Ephesians 5:1-

1 Therefore be imitators of God
The conjunction “therefore” can carry us all the way back to verse 17 of the previous chapter.

oun ... b: markers of result, often implying the conclusion of a process of reasoning - 'so, therefore,
consequently, accordingly, then, so then.' ...” Luke 11:28. (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:3767)

“oun... a conjunction indicating that something follows from another necessarily; ... drawing a conclusion
and in connecting sentences together logically, then, therefore, accordingly, consequently, these things being
so...” (Thayer, p. 463-464; 3767)

Like Peter’s warning against continuing the vain manner of life handed down from their fathers, the
Gentile lifestyle is not to be imitated. It was based on futility, ignorance and hardness of heart.

This | say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the
futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because
of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have
given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. Eph. 4:17-19

There was nothing worth imitating and continuing in from that source. It must be seen as part of the
old man that must be put off. In its place each disciple must learn to imitate God and not man. In
verse 24, he lays the groundwork for the words spoken here. The new man is based on God’s
character.

put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. Eph. 4:24
This is all very similar to the words in Romans in a similar transition from doctrine to practice there.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom. 12:2

The stark choices between lying and telling the truth, being angry but not sinning, stealing or giving
to those in need, quality of speech and relationship with the Holy Spirit all lead here.

God is now our example of follow.

mimeomai (NT:3401) imitate mimétés, ou (NT:3402) imitator ... 1. This word group appears only 11 times in the
NT, ... 2. The verb means imitate, emulate, follow after, with the acc. of the person or thing; i.e., it represents
the imitation of an example...” (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:3401)

miméomai, mid. deponent from mimos (n.f.), an imitator. To mimic, but in a good sense, to imitate, follow
as an example, with the acc. (2Th 3:7,9; Heb 13:7; 3 Jn 11)....” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3401)

We were created in His image and after His likeness. He is our Father and Creator, and His
expectation is that we would continue to be like Him. His eternal perfection as reflected in the
Scriptures must become our new standard to imitate and follow.

While living in the image and likeness of God, Adam and Eve used their emotions, their desires,
and their minds in exact accordance to what God desired and were imitators of Him. After the
knowledge of good and evil entered the world, man devised many ways to use emotions and lusts
that were contrary to the divine nature. When we must diminish the life of others and take from
them what we have no right to have in order to live our own life, we are far from the image and
likeness of God.

as dear children.

By grace, each sinner is baptized in Christ be omes Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:27-29), born again (Jn.
3:3-5), and adopted into the family of God (Gal 4:4-7; Rom. 8:15-17). We are here exhorted and
commanded (imperative mode) to join our own efforts to what the power of God has done. We
have been made God’s dear children by the love and mercy of God. That ought to motivate us to
act like the dear children God had Jesus die on the cross and pay for the gospel so He could
forgive us and restore us to that position. Think if it! From Children of wrath to God’s dear children.
What an amazing transformation.



we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ Eph.
2:3-5

We moved from enemies to beloved and esteemed children through God’s grace.

“‘agapetos,... beloved, esteemed, dear, favorite... (opposed to ethros, enemy Rom 11:28): is applied to
Christians as being reconciled to God and judged by Him to be worthy of eternal life... But Christians
bound together by mutual love, are agapetoi to one another... (Philem 16; 1 Tim 6:2); hence, they are dignified
with this epithet very often in tender address, both indirect (Rom 16:5,8; Col 4:14; Eph 6:21, etc.) and direct (Rom
12:19; 1 Cor 4:14; (Philem 2, Rec.); Heb 6:9; James 1:16; 1 Peter 2:11; 2 Peter 3:1...” (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon,
NT:27)

agape love (noun — NT:26), agapad love (verb — NT:25 agapetos (adjective NT:27) beloved, dear ... The three
words in this group occur in nearly all the writings of the NT and a total of 320 times in the NT. Agapao
occurs 143 times, ... agape occurs 116 times, ... agapetos a total of 61 times, (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:26)

Several times in the gospel the term "beloved son" is used by God to describe his feelings toward
Jesus. Now it applies to us also. Itis of great importance that all Christians learn to view themselves
as God's beloved and favorite children. The clearer a Christian is made to see this point the more
powerful this section of Scripture becomes. When one sees themselves as one of God's dear and
beloved children, it is difficult if not impossible to seek to continue to please him and retain this
wonderful relationship at all costs.

2 And walk in love,

The Scriptures use “walk” in the same way English speaking people use live.

peripated ... figuratively, "signifying the whole round of the activities of the individual life, whether of the
unregenerate, Eph 4:17, or of the believer,” (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4043)

“peripateo... to walk a. prop. to make one’s way, make progress, b. Hebraistically, to live... a. to regulate one’s
life, to conduct one’s self...” (Thayer, p. 504; 4043)

The benefit of looking at life as a walk is that it captures the thought of the gate we enter and the
path we walk (Mt 7:13-14). A walk must be carefully monitored forbidden paths, places, or attitudes
that would lead to sin and rebellion against God must not be entered. The word is used eight times
in this letter. Sometimes to prohibit a path and other times to recommend one.

you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, Eph. 2:2
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. Eph. 2:10
1, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called Eph 4:1
that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, Eph. 4:17

And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, Eph. 5:2

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light Eph. 5:8

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, Eph. 5:15

Under the Old Covenant it was the perfect word to emphasize fellowship with God and this moved
seamlessly into the New Covenant.

3 'If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them, ... 12 | will walk among you
and be your God, and you shall be My people. ... 21 'Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not willing to
obey Me, | will bring on you seven times more plagues, according to your sins. ... 23 'And if by these things you
are not reformed by Me, but walk contrary to Me, 24 then | also will walk contrary to you, and | will punish you
yet seven times for your sins. Lev. 26:3-24

Can two walk together, unless they are agreed? Amos 3:3

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But
if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1Jn. 1:6-7

He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 1Jn. 2:6

But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going,
because the darkness has blinded his eyes. 1Jn. 2:11




Every aspect of our relationship as a dear child of God is love. The decision to act in God’s best
interests and in the best interests of our neighbor will place us right in the center of imitating God.
God is love and if we don’t love, we don’t even know God at all.

Beloved, Ilet us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested
toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1Jn. 4:7-11

When one envelopes the conduct of their life in good will, affection and benevolent feelings toward
every person they come into contact with, then they have fulfilled this passage. It requires us to put
the best possible motive on all that others do, and that in spite of their attitude toward us, we always
return good for evil. It is the state of mind and heart that allows us to always look upon those who
come into our lives for no matter how short a time as worthy of our best efforts to help in any way
we can.

as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us,

As dear children, imitating God, we have Jesus as the template and example. In exactly the same
way and to the same degree that Jesus loved us and gave Himself for us. This is the standard and
scale that each disciple must use to assess their own imitation of God.

“kathos,...1. according as, just as, even as: in the first member of a comparison:...2. according as i.e. in
proportion as, in the degree that...3. since, seeing that, agreeably to the fact that.” (Thayer, p. 314; 2531).

“kathos; adv. from kata (2596), according to, and . . .
hés (5613), as. According as, equivalent to ...” “kathos according as i.e. in

(Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2531) . 3
_ D ) _ proportion as, in the degree that...
We should live our lives in love just as Christ

lived His life in love. His love was first seen
when He left heaven to take the form of a
servant and live His life to give Himself for us
(Phil 2:5-9). He sacrificed all that He had to
come and save us. No sacrifice is too much if
we use Him as our example.

This is captured in the term “gave up.”

paradidomi from para (3844), to the side of, over -
to, and didémi (1325), to give. To deliver over or ~=.  Himself
up to the power of someone. (Complete Word
Study NT 3860)

This is only one of many Scriptures that uses
what Jesus did for fallen man as the standard upon which our own conduct must be measured. The
full extent of this love was set forth earlier in the book.

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height-- 19 to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Eph. 3:17-19

The love that brought Jesus down to man in order that he might give himself up for us exceeds the
imagination. Remember what he endured in the garden of Gethsemane, what he endured at the
trials, at the scourging and on the cross.

an offering and a sacrifice to God

This is exactly what God’s dear and beloved children do. It is one of the reasons why God called
Jesus His beloved (dear) son. Jesus love led Him to sacrifice everything to become an offering and
sacrifice. Not for Himself, because He did not need this. He did it as a dear child of God to bring
blessings to others. He gave up His life in order to bring atonement and salvation. He was both an
offering and a sacrifice.



prosphora... This word has many meanings in classical literature as a noun correlative to the meanings of the verb
in the active, middle, or passive (65, 3 ff.), but none of these occurs in the NT. Here prosphora always means
"sacrifice (as gift or act),” a meaning first found in the LXX (Ps. 40:6) ... 2. In the NT prosphora is used both
for the Levitical offerings (Heb 10:5 quoting Ps 40:6; Heb 10:18; Acts 21:26; 24:17) and also for the sacrifice
of Christ (Heb 10:10,14; Eph 5:2; ® 67 , 11 ff.; VIII, 83, 12 ff.). It is also used in a transferred sense for the
offering or sacrifice of pagans won by and for the Gospel, Rom 15:16. ...” (Kittle, TDWNT NT:4376)

thusia primarily denotes "the act of offering™; then, objectively, "that which is offered” (a) of idolatrous
"sacrifice," Acts 7:41; (b) of animal or other "sacrifices," as offered under the Law, Mt 9:13; 12:7; ... (c) of
Christ, in His "sacrifice" on the cross, Eph 5:2; Heb 9:23, where the plural antitypically comprehends the various
forms of Levitical "sacrifices" in their typical character; 9:26; 10:12,26; (d) metaphorically, (1) of the body of the
believer, presented to God as a living "sacrifice," Rom 12:1; (2) of faith, Phil 2:17; (3) of material assistance
rendered to servants of God, Phil 4:18; (4) of praise, Heb 13:15; (5) of doing good to others and
communicating with their needs, Heb 13:16; (6) of spiritual "sacrifices" in general, offered by believers as
a holy priesthood, 1 Peter 2:5....” (Vines Expository Dictionary NT:2378)

Jesus in his great love for man offered himself as a sacrificial victim to God in behalf of all God's
children. It was neither easy nor pleasant for him to do either, but his love motivated him to so act,
and he has left us this as an example to follow. As noted in the definitions, we can add our own
sacrifices to His and become dear children as He was. We can offer “sacrifices:”

Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks
to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
Heb. 13:15-16

you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1Pet 2:5

Indeed | have all and abound. | am full, having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a
sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God Phil. 4:18

for a sweet-smelling aroma.

Just as Jesus did this for God, when we walk in love and thought making much smaller sacrifices
than Jesus can still send that sweet smelling aroma to God.

euddia, (NT:2175) pleasant odor osmé, (NT:3744) scent, aroma ... 1. eubdia occurs 3 times in the NT, twice (Phil
4:18; Eph 5:2) in the gen. construction osmé euddias, and once in 2 Cor 2:15 ... 2. The phrase osmé euddias,
is the LXX tr. of Hebrew "pleasing odor" (Gen 8:21; Lev 1:9,13,17, etc.). Paul uses the phrase in Phil 4:18
along with other sacrificial expressions to characterize the gifts with which the Philippians had supported
him as a spiritual sacrifice given to God: "l have a surplus, since | received your gifts from Epaphroditus, a
pleasing fragrance (osmén euddias), an acceptable sacrifice (thusia) pleasing to God (euarestos)... (Exegetical
Dictionary NT:2175)

The sweet smelling aroma of Christ's loving sacrifice should be of the greatest interest of the
Christian that he might imitate it in his own life. The odor of a sweet smell is an Old Testament
figure depicting the smoke that ascended up from the fire of sacrifice. It was not the smoke, but the
spiritual and emotional acts of the heart that God sought.

16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else | would give it; you do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart-- these, O God, You will not despise. Ps.
51:15-20

22 Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is
as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the
LORD, he also has rejected you from being king." 1Sam. 15:22-24

Jesus act of willing sacrifice of himself went up to God as an odor of a sweet smell to God.
Christians by walking in love and making sacrifices can offer up the same quality of sacrifices to
God.

3 But fornication

porneia ... occurs 26 times in the NT: 8 times with other vices, 3 times in Acts with “cultic commandments,” 6 times
in Paul (5in 1 Cor 5-7), and 7 times in Revelation. The related verb porneué occurs 5 times in Revelation and 3
times in Paul. 2. porneia means “prostitution, unchastity, fornication,” and is used “of every kind of unlawful sexual
intercourse” ... When used of sexual infidelity on the part of a married woman it means the same as “adultery,”

4



(Exegetical Dictionary, NT:4202)

Any form of sexual intercourse outside of the legitimate realm where God created it to be(i.e. in the
marriage relationship) is considered fornication. It is the most general of terms under which every
form of sexual immorality can be listed. Sexual intercourse between unmarried men and women
or boys and girls is fornication. Adultery is fornication. Bestiality is fornication. Homosexuality is
fornication. Incest is fornication. The only lawful means of sexual fulfillment under God's law can
be found on the marriage bed between those who have vowed their lives together. Any other form
of sexual activity outside of this covenant relationship of marriage is condemned as sin.

and all uncleanness

“akatharsia...uncleanness; a. physical... b. in a moral sense, the impurity of lustful, luxurious, profligate
living... used of impure motives...” (Thayer, p. 21; 167)

“akatharsia... any substance which is filthy or dirty- ‘filth, dirt, rubbish.’ ...’but inside they are full of dead
people’s bones and all kinds of filth’ Mt. 23:27...” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:167)

The clearest use of this term in the NT transfers the vileness of this uncleanness in describing the
tomb.

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear
beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 28 Even so you also outwardly
appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. Mt. 23:27-28

If the company this term keeps throughout the New Testament be a key, then this term refers to
primarily to sexual uncleanness. Note its position in the list of sins in other verses.

lest, when | come again, my God will humble me among you, and | shall mourn for many who have sinned before
and have not repented of the uncleanness, fornication, and lewdness which they have practiced. 2Cor 12:21

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, (Gal. 5:19).

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry. Col. 3:5

4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion
of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother
in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God
did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.8 Therefore he who rejects this does not reject man, but God,
who has also given us His Holy Spirit. 1Th. 4:4-8

From the context here as well as there, we are certainly safe to conclude that everything that stops
short of the actual act of fornication, but which takes in all the vile and filthy thoughts and actions
of mankind can be placed under the general heading of uncleanness. In our society much
uncleanness (the world calls this sex appeal) is used in advertizing on TV, and bill boards. In this
respect it is most difficult to see and stamp out because that which is common place becomes so
familiar that it is acceptable. The lewd clothes, the immodest actions and words, the filthy jokes,
the books and magazines, the nudity, adultery and fornication pictured on TV. Everything the falls
into to realm of sexual immorality but does not actually involve the act of sex on the part of an
individual still stands condemned by this term. If it is in the mind, but no accomplished by the body,
it is still wrong.

or covetousness,

Covetousness is the greedy desire to have what does not belong to someone. It is not the ambition
that sees what one doesn’t have and then works hard to gain it. This is the greed that wants what
another has, but which he has no right to possess. So Ahab coveted Naboth’s field, and David
coveted Uriah’s wife. In the context of fornication and uncleanness, this would be the lusting that
Jesus forbid in the Sermon on the Mount.

let it not even be named among you,

Except in the context of describing and explaining them as sinful and evil things that must be
removed from the life and heart of all of God’s dear children, these things should not even be
named. There is no purpose in discussing such evil activities. They should be so far from the lives
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and hearts of the brethren, that there is no need to discuss them. No one is interested in such vile
activities so they are not discussed. They are so vile and disgusting in the sight of God that he not
only does not wish them to be practiced, but not even to be even be named among those who are
called saints(sanctified set apart ones).

as is fitting for saints;

The term translated “fitting” is used in two different ways. It can mean something that stands out
and is conspicuous for being all that it should be or even more. That doesn'’t really fit here, but the
second meaning is that it is is all that it should be with nothing lacking. This is what God expects
to see in His saints.

“prépo. 1. to stand out, to be conspicuous, to be eminent; 2. to be becoming, seemly, fit...” (Thayer,
p. 535; 4341

Once again every disciple begins becoming a saint wholly by the grace of God. But God has
expectations of saints must make of themselves. Each saint needs to live up to his name and his
calling. Hold the name of one who is wholly consecrated and devoted to God brings obligations and
duties that extend far beyond God’s grace alone. Dear, beloved children who have become saints
must put off the old man and put on the new. They must begin to become consecrated and holy.
Saints are set apart for God, they are exclusively his. Because he is holy they too must be holy.

14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, "Be holy, for | am holy." 17 And
if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves
throughout the time of your stay here in fear; (I Pet. 1:14-17

One who is sanctified and set apart only to be used by God and seeking to be as holy as God is
holy has no business being involved in any of the things above. They are completely removed from
being as God would have us to be. They are a part of the world that we are to remove ourselves
from. Though a difficult task, and made more so by a corrupt generation, the Ephesians are warned
that they can have no part with these things.

