H Chapter Four

There is a clear break. All that was discussed in the first three chapters were written to teach the
truth about God’s plans and intent. Beginning in Ephesians 1:3 Paul has sought to elevate God to
the highest position of honor and respect in the heart of each saint there at Ephesus. God is to be
highly spoken of and thought of as being worthy of all praise, honor, and devotion. He has blessed
His people with more than they can even imagine in His Son Jesus Christ. As the magnitude of
these blessings unfolded in the remainder of the book, and the depth of those blessings enlighten
the mind, it forces from the Christian a deeper commitment to God and to his cause. Now the Holy
Spirit will begin to make the practical applications that must be observed from these truths.

Since God has taken both Jew and Gentile and removed each from the miserable life they had
made for themselves, offering them richer blessings in this life than they ever dreamed possible,
and abundantly more in the life to come, God asks something in return. They must walk worthy of
this great calling of God. What God had planned in eternity, bought with the price of his Son’s life
blood, and which the Holy Spirit had revealed so clearly to all men, Paul now pleads with these
brethren to promote with all the effort that they possess.

11, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,

Why does Paul repeat prisoner of the Lord from the beginning of the previous chapter. There it was
“For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles” and here, ‘I, therefore, the
prisoner of the Lord.” The reason in the previous chapter was to confirm the equality of the Gentiles
to the Jews that he led to this imprisonment. Jesus had chosen him to be the apostle to the
Gentiles and as he had told the Galatians he refused any compromise.

to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.
Gal. 2:5

He was a prisoner in Rome because of his work among the Gentiles. He returns to it here with a
similar reason. As he will later tell Timothy, Paul was a prisoner of the Lord because he was living
godly in Christ.

persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra — what persecutions |
endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will suffer persecution. 2Tim. 3:11-13

But why does he bring that up now? What does it have to do with his exhortation to walk worthy?
There is no clear answer to this question. It could have been humility or as a good example. It was
clearly something revealed to motivate them to keep these words.

beseech you NKJV/ASV exhort you - NAS implore you - ESV

The term translated “beseech” “exhort” or “implore” is used over 100 times in the NT. Based on its
root meaning of “calling beside,” it always has a strong sense of care and concern on the part of
the one who is speaking. In the gospels it was commonly used by those who approached Jesus
with a need as they pleaded and beseeched Him to heal or help in some way or another. In the
letters, it was used for exhorting, admonishing, encouraging or comforting others.

parakaled (NT:3870) request, urge; comfort; parakiésis (NT:3874) admonition, encouragement, comfort,
request ... 1. On the basis of statistics alone, parakaled / paraklésis are among the most important terms for
speaking and influencing in the NT. The verb (109 occurrences) is used in the Synoptics 25 times,
predominantly as request in the sense of petition, in Paul about 44 times, and in the other Epistles about 18 times,
overwhelmingly as request in the sense of a summoning address and as exhort and comfort. ... The noun
(29 occurrences) is found only in Luke (2 occurrences), Acts (4), Paul (19), 1 Timothy (1), and Hebrews (4). Only
once does it have the sense of request ("appeal," 2 Cor 8:17). The concentration of verb and noun in Acts, 2
Corinthians, 1 Thessalonians, Philemon, and Hebrews leads us to emphasize the root meaning "comfort,"
and to interpret its further occurrences in prominent passages (Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 1:10; Eph 4:1; Jude 3; Phil
2:1) on that basis. (Exegetical Dictionary NT 3870; NT 3874).

parakaleo ... the most frequent word with this meaning, (beseech) lit. denotes "to call to one's side," hence,
"to call to one's aid."” It is used for every kind of calling to a person which is meant to produce a particular



effect, hence, with various meanings, such as "comfort, exhort, desire, call for," in addition to its significance
"to beseech," (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:3870).

This term is used as a way to get close to the people in written form. It is not possible to put tonal
inflection or facial features down on paper. Words like this help make up for this lack. It is a gentle
tone in the voice, it is the kindness and compassion that could be seen on the face if Paul was
present.

It is a gentle way to encourage, exhort, and instruct people. Paul uses it often in his epistles when
asking them to do something very important. Paul seldom used his authority as an apostle as a club
or in a way to compel people to do things. What would be the point since volunteer service to God
is the only quality service anyway? All that God has done for mankind was done to change man’s
will from rebellion to willing service by faith. What Paul was about to plead with them about is one
of the most fundamental and important of all Christian tasks. To live up to what God has done for
them and what they are a part of. He does this by verbally calling them right up to his side and
placing his arm around them and explaining this vital thing to them.

to walk

While in English everything we do while accomplishing the things we want done is done while living.
Those speaking Greek’s saw it differently. To them everything done during the course of one’s life
is done while walking. It included “the whole round of the activities of the individual life, whether of
the unregenerate, Eph. 4:17, or of the believer, (1Cor. 7:17; Col. 2:6).

peripated ... is used (a) physically, in the Synoptic Gospels (except Mark 7:5); always in the Acts exceptin 21:21;
never in the Pauline Epistles, norin those of John; (b) figuratively, "signifying the whole round of the activities
of the individual life, whether of the unregenerate, Eph 4:17, or of the believer, 1 Cor 7:17; Col 2:6. It is
applied to the observance of religious ordinances, Acts 21:21; Heb 13:9, marg., as well as to moral conduct. The
Christian is to walk in newness of life, Rom 6:4, after the spirit, 8:4, in honesty, 13:13, by faith, 2 Cor 5:7, in
good works, Eph 2:10, in love, 5:2, in wisdom, Col 4:5, in truth, 2 John 4, after the commandments of the
Lord, v. 6. And, negatively, not after the flesh, Rom 8:4; not after the manner of men, 1 Cor 3:3; not in
craftiness, 2 Cor 4:2; not by sight, 5:7; not in the vanity of the mind, Eph 4:17; not disorderly, 2 Thess 3:6."
(Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4043)

Everything one thinks, plans, accomplishes or speaks is part of their walk. Where we work, what
we do in our spare time, our walk with God. It all must be worthy of our calling.

worthy

The world spins on an axis. It is the exact center point that allows this movement to be smooth and
stable. All wheels have an axle that when perfectly placed allows the car to ride smoothly.
Everything in live that must balance has an axis or center of gravity that it necessary to keep
perfectly balanced or one will fall. All of this is involved in this Greek word. While the adverb doesn’t
fill in the details like the adjective does,

“axibs; adv. from axios (614), worthy, worthily, suitably, properly (Rom. 16:2; Eph. 4:1;)” (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:516)

“axios properly, bringing up the other beam of the scales, bringing into equilibrium, and therefore
equivalent... The use of axios... shows that two distinct magnitudes are equal or equivalent. an act deserves
praise or punishment:....” (Kittel, TDTNT, Vol 1; p. 379-380; 514)

axios, worthy, appropriate ... 1. This adjective is related etymologically to words for weighing and denotes
that which brings up the other end of the scales (Foerster 379). In the narrower sense of the word it means
equivalent, worthy, appropriate; in a broader sense it indicates the relationship of two quantities. ... NT
usage of the word covers a broad spectrum. Rom 8:18 uses axios in the sense of a weighing of two entities
and contrasts the suffering of the present time with the future glory; ... in 1 Tim 5:18 the word describes in a
positive way the appropriate wages of the laborer. In Luke 23:15 and most of the occurrences in Acts the word
is used in a negative sense to denote the appropriateness of capital punishment for a particular crime. ... Paul
uses the adverb axios only in parenesis (Rom 16:2; Phil 1:27; 1 Thess 2:12; cf. Eph 4:1; Col 1:10) — to
denote the goal and motivation of all Christian action (Foerster 380). ... Axioo consider worthy or
appropriate; request is used frequently in secular texts to express desire (Moulton/Milligan 51; cf. Acts
28:22). NT use of the verb with an accusative object corresponds completely to the use of axios and the
grammatical constructions the latter is found in....” (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:514)



This is all part of the covenant that we enter at our call. On His side is the offer of forgiveness,
salvation, a living hope of eternal life and every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. On man’s
side is faithful and submissive service and obedience. “axios stands between these two distinct
magnitudes.” What God expects Jesus disciples must fulfill.

Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. Mt. 7:21

teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end
of the age." Mt. 28:20

The everyday lifestyle and conduct of each disciple must revolve smoothly around these things.
The balancing scales were devised as a means of weighing different commodities in order that a
just amount might be given. When a certain fixed amount of weight is placed on one side of the
scale, it becomes the means of measuring what is on the other side. The same amount must be
placed on the other side of the scale for them to be equal. Whether it is flour or sugar, gold or
silver, or any other commodity, when the scales sit side by side then the amounts are equal. When
they equal out in this way they are worthy of each another.

Paul beseeches, and exhorts the Ephesians that all that they comprehend about Christianity and
its requirements be continually placed on one side of the scale as the reference point of all their
lives. Itthen becomes their duty to try to live each day in a manner worthy of all those requirements
so that with the setting of the sun and the closing of the day they might be equal. All that was
thought, all that was said, all that was done was of such quality that they measured up one to the
other. This and this alone is walking worthy of our calling. Paul used this several other times in his
letters to emphasize the need for us to have our lives displayed to others in a manner that reveals
the light and salt it should possess.

Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you oram absent, | may
hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, Phil.
1:27-28

that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in
the knowledge of God; Col. 1:10-11

that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 1Th. 2:12
of the calling with which you were called,

They must live up so that God will can count and consider them worthy of His “calling.” The gospel
is often called a “call’ or “a calling.” It is a divine invitation to enter into salvation which also forms
the basis of the term church the ek-klesia (called out). Back in chapter two this was fully revealed.
Dead in sin and children of wrath as the rest, God’s call came to each disciple. Those who heed
the call “come out from among them and live separate.”

“klesis... 1. a calling, calling to, ... 2. a call, invitation: to a feast... in the N.T. everywhere in a technical sense, the
divine invitation to embrace salvation in the kingdom of God, which is made esp. through the preaching
of the gospel:...” (Thayer, p. 329-350; 2821)

klésis, call (noun), summons... (kaled) a calling, call, ... 2. a calling into court, legal summons, prosecution, ...
3.an invitation to a feast, ... Il. a name, appellation, (Liddell and Scott, Abridged Greek Lexicon, NT:2821)

This call came through the gospel. God is calling all men to come out of the darkness and enter
into His marvelous light through the gospel.

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people
but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 1Pet. 2:9-10

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the
beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which He called
you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Th. 2:13-15

This call is one of the central elements of how all Christians must view themselves. As God'’s called
out people (ek-klesia - church), we have both a calling in the sense of a life we have chosen to live.



For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,
are called. 1Cor. 1:26-27

who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 2Tim. 1:9-10

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you
will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2Pet. 1:10-11

Just prior to his death Jesus gave His apostles the command to go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. This was God'’s invitation to all men to return to Him. This is summed
up many times in the Scriptures by the term “calling,” “called,” or “called out.” While God took the
initiative, each person must complete the call by their choice. This special invitation from God is not
compulsive. All choose whether or not they will heed the call.

The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till | make Your enemies Your footstool." 2 The Lord shall send
the rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 3 Your people shall be volunteers In
the day of Your power; Ps. 110:1-3

Once they heed that call they must live up and walk according to its obligations. Israel failed and
God’s name was spoken evil of. Christians must do all within their power to keep that from
happening, seeking instead to adorn the gospel of God.

For “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written. (Rom. 2:24)

Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back,

10 not pilfering, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.
Titus 2:9

Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the name
of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed 1 Tim 6:1

to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be
blasphemed. Titus 2:5-6

This can be viewed as the heading form the rest of the book.

4:1-6 Walking worthy in unity 5:21-6:9 Walking worthy in submission to others.
4:7-16 Walking worthy using the gifts of Christ. 6:10-20 Walking worthy in battle apparel.
4:17-5:20Walking worthy in morality.

2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,

In order for our walk (lifestyle) to be worthy of our calling, it must be accompanied by the full list.
Yet these first three form the foundation.

