless is defined:

“akatastatos... unstable, inconstant, restless... “ (Thayer, 22; 182)

“akatastatos  "unsettled, unstable, disorderly" (a, negative, kathistemi, "to set in order"), is translated
"unstable" in James 1:8; "restless" in 3:8, RV [in the latter, the KJV "unruly" represents the word
akataschetos, signifying "that cannot be restrained" (a, negative, katecho, "to hold down, restrain")
(Vine's Expository Dictionary NT 182)

This is what we find so frightening about animals in the wild. They are not to be trusted. They might
walk away and they might charge, strike and kill. Yet this term goes a little further as it would also
be water in a storm, or the violent winds in a tornado. They just can’t be controlled and set in order.
They are unstable, and inconstant. One moment they are save and the next they are fatal. This is
what our tongues are capable of performing. 

The biggest part of the problem centers on the instability of our own emotions and the unstable
nature of the heart that controls the tongue. We do not always feel the same way and therefore our
communications with others are not always the same. We become angry, jealous, or bitter with
another and we pass that feeling from our mind to another with the tongue. Later we may
completely change our minds about what we said, but we cannot erase the damage done. God's
advice is that we bridle and contain it. At any moment the tongue can still blurt out something that
causes irreparable harm. Unmeant, unthought of, yet causing such great pain and sorrow to those
we love. 

This is what makes it “evil.” 

“kakos... bad 1. univ. of a bad nature; not such as it ought to be. 2. [morally, i.e.] of a mode of thinking,
feeling, acting; base, wrong, wicked:... neut. kakon, TO evil i.e. what is contrary to law, either divine
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or human, wrong, crime... spec. of wrongs inflicted... 3. troublesome, injurious, pernicious, destructive,
baneful... (Thayer, p. 320; 2556)

There are multitudes of things to fear in the tongue. It seduces to evil by sharing evil experiences
in a palatable way.  The evil companionship that corrupts good morals so often uses the tongue
to convince the weak to follow. Lies and deceit, sowing discord, giving false witness, and the
anguish of angry words upon the heart of a loved one are all examples of the deadly poison of the
tongue. Through false teaching and lies men and women have been led into sin. Once sharpened
and filled with evil, men have done terrible things to others:

A perverse man spreads strife, and a slanderer separates intimate friends.  29 A man of violence
entices his neighbor, and leads him in a way that is not good. ... 28 A lying tongue hates those it
crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin.   Pr. 16:28-29; 26:28

 full of deadly poison. 

Like the serpent, the tongue has the ability to inject deadly poison into the mind of another.  We
see this so clearly in the garden of Eden, where Adam and Eve were living a sinless life os service
to God before the serpent came and injected the thoughts of rebellion and sinful lusts into her
heart. Multitudes have followed in his steps since that day. Along with the tongue being a fire, it also
has access to deadly poison. 

thanatephoros lit., "death-bearing, deadly" (thanatos, "death," phero, "to bear"), is used in James 3:8.
(Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:2287) 

“thanatephoros... (thanatos and phero), death-bringing, deadly...” (Thayer, 282; 2287)

The tongue has access to death bearing poison. 

“ios ... denotes "something active" as (a) "rust," as acting on metals, affecting their nature,
James 5:3; (b) "poison," as of asps, acting destructively on living tissues, figuratively of the evil
use of the lips as the organs of speech, Rom 3:13; so of the tongue, James 3:8. (Vine's
Expository Dictionary NT:2447)

As noted above the poison of serpents that brings death are of two varieties. One affecting the
central nervous system and slowly lowering the body functions of the heart, lungs, and brain until
death occurs. The other injects a substance that destroys the integrity of the tissues and leading
to death. The tongue also has this ability. It can inject terrible emotions into the heats through lies
and slander. Separating the best of friends and doing irreparable harm to faith and devotion to God. 
We see this with Job’s three friends who came to console, but ended up slandering and speaking
terrible things that led Job to words he had never spoken before they arrived. 

They sharpen their tongues as a serpent; poison of a viper is under their lips. Selah. Ps 140:3

 "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is
under their lips"; 14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness." Rom 3:13-14

Hide me from the secret counsel of evildoers, from the tumult of those who do iniquity,  Who have
sharpened their tongue like a sword. They aimed bitter speech as their arrow, Ps 64:2-3

Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, from a deceitful tongue. Ps 120:2

Your tongue devises destruction, like a sharp razor, O worker of deceit... 4 You love all words that devour,
O deceitful tongue. Ps 52:2

9 With it we bless our God and Father,

The restless nature of the tongue is now illustrated. In one breath we can offer a prayer of
thanksgiving and praise to our God. The highest possible use that the tongue could be employed
to accomplish. 

“eulogeo  lit., to speak well of (eu, well, logos, a word), signifies, (a) to praise, to celebrate with praises,
of that which is addressed to God, acknowledging His goodness, with desire for His glory, ... (b) to
invoke blessings upon a person... (c) to consecrate a thing with solemn prayers, to ask God’;s blessing
on a thing... (d) to cause to prosper, to make happy, to bestow blessings on, ...” (Vine, Expository
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Dictionary P. 132-133)

The tongue has been employed to sing beautiful words of song, to preach eloquent and moving
sermons of praise and adoration and to offer up prayers of praise and thanksgiving. God has been
praised, glorified, honored and worshipped with the tongue. 

and with it we curse men who have been made in the similitude of God. 

Yet that same tongue on the same day can be used also to “curse” men:

“kataraomai... to curse, doom, imprecate evil on... “ (Thayer, 336; 2672) 

kat-araomai... to call down curses upon, imprecate upon, ... they pray that he may perish, ... to curse,
execrate, ...  2. absol. to utter imprecations, ... 3. in passive sense, accursed, ...” (Liddell and Scott
Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:2672)

These are the terrible words that we can hurl at our fellow men in moments of anger or bitterness.
Words of disdain and derision on the one hand and words of cursing on the other. 

But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says,
'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.  Mt. 5:22-23

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and
pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, Mt. 5:44

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep
with those who weep. Rom. 12:14-15

Though they have been made in the image and likeness of God, and we have been forbidden by
our God and our Lord against using our tongue in this way, still the inconsistency and restless
nature of the tongue allows it to be misused and abused. This is another reason why we need to 
bridle and cage it. 

10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. 

James has finished his discourse on the tongue, but wants to leave us with these three thoughts.
One is a direct statement of the inconsistency of this situation and then he offers two parables to
strengthen the thought and leave us with these things to consider and contemplate. 

First, how can the same mouth be used for two such polar opposite things? There should be
consistency in the use of our tongues. If we are going to bless God then we should also bless men
for we have been commanded to do so. The same mouth, in the same body with the same heart
should not be producing two completely diverse things. 

My brethren, these things ought not to be so. 

God’s people need to realize that the tongue is a part of the body that is to be used to the honor
and glory of God just as the rest of our bodies. We were bought with a price and need to glorify
God with all our body (I Cor 6:19-20). The tongue should not be employed in this manner. 

chre xrh/ ... it is fated, necessary, ... it must, must needs, one must or ought to do ... one must, one
must needs, it behoves, befits one to ... to chrein (infinitive.) ... fate, destiny, ...” (Liddell and Scott
Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:5534)

Such a thing ought never to happen and must not happen. It can’t happen in any part of the natural
realm, but only in a perverted human heart. 

11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening 

A fountain always puts forth good water, or it always puts forth bitter water. It doesn’t change from
day to day. Neither should the tongue. The tongue should only be used to send forth sweet and
wonderful words. 
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12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  

Again, trees are always consistent. Fig trees produce figs and never olives. Vines always produce
grapes and never figs. Trees always produce what they were created and designed to produce. 

Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh. 

This is also true of water. No one goes to the ocean or to the Dead Sea for a drink of water. If the
water is salty, then everyone knows it is salty. They never think that they could go to that source
of water and get something else from it. 

The point he is making is that since the mouth is a prime source of spiritual truth for many people,
it ought to be a pure source. Someone should not go to a teacher of the Word to hear that same
tongue cursing another. The tongue needs to be bridled and carefully monitored. Those who teach
the Word should be especially aware of this truth. 