4 neither filthiness,

This is a somewhat difficult term because it is only used here in the NT. The basic meaning is
simple. Something that is indecent and makes one ashamed of themselves. It is disgraceful and
is considered obscene. But in what realm? Is this coming from the previous section continuing the
sexual sins, or it is the first of the new section referring to words?

aischroétés, fem. noun from aischrés (150), indecent. Impropriety, a summarizing improper conduct whether in
action or word or even thought and intent; indecorum of any kind; conduct which when exposed by the light
makes the person ashamed of himself; ugly, shameful conduct of any kind; conduct which is contrary to a
person who follows after God (only in Eph 5:4)...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:151)

aischrotes "baseness" (from aischos, "shame, disgrace"), is used in Eph 5:4, of obscenity, all that is contrary
to purity. ...” (Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:151)

... Notes: (1) Broadly speaking, aischrotes signifies "whatever is disgraceful”; rhuparia, "that which is
characterized by moral impurity”, molumos, "that which is defiling by soiling the clean"; aselgeia, "that which is
an insolent disregard of decency." (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT 766)

Actually anything that brings shame and reproach if it be found out is behind this term.
nor foolish talking,

morologia, fem. noun from morolégos (n.f.), speaking foolishly, which is from mérés (3474), foolish, and 1égo
(3004), to speak. Foolish talking (Eph 5:4). Itis that type of speech which betrays a person as foolish. Besides
this word, there are two others that show the sins of the tongue; namely aischrologia (148), foul speech, and
eutrapelia (2160), the ability to extricate oneself from difficult situations with witty or clever words. (Complete Word
Study Dictionary: NT:3473)

morologia from moros, "foolish, dull, stupid,” and lego, is used in Eph 5:4; it denotes more than mere idle "talk."
(Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:3473),

For you put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts



himself, if one strikes you on the face. 21 To our shame | say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever
anyone is bold — I speak foolishly — I am bold also. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So
am |. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am |. 23 Are they ministers of Christ? — | speak as a fool — 2 Cor
11:20-23

I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled me. For | ought to have been commended by you; for
in nothing was | behind the most eminent apostles, though | am nothing. 2 Cor 12:11

Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; When he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.
Prov. 17:28

Even when a fool walks along the way, He lacks wisdom, And he shows everyone that he is a fool. Eccl.
10:3
In the Greek this word is literally moron talk. These are the idle words which will cause
condemnation, the words that we speak without thinking and yet which are full of folly and silliness
which if we were thinking clearly and soberly would never have come out of our mouth. talk which
is senseless and not productive of any good. Allow Mt 12:46 to guard you in this realm.

nor coarse jesting,

| have met many who have no qualms about telling jokes which if they were not spoken in joke form
they would never say. People who joke about things which are so sacred that they ought never to
be made into jokes. It is so easy to fall into this trap. We get a little lax or feeling fun and jovial and
we want to make a joke or say something funny. All Jokes which have at their expense the feelings
or esteem of another would fall here, all jokes of a sexual quality, or which poke fun at God, Noah,
Peter or any other Bible character of story even if told by a preacher which is shamefully too often
the case are not befitting. Any form of joke which does not fall under the category of love, of
righteousness, and of purity would also be categorized here.

eutrapelia, ... joking, idle/imprudent talk ... This noun was used literally and positively in the sense of "cleverness,
humor." Butin early Christian literature it is always negative: Eph 5:4, with aischrotés and mérologi/a ...” Exegetical
Dictionary NT:2160)

eutrapelia coarse jesting involving vulgar expressions and indecent content - 'vulgar speech, indecent talk.' ...
(Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:2160)

which are not fitting,

anéko from ana (303), up, and héko (2240), to come. To come up, come to, reach to, pertain, belong to. As an
impersonal verb, .... anéko belongs, it is fit, proper, becoming (Col 3:18). What is fit, becoming (Eph 5:4; Philem
8)....” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:433)

Instead of befitting a saint(5:3), these are not fitting for anyone. Such words do not come up to the
standards of a saint.

”

but rather giving of thanks.

“mallon... more, to a greater degree; rather; 1. When added to verbs and adjectives it denotes increase, a
greater quantity, a larger measure, a higher degree, more, more fully... b. In comparison it often so stands that
‘than before’ must be mentally added,[A.V. the more, so much the more], ... 2. it marks the preference of one
thing above another, and is to be rendered rather, sooner... “ (Thayer, p. 387-388; 3123).

This is the type and quality of speech which should proceed out of the mouth of all beloved children
of God. Instead of getting together with others and allowing frivolity and silliness to take control, be
in control by offering thanks to God will guard against many of these foolish and hurtful things.
Song, prayer and praise will do much to controlling the tongue. When it is so busy doing that which
is right it will not have too much opportunity to do that which is wrong.

5 For this you know,

ginosko ... appears a total of 222 times in the NT, gnésis appears 29 times... One learns or comes to know a fact from
information; it becomes (is) known (Mt 6:3; 12:15; ... [*he knew” = “he learned/perceived”; Lk. 1:4; 7:37; 24:18; ... “that you
may know,” i.e., see]; Phil 4:5 ... The information comes through letters (2 Cor 2:4 [“l wrote . . . to let you know”]; Phil 1:12
[‘l want you to know” = “| want to communicate to you”; ...” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1097; 1108)

ginosko... the intelligent comprehension of an object or matter, whether this comes for the first time, or comes afresh,
into the consideration of the one who grasps it (“to come to know,” “to experience,” “to perceive [again]’) or whether it is
already present (“to perceive”). (Kittel NT 1097)



gnaésis, fem. noun from ginosko (1097), to know. Knowledge. Present and fragmentary knowledge as contrasted with
epignaesis (1922), clear and exact knowledge which expresses a more thorough participation in the object or
knowledge on the part of the knowledgeable subject. ... (I) The power of knowing, intelligence, comprehension ... (Il)
Subjectively spoken of what one knows, knowledge ... (lll) Objectively spoken of what is [can be akh] known, the
object of knowledge, generally knowledge, doctrine, science (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:1108)

Perceiving ye know, this understanding ye know. This is something that you know so well that there
just isn't any way that any true knowledgeable child of God could miss this point.

that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,

Paul here lists some of the ones he has mentioned above with one exception. He now adds that
any one who is involved with covetousness is also involved in idolatry. there is no way for a
covetous man to escape this charge as well. He has replaced the superstitions of the heathen with
their rituals and statues for a more tangible but no less powerful God. How many have sacrificed
wives, children, and souls to the god of money. This vicious taskmaster takes all that one can give
by way of effort and gives nothing in return. Like any other addiction it becomes ever stronger and
more powerful as it gives less pleasure in return.

has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

“kleronomia... 1. An inheritance, property received (or to be received) by inheritance... 2. What is given to one as
a possession... a. Eternal blessedness in the consummated kingdom of God which is to be expected after the
visible return of Christ... b. The share which an individual will have in that eternal blessedness... (Thayer, P.
349;2817)

Mark this down and never forget it. Though Satan would love to have us see it otherwise it is time
to take of the mask and see things clearly. Those who will not break off with the sins listed above,
in spite of their baptism and in spite of whatever they do in the church of Jesus Christ cannot barter
away the damning effects of these sins. Those who involve themselves in these will not be there
when Christ delivers the kingdom of God(l Cor 15:24). They will not live to see the great
consummation when the saints of God are led into the new heavens and new earth. They will be
cast into the lake of fire. If that scares you like it ought to, leave these wicked and evil practices
alone. Put them to death, pluck them out and cut them off and cast them from you.



Eph 5:6-
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words,

This is one of the most prominent and useful tools of the false teacher. Because there are many
who want to keep indulging in the lusts of the flesh after they become a Christian, those who will
find a way to do so are often very popular.

For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who
turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. Jude 1:4

There are some with itching ears who long to hear these things preached, but they are only great
words of emptiness.

Forthe time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from
the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 2Tim. 4:3-4

For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through
lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty,
they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into
bondage. 2Pet. 2:18-19

But don't allow anyone to deceive you into believing something that is so obviously untrue. This
term carries not only the act of deception and beguiling with lies and false promises, but also the
results of being cheated. The term "deceive" is defined:

apate "deceit or deceitfulness" (akin to apatao, "to cheat, deceive, beguile"), that which gives a false
impression, whether by appearance, statement or influence, is said of riches, Matt 13:22; Mark 4:19; of sin,
Heb 3:13. The phrase in Eph 4:22, "deceitful lusts," KJV, "lusts of deceit," RV, signifies lusts excited by "deceit,"
of which "deceit" is the source of strength, not lusts "deceitful" in themselves. In 2 Thess 2:10, "all deceit of
unrighteousness," RV, signifies all manner of unscrupulous words and deeds designed to "deceive" (see
Rev 13:13-15). In Col 2:8, "vain deceit" suggests that "deceit" is void of anything profitable. (Vine's Expository
Dictionary NT:539),

The devil is a liar from the beginning and as a result of those lies he also became a murderer,
because the end result of those lies was to cheat them into doing what would bring their death.
That’'s why they are empty words. They have no substance or reality to them. When Satan said
“you shall not surely die” contradicting God they had no substance and they died.

kenos outside the NT. ... 1. Lit. “empty,” “without content,” ... 2. Fig. a. of persons, “hollow,” “vain,” ... In
bibilical Gk. the moral element becomes stronger. ... not just foolish and vain but useless and careless
persons ... “frothy,” “frivolous,” ...” (Kittel, TDWNT NT:2756)

kenos ... |. of things, empty, opposed to full ... 2. metaph. empty, vain, ... to no purpose, in vain, ...1l. of
persons,1. c.gen.void, destitute, bereft, ... Soph.: -empty of wit, empty-headed, (Liddell and Scott, Abridged
Greek Lexicon. NT 2756)

God’s word is truth. Any words that deny that are empty. As Jesus so powerfully stated, even if you
reject them and refuse to believe them, on the last day they will be true and they will be our judge.
Anything that contradicts them is the wrong answer that, in spite of all the warnings will cheat and
beguile.

He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him — the word that | have spoken will
judge him in the last day. Jn. 12:48

for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

With the common gar - for - the reason or cause of the previous statement is not given.”
Regardless of the deception, in the end, it will bring the wrath of God. The ground or reason for this
(“dia - on account of”). Although the immediate context is “fornication, all uncleanness or
covetousness.” It is also true of everything beginning in 4:13 to here.

While the term “wrath” is used as an emotion both by God and man, man’s wrath is tainted by sin
and selfishness and therefore can’t be used as an exact template to understand the wrath of God.
One passage stands out to emphasize this.



So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man
does not produce the righteousness of God. Jas. 1:19-20

Hence, though these definitions will help us
understand our own wrath and how it operates, we
will need to filter it through revelation in the word of
God to get a more accurate picture.

orgé ... natural impulse or propension: one's temper,
temperament, disposition, nature, Il. passion, anger, wrath,
Hdt., Soph., etc... 3. anger against a person or at a thing,
(Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:3709)

“orge,...(fr orgao to teem, denoting an internal motion,
esp that of plants and fruits swelling with juice... the natural
disposition, temper, character; movement or agitation of soul,
impulse, desire, any violent emotion, but esp. (and chiefly in
Attic) anger. In bibl. Grk. anger, wrath, indignation... anger
exhibited in punishing, hence used for the punishmentitself...
The orge attributed to God in the N. T. is that in God which

Lifespan and Characteristics
of thumos (Anger) and orge (Wrath)

Shared
attributes

orge
wrath

anger
thumos

Blind Rage Man’s
(loss of reason) Malice
/ Hatred
Vengeance
Indignation Righteous
Tribulation Judgment

Forgotten
Completely

stands opposed to man’s disobedience, obduracy(esp in resisting the gospel) and sin, and manifests itself in punishing
the same... wrath, outburst of anger,... to provoke, arouse to anger; pass. to be provoked to anger, be angry, be

wroth,;...” (Thayer, p. 452; 3709)

God’s wrath always precedes judgment and punishment. It is always kindled by man’s rebellion.
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who

suppress the truth in unrighteousness, Rom 1:18-19

This wrath is to be feared and dreaded. While we only dimly reflect it in our own heart, we
understand enough about it to see the power of this passage.

since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who
are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire
taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from

the glory of His power, 2Th. 1:6-10

The chart seeks to illustrate the difference between man’s wrath and God’s wrath. Man’s wrath that
lasts beyond “don’t let the sun go down on your wrath,” is always sinful and wrong. God’s wrath
abides on all who refuse to repent, to obey the truth and the gospel and must be contained and

removed by men.

God’s wrath comes with vengeance, punishment and everlasting destruction. When this great and
powerful emotion is unleashed upon mankind, it will be a terrible thing to behold. The cause of this
wrath is to be found in the things listed above. Forget how the world views these things, forget how
insignificant they seem to be in your own mind. These are the things that make God terribly angry

and which will bring his wrath on mankind.

How can anyone deceive us with empty words that it is ok for us to do them as his children when
they are the very things that bring his wrath on all men. If it brings his wrath out upon the sons of
disobedience, do we think we will be exempt from it ourselves?

7 Therefore do not be partakers with them.

Therefore (this is what follows and should be understood and acted upon). It necessarily follows
that since God's beloved children know that these things make their Father angry, they will not
partake in them. "Partake" is clearly a synonym of fellowship. When those partaking in things that
bring the wrath of God no disciple will be present sharing in it in any way.

metechd, metoché metochos, summetochos ... metechein always means "to have a share in" ... metoché means
"participation," metochos "participant,” and summetechein "to share with." ...” (Kittel, TDWNT NT:3353)

summetochos "partaking together with" (sun, "with," and participant sharer associate), is used as a noun, a
joint partaker, Eph 3:6, RV, "fellow partakers" ... (Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:4830),
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Yet it goes deeper than even fellowship. Christians must educate their minds to the point where
there is not even a desire to be a part of it or accept it.

And He called to the man clothed with linen, who had the writer's inkhorn at his side; 4 and the Lord said to him,
"Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men
who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it." ...6 Utterly slay old and young men,
maidens and little children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; Ezek. 9:3-4

who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not
only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. Rom. 1:32

8 For you were once darkness,

The concept of darkness first, then the creation of light afterward was first described in the creation
recorded in Genesis. This became the perfect vehicle to describe those who serve God and seek
their light from Him and those who reject that light. Sin and darkness go hand in hand because if
anyone could see sin for what it truly is they wouild flee from it in complete disgust. But because
our flesh lives in the darkness of ignorance and temporary pleasure, the darkness is preferred.

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not comprehend it. Jn. 1:4-5

And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light,
lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be
clearly seen, that they have been done in God." Jn. 3:19-21

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life." Jn. 8:12

I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. Jn. 12:46

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1Jn. 1:5-7

Those in the darkness do not know they are in that darkness so Jesus bids His disciples take a
careful inventory of their convictions and views. It just may be that the very things we think are light
are actually darkness.

The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light.
But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 Therefore take heed that the light which
is in you is not darkness. 36 If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be
full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light." Lk. 11:34-36

"The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if
your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness,
how great is that darkness! Mt. 6:22-23

but now you are light in the Lord.

This was the promise Jesus made before His death. Those in the darkness who come to Him and
believe do not remain in darkness. They becomes sons of light.

Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness
overtake you;, he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have the light,
believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." Jn. 12:35-36

This is exactly what has occurred at Ephesus. These disciples had heard the truth, come to the light
and now have actually become light. Each disciple becomes light as he begins to learn the truth
and live it. Being light implies that they have knowledge, purity, and that which has nothing to be
ashamed of and hence is done in the light of day. There is no excuse for them to go back and be
what they were before, and no excuse will be accepted.

Walk as children of light

Beginning with John the Baptists’ “offspring of vipers,” the concept of a characteristic being
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personified by being a son, child, or offspring of it was set forth. There are many examples of this
in the Scripture.

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 2Th. 2:3

among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and
of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. Eph. 2:3

In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness
is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 1Jn. 3:10

"But come here, You sons of the sorceress, You offspring of the adulterer and the harlot! 4 Whom do you
ridicule? Against whom do you make a wide mouth And stick out the tongue? Are you not children of
transgression, Offspring of falsehood, 5 Inflaming yourselves with gods under every green tree, Slaying the
children in the valleys, Under the clefts of the rocks? Isa. 57:3-5

9 (for the fruit of the Spirit (light ASV, NAS, ESV)

There is some question in the manuscripts. It is not a major problem as both the fruit of the Spirit
and the fruit of the light are Scriptural ideas. There is nothing new or distinctive either way. It is
difficult to see how phos which had been used twice was changed to pneuma, unless the fruit of
the Spirit was on the mind of the transcriber. The weight of the manuscripts has led all translations
after the KJV and NKJV to use “fruit of the light.”

Like “son of’ or “child of,” “fruit of’ also indicates the type of tree. Everything produces after its kind.
Since there is no strong reason to reject or accept either, the strength of the manuscripts which
have them ought to be considered. Aland gives to the translation light a [B] rating. See Aland Greek
New Testament p. x. Light produces fruit. Just as a cherry tree produces only cherries, or an apple
tree produces only apples. A child of light can only produce the fruits of life. Other fruits mean one
is of another tree. Jesus said: By their fruits you shall know them.

is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth).

The moral quality of goodness (agathosune) conveys what excels, is distinguished, excellent,
upright and honorable. But only in the context of righteousness and truth. Both righteousness and
truth can only be found in God. God defines them and reveals them. Light can only be seen by
what it reveals. Here light can only reveal what is good, just, righteous and true. If it is not among
these things, it is darkness.

10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

Finding out is a word that describes a conclusion based on testing, examining. It is not something
that happens without great deliberation and effort.