(1) lowliness (4) forbearing in love,
(2) gentleness, (5) endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit
(3) longsuffering, (6) in the bond of peace.

Any hope of a worthy walk that lives up to the calling can only be found in connection with these
gentle emotions. These are emotional and intellectual qualities that every Christian must seek to
be “in the midst of” and “in association with” them. They accompany all dealings Christians have
with one another.

“meta... a preposition, akin to mesos... and hence properly in the midst of, amid, denoting association, union,
accompaniment;... I. With the GENITIVE, 1. among, with... 2. of association and companionship, with... a.
after verbs of going, coming, departing, remaining, etc. with the genitive of the associate or companion...
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, NT: 3326)

No disciple can successfully walk worthy unless they have as much of these things as possible and
by using the term “all” it is to be a never ending quest where no matter how much is already
attained, we must press on to gain more.

Not that | have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that | may lay hold of that for which
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing
| do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press

4



toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:12-14
Lowliness

The translations are equally divided over whether lowliness or humility best captures this term. It
is a mighty term taking in both qualities, but since it root meaning is lowliness it must either be
expressed or our concept of humility must take in lowliness. This is a “lowliness of mind,”in which
‘the esteeming of ourselves small, inasmuch as we are so,” and thus “the correct estimate of
ourselves.

tapeinophrostiné, feminine noun from tapeinéphron (n.f.), low minded, base, which is from tapeinés (5011), lowly,
humble. Humility, lowliness of mind, the esteeming of ourselves small, inasmuch as we are so, the correct
estimate of ourselves (Acts 20:19; Eph 4:2; Phil 2:3; Col 2:18,23; 3:12; 1 Peter 5:5). For the sinner
tapeinophrostné involves the confession of his sin and a deep realization of his unworthiness to receive God's
marvelous grace. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:5012)

Our next definition adds “modesty” and “the character of his (Paul’s) service as an example.” The
idea of the expression of “in selflessness and renunciation of any will to rule” Truly captures the
essence of how it is used in the gospel. It “stands over against any attitude of selfishness and
conceit, which disrupts and destroys church life.”

tapeinophrosuné humility, modesty fapeinophron humble, modest ... 1. The noun tapeinophrosuné occurs 7
times in the NT ... In his farewell address in Miletus (Acts 20:18-35) "Paul" speaks of the character of his
service as an example ... one can "serve the Lord" only "in all humility” (v. 19), i.e., in selflessness and
renunciation of any will to rule, or (positively) in goodness and with understanding. ... According to Phil 2:3
is the fundamental attitude of Christians in view of the unity of the church. It stands over against any
attitude of selfishness and conceit, which disrupts and destroys church life. ... Humility counts others
better than oneself — regardless of social standing. Those who are humble seek not their own advantage
but the opportunity to serve others (v. 4). Christian humility is grounded in the self-humiliation of Christ
In 1 Peter 5:5 b, as in Phil 2:3, tapeinophrosuné is the fundamental attitude of Christians in their
relationships with one another and with their fellow human beings. ...” (Exegetical Dictionary).

In all of this we need look no further than our Lord Himself.

(doing) nothing through faction or through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind each counting other better
than himself; 4 not looking each of you to his own things, but each of you also to the things of others. 5 Have this
mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on
an equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made
in the likeness of men; 8 and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient (even)
unto death, yea, the death of the cross. Phil. 2:3-8

Jesus tried again and again to get this across to His apostles. Finally telling Peter that if he could
not submit to it, he could no longer have any part with Him.

Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, “What was it you disputed among
yourselves on the road?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would
be the greatest. 35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall
be last of all and servant of all.” (Mk. 9:33-35).

“You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones
exercise authority over them. 43 “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great
among you shall be your servant. (Mk. 10:41-43).

8 Peter said to Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If | do not wash you, you have no
part with Me." ... So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them,
“Do you know what | have done to you? 13 “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so | am. 14 “If
I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 “For
| have given you an example, that you should do as | have done to you. 16 “Most assuredly, | say to you, a
servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17 “If you know these
things, blessed are you if you do them. (Jn. 13:12-17).

It is a long and difficult journey to all lowliness of mind and all humility. Yet we cannot walk worthy
of our calling or keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace without it.

and gentleness,
The translations are equally divided over gentleness and meekness. Sadly this is a word with a



depth and breadth of meaning that cannot easily be explained or understood in English. Meekness
is actually closer to gentleness with the problem that the meaning of meekness in English has a
quality to it that nearly disqualifies it from being used because it leads in the completely opposite
direction than it is designed to take by the Holy Spirit.

The meaning of “mpauTeq” “is not readily expressed in English, for the terms meekness, mildness, commonly
used, suggest weakness and pusillanimity to a greater or less extent, whereas prautes does nothing of the
kind. Nevertheless, it is difficult to find a rendering less open to objection than ‘meekness.’ ‘Gentleness’ has been
suggested, but as prautes describes a condition of mind and heart, and as ‘gentleness’ is appropriate rather to
actions, this word is no better than that used in both English Versions. It must be clearly understood, therefore,
that the meekness manifested by the Lord and commended to the believer is the fruit of power. The
common assumption is that when a man is meek it is because he cannot help himself; but the Lord was ‘meek’
because he had the infinite resources of God at His command. Described negatively, meekness is the
opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest; it is equanimity of spirit that is neither elated nor cast down,
simply because it is not occupied with self at all. (VVine’s Expository Dictionary)

The strength of this meekness is the heart of its power. We can turn the “turn the other cheek,” not
out of weakness but out of strength because God is behind us and this is His will. He will deal with
it far more fairly and with the proper punishment in His own time. He does not need us in this
circumstance and since we know it, we defer to Him. Once this is understood, the rest of it falls into
place. Because of this knowledge, we can always respond with a mild and gentle friendliness.
Which will help keep peace and unity in the church

“mpauTeG... “mild and gentle friendliness,” is the opposite of roughness... of bad temper, or sudden
anger... and brusqueness ... It is close to the epieikeia which tempers stern law... Among the Greeks gentle
friendliness is highly prized as a soc ial virtue ... The systematic thinker Aristotle places prautes as... a mean
between orgilotes (“anger,” “bad temper”) and the spineless incompetence of aorgesia... Since he sets
a positive value on justifiable and moderate anger, mildness is for him, with euorgeton, the laudable mean
between the extremes of anger and indifference...” (Kittel, Vol 6 p 645-646)

Although in our English translations they are different words, it is the same Greek term(mpauTeg ).

Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth. Mt 5:5

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of
gentleness(prautes), considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Gal 6:1-2

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle(prautes) to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility
correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth,
26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him
to do his will. 2 Tim 2:24-26

Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the
meekness(prautes) of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast
and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For
where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality
and without hypocrisy. James 3:13-18

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a
reason forthe hope that s in you, with meekness(prautes) and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they
defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 1Pet 3:15-17

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness(prautes),
longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. Col 3.1

with longsuffering,

The translations are equally divided between longsuffering and patience. Yet longsuffering is more
of a direct translation and keeps us from the ambiguity of the patience that centers on endurance
under trials.

To be long-suffering is to keep anger and a desire for punishment far removed. When in
provocation, through understanding, compassion and love one seeks to help instead of lashing out.

makrothuméé ... makréthumos (n.f.), long-suffering, which is from makrés (3117), long, and thumés (2372),



wrath, anger. To suffer long, be long-suffering, as opposed to hasty anger or punishment (1 Cor 13:4; 1
Thess 5:14; 2 Peter 3:9), to forbear (Matt 18:26,29), to endure patiently as opposed to losing faith or giving up
(Heb 6:15; James 5:7,8), to tarry, delay (Luke 18:7). makrothuméé involves exercising understanding and
patience toward persons while hupoméné (5278) involves putting up with things or circumstances. (Complete
Word Study Dictionary: NT:3114)

In God'’s heart this longsuffering describes God'’s feelings and response when sinners deserve to
be punished, but He waits either for their repentance or for other events to transpire.

makrothumia (NT:3115 - noun) — patience, forbearance, makrothumeo (NT:3114 - verb) — have forbearance,
be patient; makrothumos (NT:3116) — patiently ... 1. The verb appears in the NT 10 times, the noun 14 times,
and the adverb once. ... In the NT makrothumia is both an attribute of God (and Jesus) and a characteristic
of the Christian. Here there is a dependence in part on the OT and early Jewish use of this word. God's
makrothumia refers also here to his forbearance. However, it is especially the characteristic of an interim
period in which God holds back his wrath in order to give people the opportunity to repent, to avoid the
wrath of God, and to receive salvation. ... In this sense it is found in Rom 2:4: forbearance is parallel to the
"kindness" (chrstotes) and the "patience" (anoche) of God ... Rom 9:22 is similar, though here the motif of
repentance does not appear. According to 1 Peter 3:20 God waited patiently before the flood ... according to 2
Peter 3:9,15 God's judgment is delayed because God is forbearing and wants people to repent and be without sin
and thus be saved ... (Exegetical Dictionary NT:3114; 3115; 3116)

This comes out clearly in the passages below.

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 2Pet. 3:9

when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few,
that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 1Pet. 3:20

bearing with one another

Under difficult circumstances between people, one or both must bear with and endure for peace
to continue. This is a quality that comes from the previous three. Those who are lowly, meek and
longsuffering are fully prepared to bear with the difficulties of the new convert or those who create
an unnecessary conflict.

“anecho... inthe NT only in the Middle anechomai... to hold up. hence in middle to hold one’s self erect and firm
(against any person or thing), to sustain, bear (with equanimity), to bear with, endure...” (Thayer, p. 44-45; 430)

anécho; , from ana (303), in, and écho (2192), to have. To hold up or back from falling, e.g., the rain (Sept.:
Amos 4:7). To hold in or back, restrain, stop. In the NT, only in the middle anéchomai ... To hold oneself
upright, to bear up, hold out, endure. ... (I) Spoken of things, to endure, bear patiently, with the gen. as
afflictions (2 Thess 1:4). ... Spoken of persons, to bear with, have patience with in regard to the errors or
weaknesses of anyone (Matt 17:17; Mark 9:19; (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:430).

Yet the Holy Spirit makes this mutual. Everyone has flashpoints sometimes based on conviction
and other times on spiritual weakness. As is set forth in Romans 14, there are strong and weak in
all sorts of matters. When problems arise among brethren that are not sinful, the one who
considers himself to be wronged bears with the one who believes they are right and bears with the
one they think is wrong. It is like a see saw. One up and one down and each Christian from time
to time in one position or the other.

allélén... 1. The reciprocal pronoun allélon ... is formed by the doubling of the stem allo- (allos). It originally
means one to the other(s) ... thus it corresponds to Eng. each other ... 2. The understanding of allélon... in the
NT is unproblematic; the translation each other or mutually is sufficient for every instance. ... is used in
connection with groups of persons who are in some way peers and with reference to relationships...”
(Exegetical Dictionary, NT:240)

“allelon... one another; reciprocally, mutually...” (Thayer’s, Greek Lexicon, NT: 240)
Sometimes people in the world and even brethren are hard to get along with. There are times
when it becomes our duty to bear with, forbear and tolerate with love those whose personalities are

not yet what they ought to be. This patient toleration will help us to walk worthy of the calling
wherewith we were called.

in love,



This unselfish care and concern for the needs of others is the foundation of so many aspects of our
relationship with them. Sin will always choose the selfish misuse and abuse of others while love will
always walk the path of sacrifice in the unselfish desire to help the other. This is made clear in its
inspired definition.

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave

rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;
7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. 1Cor. 13:4-8

The Unity of the Spirit

The Holy Spirit placed the emotions of lowliness, meekness, longsuffering forbearance on the same
level as endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Every doctrinal disagreement, whether it is a clear false doctrine or a matter of expediency pose
the greatest threat to unity. Often, the gentle qualities that began this discussion will keep things
from being pressed too far. Seeking common ground can turn to compromise, but pushing to hard
can lead to a division that was unnecessary. Keeping strong convictions in check is very difficult
to do without these qualities.