Jesus used this same figure twice in His ministry. Once for the words of the false prophets and
once for the words of His disciples. 

"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous
wolves.  16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from
thistles?  17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Mt. 7:15-20

"For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  44 For every tree is
known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a
bramble bush.  45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man
out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks. Lk. 6:43-45
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James 3:13-18

After James completes his discussion of the two different ways the tongue can be used, he follows
the same basic theme with the wisdom and the knowledge that must first be in the heart before it
can come out of the mouth. Since Jesus revealed that it is out of the abundance of the heart that
the mouth speaks, each disciple of Jesus must carefully assess the source of the wisdom that is
guiding and directing the heart, which is guiding and directing the tongue. There are two distinct
types of wisdom found within our heart. One came from the source Peter described several times
in his letter:

knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless
conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 1Pet. 1:18

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn
babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 1Pet. 2:1-2

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.  1Pet.
2:11-12

that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will
of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles — when
we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In
regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation,
speaking evil of you. 1Pet. 4:2-4

Before we became a Christian, we all learned the wisdom of this world. We gained much of our
wisdom from the “aimless conduct” we received from by from our fathers. Sadly, it was a lesson in
using the negative emotions of “malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking.” Others
learned all to well the wisdom of “the fleshly lusts” that “now make war against our soul.” We also
learned how to best to utilize the wisdom and knowledge to accomplish those things from “our past
lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles — when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness,
revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.” This is a wisdom that must be destroyed, set
aside and no longer used. 

Paul also contrasts this wisdom as he warns the Corinthians of the grave danger it poses. There
are two competing wisdom’s. There is the wisdom of this world that was created and designed by
men and there is the wisdom that comes from God that leads to eternal life. Paul first speaks of the
continuous problem the “pride of life” has caused God since the beginning of the creation. Satan
used this faulty wisdom to tempt Eve to sin and it has continued to plague man ever since. 

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing
the understanding of the prudent." 1Cor. 1:18-19

No one can escape this and we must constantly be vigiaent against it. Paul urges all Christians to
assess their wisdom. If it comes from this age, they must become foolish and this remove it from
their lives and truly become wise. 

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool
that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, "He
catches the wise in their own craftiness";  20 and again, "The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that
they are futile." 1Cor. 3:18-21

Although awkward at first, we must learn a new set of wisdom that comes down from God. We
must relearn all that we thought we knew and had become proficient at. We must learn the will of
God as newborn babes, longing for the spiritual milk so we can grow. 

While worldly people learn the wisdom they call sophistication, it is actually a wisdom that must be
destroyed and removed. The Holy Spirit here asks us to assess the quality of this wisdom.  Where
did it come from, who does it serve? 
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13 Who is wise and understanding among you? 

He begins with a simple question designed to draw us out. This is one of the most important
elements of self-esteem and feelings of importance. What we have gained that makes us proficient
at things is certainly something we are all aware of. As this section begins, we would all answer in
the affirmative in those areas that we are truly “wise.” 

“sophos... wise, i.e. a. skilled, expert... b. wise, i.e. skilled in letters, cultivated, learned... c. wise in a
practical sense, i.e. one who in action is governed by piety and integrity:  Eph 5:15; Jas. 3:13;... d. wise
in a philosophic sense, forming the best plans and using the best means for their execution...”  (Thayer, 
p. 582; 4680)

“sophos... properly, skilled in any handicraft or art, cunning in his craft, ... of a charioteer, Pind.; of
poets and musicians, Id.; of a soothsayer, ... 2. clever in matters of common life, wise, prudent, shrewd, 
... 3. skilled in the sciences, learned, profound, wise, II. passive, of things, cleverly devised, ...”  (Liddell
and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:4680)

“sophos... pertaining to specialized knowledge resulting in the skill for accomplishing some purpose -
'skillful, expert.' ... a person of professional or semi-professional status who is regarded as particularly
capable in understanding the philosophical aspects of knowledge and experience - 'one who is wise,
wise man.' (Lou & Nida,  Greek-English Lexicon  NT:4680) 

Who among you is a wise skilled expert in running your life?  Who among you forms the best plans
and uses the best means for their execution?  Who among you finds that your life runs well
because you have found the means to make things work?  As you can see from all the definitions
this is a very comprehensive term in the Greek speaking world. They used it of their own worldly
wisdom and pursuits while God uses it of the same abilities except with His word and His will. Jesus
had greater wisdom than all, but it was not a wisdom of this age. 

The term “understanding” is closely aligned to wisdom except wisdom comes out in every day life
in successful decisions while “understanding” is a blessing we are aware of as we make decisions.
Some of our best decisions are never seen because they decisions made based on
“understanding” that keeps us from making foolish choicse that destroy otehrs. 

“epistemon... intelligent, experienced [esp. one having the knowledge of an expert;...]...” (Thayer, p.
243; 1990)

“epistemon ... knowing, wise, prudent, ... 2. acquainted with a thing, skilled or versed in, 3. infinitive.
knowing how to do, II. possessed of perfect knowledge, (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon NT
1990). 

“epistemon ... adjective from epístamai ... to know thoroughly, understand. Endued with knowledge,
understanding, expertise (James 3:13; Sept.: Deut 1:13; 4:6), the equivalent to the Eng. "scientist." ... 
Synonym gnostes ... one who knows, an expert. ... Antonym idotes ...  a person without professional
knowledge, an unskilled, unlearned person; ( Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT 1990)

This too is a philosophical and scientific term for those who have great knowledge insight and
understanding. Both of these terms were very important to that culture and everyone sought
something that would reveal that they too were among the enlightened and wise. Actually as we
live our lives we all be come proficient in many things that could be called wisdom and
understanding. So once again, James seeks to draw them out and get them to commit themselves. 

Let him show by his good conduct

God doesn’t want an affirmation, instead, he seeks a “demonstration.” 

“deiknuo... to show, exhibit; 1. prop. to show i. e. expose to the eyes... 2. metaph. ... to give evidence
or proof of a thing ... b to show by words, to teach... “ (Thayer,  p. 126-127; 1166)

deiknumi or deiknuo ... to make known the character or significance of something by visual, auditory,
gestural, or linguistic means - 'to make known, to demonstrate, to show.'  'let him demonstrate his
deeds by his good life' James 3:13; (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT 1166) 

If you have developed such an experienced understanding of life, then you need to show and
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exhibit it. If it really exists, it can be exposed to the eyes, in a tangible and clear way. In some
cases, it would be by visual or auditory methods, or even gesturing, but here, the wisdom James
is seeking to be revealed can only be demonstrated by conduct or behaviour. 

“anastrophe... (fr. the pass. anastreophomai, see the preceding word*), prop. ̀ walk’ i. e. manner of life,
behavior, conduct... Hence life in so far as it is comprised in conduct, ... “ (Thayer,  p. 42; 391) 

*the preceding word is: “anastrepho... 3. to turn hither and thither pass. reflexively, to turn one’s self
about, sojourn, dwell... b. like the Hebr. ... to walk, of the manner of life and moral character, to conduct
one’s self, behave one’s self, live... simply to conduct or behave one’s self, “walk” ... “ (Thayer, p. 42;
390)

anastrophe to turn up, to move about. A turning about. In the NT, mode of life, conduct, behavior,
deportment (Gal. 1:13; Eph. 4:22; 1Tim. 4:12; James 3:13; 1 Peter 2:7; 3:11); life, as made up of
actions (Heb. 13:7; 1 Peter 1:15)....”   (The Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:391)

From the literal “turning hither and thither,” it came to mean what one does while they are “turning
hither and thither:” Hence, manner of life, conduct or behavior. So this is the word that would be
used to sum up the nature and quality of our life. Essentially, it is the entirety of the judgment day,
where we will be judged by what we have done while moving hither and thither in this life.  