“dokimazo... to try 1. to test, examine, prove, scrutinize (to see whether a thing be genuine or not), as metals...
2. to recognize as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy.” (Thayer p. 154; 1381).

dokimazo ... to try to learn the genuineness of something by examination and testing, often through actual
use - ‘to test, to examine, to try to determine the genuineness of, testing.’ ‘I bought five pairs of oxen and am
on my way to test them out’ Luke 14:19; ‘everyone should examine himself, and then eat the bread and drink from
the cup’ 1 Cor 11:28. ‘being tested severely by the troubles’ 2 Cor 8:2. ‘the testing of your faith produces
endurance’ James 1:3. ‘when your fathers tested and tried (me) Heb 3:9. (Lou & Nida Greek-English Lexicon
NT:1381)

To see the breadth of this term look at some of the other places it is used. No stone must be left
unturned. Everything must be tested to be certain is the will of God, good and of God.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may PROVE
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom. 12:2

TEST all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 1Th. 5:21

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but TEST the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world. 1Jn. 4:1

Here the proving centers on pleasing. It must be tested and only when it is determined to be well
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pleasing to the Lord to think, speak or do will the genuine disciple walking in the light move forward
with it. We must know that God will be pleased and happy with our choice.

euarestos, adjective from eu (2095), well, and aréské (700), to please. Well-pleasing, acceptable. Used with
reference to God, that which God wills and recognizes (Rom 12:1,2; Eph 5:10; Phil 4:18; Col 3:20; Heb 13:21);
to persons (Rom 14:18; 2 Cor 5:9); concerning slaves ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2101)

euarestos pleasing, pleasant ... There are 9 occurrences in the NT, of which 5 are in Paul. The word is
widespread in Koine, but rare in the LXX (only in Wisdom 4:10; 9:10). In the NT it is used almost exclusively of
deeds that are pleasing to God or Christ: Rom 12:1: ... , of the living and holy sacrifices of the bodies of
believers Rom. 14:18); further Phil 4:18; 2 Cor 5:9 ... Eph 5:10; Col 3:20 ...” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:2101)

This passage sums up in one verse all that Paul had said in 4:17-24. They were told there not to
walk as the other Gentiles walk, no longer to use their lifestyle and manner of life as the standard
by which to judge their own. They were to take on a higher and greater standard. They were to be
renewed in the spirit of their minds and put on the new man. This verse captures the new man and
the renewed mind. When a Christian begins testing and proving everything in their life, determining
whether they are truly acceptable to the Lord or not, and rejecting all that cannot be proven
pleasing and considering as approved all those things that pass this test, they have a renewed
mind and have put on the new man. This is the new man.

There is a very important consideration. Most people will do what they want to do and if they are
confronted want it to be proven that there is something wrong with it. Unless it can be proven
beyond a shadow of doubt to them from the Scriptures they will continue to do it.

The Holy Spirit here reveals a much higher and more accurate standard. It is not left to other to
prove something is wrong a child of light wants to prove what is right with it. This obviously
demands more time and effort, but guarantees a much more accurate and well pleasing to God
outcome.

No one should have to prove that something is wrong to keep a Christian from engaging in any
activity. Instead it should be the goal of all to know what is right with something and what makes
that thing acceptable to the Lord. Before engaging in any questionable activity the Christian needs
to prove to themselves it is right and not wait for someone to prove it is wrong. This places the
burden safely on our shoulders. While sermons condemning drinking alcohol, dancing, gambling,
immodesty are helpful, the fact that they are questionable means that it is an obligation to each
Christian to be albe to prove it is right. When a Christian asks "what is wrong with it," they are
asking the wrong question. They need to be asking what is right with it.

The attitude of what is wrong puts God and His word in the defensive position. Yet it is not God’s
duty to prove the things condemned in His word are wrong. Itis up to us to accept it in the broadest
way possible and then searching the Scriptures carefully see if we are being too meticulous and
other things can be done.
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Eph 5:11-

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10
finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.

11 And have no fellowship

Fellowship is participation and joining in. Those who put their efforts into an activity or endeavor.
The Christian is always in the middle. In the light but near the darkness. As long as they remain in
the light, they are children of God and their efforts are being put forth to bring that light and
participate in the light. Yet the evil companions of work, school, family, hobbies and commerce are
always putting pressure to participate with them.
sugkoinénéd, from sun (4862), with, and koinonéo (2841), to partake. To participate in something with
someone. In the NT, ... as a strengthened form of koin6néo, to have in common (Eph 5:11; Phil 4:14 [cf.

4:15]; Rev 18:4). To be a partaker or sharer together with others, a fellow or joint partaker (Complete Word
Study Dictionary: NT:4790)

God expects those with enough faith to see this and enough love to care to have no part in bringing
forward the darkness. First, all things must be proved and tested to be seen clearly.

Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 1Th. 5:21-22

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom 12:2

There must be no participation. Not actively or in the mind. The fellowship in God’s eyes is not just
action. It is also in heart. The attitude toward them is alo critical. Are they disgusting and unclean
to us or are they tempting and bring pleasure. Although men make them respectable by continued
practice, God’s people reject any form of acceptance.

who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only
do the same but also approve of those who practice them. Rom. 1:32

put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it."
Ezek. 9:4

There is a great responsibility within this passage. We are changing allegiance, family, and nation.
All that is vain and worthless must be banished.

with the unfruitful works of darkness,

God plans and expectations are in the light and eternity is waiting for those who walk in the light.
Those things that are misused in greed and selfishness are in the darkness. There is no good fruit
in the things of darkness. They only bring wrath from God. Christians must learn to see things as
they are in the light are to have no fellowship in such things. There is no benefit or value to them.
They bring no lasting fruit except that which brings shame and destruction.

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then
in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been
set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom. 6:20-23

but rather expose them.

The term "expose" is much more involved than simply bringing things out in the open. This term
is much stronger. Itis an exposure, but it also includes “convicting refuting, confuting, generally with
a suggestion of the shame of the person.”

“elegcho... 1. to convict, refute, confute, generally with a suggestion of the shame of the person
convicted... fina of crime, fault, or error; of sin... contextually, by conviction to bring to light, to expose... 2. to find
fault with, correct; a. by word; to reprehend severely, chide, admonish, reprove... contextually, to call to
account, show one his fault, demand an explanation... b. by deed; to chasten, punish...” (Thayer's Greek
Lexicon, NT:1651)

14



Once convinced something is evil, it becomes a duty to convince others. It is not enough for the
Christian to live above the world. Letting one’s light shine also includes subtly or even strongly
revealing that such activity is wrong. This is what John the Baptist did with Herod and his wife
whom he had no right to have. This is what Paul did in the Corinthian letters. This is what Jesus
did to the Pharisees and other leaders of the Jewish nation.

This is what the Old Testament prophets did to the people who were living in their day. Often this
will not make one the most popular of individuals, but it will make one submissive to the Lord. Yet,
when we publicly commits ourselves to what is right, it become much more difficult to become
involved or fellowship.

Yet it is even deeper than this. Not only must we convince others, but we must also convince
ourselves. Often the doors opened prior to conversion have completely changed the perspective
of the participant about the sins they are committing. When evil lusts are activated they must not
remain in the heart, but to do so they must be exposed and bring shame and disgust. This sounds
simple and straightforward but it is not. Jesus warned of this. We can quote it and read it, but it may
not truly be enlightening our own eyes.

"The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But
if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how
great is that darkness! Mt. 6:22-23

The lamp above is the attitudes and perspectives we have formed. The things that have been
tweaked and twisted by sin are often very difficult to see clearly. But as long as they are blurred,
there is still darkness within. Each Christian must take all the Scriptures on a blurred vision and use
them to clear up sight and return to the light. Scripture will expose and reveal these things to us,
but what we do with it is the key.

The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? Jer. 17:9

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb.
4:12

12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.

The shame that should be generated by such activities is often lacking by those who participate in
them. They are done in the darkness and in secrecy because they know others would not approve.
They may feel no shame, but they will. When they are shown on the day of judgment there will be
great shame and consternation.

"aischros... (fr. aischos baseness, disgrace), base, dishonorable ..." (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:149)

There is an important thought here. Sermons, classes and conversations about sin must be limited.
There are things that are shameful even to speak about. We must respect the purity of those minds
who have not been sullied with such knowledge. They must be defined and fully understood, but
the “gory details” must be left unsaid and unspoken. of. They are so corrupt, so ungodly and vile
that they cannot even be spoken of without improper things entering into the mind of the hearers.

The knowledge of evil is fraught with peril and danger to the one who seeks to know them too
intimately either through idle curiosity, or craving lust. Some seek for knowledge and end up forever
caught in its net. Hence do not seek to fully to know the ways of sin or of the sinner.

13 But all things that are exposed

The Scriptures themselves will shine a light upon them. They do not need to be thoroughly
understood, the word of God will expose them. This is the same word used in the previous verse.
Scripture will chide, rebuke, admonish, and reprove. We don’t need graphic explanations sullying
the mind. Itis enough to let the light shine on it and allow the exposure recorded in Scripture to lead
to the shame and repentance.

are made manifest by the light,
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The light will make it manifest in such a way that those practicing it will be aware of the character
of what they do. The Holy Spirit has already done His work.

“phaneroo,... to make manifest or visible or known what has been hidden or unknown, fo manifest, whether by
words, or deeds, or in any other way... to make known by teaching... b. with an acc of the person, fo expose
to view, make manifest, show one ... Pass. to become known, to be plainly recognized, thoroughly
understood...” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:5319)

The light of God's word is all that is necessary to bring it out in the open where all can see it for
what it is.

"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 "But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds
may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God." Jn. 3:19-21

for whatever makes manifest is light.

This is a universal statement, but the reference is to those things that reveal what is done in the
darkness. The first time this became true was in the beginning. First, there was darkness, then God
made light, but allowed darkness to continue to exist. With the clear example of day and night we
gain the perfect understanding of what is said here. At night, nothing can be seen clearly and some
things not at all. When darkness is complete and nothing can be seen, nothing is manifest.

The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. Gen. 1:2

Then God said, "Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good; and God
divided the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. Gen. 1:3-5

When the sun rises, all that changes. Everything becomes manifest and clear. That is what light
does.

In this context we have exactly the same truth. When sin entered the world, the possibility of
spiritual and moral darkness began. Before Jesus entered this world, this darkness reigned over
the Gentiles and most of Israel. When the light appeared, the difference between light and
darkness could be seen. First, it was Jesus.

Foritis the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2Cor. 4:6

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice
the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1Jn. 1:5-7

Today there is only one thing that can make manifest and expose. It is God’s inspired word.
Everything that it reveals is light.

14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead,

The closest passages that say similar things as here are found in Isaiah.

Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over you, And His glory
will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising. Isa
60:1-3

In Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt in
the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. Isa 9:1-2

It is evident that these are not exact quotes, but only similar thoughts. There is much difference of
opinion on the source of this passage. There is no compelling reason to conclude this is prophecy.
It may only be a statement from God, Christ or the Holy Spirit.

There are broad truths here. Each disciple rises from the dead when he obeys to gospel and is
baptized. (Rom. 6:3-5). While sleeping there are realities one is unaware of until awakened. The
relationship between darkness and light and being asleep and awake are also brought to the
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attention of the Thessalonians. As sons of light and day, Christians are to have no relationship with
the night or darkness. The connection between sleeping and drunkenness is also made.

You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not
sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and
love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 1Th. 5:4-9

Similar things are said to the Romans. The sleep that characterizes those who are still unaware of
their darkness must be removed. Christians must be awake and sober.

And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep;, for now our salvation is nearer than
when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and
drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. Rom. 13:9-13

With all these thoughts in mind, the passage is clear. Having been raised from the dead in baptism
and given the light of God’s word to bring us truth, we must take full advantage of it. We must not
squander this opportunity.

and Christ will give you light."

Jesus’ light giving qualities are extolled many times in Scripture. From the very beginning of His
ministry through to its end and after the ascension, it is to Him that we are to look for the needed
light by which to live our lives and save our souls.

"The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles:
15 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and
shadow of death light has dawned.' Mt. 4:14-15.

Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life." Jn. 8:12

Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest
darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. 36 While you have
the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light." Jn. 12:35-36

15 See then that you walk circumspectly,

Then (oun - therefore something follows from another necessarily). With spiritual and moral
darkness and light intermixed, it is necessary to walk carefully, accurately Since "walk" refers to the
regulation of one's life and one's conduct, each step must be carefully weighed and examined.
Circumspectly, (others translated carefully), is a term of precision and accuracy. There are many
things in the world that require exact and precise calculations and careful and exacting methods.
“Accuracy as the outcome of carefulness.”

akribds ... pertaining to strict conformity to a norm or standard, involving both detail and completeness -
'accurate, accurately, strict, strictly (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon, NT:199)

akribds is correctly translated in the RV of Luke 1:3, "having traced the course of all things accurately" (KJV,
"having had perfect understanding"). It is used in Matt 2:8, of Herod's command to the wise men as to searching
for the young Child (RV, "carefully"; KJV, "diligently"); in Acts 18:25, of Apollos' teaching of "the things concerning
Jesus" (RV, "carefully"; KJV, "diligently"); in Eph 5:15, of the way in which believers are to walk (RV, "carefully";
KJV, "circumspectly"); in 1 Thess 5:2, of the knowledge gained by the saints through the apostle's teaching
concerning the Day of the Lord (RV and KJV, "perfectly"). The word expresses that "accuracy" which is the
outcome of carefulness. It is connected with akros, "pointed."...” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary, NT:199)

With an “old man” and “new man,” and “darkness” and “light,” it is critical that Christians know
exactly what they are doing, that they are accurate in their assessment of the things they do in light
of God's word, and that they manifest a diligence that God can see in seeking out this information.

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. 2Tim. 2:15
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There are so many sinful pitfalls and stumbling blocks laid in the path of those who seek to do what
is right.

Nothing is exempt. The way one talks, thinks, acts and lives are all suspect until they have been
assessed. Even after assessment it is of great importance that they be reassessed from time to
time lest we have been lulled into sleep in one way or another. No child of God should ever be
content until they have sought and searched diligently for the proper steps a Christian should take.
There is a broad path and a narrow one.

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. 14 "Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are
few who find it. Mt. 7:13-14

It is not safe to assume anything with such great issues involved.
not as fools but as wise,

With all these factors if one is not wise they will be a fool. It takes great wisdom and understanding
to be circumspect and careful. There are so many factors involved that even a few moments of
inattention can lead to disaster. Living in such world requires wisdom and skill. One must become
an expert in his own areas of weakness and strength.

“sophos... wise, i.e. a. skilled, expert... b. wise, i.e. skilled in letters, cultivated, learned... c. wise in a practical
sense, i.e. one who in action is governed by piety and integrity: Eph 5:15; Jas. 3:13;... d. wise in a philosophic
sense, forming the best plans and using the best means for their execution...” (Thayer, p. 582; 4680)

“sophos... properly, skilled in any handicraft or art, cunning in his craft, ... of a charioteer, Pind.; of poets and
musicians, Id.; of a soothsayer, ... 2. clever in matters of common life, wise, prudent, shrewd, ... 3. skilled
in the sciences, learned, profound, wise, Il. passive, of things, cleverly devised, ...” (Liddell and Scott Abridged
Greek Lexicon. NT:4680)

“sophos... pertaining to specialized knowledge resulting in the skill for accomplishing some purpose -
'skillful, expert.’ ... a person of professional or semi-professional status who is regarded as particularly
capable in understanding the philosophical aspects of knowledge and experience - ‘one who is wise, wise man.’
(Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:4680)

Without this wisdom, one can only be a fool. There is too much danger, too many traps and false
paths. To remain ignorant and unaware in such times is like someone who will drive down a
freeway with his eyes closed.

asophos, adj. from the privative “a” (alpha) (1), without, and sophds (4680), wise. Unwise, foolish (Eph 5:15), not
walking as God expects one to walk. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:781

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Redeem is used both of the redemption of our souls by Christ and the redemption of time by each
of us. It means to buy out, either out of some circumstance or to buy out by taking advantage of
an opportunity.

exagorazd, from ek (1537), out or from, and agorazé (59), to buy. To buy out of, redeem from. Used of our
redemption by Christ from the curse and yoke of the Law (Gal 3:13; 4:5). To redeem as spoken of time (Eph
5:16; Col 4:5). ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:1805

exagorazd redeem, buy up ... is used twice to demand the buying up of the time (Eph 5:16; Col 4:5); this
imperative use of the verb exagorazete ton kairon is derived from the wisdom tradition. In contrast to Dan 2:8 LXX
this does not mean "gain time for oneself," but rather buy up the time in taking advantage of all the
possibilities at hand, esp. with the double connotation of kairos as limited period of time (1Cor. 7:29) and
as decisive moment (e.g., Rom 13:11): the time given by God until the end of the world and the opportunity
that is offered which is not to be left unused. (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1805)

There are two words for time, the first takes in what we mean when we speak of time meaning the
passing of moments. The second term speaks more of a seasonable time. A finite amount of time
when something must be done. Planting time is not all year, but only at the best seasonable time
for each crop. As life unfolds, there are moments that will never come again. Moments when
something can be done, that can never be done later. Christians must be aware of these times and
use them wisely. Extracting the most that can be of each of these moments.
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kairos... lll.  of Time, the right point of time, the proper time or season of action, the exact or critical time,
Lat. opportunitas, ... to be in season, ... 2. adverbial usages, ... in season, at the right time, opportune, ... IV.
advantage, profit, fruit, ... (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:2540)

“kairos... 2. a measure of time; a larger or smaller portion of time; hence a. univ. a fixed and definite time:... b.
opportune or seasonable time... c. the right time... d. a (limited) period of time... e. as often in Grk. writ., ... is
equiv. to what time brings, the state of the times, the things and events of time...” (Thayer, p. 318-319; 2540)

Buying up opportunities. The man seeking goodly pearls sold all that he had and bought the one
which was of great price because he knew that he would not soon see the like of it again. Buying
up opportunities to serve the Lord are like that. The days we live in are evil and the opportunity to
do that which is good does not come often. When they do come Christians need to buy them up
and take full advantage of them. No child of God should ever let them pass by and forever lose
them. The major areas of such opportunities would be in the realms of evangelism, edification and
benevolence. When good opportunities arise to do these "good works" then we ought to take full
advantage of them.

Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always be with
grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. (Col. 4:5-6).