Before each discussion of such matters each mature Christian must place the emotion on one side
and the quest for unity on the other and neither must he violated.

So we have two fundamental absolutes. First, we must all be united and second we must all speak
the same and have no divisions among us. There are times that this must become a battle and a
division becomes inevitable.

Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, Acts 15:2

But there are other times when compromise and a longsuffering that allows each side to grow to
understand the truth. It often takes the wisdom of Solomon to see which is the best course.

3 endeavoring to keep

There is no consensus among the translations for this term. Give diligence (ASV/NASB), eager
(ESV), strive earnestly (AMP). They are translating a term that can mean any of these things. This
is the attitude of one who considers this task to be so important that it is always in mind and they
are always ready to work toward it.

“spoudazo... |. intr. to make haste, 1. of things, fo be busy, eager, zealous, earnest to do a thing, be busy,
eager, zealous, earnest to do a thing, ... absol. fo be serious or earnest, |l. trans., 1. to do anything hastily
or earnestly, to be zealously pursued, ... 2. Pass., also, of persons, to be treated with respect, to be courted,
...” (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon NT:4704)

spoudazo ... to do something with intense effort and motivation - to work hard, to do one’s best, to
endeavor.’ ... (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT 4704)

Added to the intensity is the word keep, which also demands effort, care and concern. Those who
guard and attend to carefully are already putting forth great efforts.

“tereo... to attend to carefully, take care of; i.e. a. prop. to guard... b. metaph. to keep, ... to hold firmly... c. to
observe ... d. to reserve...” (Thayer, p. 622; 5083)

tereo ... guard, preserve; hold fast to, keep, follow ... in the NT ... 70 occurrences... is used with its literal
meaning — to guard (prisoners) — most often in Acts (24:23; 25:4,21)...” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:5083.)

The need for unity is among the most important of all qualities to those who seek to walk worthy
of their calling. There is so much error and so many who believe in it. For the church to remain
united on the basis of truth will take all the diligence and efforts we can put forth.

the unity of the Spirit

The term “unity” simply another word for “one.” It is a oneness that results from agreement,
unanimity and unity.

hendtés, fem. noun from heis (1520), one, and the gen. hends, of one. Oneness, unity (Eph 4:3,13). Complete



Word Study Dictionary: NT:1775)
“henotes... (from heis, henos, one), unity... i.q. unanimity, agreement...” (Thayer, p. 217; 1775)

This is exactly what Jesus prayed for.

“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 “that they all
may be ONE, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be ONE in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me. 22 “And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be ONE just
as We are ONE: 23 “I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in ONE, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. Jn. 17:19-23

This was the reason why the Holy Spirit was sent by both Jesus and the Father. To bring the truth
that would lead to unity. That is why it is called the unity of the Spirit or the Spirit’s unity. The Holy
Spirit has revealed there is only one and we must exert all the energy we have to guard that unity.

ONE body and ONE Spirit, just as you were called in ONE hope of your calling; 5 ONE Lord, ONE faith, ONE
baptism; 6 ONE God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. Eph 4.4-6

There is no room for argument or compromise. These are absolutes and we must endeavor with
all our being to keep unity on these essential things. When all is functioning and operating as it
should, the Paul’'s plea will be done by all.

Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. 1Cor. 1:10-12

When a congregation of God’s people is perfectly joined together in the same mind and the same
judgement regarding the truths of the N.T., then the unity of the Spirit will exist there. Unless we
have unity upon the basis of the truth revealed by the apostles which brought them into fellowship
with the Godhead, then all earthly unity is futile. Our unity must first and foremost be based upon
our unity with God, his Son Jesus Christ who prayed so fervently that all Christians would be one.

This is why it is the Spirit’s unity. It is not our unity, based on our thoughts and ideas. This is a unity
based only on the will of the Father that the Holy Spirit has revealed.

in the bond of peace.

Peace is a cohesive force. When a congregation is at peace with one another it has a binding force
which will keep people together. If everyone is convinced that this is a bond formed by the Holy
Spirit’s unity, they it will join and bind together. For the Greeks this was the “middle thing” that holds
two or more things together that would not naturally hold together.

Depending on what is being held together, it can be the ‘link, joint, means of binding (especially
mortar), bond, chain or loop. Thus the link holding the chain or the chain itself holding an anchor
to a ship or the mortar that holds the stones together.

sundesmos, masc. noun from sundéé (4887), to join together. That which binds together, a band, bond. A
tendon or ligament of the bones (Col 2:19). Figuratively (Eph 4:3; Col 3:14 (Complete Word Study Dictionary:
NT:4886

sundesmos means the "middle thing” by which two or more things are joined together. It is thus the "link,"
"joint," "means of binding" (esp. mortar), "bond," "chain" or "loop," "that which is bound or held together,"
(Kittel, TDWNT, NT:4886)

sundesmos an intensive form desmos, NT:1199), "a band, fetter, anything for tying” (from deo, "to bind,
fasten with chains, denoting "that which binds firmly together, ...” (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4886),

What holds people together is found in the midst of peace. Peace is considered by God to be a
band and a bond and to work in the same way among a congregation of God’s people as the
ligaments do in the human body. Paul uses the preposition “in” to stress how important this is:

"en...a preposition taking the dative after it;... Eng. in, on, at, with, by among. | LOCALLY; 1. of Place proper;
a. in the interior of some whole; within the limits of some space... 5. used of that with which a person is
surrounded, equipped, furnished, assisted, or acts... d. of the instrument or means by or with which
anything is accomplished, owing to the influence of the Hebr. prep... much more common in the sacred writ.
than in the prof... where we say with, by means of, by(through)..." (Thayer, p. 209-212; 1722)



Peace is the bound in which all brethren are held together. The primary definition of peace is either
absence of conflict or a state where there is no war. It is also a harmony and concord between
individuals thus peace is that middle thing that holds brethren together. It is the tie that binds our
hearts in Christian love.

“eirene,... The basic feature of the Greek concept of eirene is that the word does not primarily denote a
relationship between several people, or an attitude, but a state, i.e., "time of peace" state of peace,"

originally conceived of purely as an interlude in the everlasting state of war...” (Kittel, TDWNT NT:1515)

“eirene,... 1. a state of national tranquility; exemption from the rage and havoc of war... 2. peace between
individuals, i. e. harmony, concord... 3. security, safety, prosperity, felicity, (because peace and harmony
make and keep things safe and prosperous)... 5. acc. to a conception distinctly peculiar to Christianity, the
tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing form God and content with
its earthly lot, of whatsoever sort that is...” (Thayer, 182; 1515)

All efforts should be put forth to keep peace in a congregation of God’s people. When people are
not endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the cohesive bond of peace, then they are not
walking worthy of their calling.

Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. Mt. 5:9

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but
be of good cheer, | have overcome the world." Jn. 16:33

for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18
For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 Therefore let us pursue
the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another. Rom. 14:17-20

Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you all. 2Th. 3:16
Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. James 3:18

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by
those who make peace. Jas. 3:15-18

"He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips from speaking deceit.
11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and pursue it. 1Pet. 3:10-11

Eph 4:7-
7 But to each one of us grace was given

The conjunction translated “but” has a larger variety of meanings in Greek than it does in English.
It is used to introduce something else. But whether it is opposed to what preceded or simply
continuative or explanatory can only be determined by context.

dé; a particle standing after one or two words in a clause, strictly adversative, but more frequently denoting
transition or conversion, and serving to introduce something else, WHETHER OPPOSED TO WHAT
PRECEDES OR SIMPLY CONTINUATIVE OR EXPLANATORY. Generallyit has the meaning of but, and, or also,
namely. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT :1161)

Thus by reading ahead we can get the thought of how they are connected. Since unity is again
mentioned, this is not a change of subject, but a continuation and explanation.

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till
we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ; Eph. 4:11-14

The gifts that Christ has given are the human side of the work of the Holy Spirit. As Paul said in Eph
3:3-4. The Holy Spirit revealed it to him, he wrote it and when disciples read it they will have his
understanding. Jesus gave the apostles and prophets so the Holy Spirit would have the means to
bring the truth that we now endeavor to keep in unity of the Spirit. Jesus also gave the evangelists,
shepherds and teachers who would be responsible until the end of the age to use the apostles and
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prophets to keep the unity of the Spirit.

Every true and genuine disciple has been given the grace necessary to keep the Holy Spirit’s unity.
It has all resulted from Christ’s gift. Jesus’ death on the cross fulfilled all the necessary conditions

to fulfill the prophesy that is now quoted. It is all based ” — -
on the “measure” of Christ’s gift. kata” —in proportion to,

. according to the measure of
according to the measure

The grace that was given to each one of us is in
proportion and accordance to the measure of Christ’s
gift. Grace is on one side and the measure of the gift is
on the other side. The more weight we see in Christ’s
gift, the more grace (the gift we were given) we will be
able to see.

“kata,... Il with the Accusative... 3. it denotes reference,
relation, proportion, of various sorts; a. distributively,
indicating a succession of things following one another... b... as

respects; with regard to; in reference to; so far as relates to;
as concemning;...c. according to, agreeably to; in reference to
agreement or conformity to a standard, in various ways (aa)
according to anything as a standard, agreeably to...(bb) in
proportion to, according to the measure of...” (Thayer's Greek
Lexicon, NT:2596)

katé; prep. expressing the relation in which one thing stands towards another, thus also everywhere implying
manner. Spoken of: (1) Accordance, conformity, e.g., (a) Of a norm, rule, standard of comparison meaning
according to, conformable to, after: "According to your faith be it unto you" (Matt 9:29); "do not do
according to their works" (a.t. [Matt 23:3]); "according to the tradition of the elders™ (Mark 7:5); "according
to the law" (Luke 2:22,39); "according to the commandment" (Luke 23:56); ..."(Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:2596)

This is exactly what the Holy Spirit intends to do here. He will now measure, both the content and

extent (length). This will be the limit and proportion of how Christ’s gift will be an act of grace and
favor to help each Christian endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit.

metron, ... that by which anything is measured: 1. a measure or rule, ... 2. a measure of content, whether
solid or liquid, 3. measure, length, size, 4. due measure or limit, proportion, (Liddell and Scott Abridged
Greek Lexicon. NT:3358)

‘“METRON... 1. an instrument for measuring; a. a vessel for receiving and determining the quantity of
things, whether dry or liquid:... b. a graduated staff for measuring, measuring-rod:... 2. determined extent,
portion measured off, measure or limit...” (Thayer, p. 408; 3358)

The rest of this section will allow us to measure the measure of Christ’s gift. Seeking to measure
the length, the weight, or the magnitude of Christ’s gift to mankind, is the only means by which the
greatness of the grace given to each of us can be comprehended. The gift so lovingly and
mercifully given, which contains such great value, is to be understood on the basis of Christ’s gift
to the church. These gifts are not only precious, but they are also practical. They can take the
lowest of people and change them into the greatest asset for the Lord and His Church.

of Christ’s gift.

While Christ’s death on the cross brought redemption, salvation and forgiveness to all, that is not
the context of this passage. The context of this passage focuses on our obligation to keep the unity
of the Spirit. It is a task fraught with difficulties and adversaries (Eph 6:10-18). This was all taken
into consideration and the solution was devised and given by Christ as a gift.

The prophecy quoted from the OT gives context to the scope and measure of Christ’s gift, giving
a detailed explanation of what the price He paid to give these gifts. When people receive a gift, they
often measure it by its cost. Often, the greater its value, the greater the love the gift expresses.

8 Therefore He says:
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The purpose of this verse is to coordinate what precedes. The inference will be self evident once
we see and understand.

dio... serves to coordinate what follows with what precedes ... occurs esp. in Acts (8 times), ... Pauline letters
(22), and in the other letters of the NT (11, of which 9 are in Hebrews) ... (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT NT:1352

“dio, dioper, relatively emphatic markers of result, usually denoting the fact that the inference is
self-evident - ‘therefore, for this reason, for this very reason, so then. 'therefore, that field was called Field
of Blood' Matt 27:8; ... 'for this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God' Luke 1:35. ... 'therefore, if meat
causes offense to my fellow believer, | will never eat meat' 1 Cor 8:13; ...” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon
NT:1352)

Ps 68:18 is a song describing the power of God to destroy enemies and bring the righteous who
are oppressed to victory through His power and majesty. He does this by destroying the enemies.
This pass sums up what God has done in the past for His people. the closest Old Testament
passage to what is spoken here though not an exact parallel.