Up to this point in the book, it would be demonstrated by:

The joy we have when falling into trials 1:-4 The wisdom we have prayed for and received 1:5
How the poor glory in their exaltation 1:9 How the rich glory in their humiliation. 1:10-11
How we endure trials 1:12 How we endure temptations to sin 1:13-15
Our understanding of the good gifts of God 1:17 Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath 1:19
Receiving with meekness the Word 1:21 Not a hearer only or a doer.  1:22-25
Bridling our tongue 1:26 Visiting orphans and widows in affliction 1:27
Keeping ourselves unspotted from world 1:17 Never show partiality and prejudice as Christians.2:1-7
Fulfill the royal law of liberty 2:8 Speak and do as those who will be judged 2:12
Show our faith by our works. 2:14-28 Control the tongue. 2:

This is all part of the behavior we can use to demonstrate that our wisdom and understanding are
“good.” 

“kalos... Sept for ... beautiful, but much oftener for ... good; beautiful, applied by the Greeks to
everything so distinguished in form, excellence, goodness, usefulness, as to be pleasing; hence (acc.
to the context) i.q. beautiful, handsome, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, useful,
suitable, commendable, admirable;... a. beautiful to look at, shapely, magnificent:... b. good, excellent
in its nature and characteristics, and therefore well-adapted to its ends: ... c. beautiful by reason of
purity of heart and life, and hence praiseworthy; morally good, noble... d.  honorable, conferring
honor:...”  (Thayer,  p.  322).

When it has been validated and approved by the Holy Spirit as James has done thus far in the
book, when our behavoir comes from this wisdom and understanding, it is  “distinguished in form,
excellence, goodness and usefulness as to be pleasing.”  The behavior and conduct of the wise
and understanding Christian should be distinguished in 

form (outward appearance what is honorable, in the sight of men.” 2 Cor 8:21), 
excellence (the outcome of the activities involved in), 
goodness (the quality of his life) 
usefulness (the value of his conduct to others).  

In all these ways the outcome of our conduct ought to be pleasing and honorable in the sight of
God and men. When this occurs, then all the other qualities described by this adjective will be
produced.  The behavior then becomes beautiful, excellent, eminent, choice, surpassing, precious, 
useful, commendable, admirable.  The conduct is also excellent in its nature and characteristics,
and therefore well-adapted to accomplish the  goal. 
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that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom

The term “works” is exactly the same term that James introduced in the previous chapter when he
spoke of showing our faith by our “works” and that faith without such “works” is dead. 

“ergon... 1. business, employment, that with which anyone is occupied... 2. any product whatever, any
thing accomplished by hand, art, industry, mind... 3. an act, deed, thing done: ...” (Thayer, p. 248;
2041)

ergon ... business, 1. in Il. mostly of deeds of war, to engage in battle, ... 2. of works of industry, tilled
lands, fields, farms, Hom.; the tilled lands of Ithaca, .... then, generally, property, wealth, possessions,
... b. of women's work, weaving, c. of other occupations, fishing, as a way of life, Od.; ... also of all
kinds of works, such as mines, iron-works, ... 3. a hard piece of work, a hard task, ... 4. a deed, action,
often,... deed, not word...”  (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. 

While behavior takes in the whole life, these works speak to each individual act. Every word,
thought and deed is a part of what we produce. Whatever ones occupation, it is only the product
at the end of the day that speaks of effort, toil, wisdom and diligence. We judge the farmer by the
rows he has tilled, the woman’s weaving’s by their quality, the number of fish caught by the
fishermen.  In this case, the works of the Christian will be assessed by their quality of wisdom. 

All the works, deeds that make up the quality of a life are done in the midst of (en - a preposition 
“in the interior of some whole,” “that with which a person is surrounded, equipped, furnished,
assisted, or acts.”). Hence all the works must be in the midst of, surrounded by and assisted by
“meekness of wisdom.”  Each individual action we take should manifest these characteristics.  If
they are not there, then they are not good works. 

Since this is not the first time this term is used in the book, we can easily see that James is building
upon it. 

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls. Jas. 1:21

If we truly have “received with meekness” the engrafted word, then meekness will be the defining
characteristic of all our wisdom. Since the defnintion warns us that there is no English word that can
really capture the essence of the term, and since it has such a prominent role in the life of a
Christian, it will be wise to take a some time to really seek to understand what it really means. As
we look at how it is translated in the New Testament, we get a composite idea of the term. 

Uses of the term “meek” in the NT (Adjective & Noun)

Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. Mt. 5:5

Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls.  Mt. 11:29-30

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A colt,
the foal of a donkey.'"  Mt. 21:5

But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
gentleness.  1Tim. 6:11-12 

rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit,
which is very precious in the sight of God. 1Pet. 3:4-5

What do you want? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?  1Cor. 4:21

Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ  2Cor. 10:1

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Gal. 6:1-2 

4 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
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called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Eph. 4:1-3

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness,
longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint
against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  14 But above all these things put
on love, which is the bond of perfection.  Col. 3:12-15

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility
correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may
know the truth, 2Tim. 2:24-26

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to
speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.  Titus 3:1-3

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls. Jes. 1:21

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done
in the meekness of wisdom. Jas. 3:13-14

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  1Pet. 3:15-16

Yet as we go through the various ways our translators chose to translate this word, we see the
terms “meek,” “lowly,” “gentle,” “gentleness,” “humility” and “meekness.” Yet since most of them
are in the context of other vocabulary words, it is hard to pinpoint exactly what the term itself
means. A look at the definition is helpful, but also problematic. Since it can’t be readily expressed
in English, we have to be prepared to role up our sleeves and be ready to do some work. 

Coming out of strength meekness is a choice that can never be forced upon us. We choose to
respond gently, humbly, and lowly. We are always ready to take the second place. It appears to
be the real reason why we can turn the other cheek and go the second, and accept being treated
wrongly. We realize that we are not the important part of any equation. God and His will always
take precedence over all activities. Whether we come out ahead or behind should not be the issue
at all. 

The meaning of “prautes” “is not readily expressed in English, for the terms meekness, mildness,
commonly used, suggest weakness to a greater or less extent, whereas “prautes” does nothing
of the kind. It must be clearly understood, therefore, that the common assumption is that when a
man is meek it is because he cannot help himself; but the Lord was ‘meek’ because he had the
infinite resources of God at His command Described negatively, meekness is the opposite to
self-assertiveness and self-interest; it is equanimity of spirit that is neither elated nor cast down,
simply because it is not occupied with self at all. (Vine’s Expository Dictionary)

This second definition has two basic components. The first is the mild and gentle friendliness that
is always ready to be kind and gentle regardless of the circumstances. We may be being mistreated
and wronged, but because God has willed to put us in that situation we take it just as Jesus did.
It is the ability to control the anger and not use the anger unless anger is warranted. Moses was
called the meekest man in all the earth (Num. 12:3), after Miriam and Aaron spoke against him and
he did not respond, but left it to God. 

"prautes... “mild and gentle friendliness,”...  the opposite of roughness ...bad temper, or sudden
anger/brusqueness... Among the Greeks “gentle friendliness” is highly prized as a social virtue in
human  relationships... The systematic thinker Aristotle places praotes as... a mean between “orgilotes”
(“anger,” “bad temper”) and the spineless incompetence of “aorgesia” ... (Kittel, Vol 6 p 645-646)

It is also helpful to see the two extremes James will give regarding the quality of wisdom
“meekness” will bring to us. It leads away from “the wisdom that does not descend from above” and
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instead leads us to the “wisdom that comes from above.” 

Meekness of Wisdom

Does Not Possess | Possesses
Bitter Envy | Pure   Peaceable   Gentle
Self - Seeking | Willing to yield; full of mercy
Boasting; Lying against the Truth | Without Partiality; Without Hypocrisy
This Wisdom is Not From above | This Wisdom is from Above
Earthly, Sensual, Demonic |

 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.
15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where
envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality and without hypocrisy. James 3:14-18

The Greek term  “wisdom” is an adjective while the term above was a noun, but there isn’t much
difference in meaning.