Eph 5:17-
17 Therefore do not be unwise,

Being unwise is a synonym for the term “fool”’ looking at it from the perspective of a lack of
understanding. Some of the things people do are senseless and without prudent reasons. It is a
“reckless and inconsiderate habit of mind.” Doing things that are unreasonable, lacking common
sense and reckless.

aphrén, adj. from the privative “a” alpha (1), without, and phrén (5424), understanding. Unwise, imprudent,
inconsiderate, foolish. In Luke 11:40, Jesus calls the ritualistic Pharisees fools (dphrones), because they thought
that, by doing something external, they could automatically gain favor with God. In Luke 12:20, Jesus calls the rich,
successful farmer a fool, aphrén, because he mistook success to be having all that he could get without thought
of others or what his own destiny would be after death. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:877)

aphron , NT:878) signifies "without reason” (a, negative, phren, "the mind"), "want of mental sanity and
sobriety, a reckless and inconsiderate habit of mind" (Hort), or "the lack of commonsense perception of
the reality of things natural and spiritual... or the imprudent ordering of one's life in regard to salvation”
(Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:878)
Momentary lapses in good judgment that leads to terrible and often eternal outcomes. David’s
watching a woman bathing, King Saul offering a burnt offering, Hezekiah’s allowing pride to nearly
lose his own soul. There are so many decisions that must be made quickly and some lead to
eternal shame. We must always keep in mind the wisest decision is the best decision.

but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Breaking down all the composite parts of what God has revealed and putting it together into an
organized whole allowing us to see clearly and to make good choices.

suniémi, from sun (4862), together or together with, and éimi [2447]), to send or put. To comprehend,
understand, perceive. The comprehending activity of the mind denoted by suniémi entails the assembling
of individual facts into an organized whole, as collecting the pieces of a puzzle and putting them together.
The mind grasps concepts and sees the proper relationship between them. (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:4920

suniemi primarily, "to bring or set together," is used metaphorically of "perceiving, understanding, uniting"
(sun), so to speak, the perception with what is perceived, (Vine's Expository Dictionary , NT:4920),

Taking all that God has revealed, seeking to understand the will of the Lord in every possible way
and then bringing our lives into harmony with it all takes great understanding. We must love the
truth, seek what is well pleasing to God and then assess our own character to be certain we are
doing what we ought to do. Without this, the will of the Lord may lie on a shelf somewhere in the
home, but it will exert little influence on the mind of the one who owns it. Each class and each
sermon a new opportunity to see more clearly, understand better and make changes.
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Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. Mt. 6:10

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. Mt. 7:21

For | have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. Jn. 6:38

And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said,
'l have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will. Acts 13:22

For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:
Heb. 10:36

And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 1Jn. 2:17
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation;

Wine removes the reason, one drink at a time. Most become legally drunk (.08) after 1 or 2 drinks,
but the drunkenness in Scripture begins before motor skills are impacted. Driving while impaired
(.05) is even further than the drunkenness condemned here. Drunkenness occurs the moment the
reason, inhibitions and will are impacted. That is an intangible moment no one can identify since
at that very moment we become too impaired to note or recognize it. This is why abstinence is the
only way to protect ourselves from this sin.

methusko ... méthu (n.f., see méthé) [3178]), wine. To make drunk. In the middle, to become drunk, be drunken,
get drunk. Used in an absolute sense (Luke 12:45, drinking and getting drunk; 1 Th 5:7).” (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:3182)

methuské (from methu) ... to intoxicate, make drunk; passive (cf. Winer's Grammar, 252 (237)) to get drunk,
become intoxicated:” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:3182)

methusko signifies "to make drunk, or to grow drunk” (an inceptive verb, marking the process or the state
of “be drunk with wine). "to become intoxicated," Luke 12:45; Eph 5:18; 1 Th 5:7” (Vine's Expository Dictionary,
NT:3182)

Drunkenness has a negative effect on the mind. It brings one into a state of mind where they can
no longer think clearly. They are under the influence of a drug that slows down the mental abilities
while it robs one of the integrity to do what is right. Any child of God who becomes drunk will do
things they would or could never otherwise do sober. It only takes one time! One who becomes
drunk loses his reason and leaves himself open to all types of terrible outcomes. One who engages
in it regularly will end in dissipation. This is a word nearly impossible to define in English. It has
been translated with “riot,” “dissipation,” “debauchery,” and “wild.” But none of these words is used
in common English in a general way and each takes in a larger realm than the Greek word they are
translating.

A careful reading of the definition bears this out. What do these things mean? What behavior is
under consideration? What must be done to have “incorrigibleness” an “abandoned”, “dissolute,”
life; what is “profligacy,” or “prodigality."
"asotia... (the character of an asofos, i.e. of an abandoned man, one that cannot be saved,... hence prop.
incorrigibleness), an abandoned, dissolute, life; profligacy, prodigality..." (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:810)

"asotia... The original meaning is a. "incurable”... to be hopelessly sick,... "then denotes b. "one who by his
manner of life, esp. by dissipation, destroys himself";... one who lives a wild and undisciplined life,"... In all
passages the word signifies wild and disorderly rather than extravagant or voluptuous living..." (Kittel, TDWNT,
NT:810)

Although it is a long definition, Trench helps us understand what is under consideration. One who
is “spending on his own lusts and appetites,” “laying it out for the gratification of his own sensual
desires.” “Also and chiefly, of a “dissolute, debauched, profligate manner of living.” “The waster
of his goods will be very often a waster of everything besides, will lay waste himself—his time, his
faculties, his powers; and, we may add, uniting the active and passive meanings of the word, will
be himself laid waste;

asotia and aselgeia It is little likely that he who is asotos will not be aselges also; but for all this asotia and

aselgeia are not identical in meaning; they will express different aspects of this sin, or at any rate
contemplate it from different points of view. asotia, a word in which heathen ethics said much more than they
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intended or knew, occurs thrice in the N. T. (Eph 5:18; Titus 1:6; 1 Peter 4) ... We have further the adverb asotos,
at Luke 15:13; and asotds once in the Septuagint (Prov 7:11). At Eph 5:18 we translate it ‘excess;’ in the other
two places, ‘riot,’ ... the Vulgate always by ‘luxuria’ and ‘luxuriose, words implying in medieval Latin a loose and
profligate habit of living which is strange to our ‘luxury’ and ‘luxuriously’ at the present: ... asotos is sometimes
taken in a passive sense, one who cannot be saved, ... or as we used to say, a ‘losel,’ a ‘hopelost’ ... the asotos
is one who himself cannot save, or spare, ... a ‘scatterling.’ ... But it is easy to see that one who is asotos,
in this sense of spending too much, of laying out his expenditure on a more magnificent scheme than his
means will warrant, slides easily, under the fatal influence of flatterers, and of all those temptations with which
he has surrounded himself, into a spending on his own lusts and appetites of that with which he parts so
freely, laying it out for the gratification of his own sensual desires. Thus the word takes a new colour, and
indicates now not only one of a too expensive, but also and chiefly, of a dissolute, debauched, profligate
manner of living; ... The waster of his goods will be very often a waster of everything besides, will lay
waste himself—his time, his faculties, his powers; and, we may add, uniting the active and passive
meanings of the word, will be himself laid waste; he at once loses himself, and is lost. ... aselgeia, then, and
asotia are clearly distinguishable; the fundamental notion of asotia being wastefulness and riotous excess;
of aselgeia, lawless insolence and wanton caprice. (Trench's Synonyms of the NT:810)

Not many who walk down the path of drunkenness return from it. Drunkenness is a sin; a sin which
clouds the thinking of the mind and judgement and leaves one wide open to any temptation that
comes along while under the influence of that stupor.

Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds without
cause? Who has redness of eyes? 30 Those who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine.
31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly; 32 At the
last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper. 33 Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will
utter perverse things. 34 Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea, Or like one who lies at
the top of the mast, saying: 35 "They have struck me, but | was not hurt; They have beaten me, but | did not feel
it. When shall | awake, that | may seek it yet again? Pr. 23:29-35

Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise. Pr. 20:1
but be filled with the Spirit,

There are to conjunctions that are translated “but.” This is the one that contrasts what is different,
contrasting and making a separation between this and the previous thought.

“alla ... The adversative particle alla is etymologically derived from allos. ...Therefore it actually means
differently and refers to that which is different, to contrasts, separations, and new beginnings. a) In most
cases alla means but ... e) When used for rhetorical intensification alla means indeed or “so indeed, and what
is more” ...” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:235)

What is the contrast here? Drunkenness removes our will and replaces it with something terrible.
By drinking wine, we submit ourselves to the influence and affects that will end in our destruction.

We can also/instead place ourselves under the influence of the Holy Spirit. That is the only point
of comparison. They both influence the will. The one to destruction and the other to eternal life.
After this is taken into account there is no other similarity between the two.

It should be the constant goal of the disciple to fill Himself with the Holy Spirit. If we follow the
progression of what the Scriptures reveal we can grasp and begin to fulfill this command
(imperative).

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; Jn. 16:13

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring
to your remembrance all things that | said to you. Jn. 14:26

But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. Rom. 8:9

For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. Rom. 8:13-14

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, Rom, 8:16-17

| say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that
you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Gal. 5:16-18
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that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit
in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; Eph, 3:16-17

These passages reveal that everything that brings us to God and leads us to restore the divine
nature is done by the Holy Spirit. God devised the plan. Jesus executed the plan. The Holy Spirit
revealed the plan and gave us all the instructions that will bring us back to perfection and holiness.
His primary method is the Word of God. This is how He guides, leads, teaches, dwells in, bears
witness, and strengthens with might. Like all authors, the book is sent out to influence the readers.
The more we read and apply, the more the author’s instructions will change our lives.

We fill ourselves with the Holy Spirit be allowing Him to guide, lead, teach, dwell within, bear
witness, and strengthen with might. As Paul revealed earlier in the book, it is when you read that
you perceive. The power of the Scriptures makes it sharper than any two-edged sword. It is living
and active with power.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first and also for the Greek. Rom. 1:16

For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard
from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively
works in you who believe. 1Th. 2:13

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb. 4:12

The more we fill ourselves with the Holy Spirit the more influence He will have within us. There is
no end to this filling. It will take a lifetime and beyond to take all that He has said and, filling
ourselves with Him make the changes that He can help us make. Changing attitudes and behavior,
and transforming us into the image of Christ.

‘pleroo, ...1. to make full, to fill, to fill up... to fill to the full... to cause to abound, to furnish or supply
liberally...2. to render full, 1. e. to complete; a. prop. to fill up to the top...so that nothing shall be wanting to
full measure, fill to the brim,... b. fo perfect, consummate... bb. to make complete in every particular; to render
perfect... c. to carry into effect, bring to realization, realize; a. of matters of duty, to perform, execute ... bb of
sayings, promises, prophecies, to bring to pass, ratify, accomplish; ... hh universally and absolutely, to fulfill, i.e.
to cause God'’s will (as made known in the law)to be obeyed as it should be, and God'’s promises (given through
the prophets) to receive fulfilment ...” (Thayer, p. 517-518; 4137).

The parallel passage in Colossians reveals the truth that has just been discussed.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Col. 3:16).

Letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly, and being filled with the Spirit are one and the same
idea. Since the Holy Spirit is the author of the Bible, and it is His sword (Eph. 6:15), there is nothing
unusual in ascribing one or the other to Him. When the will of God fills our minds we are living at
the Holy Spirit’s direction and He is dwelling in us directing and guiding us in our lives.

Those who fill themselves with the words of the Holy Spirit as revealed by the apostles are not
going to be foolish, they are going to be wise. They will know what the will of the Lord is, and its
influence will always be for that which is good. Therefore use the word of God, filling ourselves
deeply in its truths and principles, will have a great and uplifting influence in our lives. become
drunken and intoxicated with its principles and blessings.

Of equal importance is the impact it will have on the next verse. Only when disciples are allowing
the Word of Christ to dwell within them richly and their hearts are filled to the brim with His influence
can we fulfill the next command to sing and make melody in our heart.

19 speaking to one another

Looking at both passages as a whole and then breaking down the component parts is a good way
to have a better understanding.

Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in
which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the
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Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Eph. 5:17-21

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God. Col 3:16-17

The Foundation
being wise and understanding letting the word of Christ
knowing what the will of the Lord dwell richly within us
filled with the Spirit

The Worship Assembly

1. Speak one to another. 1. Teach and admonish one another.

2. In psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 2. In psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.
3. Singing. 3. Singing.

4. Making melody in your heart to the Lord. 4. With grace in your heart to God.

As we consider the information given above, there are two distinct parts. The first are those things
that must be done continually. The more growth each disciple possesses, the greater power their
worship will have in their lives. Then the act of worship itself. We sing and we make melody in your
heart to the Lord. It is imperative that we make the distinction between what we do “with one
another’ and what we do “to the Lord” and “to God.”

There are two individual parts to singing. First, there is the “speaking” and the ‘“teaching and
admonishing one another.” Then there is the “making melody” and “grace in your heart” both “to
the Lord” and “to God” Since this is done one to another, it is not an individual activity, but what is
to be done when a church comes together in worship.

15 What is the conclusion then? | will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing
with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding. ... 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you
come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.
Let all things be done for edification. 1 Cor 14:15-16

Since this is an activity of worship, we must be careful cautious and meticulous. Jesus was very
firm in this respect. All worship to God must be conducted in spirit and in truth.

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for
the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth. Jn. 4:23-24

With the term “must,” we find an imperative command. It can’t be done otherwise. Along the same
lines, Abel’'s worship was more excellent because His worship was founded and based on faith.
Since faith can only come by hearing the words of Christ, our own singing must be based on that
same faith.

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. Heb. 11:4

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. Rom. 10:17

This gives special emphasis to these words. We must learn their truth, and after learning, seek to
offer it to God exactly as it is revealed.

It begins with speaking and singing.

laleo ... appears very frequently in the NT: 269 times (eleventh in frequency among vbs.), ... The original
meaning of laleo was babble, stammer; it was onomatopoeic for the unassisted expression of small
children. Then, transferred to adult usage, it came to mean chatter, prattle, in deliberate contrast to reasonable
speech (lego). However, already in classical Greek /aleo, like lego, meant speak, talk... In the NT /aleo is found
only with the meaning speak, talk, in which the nuance be able to speak is characteristic in many
passages...”; .. "the dumb man could speak again" (Matt 9:33 par. Luke 11:14; cf. Mark 7:37; Matt 12:22; 15:31);
... "he could again speak correctly" (Exegetical Dictionary NT:2980)

"ado... to sing, chant..." (Thayer p 13)
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ado "To sing." "To sing of" "To celebrate something or someone in song": (Kittel, TDWNT NT:103)

This are words that are spoken through song. There is not much difference between speaking and
singing in Greek and English. There meanings are obvious. Speaking is more general as it can be
a conversation in which words are exchanged. Singing is a specific where words are placed to
music and sung.

Another specific is that this singing is not a solo. It is not done alone. Disciples are speaking and
singing to one another.

“heautou... a reflexive pronoun of the 3d person. It is used 1. of the 3d pers. sing. and plur., to denote that the
agent and the person acted on are the same... 2. It serves as reflexive also to the 1st and 2d pers. ... 3. Itis
used frequently in the plural for the reciprocal pronoun allélon reciprocally, mutually, one another: (Thayer's
Greek Lexicon, NT:1438).

allélon... 1. The reciprocal pronoun allélon ... is formed by the doubling of the stem allo- (allos). It originally
means one to the other(s) ... thus it corresponds to Eng. each other ... 2. The understanding of allélon... in the
NT is unproblematic; the translation each other or mutually is sufficient for every instance. ... is used in
connection with groups of persons who are in some way peers and with reference to relationships...”
(Exegetical Dictionary, NT:240)

“allelon... one another; reciprocally, mutually...” (Thayer’s, Greek Lexicon, NT: 240)

There must be a mutual relationship between the singers. Each disciple is singing. Me to you and
you to me. Reciprocity is the ability and desire to both give and to return. This why choirs are to be
rejected. This changes worship from a mutual activity where everyone is participating into an act
of entertainment where some are acting and others are watching.

Not only the manner of singing specifically set forth, but so also are the songs that must be sung.
Much effort has been put forth to make a distinction between these three types of songs.

in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,

The distinction between these three words is set forth clearly by Trench. It is a long article and
somewhat technical, but well worth reading and understanding. | have bolded the most important
parts.

psalmos [5568], humnos [5215], ode [5603]. ... All these words occur together at Eph 5:19, and again at Col
3:16; both times in the same order, and in passages which very nearly repeat one another; cf. Ps 66:1 . When
some expositors refuse even to attempt to distinguish between them, urging that St. Paul had certainly no intention
of classifying the different forms of Christian poetry, this statement, no doubt, is quite true; but neither, on the other
hand, would he have used, where there is evidently no temptation to rhetorical amplification, three words, if one
would have equally served his turn... Still each must have had a meaning which belonged to it more, and by
a better right, than it belonged to either of the others; and this it may be possible to seize, even while it is quite
impossible with perfect strictness to distribute under these three heads Christian poetry as it existed in the
Apostolic age ... The Psalms of the O. T. remarkably enough have no single, well recognized, universally
accepted name by which they are designated in the Hebrew Scriptures ... They first obtained such in the
Septuagint psalmos from psao, properly a touching, and then a touching of the harp or other stringed
instruments with the finger or with the plectrum ... are the twangings of the bowstrings), was next the
instrument itself, and last of all the song sung with this musical accompaniment. It is in this latest stage
of its meaning that we find the word adopted in the Septuagint ; and to this agree the ecclesiastical
definitions of it; ... In all probability the psalmoi of Eph 5:19, Col 3:16, are the inspired psalms of the
Hebrew Canon. The word certainly designates these on all other occasions when it is met in the N. T., with
the one possible exception of 1 Cor 14:26; and probably refers to them there; nor can | doubt that the ‘psalms’
which the Apostle would have the faithful to sing to one another, are psalms of David, of Asaph, or of some other
of the sweet singers of Israel; ... But while the ‘psalm’ by the right of primogeniture, as being at once the
oldest and most venerable, thus occupies the foremost place, the Church of Christ does not restrict
herself to such, but claims the freedom of bringing new things ... She will produce “hymns and spiritual
songs” of her own, as well as inherit psalms bequeathed to her by the Jewish Church; a new salvation
demanding a new song

It was of the essence of a Greek humnos that it should be addressed to, or be otherwise in praise of, a
god, or of a hero, that s, in the strictest sense of that word, of a deified man; ... a ‘hymn’ must always be more
or less of a Magnificat, a direct address of praise and glory to God. ... Augustine in more places than one
states the notes of what in his mind are the essentials of a hymn—which are three: 1. It must be sung; 2. It
must be praise; 3. It must be to God. ... If we ask ourselves of what character were the ‘hymns,” which St. Paul
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desired that the faithful should sing among themselves, we may confidently assume that these observed the law
to which other hymns were submitted, and were direct addresses of praise to God. Inspired specimens of the
humnos we meet at Luke 1:46-55; 68-79; Acts 4:24; such also probably was that which Paul and Silas
made to be heard from the depth of their Philippian dungeon ... 6dé is the only word of this group which
the Apocalypse knows (5:9; 14:3; 15:3). St. Paul, on the two occasions when he employs it, adds
pneumatiké to it; and this, no doubt, because 6dé by itself might mean any kind of song, as of battle, of
harvest, or festal, or hymeneal, while psalmos, from its Hebrew use, and humnos from its Greek, did not
require any such qualifying adjective. This epithet thus applied to these ‘songs’ does not affirm that they were
divinely inspired, any more than the anér pneumatikos is an inspired man (1 Cor 3:1; Gal 6:1); but only that they
were such as were composed by spiritual men, and moved in the sphere of spiritual things. (Trench's NT
Synonyms, NT:5568)

Basically, a psalm is a song from the book of Psalms or from other parts of the Scriptures where

songs are recorded. Such as the songs of deliverance out of Egypt (Ex. 15) or the song of Moses
(Deut 32). There are many songs written based solely on these OT Psalms.