Let God arise, Let His enemies be scattered; Let those also who hate Him flee before Him. ... 7 O God, when
You went out before Your people, When You marched through the wilderness, ... 17 The chariots of God are
twenty thousand, Even thousands of thousands; The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the Holy Place. 18
You have ascended on high, you have led captivity captive; you have received gifts among men, even from the
rebellious, that the LORD God might dwell there. 19 Blessed be the Lord, Who daily loads us with benefits, The
God of our salvation! 20 Our God is the God of salvation; And to God the Lord belong escapes from death.
Ps. 68:18-20

The passage in its original setting would not have been understood as a Messianic prophesy, but
the Holy Spirit used it here as an explanation of what Jesus did to bring every aspect of this Psalm
to fulfillment. “Enemies scattered, “the LORD God might dwell there,” “God of salvation,” “escape
from death.” The biggest difference in the passage is the change from the gifts coming from men
to the gifts being given to men. Yet the one precedes the other. First Jesus gave the tools
necessary and then the men gave back to Him for all He has done.

“When He ascended on high,

When Jesus ascended back up into heaven. When after his death, burial, and resurrection and
after his forty days on the earth, He ascended back up into heaven to sit at the right hand of God
in an exalted state.

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out
of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them
in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” Acts 1:9-11

“For David says concerning Him: “l foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is at my right hand, that | may
not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.
27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. Acts 2:25-
27

“Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he
says himself: “The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Till | make Your enemies Your
footstool.” Acts 2:33-35

"l was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given
dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be
destroyed. Dan. 7:13-14

In the passages above, the fulness of His ascending on high is brought out. His soul was first
returned to his body, and then after 40 days of teaching and preaching, he returned to heaven to
sit at the Right hand of God. When he ascended in this manner, he did something else of great
importance.
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he led captivity captive,

The term “captivity” refers to a state in which one has been taken by an enemy and held against
their will. This can be true in a war where prisoners are taken, it also applies to those who are put
into prison for violating law. Jesus took this captivity, and he led it captive. The term captive is
defined:

aichmaloteuo, signifies (a) "to be a prisoner of war," (b) "to make a prisoner of war." The latter meaning is the only
one used in the NT, Eph 4:8. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:162)

aichmalédsia, fem. noun from aichmaldtos (164), a captive. The state of being captive or of taking someone captive
by the force of the spear. In Eph 4:8 aichmalésia is used with the verb aichmalétizé (163), to take captive, meaning
a captive multitude. Quoted from Ps 68:18, it is a prophecy of the distribution of gifts (charismata) [5486]) to
believers. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:*161

Hence when Jesus ascended back into heaven, he had captured captivity itself. This is obviously
a complex spiritual situation. In order to fully comprehend what Paul is driving at here, other
passages must be consulted. When He nailed the law of Moses to the cross, he also disarmed
principalities and powers. He also has the keys of death and Hades.

having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken
it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. Col. 2:14-15

| am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and
of Death. Rev. 1:18

Since Jesus has the keys to the prison of death and Hades, this captivity at least includes them.
Since these principalities and powers are not identified, we can’t speak about details. Once one
descended into Hades, there was no way to come back out of it. Yet there was much more to the
captivity than this.

While on the earth, Jesus performed many mighty works. One of these works was the casting out
of demons. While casting them out he proved he had power even over Satan. The Pharisees tried
to destroy his influence by stating their belief that he was in league with Satan, and that Satan
himself was giving him this power. Jesus answer is helpful in understanding how he led captivity
captive.
24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the
ruler of the demons.” 25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself
is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand. 26 “If Satan casts out Satan,
he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 27 “And if | cast out demons by Beelzebub, by
whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges. 28 “But if I cast out demons by the
Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 “Or how can one enter a strong man’s
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.
Mt. 12:24-29

Jesus stated in Matthew 12:29 in a parablethat he was binding the strong man and would soon be
plundering his house. When he sent out the 12 with similar power, they returned rejoicing and
Jesus explained more fully what they had done.

17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 18
And He said to them, “l saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” Lk. 10:17-18

Satan’s complete fall was drawing ever nearer. The Hebrew writer speaks of the culmination of this
fall and removal of all power from Satan and giving it to Jesus.

14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that
through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. Heb. 2:14-15

When Jesus died he destroyed him who the power over death, even the devil. He also released
those who through fear of death were subject to bondage their entire lives. This is the captivity that
Jesus led captive. Jesus now has the keys to death and Hades and can open the door to them at
any time. He will release all who have served him into everlasting life.
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The greatest of all passages on this theme is found in the book of Revelation. In this passage the
war itself is spoken of as occurring after Jesus ascended into heaven. It was a war of complete
victory. Satan was completely cast out of heaven with no hope of return, and all the brethren were
cleared of any stigma he might cast up at them and are now safe.

7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels
fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast
to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10 Then | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser
of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. Rev. 12:7-10

Summing up this thought, for a season, Satan had held power. He had controlled death and Hades.
With his death on the cross, descending into Hades and ascending out of it and back to the right
hand of God, Jesus took complete and absolute control, not only over death and Hades, but also
over Satan himself. With this much power and control Jesus was able to give to men great and vital
gifts.

and gave gifts to men.”

This is the portion of the passage that takes careful thought. Jesus gave gifts to men in order that
they might be better equipped to give themselves back to him. It was one of the most wonderful
acts that Jesus did for His church. He offered himself, and went into battle for those weaker than
himself in order that they might be capable of giving gifts that God could accept back from them.

9 (Now this, “He ascended”-- what does it mean but that He also first descended into the
lower parts of the earth?

Hades and Sheol are both referred to as going down into the depths.
For great is Your mercy toward me, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. Ps. 86:13
But he knoweth not that the dead are there; That her guests are in the depths of Sheol. Pr. 9:18

But if Jehovah make a new thing, and the ground open its mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto
them, and they go down alive into Sheol; then ye shall understand that these men have despised Jehovah.
Num. 16:30

Before Christ could ascend into heaven He had to first descend. At His death His soul entered
Hades. Beginning first with his descending from heaven to the earth, and continuing through to his
descending from this earth into Hades by means of the death of the cross.

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Phil. 2:5-7

The Word who become flesh and dwelt among us suffered and sacrificed Himself to purchase and
possess the gifts which he then gave freely to mankind.

10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might
fill all things.)

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,
11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil. 2:9-11

"l was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given
dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be
destroyed. Dan. 7:13-14

As Paul continues to extol Christ and what he did and has accomplished, and what God offered
him for doing it all, he again returns to superlatives. This is the same term used earlier in the book
to describe the same event in a different context.
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the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put
all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all. Eph. 1:20-21

The meaning of “far above” is seen in the blending of the adverb ano - “at the top and upward, to
the brim, and the preposition huper - over above, beyond, away over.” Jesus is so far far above the
heavens that iit is impossible to comprehend.

huperand, adv. from hupér (5228), above, or an intensive, and ané (507), up, upwards. Up above, high or far
above. ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:5231

and is an adverb of place, formed with final - w in the same way as kato, eiso, and opis0 ... It bears the sense
of both above (at the top) and upward. ... a) In the sense of at the top and appears in the combination ... to the
brim (John 2:7). ... in Gal 4:26 and is the heavenly Jerusalem, which is contrasted with the present Jerusalem
(v. 25). In Col 3:1,2 the Church is exhorted: : seek, set your minds on things that are above. ...” (Exegetical
Dictionary NT:507)

"huper... ... with the GENITIVE; 1. prop. of place, i.e. of position, situation, extension: over, above, beyond,
across. In this sense it does not occur in the N. T.; but there it always, though joined to other classes of
words, has a tropical signification derived from its original meaning... [l with the accusative... over, beyond,
away over; more than; 1. prop. of the place "over" or "beyond".. 2. metaph. of the measure or degree
exceeded... lll in composition huper denotes 1. over, above, beyond... 2. excess of measure, more than..."
(Thayer's Greek Lexicon; NT: 5228)

He is highly exalted to a position far above all others. Christ cannot be thought of highly enough
by His people. Although we are introduced to Him as a man, born of a virgin and crucified on the
cross, the Holy Spirit revealed that before He was a man, he was with God in the beginning, was
God, and all things were created through Him. This is majesty and power. After His humiliation,
crucifixion, burial and resurrection, at the ascension His position, given by God is far far above
everyone else except Him.

All the above was done in order that God might allow Him to fill all things. This is the not the first
time in this epistle Paul has spoken of Christ’s role as the one who fills all things. But even with
these scriptures the meaning is not easily seen.

that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven and which are on earth — in Him. Eph 1:10-11

22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles,

The origin of the apostles is set forth as something Jesus chose to do. There were no apostles
under the old law. The twelve He appointed were chosen to “be with Him, and that He might send
them out (apostolos) to preach. After praying all night twelve men were chosen to represent Him
and proclaim the gospel.

And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him. 14 Then
He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach (apostolos),
15 and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: Mk. 3:13-19

Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to
God. 13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom
He also named apostles: 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John;
Philip and Bartholomew; 15 Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; 16
Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. Lk. 6:12-16

Jesus chose a term that wasn’t extensively used and gave it the meaning He wanted it to have. It
carries both authority and extent — meaning where ever He sends them.

apostolos, masc. noun from apostéllo (649), to send. Used as a substantive, one sent, apostle, ambassador.
The Lord chose the term apdstoloi to indicate the distinctive relation of the Twelve Apostles whom He
chose to be His withesses because in Classical Greek the word was seldom used (Luke 6:13; Acts 1:2,26).
Therefore, it designates the office as instituted by Christ to witness of Him before the world (John 17:18). It also
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designates the authority which those called to this office possess....” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:652)

apostolos ... It is not easy to point to an adequate parallel for the NT usage of this important word, Apart
from its use in Attic inscriptions, as Syll 153 ( B.C. 325) = “fleet,” “naval expedition,” apostolos is used for a

expenses of corn-transport, it is of interest to notice that each apostolos is known by the name of its
owner...” (Moulten & Milliagn, Vocabulary of the Greek New Testament, 652)

After His death, they quickly rose to prominence in the work He had chosen for them. First, they
were to make disciples of all nations and second they were to teach these disciples to observe all
things He had commanded them.

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them. 17
When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came to them and spake unto
them, saying, All authority has been given unto me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 20
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | commanded you: and behold, | am with you always, even
unto the end of the world. Mt. 28:18-20

As they chose the successor to Judas, they outlined the focus of their mission. They were also the
eyewitnesses to His death and resurrection.

"Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must
become a witness with us of His resurrection.” ... 26 And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And
he was numbered with the eleven apostles. Acts 1:21-22, 26

Their position in the kingdom is clearly seen in the words He spoke to them. It is important to
remember that when Jesus ascended, there was no record of His life or teaching. As God had done
with Moses, Jesus did with the apostles. It was left to them to leave that record until the end of the
age. Their authority was not to be questioned because they were inspired by the Holy Spirit to
perfectly fulfill their mission.

He that hears you hears me; and he that rejects you rejects me; and he that rejects me rejects him that sent
me. Lk. 10:16

Verily, verily, | say unto you, he that receives whomsoever | send receives me; and he that receives me receives
him that sent me. Jn. 13:20

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring
to your remembrance all that | said to you. Jn. 14:26

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth,
has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears
He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. Jn. 16:12-13

Paul also became an apostle, but much later than the others.

Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For | am the least of the
apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the
grace of God | am what | am, 1Cor. 15:8-10

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised
Him from the dead), Gal. 1:1

The men in this office wrote most of the books in the NT Scriptures. Paul wrote 13, John wrote 5
Peter wrote 2 and Matthew wrote 1. So out of the 27 books in the NT 21 were written. The
remaining books were written by the prophets, Mark (1) Luke (2) James (1) and Jude (1). The book
of Hebrews doesn’t identify an author.

some prophets,

Until Saul laid waste the church, the church in Jerusalem was guided and led by the twelve
apostles. The addition of the prophets began with Stephen and after his death and the scattering
of the church into Judea and Samaria, the prophets take an important but limited position in the
church. Philip was a prophet, but in these early days of the church, it was made clear that the
apostles had a more comprehensive position in the church. They could not bestow the Holy Spirit
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on disciples. Only through the laying on of the apostles hands was this possible.

Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
unto them Peter and John: who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the
Holy Spirit: for as yet it was fallen upon none of them: only they had been baptized into the name of the Lord
Jesus. Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that
through the laying on of the apostle’s hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, Acts 8:14-18

Everywhere that the two offices are listed side by side the apostles are always mentioned first.

And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 1Cor. 12:28

But in the matter of their being gifts of Christ to the church it centers on the revelation of the gospel.
All the truth that God revealed through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit has come through the work
of the apostles and prophets. So much so that the church is actually built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus being the chief cornerstone.

Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in
the Lord Eph. 2:19-21

how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as | have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you
read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known
to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: Eph. 3:3-5

These two offices were made permanent in the writings of the NT. Just as Moses did not have to
be replaced but continued his work as lawgiver through his writings, so also the apostles and
prophets. After the death of James there is no mention of a replacement and with the death of the
last apostle, the means of making prophets (through the laying on of the apostles hands) was gone
forever. But everything Jesus wanted them to accomplish was completed when the Holy Spirit
guided them into all truth.

The letters of the apostles and prophets are the commandments of the Lord, and what they are by
letter in the NT, they would also be if they were present with us today.

If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which | write to you are
the commandments of the Lord. 38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 1Cor. 14:37-38

Let such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters when we are absent, such we will also
be in deed when we are present. 2Cor. 10:11

For this reason | have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you
of my ways in Christ, as | teach everywhere in every church. 1Cor. 4:17

We have no lack today, the scriptures make us complete, thoroughly furnished unto every good
work (2Tim. 3:16-17), they are also “all things that pertain unto life and godliness”(2Pet. 1:3). These
gifts of Christ which reveal His will and teach his disciples to do all things he has commanded (Mt.
28:18) they are the single most precious gift which the disciples possess today in their endeavor
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

The remaining three gifts complement the completed work of the apostles and prophets. After the
death of the apostles and prophets, their role became passive. They cannot be asked to explain
a little more clearly what they meant. They cannot exhort and strengthen.

Christ saw a need for others who could practically apply that which the apostles and prophets have
written. He fulfilled this need by giving three other offices to the church. These will always be the
living men changing from generation to generation.

some evangelists,

Since evangelists are placed into the same list with apostles and prophets is is evident that the Holy
Spirit wanted us to see them as an additional office. They form the bridge between the permanent
offices of apostles and prophets, and the gifts that must be filled with men with each new
generation. Along with the shepherds and teachers, the evangelists have been given as a very
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important gift from Jesus to His church. (Eph. 1:22-23). Timothy, in doing the work of evangelist
was warned to “handle accurately the word of truth” and to “preach the Word urgently” (2Tim. 2:15;
4:1-5). Since an evangelist preaches the word, he is also called a preacher. Through their accurate
use of the books written by the apostles and prophets they “equip the saints, for the work of
ministry,” in order that the body of Christ would be edified and built up”.

Another man who was an evangelist was Philip.

On the next day we who were Paul's companions departed and came to Caesarea, and entered the
house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. Acts 21:8-9

The Holy Spirit first gave us an account of the work he did (Acts 8), and then told us he was an
evangelist while doing it. It all started with the great persecution that came on the church in
Jerusalem, that left only the apostles.

At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Acts 8:1

While every Christian was preaching the word as they went everywhere, Philip is the only one who
is later called an evangelist. He went down to Samaria and preached Christ to them.

Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 5 Then Philip went down
to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. Acts 8:4-5

While some have affirmed that since everyone was preaching the word, everyone is an evangelist.
But those who do not dedicate their entire life to preaching the gospel are not evangelists. The
office of an evangelist, like that of apostle, prophet, elder and teacher are reserved for those who
spend all their time doing the work of that office.

We can see this clearly in a doctor or nurse. While anyone can bandage a wound or give a
medication to someone, they are not doctors or nurses. A true doctor or nurse spends enough time
becoming qualified to be appointed to that office and then dedicates their lives caring for the sick
and injured. The application is clear. Putting a bandage on someone or giving them medicine does
not make someone a doctor or nurse. Preaching a sermon or teaching a class does not make one
a preacher or an evangelist.

Philip the evangelist went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. This is what
he did as an evangelist and it is clearly a part of the work of an evangelist. As he preached God'’s
word, many obeyed the gospel and a new church began in the city of Samaria.

But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself also believed; and when
he was baptized he continued with Philip, Acts 8:12-13

This clearly identifies and defines one of the things that clearly falls under the work and role of an
evangelist. Just as Philip the evangelist went to Samaria and through his preaching and baptizing
a new local church began, so have multitudes of evangelists done. When a man dedicates his life
to preaching God’s word and properly prepares himself for that task, he becomes an evangelist.
It is these men who have gone all over the world since that time until today preaching like Philip
the evangelist. In this way, the gospel has an office/gift from Jesus to move it from place to place.

and some pastors

No one really knows why the KJV translators chose to translate the Greek poimen with the Latin
pastor instead of the English shepherd, but it has caused great harm to those who do not take the
time to understand what the office of a shepherd is in the NT.

The term “shepherd” has a long and emotional history among the people of Israel. David was a
shepherd and wrote many of his psalms based upon his experiences as a shepherd. Jacob was
a shepherd caring for Laban’s sheep (Gen. 31:38-40), and Abel was a keeper of sheep (Gen. 4:2).
God used the relationship of a shepherd to his sheep to describe His own relationship to his
people. One is almost overwhelmed with the amount of information found in the OT concerning
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shepherds. Jehovah, the Messiah, and the rulers of Israel were called shepherds.

“poimaino ...to feed, to tend a flock, keep sheep;... to rule, govern: of rulers;... of the overseers (pastors) of the
church...” (Thayer, p 527)

“poimen... a herdsman, esp, a shepherd; ... metaphorically. The presiding officer, manager, director, of any
assembly: so of Christ the Head of the church, Jn. 10:16; 1Pet. 2:25; Heb. 13:20... of the overseers of the Christian
assemblies [A.V. pastors], Eph. 4:11" (Thayer, p 527)

Remember, it was because Israel was a land of shepherds, and everyone understood the nature
of sheep and the care and concern they needed to thrive that was the basis of their symbolic use.
It was that tender care and concern with which a shepherd took care of his sheep that God used
in describing himself as a shepherd.

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me
beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His
name’s sake. Ps. 23:1-3

David knew that the Lord was the shepherd of His people and simply expressed what he did with
his own sheep. David knew God was doing exactly the same thing for him in the spiritual realm.
Later God used the term shepherd to describe the lack of care and concern the leaders of Israel
were giving to his people and then contrasted it with what his own messiah would do for the sheep.

‘Therefore thus says the Lord God to them: “Behold, | Myself will judge between the fat and the lean
sheep. 21 Because you have pushed with side and shoulder, butted all the weak ones with your horns,
and scattered them abroad, 22 therefore | will save My flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; and
I will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 | will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed
them — My servant David. He shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And |, the Lord, will be their
God, and My servant David a prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. Ezek. 34:20-24

He will feed His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs with His arm, And carry them in His
bosom, And gently lead those who are with young. Isa. 40:11

One of God'’s rebukes against the leaders in Israel was their own lack of love and concern for the
sheep.

“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” says the Lord. 2 Therefore
thus says the Lord God of Israel against the shepherds who feed My people: “You have scattered My
flock, driven them away, and not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for the evil of your
doings,” says the Lord. 3 “But | will gather the remnant of My flock out of all countries where | have
driven them, and bring them back to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. 4 | will set up
shepherds over them who will feed them; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they
be lacking,” says the Lord. Jer. 23:1-4

When Jesus came, he called himself the good shepherd.

“l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 12 But a hireling, he who
is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. 13 The hireling flees because he is a
hireling and does not care about the sheep. 14 | am the good shepherd; and | know My sheep, and
am known by My own. 15 As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; and | lay down My life
for the sheep. 16 And other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also | must bring, and they
will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. John 10:11-16

Even after his death and return to heaven, the Holy Spirit continued to use the term shepherd to
describe Jesus.

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to
do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen. Heb. 13:20-21

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness — by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have
now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 1Pet. 2:24-25
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Did this understanding of the term shepherd change when it was brought into the New Testament
church?

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. Acts 20:28

The elders who are among you | exhort, | who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is
among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;
3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 1Pet. 5:2-4

These verses clearly show that God intended for the elders and bishops to hold the same position
in the church as the shepherds did in the Old Covenant.

While the evangelists are going all over the world, the shepherds are tending the flock of God in
their midst.

and teachers,

The term teacher is used many times in the gospels to describe Jesus as a Rabbi (teacher). In acts
and the letters less than 20 times.

Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they
ministered to the Lord and fasted, Acts 13:1-2

And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 1Cor. 12:28

I was appointed a preacher and an apostle — | am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying — a teacher of
the Gentiles in faith and truth. 1Tim. 2:7

| was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 2Tim. 1:11

My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. Jas.

3:1-2
As the Teachers also are considered by Paul to be a special gift to the church. Their ability to
properly teach the scriptures is of great and lasting value to all. James 3:1-3 admonishes those who
aspire to it to carefully consider the consequences, but this should not hold any one back for the
greater any office has for good, the greater it can be perverted for evil. Yet these gifts authorized
and revealed by the Lord Jesus Christ for those in his church to have the truth revealed by and be
protected guided and taught by are great in their scope and value. We ought to praise and thank
God highly for them.

If one has the ability to become an evangelist, shepherd(elder) or teacher he should spare no
efforts to do so. When a church is fully and completely organized, it will have the apostles and
prophets in the written word, it will have many evangelists, pastors and teachers to help all fully
develop themselves.

Eph. 4:11-13
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,

While we know that the Holy Spirit directly guided the apostles and prophets until their writings were
permanently and perfectly placed in the inspired Scriptures, the “living gifts” that must be replaced
in each generation were not. Peter warned against false teachers, Paul against elders that would
draw away the disciples after themselves and a warning to Timothy about doing the work of an
evangelist.
| charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His
appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke,

exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4
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and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 2Tim. 4:1-5

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For | know this, that after my departure
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. Acts 20.28-31

My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. Jas.
3:1-2

But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves
swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be
blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not
been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 2Pet. 2:1-3

These gifts are only gifts if they are genuine. But there are many counterfeits and false paths. That
has led to the wide gate and broad path. Jesus gave the answer. Look at the fruits.

"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there
are few who find it. 15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from
thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot
bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. Mt. 7:13-20

The fruits of the qifts are listed here in 4:12-16. If these are the fruits those who are following the
perfect standard of the apostles and prophets are gaining then they are good fruits. If the efforts
put forth by the evangelists, shepherds and teachers are not bringing these fruits, then it is not a
good tree.

12 for the equipping (perfecting - ASV) of the saints

With the preposition “for - pros,” the Spirit directs us to the goal of these gifts as well as their limited
purpose. By using this preposition He directs our attention to these five gifts. and then adds two
more prepositional phrases with the term “unto - eis” which gives the purpose and goal of this

“‘equipping”

“pros a preposition,... | with the accusative, to towards,... denoting direction towards a thing, or position and
state looking towards a thing... 1. of the goal or limit towards which a movement is directed... 2. It is used
of close proximity -- the idea of direction, though not entirely lost, being more or less weakened;... 3. of relation
or reference to any person or thing;... b. of the relation or close connection entered (or to be entered) into by
one person with another...” (Thayer, p 541-543; 4314)

Jesus gave the apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers with a specific goal and
purpose. The saints must be equipped and perfected. The perfection of the Scriptures in all their
teachings must be mirrored in the conduct of the saints. Each saint (like those in Acts 8) must be
ready to be scattered and to go everywhere preaching the word. All of Christ’s gifts must direct teir
efforts toward this goal. This is the boundary and limit between good fruit and evil fruits and true
teachers vs false.