“sophia... wisdom, broad and full intelligence,... used of the knowledge of very diverse matters, so that
the shade of meaning in which the word is taken must be discovered from the context in every
particular case... a.  the wisdom which belongs to men... the varied knowledge of things human and
divine, acquired by acuteness and experience...  an acquaintance with divine things and human duties,
joined to a power of discoursing concerning them and interpreting and applying sacred Scripture... b.
supreme intelligence, such as belongs to God... also to Christ, exalted to God’s right hand... the
wisdom of God as evinced in forming and executing his counsels...” (Thayer,  p. 581-582  #4678)

Although the definitions are similar, the context is very different. In the first use, the context is broad enough
for both the wisdom of men and the wisdom of God. This “meekness of wisdom” is only the wisdom from
above that can only be gained through the Scriptures. This is the wisdom of the Proverbs, the wisdom that
only comes by following His counsel. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the
simple; 8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes; Ps. 19:7-8

14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts

“Bitter envy” and “self-seeking” would be taking us in exactly the wrong direction. Regardless of how
wise we have become in such a realm, we need to take Paul’s advice and become a fool so we
could start over again and by starting from the beginning but this time moving in the right direction
actually gain true wisdom. If there is any bitter envy in our “wisdom,” we have a very serious
problem. The greatest blight that could even begin in the church will start with these two emotions. 

The Scriptures teach that the church and the home are both to work for the good of all. Everything
good that happens to one happens to all. 

But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I
have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22 No, much rather,
those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of the
body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable
parts have greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body,
having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body,
but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all
the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 1 Cor 12:20-26

These two emotions destroy this very heart and rip the very fabric of the purpose of the church.
When someone who is self-seeking filled with bitter envy enters the church, the exact opposite of
wha should be happening will begin. Since these emotions are so destructive, they must be

26



identified and dealt with as quickly as possible. When all other members exist to serve and be a
blessing to one another and someone enters in who only wants to use them for their own ends,
terrible things can happen. Often those without this terrible malady can’t believe that it could exist
in another and while they continue to try and help, irreparable damage can occur. 

The Greek term translated “envy” has both a good and a bad sense in the NT. Here the adjective
“bitter” reveals that this is only the bad sense. 

zelos  is a meson, (middle), being used sometimes in a good (as John 2:17; Rom 10:2; 2 Cor
9:2), sometimes, and in Scripture oftener, in an evil sense (as Acts 5:17; Rom 13:13; Gal 5:20;
James 3:14, in which last place, to make quite clear what zelos  is meant, it is qualified by the
addition of pikros, and is linked with eritheia. ... When zelos is taken in good part, it signifies the
honorable emulation, with the consequent imitation, of that which presents itself to the mind’s
eye as excellent: By Aristotle zelos is employed exclusively in this nobler sense, as that active
emulation which grieves, not that another has the good, but that itself has it not; and which, not
pausing here, seeks to supply the deficiencies which it finds in itself. From this point of view he
contrasts it with envy ... But it is only too easy for this zeal and honorable rivalry to degenerate
into a meaner passion; ... These degeneracies which wait so near upon emulation, and which
sometimes cause the word itself to be used for that into which it degenerates (‘pale and bloodless
emulation,’ Shakespeare), may assume two shapes: either that of a desire to make war upon the
good which it beholds in another, and thus to trouble that good, and make it less; therefore we
find zelos and eris  continually joined together (Rom 13:13; 2 Cor 12:20; Gal 5:20; ... or, where
there is not vigour and energy enough to attempt the making of it less, there may be at least the
wishing of it less; with such petty carping and fault-finding as it may dare to indulge in—” 
(Trench, Synonyms of the NT: 2205)

What begins as an understanding that there are in others things that are worthy of imitation, when
it finds that it cannot attain it, will sour and fester into an envy that no longer wants to life oneself,
but to tear down what one sees as being better in another. In this way the good qualities of elders
can be resented and despised in the hearts of those who cannot attain to it. Instead they resort to
murmuring and complaining. This appears to be what happened to Korah. 

Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of
Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; 2 and they rose up before Moses with
some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the
congregation, men of renown. 3 They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to
them, You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them,
and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the congregation of the
LORD? Num.16:1-3

Then Moses said to Korah, Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 Is it a small thing to you that the God of
Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the
work of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to serve them; 10 and
that He has brought you near to Himself, you and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you? And are
you seeking the priesthood also?  Num. 16:8-10 

Then Moses said: By this you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, for I have
not done them of my own will. 29 If these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited by the
common fate of all men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30 But if the LORD creates a new thing, and
the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive
into the pit, then you will understand that these men have rejected the LORD. Num. 16:28-30 

Even Pilate understood that the Jews who were delivering Jesus to him had this terrible and sinister
motive. But they had already worked their evil work and had stirred up the crowds against Jesus
with their slander and lies. 

Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to do just as he had always done for them. 9 But
Pilate answered them, saying, "Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" 10 For he
knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. 11 But the chief priests stirred
up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to them. 12 Pilate answered and said to them
again, "What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?" 13 So they
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cried out again, "Crucify Him!"  14 Then Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they
cried out all the more, "Crucify Him!" Mk 15:8-14

Peter later charged them for exactly what their bitter envy had led them to do. 

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you
delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14 But
you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and
killed the Prince of life, Acts 3:13-15

This is what envy will always do. It leads to terrible words and deeds. As it descends further and
further, the worst qualities come out and it becomes “bitter.” 

“pikros... fr. r. meaning ‘to  cut,’ ‘prick,’...] ... bitter prop. ... metaph. harsh, virulent...” (Thayer, p. 509; 
4089)

pikrós ... originally means "pointed," "sharp" (e.g., arrows), then "penetrating" (e.g., a smell),
then "painful" (to the feelings), and "bitter" (to the taste). The sense of bitterness yields such
transferred senses as "unpleasant," "unexpected," "painful," "severe," "cruel," "stern,"
"embittered." pikría  has the meaning "severity" or "bitterness," pikraínœ  means "to provoke,"
and the deponent  pikraínomai  means "to become angry, bitter." ... 4. The NT uses pikrós  literally
in James 3:11 for spring water which is bitter or brackish to the taste. The great star in Rev 8:11 makes
the rivers and fountains bitter (pikraínesthai). In Rev 10:9-10 the divine finds the message of God bitter,
i.e., painful to proclaim.  pikrós  is used for Peter's weeping in Matt 26:75; the adverb expresses his
utter despair following the denial. In James 3:14 jealousy is bitter. Heb 12:15 quotes Deut 29:17 to
show what harm the sin of an individual can do in the community. The OT association of poison and
bitterness stands behind Peter's saying to Simon Magus in Acts 8:23. Rom 3:14 quotes Ps 10:7, and
pikría heads a short list of vices in Eph 4:31 (in the sense of resentment). In Col 3:19 husbands are
directed not to be harsh or angry with their wives. (Kittel, TDWNT NT:4089)

This would certainly fit what Korah did to Moses and the Sanhedrin did to Jesus. Their bitter
jealousy led them to terrible deeds. Envy/jealousy is a fierce, indignant punitive zeal, making it more
bitter harsh and  virulent.  It is a terrible emotion.  It enters families, churches and countries and
destroys those who are it’s victims.  

Those possessed by this bitter jealousy become very wise in it’s use. They know how to conceal
it until just the right time to destroy the one to whom it is directed. If you have such feelings toward
a teacher, preacher, elder, or member, you must remove it from your heart.  It is not an emotion
or ability you want to become wise in.  It often leads to the next term. 

and self-seeking in your hearts

Self-seeking is a single Greek term.  