Hymns are songs of praise and adoration to God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit, a direct address of
praise, glory and honor. Songs praising God for creation, grace and redemption. Songs praising
Jesus for his sacrifice of being put to death on the cross. The Holy Spirit for His work in revealing
God’s will and sanctifying each believer.

Odes are general songs. In all nations there are songs for patriotism, for romance for blessings and
even for sadness. But these songs have been modified and limited by the adjective spiritual, which
demands that they are all based on Scripture which is the only place we can find spiritual things.

singing and making melody in your heart

There is little question or controversy about the first part of this verse. When Christians speak to
one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs they are to sing them to one another. The
reflexive sense in the term "one another" emphasizing that all are to be active participants in this
part of worship. The term sing is defined:

The type of singing or chanting is not specified and consequently is left to the people. The singing
could be four part harmony as we do today, it could be a single harmony, or a simple chant which
uses rhythm instead of vocal inflection to carry its powerful message. This is the easiest part to
fulfilling this command. Christians are to memorize the words and the tune and be capable of
singing it to one another.

The latter part of the passage has caused some confusion among some. There is also controversy
over the meaning of the term "make melody" which has led some to conclude that instrumental
music is permissible under the New Testament covenant. A careful examination of the words clears
away much of the difficulty.

That it has nothing to do with any instrument but the human heart is seen in the specific way the
command is to be obeyed, along with the meaning of the word “making melody.”

psallo, from psao [5584]), to touch lightly, twang or snap. To play a stringed instrument or to sing a hymn.
Musicians who play upon an instrument were said to pluck the strings ... or simply pluck The word came
to signify the making of music in any fashion. Because stringed instruments were commonly used both by
believers and heathen in singing praises to their respective gods, it meant to sing, sing praises or psalms to
God whether with or without instruments (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:5567)

psallo, (from psao, to rub, wipe; to handle, touch ... a. to pluck off, pull out: ..., the hair, Aeschylus Pers. 1062.
b. to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang: ... to touch or strike the chord, to twang the strings of a
musical instrument so that they gently vibrate (Aristotle, probl. 19, 23 (p. 919 b, 2)); and absolutely, to play on
a stringed instrument, to play the harp, etc.: Aristotle, Plutarch, Aratus in the N. T. to sing a hymn, to celebrate
the praises of God in song, James 5:13 (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:5567)

“The Greek word ‘psallo’ is applied among the Greeks of modern times exclusively to sacred music, which
in the Eastern Church has never been any other than vocal, instrumental music being unknown in that
church, as it was in the primitive church.” (McClintock & Strong, Vol. 8, p. 739).

So the disciple is clearly warned that this has nothing to do with instruments outside of the human
heart. Since Paul uses both Singing (ado) and make melody (psallo), it is clear the Holy Spirit had
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a very specific concept He sought to convey to us. The making melody is clearly an additional thing
that must be done while singing.

"Making melody" stresses, plucking, twanging or using an instrument. In this case, the Holy Spirit
gave the instrument. It is clear when we compare what was enjoined in the Psalms and what is
commanded here.

Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 2 Raise a song, and bring hither
the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery. 3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our
feast-day. 4 For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of the God of Jacob. Ps 81:1-4

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart
to the Lord,

It must done in or with the heart if it is to be done in Spirit and truth. The heart becomes the
instrument upon which the playing is to be done. We are not accustomed to considering our heart
as an instrument upon which the praises of God can be played. Yet it is the most complex of all
instruments. It would actually been much easier if God had asked for an organ or an piano. We
could simply all begin to take organ or piano lessons, and when we all become good enough,
everyone would have their own organ, and all would play together harmoniously while singing the
words. Though this sounds complex and difficult, it is actually easier than what God asks for here.

God desires for each Christian to sing these songs with his vocal chords, seeking to harmonize with
all the other disciples (one to another) that the tune might be pleasing to the ears. This is what is
involved in the singing (ado). While the singing is thus being done, a greater thing which no one
but God can see should be going on in the heart.

As the emotional and intellectual seat of man, the Bible term "heart" is capable of doing anything
that man can do with his emotions or his intellect. Each must learn to properly tune and play this
instrument every time he or she sings with the vocal chords. It is exceedingly difficult, but brings
great glory and honor to God when it is accomplished. Just as an accomplished player of any
musical instrument impresses men, so also an accomplished player of the heart is impressive to
God. The Christian who has mastered his heart and learned to play it well is a wondrous thing, and
it would take years of practice to be capable of doing it.

Making melody captures the idea that inside of our heart we are melodize, plucking, twanging, and
striking the chords of our hearts while we use our vocal chords to make the sounds which we hear
with our own ears. God hears the playing of the heart, while we hear the sounds of the blending
voices.

How is this done? It is done by properly harmonizing the ideas, thoughts and emotions of the song
so that as they are sung with the lips the proper feelings and thoughts are in the heart. If the mind
wanders during the singing of the psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, then the heart is not being
played and there is disharmony between what is being said and what is being heard with the heart.
When one has learned how to keep their minds on the words and to feel the joyous thoughts, the
sad thoughts, or the admonishing thoughts of the song, then and only then have they learned to
play their hearts.

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting
to one another in the fear of God. Eph. 5:19-21

Eph 5:20-
20 giving thanks

In the context of this passage, it could still be tied back to the singing and making melody in our
hearts. Yet along with the passages below, it clearly also extends beyond it. Most of our songs have
something to be grateful for and as our hearts make melody, that gratitude should never be far from
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our minds.

And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord: "For He is good, For His mercy endures
forever toward Israel." Ez. 3:11

Yet with all the other passages on this theme shown below, it is clear that this is something that
should never be lacking in our prayers.

giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ Eph. 5:20

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.... And
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Col. 3:15,17

pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1Th 5:17-18

Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks
to His name. Heb 13:15

Giving thanks requires two important things to be sincere. First there must be genuine feelings of
gratitude and appreciation within the heart. Without no gratitude, all thanksgiving are only empty
words coming from and empty heart. Without true appreciation, saying thank you, can often notrise
far above flattery, or even worse, insincerity. Yet even gratitude in the heart, if it is not expressed,
still does not bring out the desired result. Only when we can take our feelings of gratitude and
appreciation, give words to them and bring them to God are we fulfilling this command.

eucharistéd (Rom 1:21), from eucharistos (2170), thankful, grateful, well-pleasing. To show oneself grateful,
to be thankful, to give thanks. It does not occur in the Sept., where instead we find eulogéd (2127), (Complete
Word Study Dictionary: NT:2168)

eucharisteo ... to express gratitude for benefits or blessings - 'to thank, thanksgiving, thankfulness. ...” (Lou
& Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:2168)

Those who are aware of what God has done for them, feel genuine gratitude for it, and then bring
that praise to God are giving thanks. Because of this thanks, All God asks of us is a privilege and
an honor no matter how great the sacrifice. Gratitude changes any task into a debt of honor we are
glad to pay. Paul was so grateful for the grace (a favor granted to one who is undeserving), that he
considered it an honor to make his sacrifices for God.

“His grace toward me was not in vain; but | labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of
God which was with me.” 1Cor. 15:10

From all God gave us in the material creation and our amazing body and mind in the image and
likeness of God, (Gen. 1), to the scheme of redemption and the salvation of our eternal soul, we
have only God to thank. Without God there is only darkness and death. Not one good thing we
have ever experienced is without Him. Truly, “God is so good!” for “all to him | owe.”

“Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow” Jas. 1:17

Many passages in the Old Testament bring the feelings of gratitude and thanksgiving into a clear
perspective. It is good to read them from time to time to remind us of just how much God has done
and is still doing.

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: 3 Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all
your diseases, 4 Who redeems your life from destruction, who crowns you with loving kindness and tender
mercies, 5 Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s” Ps. 103:1-5

‘I will extol You, my God, O King; and I will bless Your name forever and ever. 2 Every day I will bless You,
and | will praise Your name forever and ever. 3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and His
greatness is unsearchable.4 One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty
acts. 5 I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, and on Your wondrous works. 6 Men shall
speak of the might of Your awesome acts, and | will declare Your greatness” Ps. 145:1-6

“Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! 2 Serve the LORD with gladness; come before His presence
with singing. 3 Know that the LORD, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His
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people and the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter into His gates with Thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting, and His truth
endures to all generations” Ps. 100:1-5

Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples! 2 Sing to Him,
sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! 3 Glory in His holy name; Let the hearts of those rejoice
who seek the Lord! 4 Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face evermore! 5 Remember His marvelous
works which He has done, His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth, 6 O seed of Abraham His servant, You
children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 7 He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth. 8 He remembers
His covenant forever, The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations, 9 The covenant which He
made with Abraham, And His oath to Isaac, 10 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel as an everlasting
covenant, Ps. 105:1-10

always for all things

The extent of this thanksgiving is limitless. It should be done all the time and it should be done for
everything. The first word considers the passing of time and the second, all that occurs as time is
passing. It should be done at all times and on every occasion.

pantote; adverb of time, from pas (3956), all, and téte (5119), then. Always, at all times, ever ... (Complete
Word Study Dictionary: NT:3842

pantote ... duration of time, with reference to a series of occasions - ‘always, at all times, on every
occasion.’ ... (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:3842)

Not only are we to thank God at every event, but also at everything. As noted in the passages
above, there is a huge scope of things that we can be thankful for and God wants us to seek out
and be thankful for all of them.

“pas,... |. adjectivally, and 1. with anarthrous nouns; a. any, every one (sc. of the class denoted by the noun
annexed to PAS);... all or any of the class indicated... b. any and every, of every kind, ... 2. with nouns which
have the article, all the, the whole, ... with a Plural, all (the totality of the persons of things designated by
the noun) ... always, perpetually,... in every condition, or in every matter, ... in everything, in every way, on every
side, in every particular or relation,...” (Thayer, p. 491-493; 3956).

The full depth of the praise and gratitude come after we realize that God did it all. There really isn’t
anything we can do for Him. “of Him, through him, and unto Him are all things.” The only thing we
have that we can genuinely give back to Him is gratitude and thanks. This is how the book began.

having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. Eph. 1:5-6

that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. Eph. 1:12

who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His
glory. Eph. 1:14

There is a second consideration. Not only does it give God the only thing we have to give back, but
it is a great defense against apostasy and our love growing cold.

because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in
their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, Rom.
1:21-23
For both of these reasons, all Christians putting of the old man and putting on the new are
continually keeping these things in the forefront of their minds.

to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ KJV NKJV ESV NIV
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; ASV NASB

The word order is not critical, but it is interesting that the Greek word order was changed in some
of the translations. After looking at many different commentaries no one commented on it. The
actual Greek order is preserved by the ASV and NASB and changed in the other translations. It is
not a critical thing, but interesting and worthy of noting.

The Scriptures were universal in the OT. All prayer was directed to God. All Psalms of praise and
thanksgiving were offered to God. Passages like this one make it clear that although the Word who
became flesh was with God and was God, Thanksgiving is still directed to God the Father. That
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does not minimize the great honor God has given to Jesus to be our mediator and make it all
possible. The few places that seem to bring Jesus in as well are not clear enough to change our
practice. Our thanks is directed to the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ . We still express
all our thanks and praise to God, but now understand that it is only because Jesus made it
possible. Our gratitude is offered to the Father, but also by bringing that praise through the mediator
Jesus, our gratitude is also toward Him for being our mediator and making our praise acceptable
to God.

21 submitting to one another in the fear of God (Christ - ASV, NASB, ESV).

This passage introduces the theme that will carry through to the end of this chapter and continue
until 6:9. He begins with the wife then the husband (5:22-33). The children and then the fathers
(6:1-4). The servants and then the masters (6:5-9). The manner of submission is different because
the roles are different, but all must see themselves in submission to one another out of their fear
of God (NKJV) or their fear of Christ (ASV, NASB, ESV). The roles are very different, but the
positions under God and Christ place them all in submission.

This is clearly brought out in the term “one another.” This word is used almost a hundred times in
the NT, primarily to discuss mutual effort in groups of persons who are peers in their relationships.

allélén... 1. The reciprocal pronoun allélon ... is formed by the doubling of the stem allo- (allos). It originally
means one to the other(s) ... thus it corresponds to Eng. each other ... Hebrew (and Aramaic) has no
corresponding single word, but says something like a man — his neighbor (brother), this one to that one, one
(person) to one (person) ... 2. The understanding of allé/on... in the NT is unproblematic; the translation each
other or mutually is sufficient for every instance. ... is used in connection with groups of persons who are
in some way peers and with reference to relationships... the use of allé/on primarily in the description of
the (obligatory) conduct of Christians in the community toward each other, with emphasis on mutuality
... (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:240)

“allelon... one another; reciprocally, mutually...” (Thayer’s, Greek Lexicon, NT: 240)

In this word the primary meaning is that while one person is doing something to another, the one
who is receiving it, must also return it. While | wash your feet, you prepare to wash mine. While |
have agape love to you, you also have agape love for me. Each member in the human body has
the same care for each other member.

If  then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. Jn. 13:14

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you, that you also love one
another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” Jn. 13:34-35

that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.
1Cor. 12:25

bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ
forgave you, so you also must do. Col. 3:13

Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 1Pet. 4:9-10

While “one to another” infers equality and mutuality, “submission” infers willingly placing oneself
under another in some way. Literally “to place oneself into submission.” The Holy Spirit used Peter
to reveal that there are no limits here. Everyone is to be in submission one to another.

Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, But gives
grace to the humble." 1Pet. 5:5

hupotasso ... primarily a military term, "to rank under" (hupo, "under," tasso, "to arrange"), denotes (a) "to
put in subjection, to subject," (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:5293)

hupotassé hupotattdé from hupé (5259) under, and tasso (5021), to place in order. To place under in an
orderly fashion. (I) Active, to subjugate, place in submission. ... (Il) Middle hupotassomai, to subject
oneself, place oneself in submission. (A) In the relation of a wife to her husband: (1) Eph 5:22; Col 3:18;
1 Peter 3:1,5; Titus 2:5. In these verses the duty of the wife to submit herself to her own husband is clearly
enunciated... But this is not due to her being inferior to her husband, for they are both equal before God.
It is a willing personal subjection demonstrated in Eph 5:21, "submitting yourselves [hupotassémenoi]
one to another in the fear of God." The word translated "one to another” is allélois (240), in the pl. dat.
indicating equality of all concerned. In society all humans, all men and women in various positions of
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leadership or following and dependence, are equal, yet their functions vary and their responsibilities are
diverse. We are all equal before God and the laws of society, and yet we have varying functions and
responsibilities. ... (2) 1 Cor 14:34: "Let your women ... keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto
them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience [hupotadssesthai present middle infinitive],
as also saith the law." ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:5293)

Submission in the military perfectly illustrates how it is used in the NT. God is the head of Christ
and Christ is the head of man and man is the head of woman.

But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ
is God. 1Cor. 11:3

While Christ is the head over every man, He is still in submission to God and never saw His
position of authority as a position of authority but of service. This is the point that Jesus made many
times to His apostles as He sought to help them understand that His greatest servants were those
who willingly placed themselves in submission to others.

But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted. Mt. 23:11-12

If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all. Mk. 9:35-36

To be certain there is no misunderstanding, Jesus placed the view of submission in this world and
His view of submission side by side. Among the Gentiles and those who do not know God,
submission is a weakness. Great ones (who are strong and mighty enough to enforce submission)
always exercise authority and Lord it over everyone else among the Gentiles.

"You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over
them. 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your
servant. 27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave — 28 just as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." Matt 20:25-28

But it can never be like this in the church among His disciples. Greatness in the church is tied to
submission. The more submissive the greater one becomes. This is impossible to believe if we only
look at the Gentile world and hold the Gentile philosophy.

But Jesus offers the truth that if we will look at Him, we will clearly see the power and majesty of
submission and the folly and weakness of taking dominion. The Holy Spirit brings this out clearly:

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.
4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that
is above every name, Phil. 2:3-10

Jesus strongly rebuked the leaders in Israel who were acting like Gentiles. They wanted the best
of everything and thought nothing of pushing others out of the way to get the best for themselves.
He put things into perspective for His disciples in any and every leadership role.