The term “perfect’ or “equip” is used in a variety of ways in the NT, but it never strays far from
“prepare, set in order, constitute.” But as it is used in a variety of contexts, it can mean “mend,
make fit, restore, and prepare.”

katartisis "a making fit," is used figuratively in an ethical sense in 2 Cor 13:9, RV, "perfecting" (KJV, "perfection"),
implying a process leading to consummation (akin to katartizo,) ... (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:2677),

katartizo "to render fit, complete" (artios), "is used of mending nets, Matt 4:21; Mark 1:19, and is translated
'restore’ in Gal 6:1. It does not necessarily imply, however, that that to which it is applied has been
damaged, though it may do so, as in these passages; it signifies, rather, right ordering and arrangement,
Heb 11:3, 'framed; 'it points out the path of progress, as in Matt 21:16; Luke 6:40; cf. 2 Cor 13:9; Eph 4:12,
where corresponding nouns occur. It indicates the close relationship between character and destiny, Rom
9:22, 'fitted.' (Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:2675)
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katartizo ... (I) To refit, repair, mend that which is broken such as the nets (Matt 4:21; Mark 1:19).
Metaphorically, of a person in error, to restore, set right (Gal 6:1). By implication and in the proper force of
kata (2596), meaning to make a perfect fit, suitable, such as one should be, deficient in no part. Of persons
(Luke 6:40; 1 Cor 1:10; 2 Cor 13:11; Heb 13:21; 1 Peter 5:10); of things, e.g., to fill out, supply (1 Thess 3:10).
... (Il) Generally to prepare, set in order, constitute, only in the pass. and mid. (Rom 9:22) where the perf. must
be taken with the mid. sense in that the vessels of wrath, or the unsaved, fitted themselves unto destruction. They
were not fitted for destruction by God. See Matt 21:16 from Ps 8:2. In Heb 10:5, "a body hast thou prepared me,"
as a sacrifice, see Ps 40:7. In Heb 11:3, the ages were created and set in order (cf. Sept.: Ps 74:16; 89:37).
(Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament)

By looking at the various ways it is used we can get the fulness of its meaning and apply it here.

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, MENDING their nets. Mt. 4:21
Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have PERFECTED praise'?" Mt. 21:16
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat MENDING their nets. Mk. 1:19-20
A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is PERFECTLY trained will be like his teacher. Lk. 6:40
the vessels of wrath PREPARED for destruction Rom. 9:22
you be PERFECTLY joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 1 Cor. 1:10-11
Finally, brethren, farewell. Become COMPLETE. 2Cor. 13:11
you who are spiritual RESTORE such a one in a spirit of gentleness Gal. 6:1
praying exceedingly that we may see your face and PERFECT what is lacking in your faith? 1Th. 3:10
"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have PREPARED for Me. Heb. 10:5
By faith we understand that the worlds were FRAMED by the word of God, Heb. 11:3
make you COMPLETE in every good work to do His will, Heb. 13:21
by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, PERFECT, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 1Pet. 5:10
this also we pray, that you may be made COMPLETE. 2Cor. 13:9-10

Remember the gifts were given to make disciples of all nations(Mt 28:18-20) and teach them to
observe all that | have commanded you.”\When they are made disciples they become saints. When
they are taught to observe all that Jesus commanded, they are mended, prepared, completed,
restored, perfected and framed. Everything God needed to have done for the saints has been and
is being accomplished by the five gifts Jesus gave.

for the work of ministry,

Although in English the same “for” is used, it is not the same word in Greek. The Spirit now
introduces “eis - end, object, purpose, result or effect.” The purpose and result of the gifts can be
judged here. If the work of all the gifts is leading toward the to the good works God afore prepared
that we should walk in them then all is as it should be.

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them. Eph. 2:10

It is of the highest importance that saints understand these good works for they are the heart and
soul of their ministry.

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If
anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability
which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10-11

Since Jesus gave these gifts so all saints could do the work of ministry, it is imperative that we learn
the proper fruits of ministering correctly so that in all things God is glorified. Of all the words for
service that are used in the NT, this one is the most comprehensive,

The concept of serving is expressed in Greek by many words ... each has its own basic emphasis. douleuo
means to serve as a slave, with a stress on subjection. Therapeuo emphasizes willingness for service and the
respect and concern thereby expressed (esp. towards God). Latreuo means to serve for wages. In NT days it had
come to be used predominantly for religious or cultic duties. Leitourgeo denotes official public service to the
people or to the state, being used in the LXX for service in the temple and in Christianity for service in the Church.
Hupereteo means at root to steer. . . In terms of service, it signifies esp. the relation to the master to whom the
service is rendered. As distinct from all these terms, diakoneo has the special quality of indicating very
personally the service rendered to another. It is thus closest to hupereteo, but in diakoneo there is a
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stronger approximation to the concept of a service of love. (Kittel, Vol 2 p. 81ff)

In giving the purpose of these gifts, all the other words for service are passed over. The “work of
ministry” is the work of serving on behalf of others as the result of agape-love. The original idea of
table service, like that of our own waiter/waitress, is watching for the needs of those who are eating
and whether it be food or drink and bringing it before being asked. The one who is dining leaves
feeling that everything needed was provided and it was a very pleasant experience. This is what
the qifts are designed to produce in all aspects of our service to others. Preaching to the lost, going
to the erring, helping the weak are all done not as obligations and duties (although in the beginning
that may be all they are), but as a personal desire to do in helping others.

diakoned (NT:1247) serve diakonia; (NT:1248) service, ministry; office; diakonos (NT:1249) servant; ... diakoneo
appears 36 times in the NT: The activities designated by the verb are expressed abstractly with the noun diakonia,
service, office, which appears 33 times in the NT: ... Finally, diakonos, servant, is the one who executes the
activities designated by diakoned. It appears 29 times in the NT: The original frame of reference for the use of
the entire word group of the diakon- stem in secular Greek was that of table service. The basic meaning of
the verb, correspondingly, was wait on tables. ...The word group is distinct from other terms that are related
in meaning in that it “has the special quality of indicating very personally the service rendered to another”
(Beyer 81). Especially noteworthy is the difference in meaning between douleuo and diakoneo with the word
groups belonging to each. The doul- words express a relationship of dependence and the subordination
of the doulos to the kurios. diakoneo and its cognates, on the other hand, express much more strongly the
idea of service on behalf of someone. (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1247)

Any command which Jesus requested the church to fulfill with regard to our fellow man must be
fulfilled by the saints. It the function of the gifts to do this work and teach all the saints to do it as
well.

for the edifying (building up - ASV) of the body of Christ,

In this final clause, this “for”is also “eis.” The final end and purpose for all the gifts and everything
these gifts were designed to accomplish will be seen in the building up of the body of Christ. Due
to the changes of the English language “edification” has given way in all the later translations to
“building up.” They both mean exactly the same thing, but few use the term “edification” today.

oikodome denotes (a) "the act of building” (oikos, "a home,” and demo, "to build"); this is used only
figuratively in the NT, in the sense of edification, the promotion of spiritual growth (lit., "the things of building
up"), Rom 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor 14:3,5,12,26, e. g.; (b) "a building, edifice," whether material, Matt 24:1, e. g., or
figurative, of the future body of the believer, 2 Cor 5:1, or of a local church, 1 Cor 3:9, or the whole church, "the
body of Christ, Eph 2:21. (Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:3619)

The gifts perfect and equip the saints so the saints can minister in hope of helping and blessing
others. The overarching goal of all this is to build up the body of Christ. Remember how the book
emphasized this body:

He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body Eph. 1:22-23
that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, Eph. 2:16
There is one body Eph. 4:4

from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working
by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. Eph. 4:16

For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body Eph. 5:23
we are members of His body. Eph. 5:30

There is no doubt that this body is the most important thing on this earth. Both to her head, Jesus
Christ, and to her architect, God. In the end, it is all God will receive out of this age. The material
realm is burned up and dissolved and the wicked are banished all that will remain is the body of
Christ. Building up that body both numerically and spiritually is the most important purpose for the
gifts and those who are benefitted by them. The church will not grow numerically or spiritually
unless the gifts Christ has given are being used properly to equip the saints so the saints will
minister.

13 till we all come
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These gifts will be used and needed “until” we all enter into the qualities set forth in the rest of this
passage. The “all’ here would infer all who will become Christians up to the end of time when the
last of them has used these gifts toward this end. Until every single Christian has used them for
these things they will still be important. They will never grow old or become archaic.

méchri, ... adverb marking a terminus both of place and time. ... It differs, therefore, from achri (891) in that
achri fixes the attention upon the whole duration up to the limit, leaving the further continuance suspect, while
méchri refers solely to the limit implying that the action terminates there. ... (A) Of place meaning unto, as
far as (Rom 15:19). ... (B) Of time meaning until. (1) ... Rom 5:14, "to [until] Moses," meaning that death reigned
from Adam until Moses without there being any written law, but not so afterwards ... Used metaphorically of
degree or extent (Phil 2:8,30; 2 Tim 2:9; Heb 12:4)....” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3360)

“Come” is more than just an arrival at a location. It means to come to attain or to reach a goal that
has been set either by that person or another. Jesus has set the task and given the tools necessary
to reach it. These gifts are the only way to reach this goal and they are the only way we can have
unity. We must use them and them alone until we reach that unity.

katantao ... , from kata (2596), an intens., and antaé (n.f., see below), to meet. To arrive at a place (Acts 16:1;
18:19,24; 20:15), to come to, attain (Acts 26:7; Eph 4:13; Phil 3:11). Of things to come or be brought to someone
(1 Cor 14:36). To come upon, to occur in the time of someone (1 Cor 10:11). (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:2658)

katantad The word is commonly attested, esp. in later literature and ordinary speech (Polyb., Diod. S., inscriptions,
LXX). Inthe NT itis found only in Ac. (9 or 10 times) and figurative in Paul (4 times including Eph.). ... 1. "Toreach
an external goal (eis) 2. "To reach the goal ordained or set for a man Acts 26:7: ... The twelve tribes serve
God day and night in the hope of reaching the promise ... According to Eph 4:13 the goal ... is the unity of faith
and of knowledge of the Son of God; it is perfection and maturity in the fulness of Christ ... Here, too, God sets
... a task and destiny which is orientated to the end of history and which no believer can evade, namely,
the growth of ... unity and ripeness of knowledge. .. katantaon denotes the way to a goal and a totality beyond
the immediate situation or generation. The unity guarantees the security and solidity of faith....” (Kittel, TDWNT)

unity of the faith

Every disciple must come to this unity. Any disciple that has not reached this level of maturity must
continue to use the gifts and the gifts must assess each saint and those who are not promoting this
unity must be carefully exhorted or admonished and rebuked. This unity is critical.

hendtés, fem. noun from heis (1520), one, and the gen. hends, of one. Oneness, unity (Eph 4:3,13). (Complete
Word Study Dictionary: NT:1775)

henotes ... a state of oneness - 'unity, oneness.' 'to keep the unity of the Spirit' or '... the unity which the
Spirit causes' Eph 4:3; 'we shall all attain to that oneness in our faith' Eph 4:13.... (Lou & Nida, Greek-English
Lexicon, NT:1775)

Jesus’ final prayer before He left for the garden of Gethsemane set forth the foundation for this
unity.
"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all
may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just

as We are one: 231 in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may
know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. Jn. 17:20-23

From this passage, we see clearly the power and importance of this unity. It has a great impact on
the power of evangelism, the perfection of each local church, and knowing that God loves us as
God loved Him. Those who do not use the gifts to seek this unity have failed to understand their
purpose and will never reah the end and goal God had in mind.