“eritheia,... used of those who electioneer for office, courting popular applause by trickery and
low arts... the verb is derived from erithos working for hire, a hireling... a mean, sordid fellow)
electioneering or intriguing for office... hence apparently in the N. T. a courting distinction, a desire to
put one’s self forward, a partisan and factious spirit which does not disdain low arts;
partisanship, factiousness” (Thayer, p.  249; 2052).

erithia (or —eia) ... denotes "ambition, self-seeking, rivalry," self-will being an underlying idea
in the word; hence it denotes "party-making." It is derived, not from eris, "strife," but from
erithos, "a hireling"; hence the meaning of "seeking to win followers," "factions," so rendered
in the RV of 2 Cor 12:20, KJV, "strifes"; not improbably the meaning here is rivalries, or base ambitions
(all the other words in the list express abstract ideas rather than factions); Gal 5:20 (ditto); Phil 1:17
(RV; KJV, v. 16, "contention"); 2:3 (KJV, "strife"); James 3:14,16 (ditto); in Rom 2:8 it is translated as
an adjective, "factious" (KJV, "contentious"). The order "strife, jealousy, wrath, faction," is the same in
2 Cor 12:20 and Gal 5:20. "Faction" is the fruit of jealousy. Cf. the synonymous adjective hairetikos,
Titus 3:10, causing division (marg., "factious"), not necessarily "heretical," in the sense of holding false
doctrine. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:2052) 

“eritheia,... is found 7 times in the NT, only in the Epistles... 2. The origin of this rare word, which is
attested before the NT only in Aristotle ... in the sense of selfish striving for advantage in a group, is
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obscure. Probably it is derived from eritheuo "be active as a laborer," and not from eris a) In Phil 1:17
the proclaimers who are determined by self-interest are contrasted to those whose motivation
is love (v. 16). eritheia can mean here only conduct determined by selfishness. This is also the
case in 2:3, where self-interest and "conceit" are contrasted with humility. Christians who act
in this way are concerned with their own well-being, not that of others (cf. v. 4). Rom 2:8
characterizes people who are determined by selfishness also as those who do not obey the
truth, are compliant toward unrighteousness, and fall under judgment because they in their
stubbornness and impenitent hearts store up for themselves wrath for the day of judgment (v.
5). ...”  (Balz, Horst; Schneider, Gerhard (Editors), Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament 2052)

If one closely examines and considers this definition carefully they will find pure selfishness to be
the root. These are people whose lives are self-centered and who will do anything to keep
themselves prominent. This was what prompted the attitude of Caiaphas. 

The chief priests therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and said, What do we? for this man
doeth many signs. 48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans will come
and take away both our place and our nation. 49 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest
that year, said unto them, ye know nothing at all, 50 nor do ye take account that it is expedient for you
that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. Jn. 11:47-50.

It was also this attitude that prompted some in Rome to preach Christ even though they did not truly
believe:

Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: 16 the one do it of love,
knowing that I am set for the defense of the gospel; 17 but the other proclaim Christ of faction, not
sincerely, thinking to raise up affliction for me in my bonds. Phil 1:15-17

They did not care in the least about the suffering and loss their own desires would cause for others.
They could not even see the damage they were doing to others as being an issue. In spite of all
the evidence and the many signs they even admitted that Jesus did, the Jewish leaders would
rather kill Jesus than lose their position of leadership in Jerusalem. For them murder was a better
alternative. This is factiousness. This is also what Paul found among those in Rome while
imprisoned. Some would actually preach what they did not believe in order to destroy Paul. Many
who reject the gospel have been filled with the lust of factiousness. 

It is a word for those in politics who court popularity and favor by trickery and low arts, such as
lying, deception, and seeking to destroy the opponent by any means.  It then left politics and moved
out into the general population and ultimately into the church as a term that mean someone who
has a desire to put themself on the top.  Who have a factious spirit which will use whatever is
necessary to get to the top, including the lowest and basest means.  This is one of the works of the
flesh that God condemns strongly.

19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you
that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  Gal 5:19-21

Even the apostles had this “wisdom,” and while Jesus worked very hard to remove it, it was still
there even at the institution of the Lord’s supper. Yet Jesus gave them the tools necessary to rip
up this terrible emotion by the roots. We are all servants, working together to help each other. 

Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, "What was it you
disputed among yourselves on the road?"  34 But they kept silent, for on the road they had
disputed among themselves who would be the greatest. 35 And He sat down, called the twelve,
and said to them, "If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all." Mk.
9:33-36

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, "Teacher, we want You to do for
us whatever we ask." 36 And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?"  37 They said
to Him, "Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your
glory."... 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and
John. 42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are
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considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority
over them.  43 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among
you shall be your servant.  44 And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.  45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many." Mark 10:35-37 41-45 

Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them should be considered the
greatest. 25 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those
who exercise authority over them are called 'benefactors.'  26 But not so among you; on the contrary,
he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who
serves.  27 For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits
at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves. Lk. 22:24-27

Mt. 23:5-12, though a long reading is also very good to consider in this context.  We cannot afford
to get good at this.  It is a sin and those who practice it in the church or anywhere else will not
inherit the kingdom of God.  

do not boast 

The Spirit now gives strong counsel on this matter. If you have even the remotest feelings in your
heart of arrogance of bitter jealous or factious feelings, then there is one thing you must not do. You
must not “boast.” This term has the preposition “kata - down” placed in front of it. It is not used in
secular Greek, and only used three times in the NT. It refers to those who boast and feel a sense
of superiority because they look down on others. 

“kata-kauchaomai ... Except for an inscription, kata-kauchomai, this is found only in biblical and
Christian writings. It brings out strongly the element of comparative superiority expressed in boasting,
"to boast in triumphant comparison with others." This sense is not prominent in the LXX, where the
word is simply a stronger form of kauchasthai, but it is plain in Rom. 11:18 and in the figurative
expression at James 2:13 ... cf. also James 3:14: me katakauchasthe (in pride at one's own wisdom)
...” . (Kittel, TDWNT, NT: 2620)

kata-kauchaomai a: to boast about something by downgrading something else - 'to boast against, to
degrade.' ... 'you must not boast and in so doing degrade the branches' Rom 11:18. (Lou & Nida,
Greek-English Lexicon NT: 2620)

Those who have bitter envy and are factious and self-seeking tend to do that. They see their own
abilities as so much greater than others that it makes perfect sense to them that they should be
leading and ruling over them. We see this attitude among the chief priests and Pharisees when
they contemptuously look down on anyone who thinks Jesus is a prophet as being “accursed.” 

Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why have you not
brought Him?" 46 The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this Man!" 47 Then the Pharisees
answered them, "Are you also deceived? 48 Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?
49 But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed." 50 Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by
night, being one of them) said to them, 51 "Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows
what he is doing?" 52 They answered and said to him, "Are you also from Galilee? Search and look,
for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee." John 7:45-52

This is a terrible blight on the church when those who hare humble and forbearing are looked down
upon by the strong as being unworthy to make any decisions. It is what happens when wovles
come in upon the sheep and it also happens when sheep begin to turn into wolves. 

James speaks to these people at that pivotal moment when they still might listen. If we feel such
a sense of moral and mental superiority over others we must stop and realize that Jesus never felt
such emotions and God doesn’t either. 

and lie against the truth. 

The truth refers to the Scriptures as Jesus made clear: 

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples
indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Jn. 8:31-32
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All that are included in the Scriptures of the New Covenant which contains Jesus words is “of the
truth.” Anything outside of that word is a lie. Since Jesus taught exactly the opposite of this
arrogance that puts down others to stand above them in their own eyes, if they continue to hold to
those emotions they are “lying against the truth.” 

“pseudomai... ‘to deceive,’ ‘cheat’; hence prop. to show one’s self deceitful, to play false)... to deceive
one by a lie, to lie to... “ (Thayer, 675-676; 5574)

“pseudomai... to communicate what is false, with the evident purpose of misleading - 'to lie, to tell
falsehoods.' ... 'what I say is true; I belong to Christ and I do not lie' Rom 9:1. The Greek term
pseudomai and the English equivalent 'to lie' involve more than simply telling what is not true, for this
could occur without an intent to deceive or mislead. pseudomai, therefore, involves not only the
communication of a falsehood but also the intent to deceive. (Lou & Nida Greek-English Lexicon, NT
5574)

This is the art of the false teacher. They communicate what is false with the intent of misleading
and deceiving others. The existence of the emotion of a boasting derision toward others is wrong
and evil. To hold to it and seek to have others accept it is a lie. So unless we stop at the moment
we become aware of it and admit that this is a sinful attitude that needs to be destroyed, not
something we need to become better at. If we refuse to accept this then they are deceiving with a
lie. There just isn’t any room for this in the hearts of men. This is not what Jesus died on the cross
to produce. It destroys the very attitudes Jesus sought to instill within each of us. 