"But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders
of their garments. 6 "They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 7 "greetings in
the marketplaces, and to be called by men, "Rabbi, Rabbi.' 8 "But you, do not be called "Rabbi’; for One is your
Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 "Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father,
He who is in heaven. 10 "And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 11 "But he who is
greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 "And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted. Mt. 23:5-12

When men and women pass through baptism, they pass through a great equalizer. The
distinctions that hold true in the world are not true in the church.

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal. 3:26-28).

Once within the kingdom of God worldly distinctions that exist elsewhere vanish and there is an
equality in they eyes of God. This does not remove these distinctions or the different relationships
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they represent, but they become meaningless when we view ourselves as being in submission. It
is an equality of doing service to one another regardless of outward distinctions. An equality that
allows us to feel that others are worthy of our service. The needs of others have should take on
a great importance, and each opportunity to serve one another is viewed an honor. This is very
different from what one will see in any other kingdom but it is what Jesus did and wants us to do.

The day before His crucifixion, Jesus gave the greatest lesson of humility. First, it was clearly
established that Jesus knew His true position. In the eyes of Gentiles, He was far too great to do
what He was doing.

3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and
was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. Jn. 13:3-4

Jesus the greatest and most powerful person to ever walk this earth. He had all authority and total
dominion even while on earth. Yet He did not allow this to hinder Him from teaching from the heart
this great lesson. After he washed their feet he told them what they (and us) ought to have learned:

12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know
what | have done to you? 13 "You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so | am. 14 "If | then, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 "For | have given
you an example, that you should do as | have done to you. 16 "Most assuredly, | say to you, a servant is not
greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 "If you know these things,
blessed are you if you do them. Jn. 13:12-17

He asked “Do you know what this means?” | am your Lord and Teacher. When you become a Lord
or Teacher, you must do remember My example and “do as | have done to you.” Jesus has left us
an example. Not an example of washing others feet, but an example of willingly demeaning
ourselves at times if it becomes necessary and the need truly arises. Jesus washed their feet
because they were dirty, and because all the others felt too good to wash them. He wanted to
leave them with a great lesson on humility. When others need help, even if the emotions are not
there and you feel superior in every way to them, still as Jesus did here they need to be helped.

“Subject yourselves one to another in the fear of Christ’ takes in some of the greatest principles
that the gospel contains. It forever removes us from selfishness, and takes us into the realm of
living our lives with an eye on all our brethren, their needs and how we can fulfill them. All
Christians must learn to view themselves as servants of all their brethren.

In the fear of Christ

phobos ... (phebomai) flight, the only sense in Homer ... II. panic fear, such as causes flight, — then generally,
fear, terror, properly of the outward show of fear, and so distinguished from delos (the sensation of fear), Aesch.,
etc.: the Object of fear is in gen., fear of another, Id., etc.... 2. an object of terror, a terror; ...” (Liddell and Scott
Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:5401)

It is interesting that the original sense of phobos was flight, or to run away out of fear. Then it
became much more common of things like fear, terror or panic that caused the desire to flee.

“phobos first had the meaning of flight, that which is caused by being scared; then, that which may cause
flight, (a) fear, dread, terror, always with the significance in the four Gospels; ... (b) reverential fear, () of God,
as a controlling motive of the life, in matters spiritual and moral, not a mere fear of His power and righteous
retribution, but a wholesome dread of displeasing Him, a fear which banishes the terror that shrinks from His
presence, Rom. 8:15 and which influences the disposition and attitude of one who circumstances are guided by
trust in God... “ (Vine Vol 2, p 84)

In the spiritual and religious realm, this fear often manifests itself as reverence, respect and awe, tinged with
fear both because of God’s power and majesty as Creator, and His justice and righteousness as Judge.

phobos ... profound respect and awe for deity - ‘reverence, awe.’ ‘and (the church) lived in reverence for the
Lord’ Acts 9:31. ‘let us worship ... with reverence and awe’ Heb 12:28. (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT
5401

It is our awe reverence and respect for Jesus that leads us to keep this command. Our respect for
Jesus as we remember how He washed the feet of the apostles and expects us to follow His
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example leads to this awe, reverence and respect, not the worthiness of the one we must serve.
We do not serve because they are worthy, we serve because we fear God. God asks us to be a
servant, and out of deference and respect to Him, we serve one another.

22 Wives, (submit) to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

The “fear of Christ”is clearly set forth when the wife is commanded to submit in the same manner
as she does to Jesus. The most important word in this passage is “as to” as it is the point of
reference and comparison by which each wife is to measure her submission.
“hos... adverbial form of the relative pronoun hos, he, ho, which is used in comparison, as, like as, even as, according
as, in the same manner as, etc. ... When thus used hos refers a. to the manner (‘form’) of the action expressed by the
finite verb, and is equiv. to in the same manner as, after the fashion of, ...c. Hos makes reference to a similarity or

equality... d. hos so makes reference to the quality of a person, thing, or action, as to be equiv. to such as, exactly
like, as it were” (Thayer, p. 680-682; 5613)

hés how, in what way; as, like; after, while; approximately; when, while ... occurs 504 times in the NT ... 2. Introducing
the characteristic of something that is of particular importance in the context, whether it be an actual characteristic ... 3. As
a comparative particle indicating the manner in which an action occurs: 1 Cor 3:15 a: "[be saved] as through fire"; 1
Thess 5:2: "[come] like a thief in the night"; Eph 5:33: "[love someone] as [one loves] oneself"; Col 3:18: "as is fitting";
(Exegetical Dictionary NT:5613)
This word is used over 500 times in the NT and it always makes some form of comparison to help
understand the degree and level that command is to be carried or understood. In the three times
it is used of the submission of the wife to her husband, Jesus is referred to as the point of

comparison.

(1) She is to be in submission to her husband exactly the same way she is to Christ.
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

(2) God made the husband the head of the wife exactly the same way He did Christ to the church.
For the husband is the head of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the church:

(3) Exactly the same way the church submits to Christ the wife is to be to her own husband.

Therefore just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

There is no way to misunderstand this first command. God expects wives to submit to their own
husbands exactly the same way they do to Jesus. How far should we carry this. Can we say: “as
they obey Jesus as their Lord, they obey their husbands. When we compare this to Peter’s words,
the word lord is actually used of how Sarah addressed Abraham. It is also stated that this is how
holy and godly women who trusted in God revealed themselves. The more submissive and

respectful, the more godly.

1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without
a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.
3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward-- arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel-- 4
rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which
is very precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in
God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 1Pet. 3:1-6

The key to the passage are the statements “incorruptible beauty,” “gentle and quiet spirit”and “very
precious in the sight of God.” Rather than finding a way to limit this, the godly woman who wants
God to see her beauty will carry it as far as possible.

That is her point of comparison. As she receives instructions and know the expectations of her
husband and she considers how she will carry them out, her point of comparison would be, am |
carrying out what my husband expects of me in the same way | would if the Lord had given me
these instructions or expectations. Her good confession about Jesus as Lord will ever guide her
conduct as a godly wife.

Sarah called Abraham Lord because she was fulfilling the principle set forth in this passage. The
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husband's position over his wife is clear. Yet it takes a great fear of Christ (5:21), and a great
desire to be pleasing to the Lord under all circumstances to get this quality of submission.

23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the
Savior of the body.

Beginning with “for,” the Holy Spirit uses this information to give the reason for the previous
command. The reason why each wife must be in submission to her own husband is that when God
joined them together and made them one, he made the husband the head and the wife must be
in submission to that just as she is in submission to Christ.

“hoti... |. the substance or contents (of a statement), that; 1. joined to verbs of saying and declaring... Il the
reason why anything is said to be or to be done, because, since, for that, for, (a causal conjunct. ...)... a.
it is added to a speaker’s words to show what ground he gives for his opinion;... b. hoti makes reference to some
word or words that precede or immediately follow it...” (Thayer p 458-460; 3754)

After remembering the first chapter, we see that this passage is even stronger than the previous
one. Christ is the head of the church because God put all things under His feet. He is head
because He has full authority over the church.

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body,
the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Eph 1:22-23

The extent to which Christ’s church is in submission to Him is how she will be judged. Any church
that is not in full submission to Jesus, will not be saved. He is the head and the head directs with
body with authority.

kephalé fem. noun. The head, top, that which is uppermost in relation to something. ... (Il) Metaphorically
of persons, i.e., the head, chief, one to whom others are subordinate, e.g., the husband in relation to his
wife (1 Cor 11:3; Eph 5:23) insofar as they are one body (Matt 19:6; Mark 10:8), and one body can have only one
head to direct it; of Christ in relation to His Church which is His body, and its members are His members
(cf. 1 Cor 12:27; Eph 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col 1:18; 2:10,19); of God in relation to Christ (1 Cor 11:3). In Col 2:10
& Eph 1:22, God the Father is designated as the head of Christ. Generally, of a leader or ruler (Sept.: Judg
11:11). (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2776)

Both the passages in Ephesians, the word definition, and the explanation in Corinthians, make it
clear that there is no way to misunderstand the term head.

But | want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ
is God. 1Cor. 11:3

If God made the husband head over the wife in exactly the same way that He did Christ as head
over the church then her submission must be as full as that of the church to Christ. The head of the
human body directs everything. All is in submission to that head. The main idea of a head is that
of dependance and reliance, along with submission and obedience.

No husband can demand this, nor can any preacher lay out exactly how it is to be done. This is a
command to the wives and they will stand before Christ to hear His verdict. The compelling sense
here is that she knows how she serves Christ and she knows how she serves her husband. If they
are not the same then she is in violation of this command and is in sin.

God made man head over the woman in the creation. It is not a penalty for sin, but part of His plan.

For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 1 Tim 2:13

For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory
of man. 8 For man is not from woman, but woman from man. 9 Nor was man created for the woman, but
woman for the man. 1Cor. 11:7-9

A husband cannot define the exact place where the wife must be, but the wife, if she wants to be
considered to have a meek and quiet spirit, precious in the sight of God must be concerned. As the
Holy Spirit revealed through Peter, this is the one clear way she shows her godliness.

24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything.
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As the Holy Spirit gives His final command, He uses a strong conjunction that brings a mental
break. It is generally translated “but.” It is used to make strong contrasts and applications. Since
God made each husband the head of each wife, the wife must make the necessary changes. She
is no longer one, with her own decisions and plans. She is now in full submission to the man she
chose to be her husband as God has made her husband irrevocably her head.

“alla ... The adversative particle alla is etymologically derived from allos. ...Therefore it actually means
differently and refers to that which is different, to contrasts, separations, and new beginnings. a) In most
cases alla means but ... or e) When used for rhetorical intensification alla means indeed or “so indeed, and what
is more” ...” (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT: 235)

Again, Paul leaves no room for a wife to squirm or rationalize herself out of this duty. "Just as" is
the same word as the other two comparisons. In exactly the same way as the church is to be in
submission to Jesus Christ, so each wife is to be to her own husband. One must ask the question
therefore how is the church in submission to Christ? It is absolute, fixed and powerful. Each local
church will be judged by the efforts she puts forth to be pure and in full submission to her Lord.

He said, “if you abide in my word.” “Whoever goes beyond does not have God.” All the letters in
the NT are dedicated to giving them the exact commands they are to follow as well as rebukes of
those areas where she is in rebellion to His commands. The joyful and voluntary way in which the
church is in submission to Christ so also the wife must be to her own husband.

Now another word for comparison is used. It is a synonym, meaning “in the same manner as,” and
“‘exactly like.” Hence, just exactly like the church is subject to Christ, so also let the wives be to
their own husbands.

“houto... in this manner, thus, so; 1. by virtue of its native demonstrative force it refers to what preceded; in
the manner spoken of; in the way described; in the way it was once; in this manner; in such a manner;
thus so. . .” (Thayer, p. 468-469; 3779)

houtos or houto "in this way, so, thus," is used (a) with reference to what precedes, ... (b) with reference to
what follows ... (c) marking intensity, rendered "so," ... (d) in comparisons, rendered "so,” (Vine's Expository
Dictionary NT:3779)

Wives must be in full subjection to their own husbands “in the way described” by the church being
subject to Christ. The wives are to be in subjection to their own husbands “in the manner spoken
of" as the church being in subjection to Christ.

In everything

Itis interesting the Holy Spirit would add this. There are no exceptions, regardless of how unfair the
submission might become, she must not be making excuses to keep from doing what she has been
told to do.

“pas,... |. adjectivally, and 1. with anarthrous nouns; a. any, every one (sc. of the class denoted by the noun
annexed to PAS);... all or any of the class indicated... b. any and every, of every kind, ... 2. with nouns which
have the article, all the, the whole,... with a Plural, all (the totality of the persons of things designated by
the noun) ... always, perpetually,... in every condition, or in every matter, ... in everything, in every way, on every
side, in every particular or relation,...” (Thayer, p. 491-493; 3956).

So many times when a command like this is given the mind seeks for examples when it would not
be true. Then the mind shifts to since this one area is not true, it makes it less rigid. That is
removed here. Of course, we can think of exceptions. Abuse being the chief. But it must be
extreme and no wife should be looking for excuses and exceptions. She should be looking for
submission in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives,

Everything in this section hinges on the proper understanding of the term "love." This is the Greek
term agapao and it is used 6 times in this section on how the husband is to treat his wife. (5:25-33).
Although it ultimately became the very essence of a disciple of Jesus. It has always been difficult
to define because there is not much in Greek literature to draw from.

Vine noted that “the Spirit of revelation has used it to express ideas previously unknown.”He also
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said “enquiry into its use, whether in Greek literature or in the Septuagint, throws but little light
upon its distinctive meaning in the NT.”

Kittel confirmed this when he said, “agapan hardly ever emerges as a subject of radical
deliberation. It is indeed striking that the substantive agape is almost completely lacking in
pre-biblical Greek... a love that does not desire but gives.”

Thayer calls it agape “a purely Biblical and ecclesiastical word.”

The Exegetical Dictionary of the NT says of agape “Thus far it remains disputed whether agape is
attested in literature prior to the appearance of the LXX (Septuagint). While

Moulton and Milligan of agape, “it would be going too far to say that this important Biblical word
was “born within the bosom of revealed religion,” it is remarkable that there have been only
three supposed instances of its use in “profane” Greek...”

After considering these quotes it seems safe to conclude that the only way we are going to get an
understanding of the noun agape and verb agapao will be to look at all its uses in the NT and build
a definition from there. We are greatly blessed that the Holy Spirit has brought back into the
darkness of this world, the divine love which once filled man’s heart.

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave

rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. 1Cor. 13:4-8

Love suffers long and is kind; does not rejoice in iniquity,
love does not envy; but rejoices in the truth;

love does not parade itself, béars all things,
is not puffed up; believes all things,

does not behave rudely, hopes all things,
does not seek its own, endures all things.

is not provoked, Love never fails.

thinks no evil; 1Cor. 13:4-8

But this is only the framework. The Holy Spirit gave this as the foundation to build upon, but bear
in mind, these definitions only speak of what love will do in the hearts of men. They are a rough
guide to use when seeking to understand it in the heart of God and His Christ. But if we can master
these things, we will be in a much better position to understand the full divine fulness of this term.
This is brought out by the Holy Spirit in John.
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He
who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that
God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we

loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. 1Jn. 4:7-11

This is the submission that all who are in authority must willingly take upon themselves. Some have
simplified the definition to “doing what is in the best interests of others.” Once again it is a good
starting point.

We see the submission of agapao in the garden of Gethsemane when Jesus submitted to God and
manifested His agape to both God and man. We see it in heaven when Jesus emptied Himself to
become a servant who would suffer and die.

The three passages below help us to understand the complexity of agape and agapao. They are
not simple terms and must be continually assessed and reassessed. Sadly knowing the definitions
and understanding the concepts does little to help us actually make these kinds of sacrifices for
others and for God.

For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man
will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:6-9

He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in
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the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height
— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God. Eph. 3:16-19

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness,
longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;

even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond
of perfection. Col. 3:12-15

Itis the love that puts the previous section in softer light. While the wife must submit to her husband
as she does to Christ, the husband is to love his wife as Christ loves the church. The husband is
the head of wife as Christ is the head of the church, but the head of the church is always under the
influence of love and the husband is commanded to be too. In this way a husband can make it
much easier for the wife to do this if he will be like the Lord in his dealings with her.

If the husband truly wishes to fulfill the great duty to love his wife, then he cannot content himself
with a simply feeling of the warmth of human love toward his wife. He will seek to incorporate all
that love demands of him in every aspect of his relationship with his wife.

just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,

The term "just as" is a word of equality. It takes two different actions and as much as possible
makes them equivalent to each other. To the same degree that Christ loved the church, each
husband is to love his wife.

“kathos,...1. according as, just as, even as: in the first member of a comparison:...2. according as i.e. in
proportion as, in the degree that...3. since, seeing that, agreeably to the fact that.” (Thayer, p. 314; 2531).

“kathds; adv. from katd (2596), according to, and hos (5613), as. According as, equivalent to ...” (Complete Word
Study Dictionary: NT:2531)

The point of comparison to which each husband is to love His wife to the same proportion as Christ
loved the church is summed up in His giving Himself for her. The term giving is intensified
emphasizing the transfer of someone into the possession of another. In this case, Jesus gave up
His life as a gift to His church. His love led Him to make the ultimate sacrifice and in this case it was
only for her. He would never have come to this earth and allowed Himself to die at all except for
the blessings it would give to her.

“paradidomi... appears in the NT 119 times, ... As an intensified form of "give," paradidomi designates the
act whereby something or someone is transferred into the possession of another. ... The great breadth
of meaning displayed by paradidomiis best divided according to the implied degree of possession and esp.
the degree of threat to the existence of the one who or that which is given over: a) entrust/‘commend/give for
safekeeping...b) hand over an area of authority/authorize/permit; c) hand over for judgment/punishment,...
d) deliver/hand over; €) risk one's existence or even sacrifice (esp. as a self-sacrifice...) ... f) hand over to
death/destruction.... Jude 3 and 2 Peter 2:21 stress in opposition to the false teachers "the faith that was once
for all handed down" and "the command that was given" to Christians. ...” (Exegetical Dictionary, NT: 3860)

paradidomifrom para (3844), to the side of, over to, and didomi (1325), to give. To deliver over or up to the power
of someone. (Complete Word Study NT 3860)

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her
“That”is always used to explain the purpose or goal of an action.