Jesus died on the cross and sent these men forth so we could all be reunited on truth again. God’s
word is truth and if we cannot unite on that we cannot have fellowship with Him. Light and truth are
one and the same. God is light and God is truth. The unity that can be brought forth from the five
gifts Jesus gave will bring us into that light and into that truth. Without it we become a liar if we say
we have fellowship with Him.

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
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practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1Jn. 1:5-7

Speaking of the gifts initial gifts (we, the apostles and prophets), John revealed:

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of
God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of
truth and the spirit of error. 1Jn. 4:4-6

If we do not reach the unity of the Spirit they brought to this earth, then we have failed in our faith
and our confession that Jesus Christ is Lord. This is how we know the spirit of truth and the spirit
of error.

and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

Of all the words for knowledge in the Greek language this one is the most comprehensive. It takes
in both the initial learning of all the facts and truths and then goes the next step of making all the
critical applications that must be made in order to be in harmony with those facts and truths.

epignosis ... denotes “exact or full knowledge, discernment, recognition,” and is a strengthened form of
gnosis expressing a fuller or a full “knowledge,” a greater participation by the “knower” in the object
“known,” thus more powerfully influencing him. (Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT:1922)

epigndsis; ... It is more intensive than gndsis (1108), knowledge, because it expresses a more thorough
participation in the acquiring of knowledge on the part of the learner. Inthe NT, it often refers to knowledge
which very powerfully influences the form of religious life, a knowledge laying claim to personal
involvement. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:1922)

epignadsis, ... appears 20 times in the NT (gndsis appears 29 times); ... used consistently in the OT sense, i.e.,
knowledge as recognition of (the will of) God that is effective in the conduct of the one who knows God.
Intellectual understanding and existential recognition belong together. (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1922)

A point of interest with whether this is an objective or subjective genitive. Is this the knowledge that
Jesus possessed or is this the knowledge about Jesus that we should have. In the end they both
reach to the same place. Our knowledge of Jesus leads to our understanding of how we should be
acting. Our knowledge of what He knew as revealed by the gifts will also lead us to unity. The more
we know about His knowledge, the better able we become to have unity.

to a perfect man,

“Perfect’ is a term that has a specific meaning in English that is not found in the Greek. For Greek
speaking people, the term is much broader than it is in English. It is not what is flawless and has
never been marred or broken. In Greek, it is simply moving from what is broken and flawed toward
maturity, completion, and restoration. When one has reached the goal, having set aside the
emotions (Eph 4:1-3) and is keeping the unity of the Spirit then perfection and completion are near.
As each saint reaches the full limits of what the gospel was designed to produce, we become
complete and in this sense have reached the level of perfection defined by this passage. As the
descriptions continue up to 4:16 we can gauge whether we have reached the degree of completion
and thus perfection described here.

téleios, adjective from télos (5056), goal, purpose. Finished, that which has reached its end, term, limit;
hence, complete, full, wanting in nothing. ... Specifically of persons meaning full age, adulthood, full-grown,
of persons, meaning full-grown in mind and understanding (1 Cor 14:20); in knowledge of the truth (1 Cor
2:6; Phil 3:15; Heb 5:14); in Christian faith and virtue (Eph 4:13). ... This image of fully completed growth
as contrasted with infancy and childhood underlies the ethical use of téleioi, being set over against the
babes in Christ (1 Cor 2:6; 14:20; Eph 4:13,14; Phil 3:15; Heb 5:14). ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary:
NT:5046)

The various applications of teleios are all referable to the telos, which is its ground. In a natural sense the teleioi
are the adult, who, having attained the full limits of stature, strength, and mental power within their reach,
have in these respects attained their telos, as distinguished from the neoi or paides, young men or boys
... This image of full completed growth, as contrasted with infancy and childhood, underlies the ethical
use of teleioi by St. Paul, he setting these over against the népioi en christé (1 Cor 2:6; 14:20; Eph 4:13,14; Phil
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3:15; Heb 5:14)... It will be seen that there is a certain ambiguity in our word ‘perfect,” which, indeed, it
shares with teleios itself; this, namely, that they are both employed now in a relative, now in an absolute
sense; for only so could our Lord have said, “Be ye therefore perfect (teleioi), as your Heavenly Father is
perfect” (teleios) Matt 5:48; ... The faithful man shall be ‘perfect,’ that is, aiming by the grace of God to be fully
furnished and firmly established in the knowledge and practice of the things of God (James 3:2; Col 4:12:)...
(Trench's NT Synonyms, NT:5046)

to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

Everything that has perfection and completion has a measure. Without this measurement we
cannot tell whether we are reaching the end or are still at the beginning or middle of the task set
to be accomplished.

“metron... 1. aninstrumentfor measuring; a. a vesselfor receiving and determining the quantity of things, whether
dry or liquid:... b. a graduated staff for measuring, measuring-rod:... 2. determined extent, portion measured off,
measure or limit...” (Thayer, p. 408; 3358)

In this case, the measure centers on Christ’s fulness. There is both a measure and also a stature.
The term has two basic ideas. The first is the growth from infancy to becoming an adult. Either in
physical stature of height and full strength or in mental and spiritual stature and maturity.

helikia, fem. noun from helix (n.f.), adult, full-aged. Adulthood, maturity of life, mind or person. Inthe NT, age,
full-age, vigor (Luke 2:52; John 9:21,23; Heb 11:11); stature, size (Matt 6:27; Luke 12:25; 19:3). Metaphorically
used in Eph 4:13; (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2244)

This noun, attested from the time of Homer, has the meanings in classical Greek of: a) "age, period of life" (often
specified as youthful [e.g., Homer Il. xvi.808; 4 Macc 8:2,10,20] or advanced [e.g., Homer Il. xxii.419] or the "age
of ability/responsibility/maturity"; "enter into adulthood" ... Inthe NT, helikia appears with the meanings age and
bodily stature. Which is intended is clear, on the one hand, in John 9:21,23 (the parents of the man born blind
avoid an apparently dangerous answer with the statement: ... "he has the age [of majority] is an adult [he can
answer for himself]") and Heb 11:1 (Sarah is pregnant, , "past the time of age for childbearing") and, on the
other hand, in Luke 19:3 (Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus, , "because he was small of
stature”). ... In the other occurrences helikia has been assigned sometimes one, sometimes the other
meaning, in Eph 4:13 to be sure only in view of the metaphorical usage: "We will all reach the unity of faith, . . .
the perfect man, the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" or "the measure of the age of complete
maturity of Christ” ... The context suggests the spatial conception (cf. Dibelius/Greeven), but does not
exclude the temporal meaning. In Luke 2:52, however, the reference is certainly to age (contra Schiirmann, et
al.), as in the "parallels" (SIG Il, 708, 18, cited by Stahlin, 713 f.; BAGD s.v., et al.): Jesus increased in wisdom and
age ... and in charis with God and people. (Exegetical Dictionary NT:2244)

It's use describing Jesus helps us better understand. At the age of twelve and summing up the time
before He began His ministry

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. Lk. 2:52
This is how the growth of all disciples is decribed.

For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid
food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil. Heb. 5:13-14

And |, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 | fed
you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not
able; 3 for you are still carnal. 1Cor. 3:1-3

Everyone begins as a babe. But when by reason of time and use of Christ’s gifts, we should ecome
full grown and of full age. Thus getting every closer to the fulness of Christ.

pléroma a total quantity, with emphasis upon completeness - 'full number, full measure, fullness,
completeness, totality.’ (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon, NT:4138)

pleroma stands for the result of the action expressed in pleroo, "to fill." It is used to signify (a) "that which
has been completed, the complement, fullness," ... (words terminating in -ma are frequently concrete in
character; cf. dikaioma in Rom 5:18, act of righteousness); (b) "that which fills up," Mt 9:16; Mark 2:21 ... (C)
"a filling up, fulfillment," Rom 13:10, of the fulfilling of the Law...” (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4138

“pleroma,... 1. etymologically it has a passive sense, that which is (or has been) filled; very rarely so in class.
Grk.: a ship, inasmuch as it is filled (i.e. manned) with sailors, rowers and soldiers... In the N. T. the body
of believers, as that which is filled with the presence, power, agency, riches of God and of Christ... 2. that
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which fills or with which a thing is filled ...esp. of those things with which ships are filled, freight and
merchandise, sailors, oarsmen, soldiers,... Of time... that portion of time by which a longer antecedent period
is completed; hence completeness, fulness, of time... 3. fulness, abundance ... full number,” (Thayer, p. 518
4138)

Paul said something similar about Jesus earlier in this book

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height
— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God. Eph. 3:17-19

The steps are clear. First we allow Christ to dwell in our hearts as we hear God word and develop
the faith to better see and understand him. Then as we see His love and develop our own love we
begin to see that His love passes understanding. It is a measure and a stature far beyond our own,
but which as we grow in faith and understanding we seek to better understand and grasp. As we
follow this path, not just in love, but in all things, we begin to be filled with all the fulness of God.
This is exactly what Paul told Philip, but now brought out it all its fulness.

Jesus said to him, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. The
Father Revealed 7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you
know Him and have seen Him." 8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us." 9
Jesus said to him, "Have | been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen
Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Jn. 14:6-10

Eph. 4:14-16

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

This passage is a unit and each verse refers back to the previous ones.

1. Jesus gave gifts to His church: (4:11)
A. Apostles and prophets (who wrote the NT Scriptures before they passed from the earth).
B. Evangelists shepherds and teachers (the living gifts given to each local church).

2. The purpose and goal of these gifts. (4:12)
A. For the equipping of the saints (giving the saints [Christians] the tools they need to become mature).
B. For the work of ministry, (the work God has given to the church and to Jesus’ disciples)
C. For the edifying of the body of Christ, (The church growing numerically and in spiritual maturity)

3. The goal and extent of these gifts (what they accomplish and how long be needed (4:13)
A. Till we all come to the unity of the faith (Every disciple from the birth of the church until the end of time).
B. Of the knowledge of the Son of God, (We must learn all that Jesus knew and revealed to us so we will know).
C. To a perfect man, (the rest of this section will describe the growth from immaturity to maturity [perfection])
D. To the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

4 The terrible dangers faced by the new convert who has become a child of God. (4:14)
A. that we should no longer be children, (spiritually immature having little knowledge of the Bible).
B. tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, (Not grounded, open to other sources of truth)
C. by the trickery of men, (Like Satan, those who imitate Him twist the truth, making lies look like truth)
D. in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, (They know what they are doing and find the means to deceive)

5 When gifts used properly & enough time and effort has been given we reach the goal) (4:15-16)
A. but, speaking the truth in love, (Scripture alone is truth, spoken in love [best interests] of others.
B. may grow up in all things into Him (Jesus is the perfect example of all that is right and true)
B. Him who is the head — Christ — (Jesus is the head over all things to the church which is His body).
C. from whom the whole body, (1Cor. 12:11ff- We are all members of His body (like our own eyes, ears and etc.)
D. joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, (The moving of the body is dependant on each of us)
E. according to the effective working (Now fully mature and strengthened the will of God is done perfectly)
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F. By which every part does its share, (we all have a part to play (Rom. 12:1-8) we must all do our share
G. causes growth of the body (the body of Christ in each location (local church) must grow spiritual and in number.)
H. for the edifying of itself in love. (Process begins over and over again with each new convert and generation.)