When Jesus washed the disciples feet, He knew He was far greater than any of them, but He was
seeking to teach this lesson in a graphic way

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God
and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded
Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe
them with the towel with which He was girded. ... 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His
garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call
Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you
should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his
master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are
you if you do them. Jn. 13:3-5;12-17

As the teacher and Lord, He did not look down on any of them. He sought to lift them to a higher
level and never boasted. He condemned this in the Pharisees and commanded that it not be see
in any of His disciples. 

But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the
borders of their garments. 6 They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7
greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 8 But you, do not be called
'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 Do not call anyone on earth
your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 And do not be called teachers; for One is
your Teacher, the Christ. 11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whoever
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. Matt 23:5-12

The truth, NT Scriptures and the Gospel of Jesus Christ teaches that humility, submission,
lowliness of heart are the keys to true wisdom and greatness in the kingdom of God. Those who
have chosen a different only deceive themselves and lie against the very truth that they must
submit to in order to be saved. 

This wisdom does not descend from above, 

The Spirit now revealed that there are actually two sources of all wisdom. One that comes down
from above and one that has arisen exclusively from here below.

“anothen... Adv. of Place, from above, from on high, ... i.e. rain, from the upper country, from inland,
... 2. above, on high,  II. of Time, from the beginning, ... . first principles, (Liddell and Scott Abridged
Greek Lexicon. NT: 509)
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“katerchomai... to come down, go down; prop. of one who goes from a higher to a lower locality...”
(Thayer, 339; 2718)

katérchomai ... from katá (2596), down, and érchomai (2064), to come or go. To go or come down,
descend, used of persons going from a higher to a lower region of a country, as to the sea coast (Luke
4:31; Acts 8:5; 13:4) ... “Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2718)

This clearly refers to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to the wisdom that God and His Christ have
sent down from heaven for the benefit of man and for the honor and glory of both God and of all
His people who will submit to the truth. 

The type of wisdom shown by politicians, the pharisees, and Diotrephes had were not from above: 

I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not
receive us. 10 Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating against us with
malicious words. And not content with that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids
those who wish to, putting them out of the church. 11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what
is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God. 3Jn. 9-11

but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 

God characterizes this kind of wisdom as earthly, natural and demonic. These are not compliments
brethren. These are fearful terms that no true child of God would desire to have any part of once
anything was labeled with them. The term “earthly” is defined: 

“epigeios... existing upon the earth, earthly, terrestrial... those who are on earth, the inhabitants of the
earth, men... the wisdom of men, liable to error and misleading, Jas 3:15...” (Thayer, 236-237; 1919) 

epígeion ... adj. from epí (1909), upon, and ge (1093), the earth. Earthly, being upon the earth (Phil
2:10; 3:19). Earthly, belonging to the earth or wrought in men upon the earth (John 3:12). Earthly,
terrestrial, made of earth (1 Cor 15:40; 2 Cor 5:1 [cf. Job 4:19]). Earthly, arising from the earth and
attached to it (James 3:15). In the NT, opposed to epouránios (2032), that which pertains to heaven
(1 Cor 15:40);(Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT 1919)

This is a wisdom that originated here on the earth after the fall. It can only be found here, for it
doesn’t exist above in heaven. This term is thus clearly synonymous with the “world that is passing
away.” It is not of the Father but is of the world. 

Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and also
its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever. 1Jn. 2:15-17

Since this quality of wisdom is earthly and worldly, it only belongs to the soul. The term “sensual
is also translated “natural - NASB,” or “unspiritual - ESV.” It is a difficult term that can really only be
understood in the context of Scripture. 

psuchikos ... occurs six times in the N. T. On three of these it cannot be said to have a distinctly
ethical employment; seeing that in them it is only the meanness of the “soma psuchikon” which
the faithful now bear about that is contrasted with the glory of the “soma pneumatikon” which
they shall bear (1 Cor 15:44, 46). On the other three occasions a moral emphasis rests on the
word, and in every instance a most depreciatory. Thus St. Paul declares the psuchikos receives
not and cannot receive, as having no organ for their reception, the things of the Spirit of God
(1 Cor 2:14); St. James (3:15) characterizes the wisdom which is psuchikos, as also epigeios,
‘earthly,’ and daimoniodes, ‘devilish;’ St. Jude explains the psuchikoi as those pneuma me echontes
(does not have the spirit) (ver. 19). (Trench's Synonyms of the NT: 3391)

“psuchikos... of or belonging to the psuche; a. having the nature and characteristics of the psuche i.
e. of the principle of animal life, which men have in common with the brutes... b. governed by the
psuche i.e. the sensuous nature with its subjection to appetite and passion... a wisdom in harmony with
the corrupt desires and affections and springing from them... Jas 3:15...” (Thayer, 677-678; 5591)

The soul, the flesh, and the spirit can only be understood as God reveals them since we have no
means of understanding or separating them. 
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For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to
the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. Heb. 4:12-13

Paul helps us understand the flesh and spirit in Romans 7-8 and Galatians 5:13-23. The soul and
spirit are more complicated. But greatly simplified with the passage in Corinthians. Since it follows
one of the greatest descriptions of inspiration, it is evident that this is the contrast. Those who are
still “psuchikos” are the “natural” men who can’t even comprehend the spiritual things God has
revealed through the Holy Spirit. 

But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him;
nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is spiritual judges all
things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 1Cor. 2:14-16

Since it does not originate in God and His Spirit, there is no real good source. It comes from the
animal sensuous side of our being. 

The final and ultimate source of these terrible emotions is “demonic.” This term is the worst possible
commentary on the source of these emotions. 

“daimoniodes... (daimonion, q.v.) resembling or proceeding from an evil spirit, demon-like Jas. 3:15...
(Thayer, p. 124; 1141) 

This term, and the one it comes from take in most of the uses in the NT. When Jesus cast out
demons, he cast out (daimonion), the doctrines of demons that the men branded in conscience with
a hot iron were teaching came from (daiminion). This is the source of this vile bitter jealousy and
wicked partisan spirit that selfishly puts one own desires over that of souls, the glory of God, and
the edification of the church. Terrible indeed is the source of this wisdom. This is very similar to
what he said about the tongue being set on fire by hell. James now speaks of their fruits, for “by
their fruits you shall know them.”(Mt. 7:16-20). 

16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, 

Using “gar - he gives the reason and cause of the previous statement.” He repeats the two qualities
from above, and now lays at the feet of this envious and contentious rivalry,” the terrible fruits that
come into the church. Therefore, whenever we see these fruits, we know we are dealing with them. 

confusion 

It matters now where it exists. Look at our own presidency, senate and congress. When these
terrible attributes rear their ugly head, there is disorder. Whether it is on a team, in a classroom,
or in the NT church, there will be disorder. This term is defined: 

“akatastasia... instability, a state of disorder, disturbance, confusion... plur. disturbances, disorders: of
dissensions... of seditions... of the tumults of commotions of war...” (Thayer, 21; 181)

akatastasia "instability," (a, negative, kata, "down," stasis, "a standing"), denotes "a state of disorder,
disturbance, confusion, tumult," 1Cor. 14:33; James 3:16, "revolution or anarchy"; translated "tumults"
in Luke 21:9 (KJV, "commotions"); 2 Cor 6:5; 12:20. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT: 181)

Things will be unstable. Members will not know from one week to the next how things are or
whether a split or worse is imminent. There will be disorder. Things cannot be done in an orderly
manner because with these emotions there, there are conflicting ideas of what is orderly. There are
disturbances when one or another does not get their way, and there is confusion as those who love
the Lord look with astonishment and those seeking to take over only look at what they can get. Note
how strong it can get. It can reach even to revolution, anarchy, sedition(treason) and war. 

and every evil thing are there. 