“hina...a final conjunction denoting purpose and end: to the intent that; to the end that, in order that,... it is
used 1. prop of the purpose or end;... “ (Thayer, p. 302-304; 2443)

This love and sacrifice of Himself had no selfish desire or motive. This was not for Him, it was for
his wife, the church. At great cost to Himself, He put the needs of the church above His own. Jesus
sanctified and cleansed the church out of His love for her. It is an obvious blending of doctrinal
teaching and practical exhortation to husbands that motivated Paul here. We learn some additional
things about Christ and His love for the church, we learn some additional things about our
sanctification and cleansing while husbands are given information on the depth of their own love
for their wives.
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Sanctify is to make holy and consecrate to God. Prior to Jesus sacrifice this was impossible. Jesus
gave Himself for the specific purpose of making us holy and dedicate us to God. Cleanse is the
process necessary to make the church holy. He had to create a substance that would wash away
the defilement of sin in the same way man had to create a substance (various soaps) to cleans
different substances. Jesus gave Himself to create the means to free the church from defilement,
purify from wickedness and from the guilt of sin. That is what His loving sacrifice accomplished.

“hagiazo... to make hagion, render or declare sacred or holy, consecrate... to hallow... 2. to separate from
things profane and dedicate to God, to consecrate and so render inviolable... 3. to purify... a. to cleanse
externally... purify levitically... b. to purify by expiation, free from the guilt of sin... (Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, NT:37)

“katharizo... to make clean, to cleanse... ; a. from physical stains and dirt... to remove by cleansing... b.inamoral
sense; aa. to free from the defilement of sin and from faults; to purify from wickedness... bb. to free from
the guilt of sin, to purify... cc. to consecrate by cleansing or purifying... to consecrate, dedicate... 2. to
pronounce clean in a levitical sense...” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:2511)

Jesus offered himself so that these wonderful attributes could be given to his lovely bride. While
in the garden of Gethsemane, Christ, out of love for His bride, made the sacrifice. Our knowledge
of Him praying for the cup to pass, only strengthens the depth of His love. He willingly placed
Himself into the position of taking care of her at great loss to Himself.

with the washing of water by the word,

The washing of water which is joined to the word is the means through which Jesus cleansed and
sanctified his church. As one intently studies the New Testament scriptures, only one activity
contains water and is joined to the word of God.

Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here is water. What
hinders me from being baptized?" 37 Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he
answered and said, "l believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still.
And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went
on his way rejoicing. Acts 8:36-39

47 "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?" 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Acts 10:47-48

20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an
antitype which now saves us-- baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1Pet. 3:20-21

With the above scriptures clearly in mind, what else could the Holy Spirit be speaking of here. an
Paul be speaking of in this passage of Scripture?

Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." 4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time
into his mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. Jn. 3:3-6

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior Titus 3:4-6

Again, though a wonderful doctrinal point can and should be brought out here, Paul's main theme
is the love of Christ for the church which ought to be imitated by all Christian husbands throughout
time.

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church,

With another hina- he again refers to the purpose and the goal of Jesus love and His sacrifice. He
loved her to the point where he not only sacrificed Himself, but also make her glorious with
splendor. What the church was not and never could be without His love and sacrifice. His
presentation was not only bringing near to God, but causing her to become glorious.
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“paristemi... a. to place beside or near... to set at hand; to present; to proffer; to provide... to place a person or
thing at one’s disposal... Rom 6:13;...” (Thayer p 489;3936)

“paristemi ... to cause something to be or to serve as - 'to cause to be, to cause to serve as, to make
something be.' ... 'do not cause any part of yourselves to serve as an instrument for doing wrong' Rom 6:13. (Lou
& Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT: 3936)

Christ gave the washing of water with the word in order that he might accomplish this wonderful
thing. That He might have a glorious church. A church that is famous and splendid, held in honor
and of the highest repute.

endoxos famous, splendid, glorious ... 1 Cor 4:10, in contrast to atimos (without honor) "you are held in honor
[esteem], but we in disrepute”; Luke 7:25, of glorious apparel; Eph 5:27, of the Church, which Christ presents
in glorious form ....” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1741)

endoxos signifies (a) "held in honor" (en, "in," doxa, "honor"), "of high repute,” 1 Cor 4:10, RV "have glory"
(KJV, "are honorable"); (b) "splendid, glorious," said of apparel, Luke 7:25, "gorgeously"; of the works of Christ,
13:17; of the church, Eph 5:27. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:1741)

The church is all of this because of Christ’s sacrifice. Although the Spirit spoke these things about
the church and entrance into her, He was also speaking of the husband and wife relationship.
Doctrinally the point here is that Christ did all in His power to bring all in the church before Him with
no spots wrinkles or blemishes. No cost was too great to help His bride reach this.

not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without
blemish.

Jesus so completely took care of the spiritual needs of his church for their purification and
cleansing that there is not need for them to have any spots upon themselves. The cleansing left
no residue. It was spotless.

spilos; ... A spot, stain, figuratively in a moral sense (Eph 5:27; 2 Peter 2:13). (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:4696)

spilos ... stain, blemish Eph 5:27, the Church without "spot or wrinkle"; 2 Peter 2:13, ... "blots and blemishes,"
of libertine false teachers. (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:4696)

Often when a garment is cleansed it leaves it wrinkled. Not the act Jesus did on the cross. The
church is pristine, looking as good as new. This was so full, that His bride is now holy and without
blemish. "Without Blemish" is something that is flawless. There is no fault, no blame, no censure.

amométos ... adjective from a (1), without, and mémdomai (3469), to censure, blame. Irreproachable, one
who cannot be blamed because he is amomos (299), without blame (Phil 2:15; 2 Peter 3:14). (Complete Word
Study Dictionary: NT:298)

"amomos... without blemish, free from faultiness, as a victim without spot or blemish... ethically, without blemish,
faultless, unblamable..." (Thayer, p. 33; 299)

28 So husbands ought

In exactly the same manner and in exactly the same way that Jesus did for the church is the
obligation of each husband for his wife.

“houto... in this manner, thus, so; 1. by virtue of its native demonstrative force it refers to what preceded; in
the manner spoken of; in the way described; in the way it was once; in this manner; in such a manner;
thus so. . .” (Thayer, p. 468-469; 3779)

Just exactly as what has been spoken of concerning Jesus and his relationship to the church
should husbands seek to treat their wives. Paul here puts this in the form of a strong obligation. It
is what is owed as a duty. This is a necessity. A personal obligation that must be done to fulfill what
is proper and has decorum.

opheilé To owe, to be indebted. ... (1) Particularly in a pecuniary sense, ... (Il) Metaphorically, to be bound
or obligated to perform a duty, meaning | ought, must, followed by the inf. Of what is required by law or duty
in general, with the inf. implied (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3784)

opheilo owe, have to, be obligated ... is found 35 times in the NT. ... opheild is found with the acc. obj. in certain
parables of Matthew and Luke with the meaning "owe something" (money: Matt 18:28,30; Luke 7:41; natural
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materials: Luke 16:5,7). ... In the remaining writings of the NT, opheilé is almost without exception followed
by an infinitive construction. a) With the sense of have to, it usually describes general necessity (1 Cor
5:10; 7:36; 9:10; ...) ... b) ... opheilo expresses the obligation to act in a specific way: be obligated. This is
true primarily of the statements of thanksgiving in 2 Thess 1:3; 2:13, (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:3784)

inthe N.T. dei[NT:1163] indicates a necessity in the nature of things rather than a personal obligation, it describes
that which must be done. opheild [NT:3784] indicates rather the personal obligation, it is that which is proper,
something that ought to be done. (Berry's Synonyms of NT, NT:3784)

Each husband is a debtor, bound by duty and necessity and obligation from God. Out of the fear
of Christ, each husband must fulfill this duty to the best of his ability. This is not just a request, it
is a command of God.

to love their own wives as their own bodies;

The powerful obligation adds an additional component. Not only is he to love his wife as Christ
loved the church, but he is also to love his wife exactly the same way he loves his own body. “As”
is an adverb that explains the degree of the love. Each husband knows how to care for his own
body. He loves it, pampers it and cares for it. If hungry, thirsty, cold or in need of anything,
everyone knows how to stop and take care of these things for themselves.

The manner a husband loves his wife is in exactly the same way or manner. He should love her
exactly like, he does his own body. This is the manner in which he can assess his own needs and
then use that standard to apply to his wife.
“hos... adverbial form of the relative pronoun hos, he, ho, which is used in comparison, as, like as, even as, according
as, in the same manner as, etc. ... When thus used hos refers a. to the manner (‘form’) of the action expressed by the
finite verb, and is equiv. to in the same manner as, after the fashion of, ...c. Hos makes reference to a similarity or

equality... d. hos so makes reference to the quality of a person, thing, or action, as to be equiv. to such as, exactly
like, as it were” (Thayer, p. 680-682; 5613)

hés how, in what way; as, like; after, while; approximately; when, while ... occurs 504 times in the NT ... 2. Introducing
the characteristic of something that is of particular importance in the context, whether it be an actual characteristic ... 3. As
a comparative particle indicating the manner in which an action occurs: 1 Cor 3:15 a: "[be saved] as through fire"; 1
Thess 5:2: "[come] like a thief in the night"; Eph 5:33: "[love someone] as [one loves] oneself'; Col 3:18: "as is fitting";
(Exegetical Dictionary NT:5613)
When a man is thirsty he drinks when hungry he eats, when tired he sleeps. It matters little what
the need of the body might be, a man loves his body and cares for it. What the Spirit demands of
husbands is that they broaden out their base of concern to take in not only their own body needs,
but those of their wives also.

There is a close resemblance here to the rule laid down by Jesus for His disciples to follow:
Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. Mt. 7:12

This is a simple principle. It does not take great wisdom and intelligence to carry it out. It can be
carried out in the most extreme of situations, or even when there is no time to think about the
situation before deciding what action to take. Just do what you would want them to do to you if the
positions were reversed. This compact rule has been give the name of "the golden rule" because
of its beauty, simplicity and goodness. | bring it up here because the command above concerning
the husband and wife is merely an extension of it. Just as the golden rule applies to the
husband/wife relationship, so also does the one above. Love your wife as your own body. There
isn't a man alive who can plead ignorance or an inability to understand it. It is simple and easily
remembered and understood. Each Christian's wife is to become an extension of himself. Fulfilling
her needs is as important and necessary to him as fulfilling his own. A specific example of this is
found in the First Corinthian letter.

Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 4 The wife
does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not
have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another except with consent for
a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not tempt
you because of your lack of self-control. 1Cor. 7:3-5

How the husband views his wife’s sexual needs of his wife reveals the depth of his love for her. Her
body and its needs are to become as important to him as his own powerful needs are.
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This is broadened in this epistle to bring in everything. Whatever need the wife has, the husband
is to consider it to have as great an importance as if it were his own need. This is the only way a
husband can fulfill this command. The husband may deny his wife, just as he might deny his own
body, but there must be as good a reason for this denial of her needs as there would be if he were
denying himself.

he who loves his wife loves himself.

The Holy Spirit here gives a masterful touch. It's beauty and truth have a strong impact which
should bring a powerful impression to the mind. This is a direct revelation from God who made both
man and woman to perfectly fulfill the needs of one another. It was God who saw that it was not
good for man to be alone.

And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him an help meet for him. Gen.
2:18
Meet is also translated suitable, fit, comparable, and adaptive to him. God knew that the needs of
Adam would be fulfilled in his wife. When a husband properly fulfills the needs of the wife, he will
find that his own needs will be fulfilled also. In the book of Proverbs the excellencies of a good wife
are highly extolled.

An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who causes shame is like rottenness in his bones. Pr.
12:4

He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the LORD. Pr. 18:22
Houses and riches are an inheritance from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the LORD. Pr. 19:14

Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. The heart of her husband safely trusts her;
so he will have no lack of gain. She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. Pr. 31:10-12

A good wife is the crown of her husband, bringing good things and is to be viewed as a gift from
the Lord. Her worth is far above rubies, she is trustworthy, and does him good all the days of her
life. She also brings him no lack of gain. These are only a few of the wonderful things that a good
relationship with a wife brings.

When a husband loves his wife as Christ loved the church and loves his wife as his own body, by
loving and cherishing her as his own body, he will find these things amplified and multiplied.

All that a man gives to his wife will be returned to him in loving devotion and a happy life. A woman
who is truly loved and cared for by her husband will give him so much love, respect, and
submission in return that he will be more than recompensed for whatever it is he has to give up.

Eph 5:29-

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify
and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love
their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. Eph 5:25-29

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh,
With gar, the Spirit revealed that this is an obvious reason and explanation of the previous thought.

“gar is the fourth most common conjunction in the NT (after kai, de, and hoti). ... It appears 1,042 times in
the NT. ... generally indicates a causal relation between two statements, whereby the second statement
gives a reason for or explains the first.” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1063)

Not only is this a reason and explanation, it is what makes it fit so well the context. It clarifies and
illustrates the preceding thought. No one every hated his own flesh. A simple statement of powerful
truth. No one can plead ignorance to the quality of reasoning put forth in verse 28. There is not a
person alive who does not know how to love his flesh. It is not something that has to be learned or
taught. It is practiced from the earliest consciousness. Everyone wants to be comfortable. It is the
reason for all selfishness. Whatever needs our body has, we want it to be fulfilled first and with the
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best. God wants us to move our wives into the same feelings as we have toward our own body.

Hate is a broad term taking in malicious and unjustified feelings of ill will, a persecuting spirit, strong
dislike, aversion, hostility.

“‘miseo “to hate,” is used especially (a) of malicious and unjustifiable feelings towards others, whether
towards the innocent or by mutual animosity, Vine’'s Expository Dictionary NT: 3404)

“miseo ... With the acc. of person, usually implying active ill will in words and conduct, a persecuting spirit ...
With the acc. of thing meaning to detest, abhor ... Specifically as the opposite of agapao, to love, or philéo
(5368), to be a friend to, it is equivalent to not loving, loveless, to slight, (Complete Word Study Dictionary
NT:3404)

miseo to dislike strongly, with the implication of aversion and hostility - ‘to hate, to detest (Lou and Nida, NT
3404)

No one can plead ignorance about how to do this. All men have been practicing since birth. It takes
great effort to buffet the body even over things that must be destroyed, because everyone wants
to give in to the desires of the flesh. For that reason, every man knows how to do this. Even under
the worst anger and duress, only the mentally ill will take it out on their own body.

Yet though this is well known, it is seldom broadened fully to their wives. When angered, all good
intentions evaporate and the feelings associated with hate enter. In most divorces one or both
parties are guilty of these emotions.

This follows the same reasoning as that which Jesus put forth in what we call the golden rule.

Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. Mt.
7:12

And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. Lk. 6:31

While every man is patient and kind, understanding and protective of his own body, not all men
have moved their wives into the same position. This command demands that all men move their
wives into the same category as their own bodies, doing to them what they do for themselves.

but nourishes and cherishes it,

When speaking of the natural feelings which a person feels toward their own body, Paul uses the
terms "nourish" and "cherish." These terms describe the highest of care and concern. “Nourish” is
only used twice in the NT an they are both in Ephesians. The other use is given as a command to
fathers regarding their children.

And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the
Lord. Eph 6:4

Although its primary meaning centers on children, the Holy Spirit takes the same terms to describe
the attitude a husband holds toward his wife.

ektrepho .... ek, "from, out of," and trepho to rear, feed, nourish, primarily used of children, "to nurture, rear,"
is translated "nurture" of the care of one's own flesh, Eph 5:29, and in Eph 6:4, (Vine's Expository Dictionary,
NT:1625)

ektréphd, from ek (1537), out or an intensive and tréphd (5142), to nourish, rear, feed. To nurture, rear, to bring
up to maturity such as children ... To nourish or cherish one's own flesh (Eph 5:29) (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:1625)

ektréphd, With the use of this verb in Eph 6:4 we may compare ... an agreement with a nurse, in which she
states— “| have made the agreement and | will nurse the infant slave Thermoutharion for the two years”
(Vocabulary of the Greek NT [Moulton-Milligan]. NT:1625)

When a mother and father bring up a child, there is a sense of the honor of being over the life of
another and a general natural affection, that leads them to treat them special. They are more
understanding, more patient and more caring. The child needs special grace and favor even under
the worst of circumstances.

No one ever neglects this in regard to themselves. Whether it be nourishment for the body, or
teaching for the mind, each individual is deeply concerned about it. Every one seeks for the best
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for their bodies. Now he adds the desire of all men to keep their bodies warm and comfortable.

While the body can be warmed by the fire or garments, a relationship with a wife simply adds to the
emotional component of the relationship. Keeping a wife warm means treating her with respect The
root meaning of keeping warm is carried into a relationship. When one is cold, they are
uncomfortable. They seek a remedy in a fire or warm garments.

“thalpo ... to heat, soften by heat, ... metaphorically, to be softened, ... Il. to heat, warm, without any notion of
softening, ... to be warm in summer, ... 2. to warm at the fire, dry, Soph., ... 2. to cherish, comfort, foster,”
(Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:2282)

“thalpo primarily means to heat, to soften by heat; then, to keep warm, as of birds covering their young with
their feathers, Deut 22:6, Sept.; metaphorically, to cherish with tender love, to foster with tender care, in Eph
5:29 of Christ and the church; in 1 Thess 2:7 of the care of the saints at Thessalonica by the apostle and his
associates, as of a nurse for her children.” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT:2282)

In a relationship cherish is the perfect word. When a wife feels cherished, she feels both warmth
and comfort. This is both complex and simple. Simple because it is done when one treats his wife
as his own body, complex because each wife needs different things to feel cherished. There are
a few passages that help to understand. Praise and honor on the one hand and the absence of
bitter feelings on the other. She will feel cherished when she is treated with honor caring for her like
we would any weaker vessel that could break. He should “rejoice with,” and “live joyfully with” her
all the days of his life. She is his “crown,” “a good thing,” and is “from the Lord.”

Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her: 29 "Many daughters have done
well, But you excel them all." Pr. 31:28-29

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and
as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. 1Pet. 3.7

Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. Col 3:19

Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of your youth. Pr. 5:18

An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, Pr. 12:4

He who finds a wife finds a good thing, And obtains favor from the Lord. Pr. 18:22

Houses and riches are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent wife is from the Lord. Pr. 19:14

Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which He has given you under the sun,
all your days of vanity; for that is your portion in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun. Eccl. 9:9

When a husband has these feelings of respect, favor and unselfish care and concern she will feel
loved.

just as the Lord does the church.

At this point in the discussion the Holy Spirit focuses more on Christ and the church than the
husband to his wife. Looking at the entire verse we see that the husband wife relationship moves
toward the back as the main emphasis changes. The three bolded phrases make this clear. While
the husband is to do all these things, Christ’s own relationship to the church is the central emphasis
as it was for the wife. The same way the Lord has treated His church is the comparison, yet at the
same time it is also an important revelation about the closeness of Christ and His church.

just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, 31 "For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32 This is a great mystery,
but | speak concerning Christ and the church.

Just as he compared Jesus’ love for the church by dying for her, he now compares Christ’s nurture
and cherishing of His church. He repeats kathos, as something that is equal. To the same degree,
to the same proportion.

“kathos,...1. according as, just as, even as: in the first member of a comparison:...2. in proportion as, in the
degree that...” (Thayer, p. 314; 2531).

All that man does for his own body, Jesus did for the church. To the degree that no man ever hates
his own flesh but nourishes and cherishes it, so also does Christ for His church. His death on the
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cross is only one aspect of this nourishing and cherishing. He is the head and the church is His
body and He cares for the church the same way we do to our own body.

30 For we are members of His body,

Two blending into one. Our wife is a member of the husbands body and Christians are members
of Christ’s body (chruch). This passage simply puts forth the truth that each of us are members of
his body and therefore receive the same loving care that each member of our own body receives
from us.

“‘melos... a. “member of the body... in Hom. the word is found in the plur. Only for members of the body (men and
animals) ...” (Kittel Vol 4 p. 555; NT:3196)

This passage is expounded on in Romans 12 and 1Cor 12.

For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Rom 12:4-6

For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body — whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free — and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one
member but many. 1 Cor 12:12-14

The most important part of this passage that best applies to the husband and wife:

But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no
schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with
it. 1Cor. 12:24-26

This is exactly like Christ and his church and the husband and his wife. Jesus is deeply concerned
about the health and strength of each body part. So also the husband for the wife.

of His flesh and of His bones.

There is some question over whether this clause belongs in the text or not. The KJV AND NKJV
have it. The ASV NASB and NIV omit it. The quote below sums up the issues.

"This sentence, which is added by the TR, has considerable documentary testimony... If it is retained... it will be
an explanation of the affirmation that we are MELE TOU SOMATOS AUTOU, drawn from the thought of our
origin(EK). we are members of Christ's body, as having the source of our spiritual being in Him. this statement of
our spiritual origin in expressed in terms like those used of the origin of our physical life, the allusion bring probably
to the record of the formation of Eve in Gen. 2:23. As the first woman derived her physical being from Adam in the
way there recorded, so we Christians draw our spiritual being from Christ. The evidence however, is decidedly
adverse... The internal evidence may be said to be againstit, in so far, e.g. as a new figure is suddenly introduced,
the statement is carried beyond the idea of relationship, and no clear or congruous meaning can be readily
attached to the new terms, flesh and bones. Nor is it easy in the face of evidence so old and so various to suppose
that the words were mistakenly omitted..." (Nicoll, W. Robertson; "The Expositor's Greek Testament;" Vol Il P.
371-372)

To summarize this information, the proof that it should be retained is not strong. There are many
documents and manuscripts that do not have it in the text. It is easier to explain it being added by
someone to better understand the text than it is to explain why it is absent from some of the main
texts and manuscripts we rely upon.

Yet it can’t be denied that these words are closely related to the next verse. In the text in Genesis,
both phrases are found.

And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh,; She shall be called Woman, Because
she was taken out of Man." 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh. Gen 2:23-24

If it is kept in the text, it is not adding anything to the thought because being one flesh is far more
comprehensive of our relationship with Jesus that flesh and bones.

31 "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
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the two shall become one flesh."

The Spirit quotes Gen 2:24, to further describe the closeness of the marriage relationship and
through it to reveal the fulness of Christ’s relationship to the church. Although these words were
originally spoken by Adam the fact that they are used here makes it clear that Adam was inspired
when he spoke them. When God put Adam to sleep he was alone, when he awoke not only was
he no longer alone, but he was married and the nature of the family was also revealed to him as
he spoke of a father and a mother and the continuation of what God had done with Adam for each
of his offspring when they marry.

That this is complex beyond our imagination is evident not only from the text, but also from the
words that follow. We must be careful as we examine each term not to make it simple enough for
us to understand, for it is far more complex than the definitions can reveal.

When a marriage occurs, there are two distinct steps. The first is the realization and determined
commitment that both the man and the woman are leaving their family to begin a new one. The
term can mean forsaking or it can mean leaving as ending the way things were in order to enter into
the way things have now become. This is not simply a decision on the part of the man and the
woman, it is what God must do in order to create a new family. Each family is made up of a father
and a mother and then come their children. This can’t be broken, because once God has joined
them together than are now a permanent new family. The leaving is complete because God made
it complete. Whether man chooses to accept this or not, it is completed in the act of marriage.

1. kataleipo a strengthened form of /eipo, “to leave,” signifies (a) “to leave, to leave behind,” e. g., Matt 4:13;
(b) “to leave remaining, reserve,” e. g., Luke 10:40; (c) “to forsake,” in the sense of abandoning, translated “to
forsake” in the RV of Luke 5:28 and Acts 6:2; in Heb 11:27 and 2 Peter 2:15, KJV and RV. In this sense it is
translated “to leave,” in Mark 10:7; 14:52; Luke 15:4; Eph 5:31. (Vine’'s NT:2641)

kataleipd, from katé (2596), an intens., and leipd (3007), to leave behind. To forsake, leave, reserve.... (I) To
leave behind at death (Mark 12:19; Luke 20:31) ... (II) In the sense of to leave, to abandon, forsake, equivalent
to leipd (3007), to leave but stronger. Of place (Matt 4:13; Heb 11:27). By implication (Acts 21:3; Sept.: 1 Sam
31:7). Hence of person, to leave, forsake utterly (Matt 16:4; 19:5; 21:17; Mark 10:7; Eph 5:31); of things, to
leave behind, abandon (Luke 5:28) (Complete Word Study Dictionary, NT:2641

There must be no hindrance to forming a new bond. The nature of this joining is far more complex
than we can understand. The word chosen in the material creation means to be glued and
cemented together.

proskollao "to stick to," a strengthened form of kollad (2853) primarily, "to glue or cement together," then,
generally, "to unite, to join firmly,” with pros, "to,"” intensive, is used in the passive voice, reflexively, in a
metaphorical sense, with the meanings (a) "to join oneself to," in Acts 5:36; (b) "to cleave to," of the husband
with regard to the wife, Matt 19:5; Mark 10:7; in Eph 5:31, KJV, "shall cleave to" (KJV, "shall be joined to"). See
CLEAVE. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4347),

proskollao, from prés (4314), to, and kollaé (2853), to glue. To glue one thing to another. ... meaning to be
joined to someone as a companion, follower, (Acts 5:36) to be joined with or to join oneself unto, equivalent
to cleave to, such as a husband to his wife, with the dat. (Matt 19:5 quoted from Gen 2:24; Mark 10:7; Eph
5:31). (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT: 4347

It is not used elsewhere in the Scriptures except in the passages where either Jesus or the Holy
Spirit quotes the passage in Genesis.

But from the beginning of the creation, God 'made them male and female.' 7 'For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh’; so then they are no
longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." Mark 10:6-9

"Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘'made them male and female,' 5 and said, 'For this

reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?

I?/I }9(1) é‘hf%, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Only Jesus and the Holy Spirit know exactly what these four passages actually mean. Man uses
such terms to describe how animals are yoked together with a piece of wood, or of how one person
can commit themselves to another either by contract or agreement. We can then put our own
meaning as to the nature of this commitment.
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The Pharisees saw this as a joining of convenience, whereby any type of inconvenience would
allow the bond of commitment to be removed.

"Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' Mt. 5:31-32

These passages remove such a view. Since man can’t see what God does, he can make up any
ideas he wants. But these passages make it clear that this bond is much deeper than just an assent
between a man and a woman to come together and have children, but can separate if they choose
to do so for whatever reasons seem good enough to them.

Jesus explodes that view by explaining that God is involved in every marriage. He acts to join them
together. We don’t know enough about it to argue about it or even explain it. But three times in the
NT and once in the Old, it is revealed that what God did with Adam and Eve when He took the rib
from his side and by forming a woman out of that rib, made them one flesh. There is no doubt that
in this first joining, they were made one by God in the material creation. But when it is revealed that
all future marriages will also make them one flesh, we are left with an impossible thing to
understand. The man who leaves his family and the women who leaves hers are joined together
by God, becoming one flesh and a new family. Each man and woman are put together by God and
become one. After this act they are one.

Only God can join them together and only God can dissolve that bond.

Since each husband and wife have become one flesh by an act of God’s joining, all that has been
said about how the husband and wife are to see and treat each other are based on God’s
understanding of the nature of the bond and the obligations it places on each wife and on each
husband. Although only Christians will fully submit to God in these matters, it is an evil act of
rebellion to act in any other manner than what is described here.

There is one other component to this idea not discussed here, but helpful to our understanding.
When God said “it is not good for man to be alone,” and then after creating a woman and joining
them together He said:

Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were
the sixth day. Gen 1:31

While we understand that the marriage relationship completed the creation. We must also take into
consideration why was it not good for man to be alone. God made the man and the woman
incomplete. Not simply for procreation, but in an emotional and intellectual way. God made male
and female with different bodies and different ways of thinking and feeling. Together they are
complete and separately God proclaimed it is not good.

God made man with areas that needed complementing with another. He created Him, in such a
way that it was not good for him to be alone. He then created the woman in such a way as to fit his
needs. Man's emotional, physical, intellectual and sexual needs are perfectly fulfilled by his wife.
What is said of the man is also true of the woman. She too is made incomplete on her own and can
only be truly fulfilled by her husband. Man and woman can live without these needs being fulfilled,
but not as happily as with a wife/husband. They become one. A Christian husband and wife are
involved in the greatest of adventures as they seek to fulfill their respective roles in harmony with
the will of God.

While all this is simple and easy to understand, the next verse moves it into the sublime. Simplistic
explanations are good as far as they go, but by calling it a great mystery, it is clear that there is far
more to this than we can understand or explain.

32 This is a great mystery,

As is made clear in the definition, the term mystery here is different from our general use of the
term in English. This word only means that something is unknown and can’t be known until it is
revealed. This perfectly fits on use we make of this term today concerning the mystery genre in
libraries. The book begins with something unknown and then through a series of experiments or
assessments of the facts, but the end of the book the mystery is solved and it is not longer a
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mystery.

musterion ... Philippians 4:12, mueomai, "I have learned the secret," RV). In the NT it denotes, not the
mysterious (as with the English word), but that which, being outside the range of unassisted natural
apprehension, can be made known only by divine revelation, and is made known in a manner and at a time
appointed by God, and to those only who are illumined by His Spirit. In the ordinary sense a "mystery"
implies knowledge withheld; its Scriptural significance is truth revealed. Hence the terms especially
associated with the subject are "made known,” "manifested,” "revealed,” "preached,” "understand,”
"dispensation.” ...” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary, NT:3466)

Scripture often uses mystery in this way. Things God kept hidden and as long as they were hidden
they were mysteries that could not be known. Yet after God revealed them, they were no longer
mysteries except to those who have not yet learned them.

Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the
prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, Rom. 16:25-26

how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as | have briefly written already, 4 by which, when
you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spiritto His holy apostles and prophets:

Eph. 3:3-6
the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from generations, but now has been revealed to His
saints Col. 1:26

But this is a “great” mystery.

“‘megas... great; ... in particular, of space and its dimensions-- as respects... bb compass and extent; large,
spacious... gg. measure and height... long... b. of number and quantity, numerous, large...abundant... used
of intensity and degree... of natural events powerfully affecting the senses, i.q. violent, mighty, strong... 2
predicated of rank, as belonging to a. persons, eminent for ability, virtue, authority, power; ... univ. eminent,
distinguished... something higher, more exalted, more majestic... b. things to be esteemed highly for their
importance, of great moment, of great weight, important... 3. splendid, prepared on a grand scale...” (Thayer,
p. 394-395; 3173).

On every type of scale, this is a mighty and majestic mystery. It is high, majestic and exalted. Any
attempt man might make to explain it will fall far short of the truth. The biggest problem is clear. It
is a great mystery in and of itself, and it has not been explained or revealed, possibly because it
is to complex and deep that there is no way for God to explain it to us. Regardless of the reason,
we must be humble and cautious. Any explanation we can understand will be far short of the reality.

This is what makes the subject of divorce so complex. Some think Jesus is overly harsh in His
teachings. But because we don’t understand marriage and He does and because He is not harsh
but loving and kind, there is obviously more that exists than we can comprehend. So we must walk
by faith and accept what He says as absolute truth. After revealing this, the Spirit gives not more.

but | speak concerning Christ and the church.

The complexities of the marriage relationship were not the purpose of this section, but rather to
make an important observation regarding Christ and the church. Even with all the figures:

Vine and the branches Head and the body Savior and the saved
King and His kingdom Chief Shepherd and the sheep Husband and His bride

We still can’t fully grasp the full significance of our relationship with Him. Some of the family ties
are set forth elsewhere.

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. ... 6 And because you are sons,
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" 7 Therefore you are no
longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. Gal. 2:27-29; 4.6-7

and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, Eph. 2:6
He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: "l will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of
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the assembly | will sing praise to You." 13 And again: "l will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am | and the
children whom God has given Me." 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the
devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. Heb 2:11-16

This passage also takes it into a very complex direction. There is a oneness between Christ and
His church that can only be fully understood when we understand the one flesh relationship
between a husband and wife. Even the act of sexual union in the marriage is filled with mystery that
reflects on our oneness with Jesus.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of Christ and make
them members of a harlot? Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body
with her? For "the two," He says, "shall become one flesh.”" 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 1Cor 6:15-19

33 Nevertheless
This word, in this context “expands on what has preceded.”

“plén, ...1. adverbially, at the beginning of a sentence, serving either to restrict, or to unfold and expand
what has preceded: moreover, besides, so that, according to the requirements of the context, it may also
be rendered but, nevertheless;...” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:4133)

With this term, Paul sought to bring his readers back to his main point. The main thought which
began in 5:21. For the wife to be in submission and the husband to love as Christ loved the church
and as his own body is now summed up.

let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself,

Each one of you (husbands) in particular (each individual in hte midst of the group. Every Christan
who is a husband and every Christian who is a wife. Each one of you individually is to love his wife
as himself. There are no exceptions to this. No one whose wife is "too this or that" to exempt him
from this command.

hekastos... each one of a totality in a distributive sense - ‘each.’ (Lou & Nida, NT: 1538)

hekastos each (one) 1. This pronoun appears ca. 80 times in the NT.... 2. hekastos refers to individual parts of
a whole, as comparison with pas shows. ... it refers to "any and every...” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1538

hékastos, from hékas (n.f.), separate. Each, every one, of any number separately. (1) Generally, as in Matt
16:27, "to each one separately" ... "each one of them" ... (Complete Word Study Dictionary NT:1538

This verse also resembles a passage spoken by Jesus.

36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" 37 Jesus said to him, " "You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38 "This is the first and great commandment.
39 "And the second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 40 "On these two commandments hang
all the Law and the Prophets."

Just as all Christians must love their neighbor as themselves to fulfill the law and the prophets, so
also is each individual Christian husband must love his wife as himself. This will obviously be more
extensive since the husband is around his wife more than any other person, and perhaps more
importantly is more intimate and prone to do what he feels.

and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Every individual Christian who in particular is a wife must also accept the summation of the previous
passages in one word.

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ
is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ,
so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Eph. 5:22-24

The single word summation is the word “respect.”

“phobeo... to terrify, frighten..., to put to flight by terrifying (to scare away). 1. to be put to flight, to flee, ... 2. to fear,
be afraid; ... to be struck with fear, to be seized with alarm: of those who fear harm or injury... of those startled by
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strange sights or occurrences...3. to reverence, venerate, to treat with deference or reverential obedience...”
(Thayer’'s Greek Lexicon, NT:5399).

The wife is to reverence, venerate and treat her husband with deference and reverential
obedience. Although the definition is elastic, the passages are not:

Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without
a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied
by fear. 3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward — arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine
apparel — 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy
women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.
1Pet. 3:1-6

The fear and respect of a wife to her husband is based on “your chaste conduct accompanied by
fear,” and “the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight
of God.” It is also based on how ‘the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves,
being submissive to their own husbands, and how “Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord.”
Those who wish to be like the holy women of old and the true daughters must follow in their steps.

| thought this was a bit of a stretch, but thought it was an interesting amplification.

However, let each man of you [without exception] love his wife as [being in a sense] his very own self; and let the
wife see that she respects and reverences her husband [that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers
him, venerates, and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves and admires him

exceedingly]. [1 Peter 3:2.] Eph. 5:33
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