It also leads to every evil thing you can imagine and even evil things you cannot even imagine. The
term “evil” is defined: 
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“phaulos... easy, slight, ordinary, mean, worthless, of no account;... ethically, bad, wicked, base... “
(Thayer, p. 650; 5337)

phaulos ... there are words in most languages, and phaulos is one of them, which contemplate evil
under another aspect, not so much that either of active or passive malignity, but that rather of its
good-for-nothingness, the impossibility of any true gain ever coming forth from it. ... This notion of
worthlessness is the central notion of phaulos ... mediocre, of no account, worthless, bad; but still bad
predominantly in the sense of worthless; (Trench's Synonyms of the NT: 5337)

This is not a common word for “evil.” It is only used five times in the NT, and notably by Jesus in a context
very similar to the one James speaks of here. 

For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be
exposed.  21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that
they have been done in God." John 3:20-21

those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation. John 5:29-30

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done
in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  2Cor. 5:10

The word describes our conduct from the perspective of things that are worthless and of no
account. Every bad, wicked, base and worthless thing you can think of will occur when motivated
by jealousy and selfish ambition. The term “thing” is also an unusual one only used about 11 times
in the NT. It is defined: 

“pragma... a. that which has been done, a deed, an accomplished fact... b. what is doing or being
accomplished... spec. business (commercial transaction... c. a matter (in question), affair... spec. in a
forensic sense, a matter at law, a case, suit... d. that which is or exists, a thing... “ (Thayer, 534; 4229)

17 But the wisdom that is from above 

James now repeats again the term wisdom which means “the knowledge of very diverse matters,”
“the varied knowledge of things human and divine acquired by acuteness and experience.” The
wisdom that comes down from God and has it’s source from above also has some very special
fruits. Fruits that cannot be hid. As we consider them, see which are in your heart. 

is first pure, 

The first thing you will note about the wisdom from above is that it is pure. This term is defined: 

“hagnos, ... 1. exciting reverence, venerable, sacred ... 2. pure ... a. pure from carnality, chaste,
modest,... b. pure from every fault, immaculate ...” (Thayer, Joseph Henry, op. cit., p. 8; 53).

hagnos... full of religious awe: I. of places and things dedicated to gods, hallowed, holy, sacred, Od.,
Att. 2. of divine persons, chaste, pure, Od. II.of persons, undefiled, chaste, pure, Aesch., Eur.: c. gen.
pure from a thing, (Liddell and Scott, Abridged Greek Lexicon NT: 53)

“hagnos... originally signifies “that which awakens religious awe”... It is the proper term for “taboo.” ...
the original meaning is soon softened. It comes to be used simply for things connected with deity. ...
“ritually clean”... it refers negatively to the lack of defects arising e.g. from blood guiltiness... contact
with corpses, or ... sexual intercourse... this gives rise to the meaning “chaste.” the originally purely
externally religious concept now acquires a more ethical and inward significance... In this sense it is
much used in Hellenism. In civic life hagnos is a term of honor denoting the blameless discharge of
office... In the NT is signifies “moral purity and sincerity,” as in relation to Christ in 1 Jn. 3:3. It demands
especially of those who bear office in the community (1 Tim 5:22... Titus 2:5); of the conversation of
Christian wives (1 Pt. 3:2) of the pious wisdom which avoids all self-seeking (Jm. 3:17).” (Kittel Vol 1
p. 122) 

The wisdom from above is first, in order of prominence and importance has a great sense of
reverence and awe for all that is revealed as holy. It is primarily a wisdom that will hold God, Jesus,
the Holy Spirit and the Word He revealed in great reverence and respect and awe. Based upon this
awe, all that God has revealed as impure is banished and removed. With an absolute sense of our
hallowed and sacred relationship to Him through the death of His Son, we respect and hold in the
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highest regard everything connected with Him, especially in regard to our relationship with all who
are also blood bought and therefore precious and elect to Him. 

then peaceable, 

After it has shown itself pure (and without this, the rest will not follow even if they did exist, for
without the awe are reverence to God, all falls into dust. James emphisizes this not only with the
term “first” but also with “then.” 

“epeita, adv.,... thereupon, thereafter, then, afterwards; used a. of time... b. in enumerations it is used
a. of time and order... b of order alone...” (Thayer, p. 230; 1899)

It is used of time and order or of order alone. The purity must come first then, thereafter, thereupon
and afterwards it will also be peaceable. So this wisdom is “peaceable,” but only after it is pure. The
term “peaceable” is defined:

“eirenikos... 1. relating to peace.... the art of peace... 2. peaceable, pacific, loving peace: Jas. 3:17...
3. bringing peace with it, peaceful, salutary...” (Thayer, 182-183; 1516)

“eirenikos... a. "That which relates to peace," ... b. "peaceful," of words and men, also in opp. to war,
... c. in a wider sense as the opposite of unrest, In the NT only eirenikos is used, and this only in Heb.
12:1 and James 3:17. In the latter: eirenikos is the opposite of zelos pikros and eritheia, and means
"ready for peace," "peaceful." (Kittel, TDWNT NT:1516) 

This is a peace coming from a heart that loves peace and seeks it. 

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify
another. Rom. 14:19

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  Eph 4:3-4

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful.  Col 3:15-16

Be at peace among yourselves. 1 Thess 5:13

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to
speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. Titus 3:1-3

Peace with God, peace with man, peace within the church. 

gentle, 

It is also, “gentle,” which is a very difficult emotion and attitude to translate into English. It too is
from above and must be carefully assessed. It is a moderation that leads to to recognize that under
the law of Christ, we are under grace and deal with things gently and moderately. We go show the
fault, but at the least sign of repentance we manifest forgiveness. 

epieikes “It expresses exactly that moderation which recognizes the impossibility cleaving to all formal
law, of anticipating and providing for all cases that will emerge, and present themselves to it for a
decision; which, with this, recognizes the danger triumphs triumphs waits upon the assertion of legal
rights, lest they should be pushed into moral wrongs. ...It is thus more truly just than strict justice would
have been. ...This aspect of epieikeia, namely that it is a going back from the letter of right for the
better preserving of the spirit, must never be lost sight of. (Trench p 153-157; NT:1933)

“...Aristotle describes in full the action of epieikeia: ‘to pardon human failings; to look to the law-giver,
not to the law; to the intention, not to the action; to the whole, not to the part; to the character of the
actor in the long run and not in the present moment; to remember good rather than evil, and the good
that one has received rather than the good that one has done; to bear being injured; to wish to settle
a matter by words rather than deeds’...” (Barclay, William, “Daily Study Bible Timothy Titus &
Philemon,” p 96)

“epieikes... (eikos what is reasonable); 1. seemly, suitable... 2. equitable, fair, mild, gentle...” (Thayer,
p. 238; 1933)

“epieikes, from epi, unto, and eikos, likely, denotes seemly, fitting; hence, equitable, fair moderate,
forbearing, not insisting on the letter of the law; it expresses that considerateness that looks “humanely

35



and reasonably at the facts of the case”; ...” (Vine, Vol. 2, p 144-145; NT:1933)

A Christian under the influence of the wisdom from above is gentle, moderate and kind. He recognizes that
God is the final judge and that we are not to judge but to let Him judge. Mercy triumphs over judgment so
we use mercy and patience. It is sometimes better to leave things to God than it is to be so tight on
everything that stress and discomfort abound. 

Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Phil 4:5

With repentance and confession, strict justice is removed and replaced with compassion. Aristotle
captured the word, but again it must be interpreted through the lense of Scripture. Pardoning
human failings is a core belief of a mature servant of God. Look to Paul as he wrote to the
Corinthian church about their human failings then turned around in the Second letter and set it all
aside. It is the ability to look to the long run of faithfulness and submission, and not to the single
sin that has been repented of and must now be forgiven. It is also the ability to “bear being injured
and wish to settle a matter with words.” This is the essence of turning the other cheek and loving
our enemies and praying for those who spitefully use us. 

The “gentle,” “forbearing,” “reasonable and “moderate” man will manifest the most gentle, merciful,
and compassionate aspects of service to Jesus. 

Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something
against you,  24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your gift.  25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the
way with him, Mt. 5:23-25 

But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to
him also.  40 If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.  41
And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.  42 Give to him who asks you, and from
him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. Mt. 5:39-42

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and
pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,  45 that you may be sons of your Father in
heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust. Mt. 5:44-46

Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather
be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 On the contrary, you yourselves wrong and defraud, and
that your brethren. 1 Cor 6:7-9

As you watch a man or woman with true wisdom working out some grave problem and using the
wisdom from above to deal with it, you will see someone who is equitable, fair, mild, and gentle...” 

willing to yield, 

Another thing that true wisdom from above will bring is that it is willing to yield. Once again we have
a word that defies translation. It has been translated: 

“easy to be entreated – ASV,” “submissive –  NIV,” “open to reason –  ESV, 
“reasonable, –  NASU” “willing to yield –  NKJV,” 

It comes from a Greek word that literally means “to obey well”, or “easily obeying” and “compliant.”
It refers to someone who can be “easily persuaded with the implication of being open to reason or
willing to listen.” 

“eupeithes... (eu, and peithosai to comply with, obey), easily obeying, compliant, [A. V. easy to be
intreated]: Jas. 3:17...” (Thayer, 261; 2138)

eupeithes "ready to obey" (eu, "well," peithomai, "to obey, to be persuaded"), "compliant," is translated
"easy to be intreated" in James 3:17, said of the wisdom that is from above. (Vine's Expository
Dictionary NT:2138) 

eupeithes : pertaining to being easily persuaded, with the implication of being open to reason or willing
to listen - 'one who is easily persuaded, open to reason.' (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon, NT 2138)
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They keep their emotions of pride and always being even in the background and instead seek to
be easy to change it there is no reason to hold on to something. Multitudes of things are expedients
and can be let go if need be. Paul speaks of this in Romans 14 and 1Cor 8-10. We can allow our
liberties to be ignored in order to be a blessing to others. 

We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. Rom. 15:1-3

Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not rather let yourselves be cheated? 8 No, you
yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these things to your brethren! 1Cor. 6:7-9

You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.'  39 But I tell you not to
resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.  40 If
anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.  41 And whoever
compels you to go one mile, go with him two.  42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants
to borrow from you do not turn away. Mt. 5:38-41

full of mercy 

The term “full” strengthens the term mercy:

“mestos... full... in reference to persons whose minds are as it were filled with thoughts and emotions
either good or bad...” (Thayer, 402; 3324)

mestos probably akin to a root signifying "to measure," hence conveys the sense of "having full
measure," (a) of material things, a vessel, John 19:29; a net, 21:11; (b) metaphorically, of thoughts and
feelings, exercised ((from Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:3324)

If we are filled with the wisdom from above we have as much mercy as is possible at all times. 

“eleos... mercy; kindness or good will toward the miserable and afflicted, joined with a desire to relieve
them; 1. of men towards men... 2. of God towards men... 3. the mercy of Christ, whereby at his return
to judgment he will bless true Christians with eternal life... (Thayer, p. 203-204; 1656)

“In Greek, eleos(mercy) is a pathos(strong emotion),  ...the emotion roused by contact with an affliction
which comes undeservedly on someone else. ... in the face of the unfortunate this emotion is an eleein
which includes the elements of both awe and mercy... in this sense of mercy, sympathy is very
common. (Kittel Vol 2 p. 477-487)

The easiest way to remember this term is that it is the feelings of kindness and good will toward
those who are in need of it, joined with a compelling desire to do something to help them. If it lacks
the former part of the definition, it is hypocrisy. If it lacks the latter, it is only pity or compassion, but
it cannot become mercy until the person helps. 

and good fruits, 

The term “good” is different from the one used in verse 13. This one is defined: 

“agathos... excelling in any respect, distinguished, good. It can be predicated of persons,
things, conditions, qualities and affections of the soul, deeds, times and seasons.... 1. of good
constitution or nature... 2. useful, salutary... 3. of the feeling awakened by what is good,
pleasant, agreeable, joyful, happy... 4. excellent, distinguished... 5. upright, honorable...
upright, free from guile, particularly from a desire to corrupt the people... pre-eminently of God,
as consummately and essentially good... The neuter used substantively denotes 1. a good
thing, convenience, advantage, ... 2. what is upright, honorable, and acceptable to God... “
(Thayer, p. 2-3; 18)

The wisdom from above brings about that which excels, is useful, pleasant, joyful, and excellent.
The fruits of this wisdom are good. There is little difference between good fruits and good works
and the Scriptures are filled with commands for us to be busy in such things. 

“who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His
own special people, zealous for good works. ... Titus 2:14

This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have
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believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable
to men. ... Titus 3:8

14 And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that they may not
be unfruitful. Titus 3:14

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them. Eph 2:10

without partiality 

Since this is the only time in the NT where this word is used, and it has two different senses, there
has been some variation in the translation: The ASV uses “without variance,” the NASB,
“unwavering,” and the ESV/NIV, “impartial.” It is defined: 

“adiakritos... This is found from the time of Hippocrates (d. 356 B.C. ), also as an adverb. It is
much used in various senses. Basic distinction should be made between the passive senses:
"indistinguishable," "imprecise," "obscure," and the active "not differentiating," "impartial," "of
one mind," "without distinction." Its only occurrence in the NT is at James 3:17. ... It means
"without doubts and hypocrisy." A passive sense is not suitable, nor is "without division," i.e.,
undeviating ...” (Kittel, TDWNT, 87) 

“adiakritos... primarily signifies "not to be parted" (a, negative, and an adjectival form akin to
A), hence, "without uncertainty," or "indecision," James 3:17, KJV, "without partiality" (marg.
"wrangling"), RV, "without variance" (marg., "Or, doubtfulness Or, partiality"). (Vine's Expository
Dictionary NT 87) 

Since both the idea of “unwavering in mind,” and “impartial” are Scriptural concepts, we will look
at both of them. God has had a lot to say about partiality in judging and assessing others. 

You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many
to pervert justice. 3 You shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dispute. Ex. 23:2-3

'You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the person of the
mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your neighbor. Lev. 19:15-16

You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small as well as the great; you shall not
be afraid in any man's presence, for the judgment is God's. The case that is too hard for you, bring to
me, and I will hear it.' Dt. 1:17-18

You shall not pervert justice; you shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes
of the wise and twists the words of the righteous. 20 You shall follow what is altogether just, that you
may live and inherit the land which the Lord your God is giving you. Dt. 16:19-20

I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things
without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in
other people's sins; keep yourself pure. 1Tim. 5:21-22

but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. Jas. 2:9-10

If the term means “unwavering,” then the wisdom that comes from above has no ambiguity about
it. There is no uncertainty. You know exactly where the person who has it is standing, day after day.
They do not waver because they know whom they have believed. 

For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and
I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day. 2 Tim 1:12

More than this, it was this very unwavering faith that led God to account Abraham righteous and
if we do not waver it will be accounted to us also. 

And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God
through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that
what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore "it was accounted to him for
righteousness." 23 Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for
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us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who
was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. Rom 4:19-25 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. Heb.
10:23-24

and without hypocrisy. 

This term is defined:

“anupokritos... (a priv. and hupokrinomai, unfeigned, undisguised... “ (Thayer, 52; 505)

“anupokritos pertaining to being genuine and sincere, and hence lacking in pretense or show...” (Lou
& Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:505)

They never act. They never pretend. They are always open and genuine. They never disguise or
feign. 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Rom. 12:9

Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from
sincere faith, 6 from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, 1Tim. 1:5-7

Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren,
love one another from a pure heart. 1Pet. 1:22

The wisdom from above never finds that it needs to pretend and fake such conduct. It flows
naturally like a fountain from a pure heart. 

18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 

This is the third and last time James uses this term in his letter. Righteousness is the state of being
right with God because we are always treating others fairly and justly. We never want to take
something that belongs to them and always want to be a friend whom they can trust. When we
have the character where we never want ot be unfair and unjust to others we are sowing the
precious seed of righteousness which will always keep peace and harmony. 

by those who make peace. 

James uses the general word for working that results in a product here. Those under the wisdom
from above are seeking peace and trying to keep peace with everyone. 

My soul has dwelt too long With one who hates peace. 7 I am for peace; But when I speak, they are
for war. Ps 120:6-7

Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. Mt. 5:9

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as
much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Rom 12:17-18

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify
another. Rom. 14:19

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: Heb. 12:14

39