14 that we should no longer be children,
Everyone begins their life as a child. Both physically and spiritually. We all have a starting part where we
are weak and vulnerable. For infant children, God made parents and the family to protect and train them.
Some do better than others, but God’s foresight has made it possible for multitudes to grow from infancy
to becoming and adult. In the spiritual realm Jesus gave these gifts. Through the five offices Jesus designed
and gave, spiritual infants grow to maturity. The church was planned by God built by Jesus to become the
spiritual family that will nurture, strengthen and protect His children from infancy to maturity.
He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God. Jn. 1:11-13
Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the
children of God who were scattered abroad. Jn. 11:51-52

When these gifts are used as Jesus intended, the only thing that is lacking in this entire process
is time.
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the
oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk
is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of
full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Heb.
5:12-14
It is evident from this and many other Scriptures that being a child is a stage we pass through as
Christians, but with our efforts and Christ’s gifts we do not have to stay in that condition. When the
saints are equipped with the gifts, doing the work of ministry and building up the body, the goal
(hina — intent, end, purpose; NT:2443) is to move new converts, babes and children from
weakness to strength as quickly as possible, so they will be children “no more”

“mékéti; adv. from mé (3361), not, and éti (2089), anymore, yet, with the k (kappa) being inserted for the sake
of sound. No more, no further, no longer, ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3765)

Each child has a responsibility here. With the gifts, the only variable is the child. This is why Peter
commanded that each of us intensely desire the milk of the word so we can grow.

as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby. 1Pet. 2:2

There are many terms for child and children.

(1) teknon [NT:5043], (2) huios [NT:5207], (3) pais [NT:3816], (4) paidion [NT:3813], (5) paidarion [NT:3808], (6) paidiské [NT:3814] ... teknon
[NT:5043] and huios [NT:5207] both point to parentage. teknon [NT:5043], however, emphasizes the idea of descent, giving prominence to
the physical and outward aspects; while huios [NT:5207] emphasizes the idea of relationship, and considers especially the inward, ethical,
and legal aspects. pais [NT:3816] as well as teknon [NT:5043] emphasizes the idea of descent, but gives especial prominence to age,
denoting a child as one who is young. ... pais [NT:3816] is also often used of a servant. The number of years covered by the term pais
[NT:3816] is quite indefinite. Its diminutives paidion [NT:3813] and paidarion [NT:3808] are used without appreciable difference to denote
a young child. paidiské [NT:3814], ...cover the years of late childhood and early youth.” (Berry's Synonyms of NT:3813)

The word used here is not part or this list. It is generally used of those who cannot yet speak, or

who are infants. It can be a term of rebuke, if one remains in this stage too long, but its most
general meaning is that of inexperience, impressionable, immature or gullible.

népios lit., "without the power of speech,"” denotes "a little child," ... It is used (a) of "infants," Matt 21:16;
(b) metaphorically, of the unsophisticated in mind and trustful in disposition, Matt 11:25 and Luke 10:21...
of those who are carnal, and have not grown, as they should have done, in spiritual understanding and power,
the spiritually immature, 1 Cor 3:1, ... partakers of milk, and "without experience of the word of
righteousness," Heb 5:13; "children"; of believers in an immature condition, impressionable and liable to
be imposed upon instead of being in a state of spiritual maturity, Eph 4:14, "children." "Immaturity” is always
associated with this word. (Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:3516)

A few of its other uses makes this clear.
And |, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 1Cor.
31
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When | was a child, | spake as a child, | understood as a child, | thought as a child: but when | became a man,
| put away childish things. 1Cor. 13:11

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,

Two words describe the terrible dangers those who are just escaping the world and are still
children. The first is “tossed to and fro” with the meaning of being on the ocean in a storm and
having the waves moving the boat up and down and back and forward with fear and trembling not
knowing the outcome.

kludénizomai, deponent from klidén (2830), a surge of the sea, wave. To surge, be tossed in billows;
metaphorically, to fluctuate (Eph 4:14; Sept.: Isa 57:20)...." (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2831

James also spoke of this issue from a different perspective, but giving the same outcome.

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the
wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man,
unstable in all his ways. Jas. 1:6-7

The second problem babes must contend with and must be warned against word is being “carried
about.” This figure takes one away from the water and the waves to the winds in a storm moving
first one way and then another.

periphérd, from peri (4012), around, and phéro (5342), to carry. To carry or bear around. In the NT: ... (I) To
bear about, with the acc. (Mark 6:55; 2 Cor 4:10). .. () Pass., to be carried or driven about here and there as by
the wind, i.e., like clouds (Jude 12[TRY], ... Figuratively in Eph 4:14; Heb 13:9 ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary:
NT:4064)

These two figures not only describe the danger these children face, but also the false teachers
themselves.

Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by
grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them. Heb. 13:9

They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled
up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness forever. Jude 12-13

In another passage that describes the terrible dangers faced by those in this condition brings a
great motivation to all the gifts to move these children as quickly as possible away from this stage
in their lives.

For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through
lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise them
liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought
into bondage. 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them
than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than having known it, to turn 2Pet. 2:18-21

by the trickery of men,

What started with Satan in the garden has been carried on by those who imitate him. God cannot
lie, but Satan is the father of all liars. His children lie, cheat, deceive and destroy. This word comes
from the gambling den. Those who gamble and cheat to win. This is the most terrible indictment
of some false teachers. They know they are using the word of God they way some use dice to
cheat. It gets worse.

kubeia, ... playing at dice (Eph 4:14) implying trickery, fraud ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2940)

kubeia (from kubeud, and this from kubos a cube, a die), dice-playing (Xenophon, Plato, Aristotle, others);
... deception (A. V. sleight) of men, Eph 4:14, because dice-players sometimes cheated and defrauded their
fellow-players. (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:2940)

in the cunning craftiness“Cunning craftiness” like “trickery” infers malice and a knowledge that
what is being taught is not true. Literally “all working ... using every and any means.” Whatever it
takes to deceive and bring under their influence is implied. Nothing is out of bounds. Lying,
cheating, misrepresenting, pretending, flattering, hypocrisy. Whatever it takes.
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panourgia, fem. noun from panourgéd (n.f.), to be crafty, which is from panotrgos (3835), shrewd, crafty.
Shrewdness, cunning, craftiness, unscrupulousness; the word signified the employment of any or all
means necessary to realize an end (Luke 20:23; 1 Cor 3:19; 2 Cor 4:2; 11:3; Eph 4:14) ...” (Complete Word
Study Dictionary: NT:3834)

panourgia lit., "allworking," i. e., doing everything (pan, "all," ergon, "work"), hence, "unscrupulous
conduct, craftiness," is always used in a bad sense in the NT, ...” (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:3834),

The Holy Spirit gives us some clear examples of what these children must contend with.
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 1Tim. 4:2

By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; 2Pet. 2:3 (NKJV)
And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. 2Pet 2:3 (ESV)

they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness,
the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 2Pet 2:18-19

of deceitful plotting,

Although the word “method” has found its way into our language in the good sense of “an orderly
and technical procedure,” it is not used that way in the NT. When it is used with this adjective
(deceitful) and in this context, it is a sinister and menacing word. In the hands of Satan or his
ministers, deceitful methods are use an orderly and technical procedure, but the end of these
methods is deception and death. Satan used such a method in destroying Adam and Eve and has
been using such methods up to the present moment.

methodeia, fem. noun from methodeud (n.f.), to work by method. Method, the following or pursuing of an
orderly and technical procedure in the handling of a subject. In the NT, connected with evil doing, a device,
artifice, art, artificial method, craft or wile (Eph 4:14; 6:11;)... (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3180)

The only other use of this term in the NT is found later in this book.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the WILES of the devil. Eph. 6:10-12

Deceit literally means “wandering out of the right way.” thus these are methods intent on leading
one down the wrong path. Error that creates delusion and false judgments and opinions. Deceitful,
fraudulent, seductive.

plano ... A wandering out of the right way. In the NT, used only figuratively meaning error.... (1) Delusion,
false judgment or opinion (1Th 2:3; 2Th 11; Sept.: Jer 23:17). (ll) In an active sense, deceit, fraud, seduction
to error and sin (Mt 27:64; Eph 4:14; 2 Peter 3:17; 1 John 4:6 used of a spirit of error, a deceiving spirit, a
teacher who seeks to seduce, deception, fraud; (Complete Word Study Dictionary, NT:4106)

“plané ... akin to planao ... 1), awandering, a forsaking of the right path, see James 5:20, whether in doctrine,
2 Peter 3:17; 1 John 4:6, or in morals, Rom. 1:27; 2 Pet. 2:18; Jude 11, ... Matt 27:64, where it is equivalent to
‘fraud.’ ... is always used in the NT, of mental straying, wrong opinion, error in morals or religion a forsaking
of the right path Errors in doctrine are not infrequently the effect of relaxed morality, and vice versa...” (Vine’s
Expository Dictionary, NT:4106)

These are the dangers faced by the young Christian babe in Christ. Truly we must do all to stand.

But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God
deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth 2Cor. 4.2

Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, Col. 2:8

Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into
those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, Col. 2:18-19

For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. 1Th. 2:3
15 but, speaking the truth in love,

The first thing that will cease when children become fullgrown is that they will no longer be in the
grave dangers describe in the previous passage. The second thing is that they will join be able to
join with the mature and even become one of the gifts if they choose to do so.

Instead of “the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,” there will be a genuine
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disciple who is only speaking the truth as it is revealed in God’s word.

alétheud, to communicate what is true - 'to speak the truth, to tell the truth.' 'have | now become your enemy by
telling you the truth?' Gal 4:16 (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon Based NT:226)

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And
you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Jn. 8:31-32

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; Jn. 16:13
Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. Jn. 17:17
those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 2 Th. 2:10

Speaking the truth alone is not all there is to being a mature Christian, one must also learn to speak
this truth in love. Since agape-love is first and foremost a state of mind in which the best interests
of others is the primary goal of all interactions. The word of God is sharper than any two edged
sword and must be wielded gently, kindly and with the goal not of winning a debate but winning the
soul.

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Heb. 4:12

Words must be spoken to bring the truth in the minds of others. This doesn’t mean that true
rebukes or admonition can’t be given. Sometimes love (acting in their true eternal best interests)
will require that some words be spoken sharply. But they are still spoken in love.

Open rebuke is better Than love carefully concealed. Pr. 27:3

may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ —

Every child must grow up both in the material and in the spiritual. While in the material realm this
growth is obvious as we watch seedlings grow into massive trees or an infant growing into the
maturity of being an adult. Witnessing the growth of a Christian is a little more complex, but each
of us can know if we are progressing and growing as we should be

“auxano... 1. trans. to cause to grow, to augment... Pass. to grow, increase, become greater... 2. acc. to later usage... intrans.

to grow, increase: of plants... of a multitude of people,... of inward Christian growth... so as to form a temple, Eph.
2:21...of the external increase of the gospel...” (Thayer, p. 84; 837)

auxano ... to grow, to increase in size, whether of animate beings or of plants - ‘to grow, growth.” ... ‘look how the wild
flowers grow’ Luke 12:27; ‘the child grew’ Luke 2:40. ‘the whole body ... grows as God wants it to grow’ Col 2:19. In
Col 2:19 is used figuratively in the sense that the reference of ‘body’ is the church rather than a physical body. Normally a
term for ‘growth’ would imply not only size but also number, that is to say, the growth of the church would be in terms of the
increase of members of the church, though it might refer to spiritual maturity...”(Greek-English Lexicon NT:837)

The process is simple. Those who are babes are those who can be “tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine.” Those who have grown up in all things are those who “by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Those who are still
“unskilled in the word of righteousness,” are babes in need of this growth.

For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But
solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil. Heb. 5:13-14

Without this growth, disciples are still thinking only in the fleshly realm and are not yet spiritual
people.

And |, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to fleshly, as to babes in Christ. 2 | fed
you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not
able; 3 for you are still fleshly. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not fleshly
and behaving like mere men? 4 For 1Cor. 3:1-4

There are many passages where this word is used in this manner.
as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, 1Pet. 2:2

| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who
waters, but God who gives the increase. 1Cor. 3:6-7

and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments,
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grows with the increase that is from God. Col 2:19
into Him who is the head — Christ —

This passage is just another way of saying what he said in verse 14. “the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;” Jesus Christ is the
head over all things to the church. As members of His body, at first we work only under the control
of the head. But as time passes we work as the head because when perfectly trained we will be
like Him.

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. Lk. 6:40
16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together

The transformation is complete when the head having made His expectations known sees His body
respond exactly as He has requested. This is the terrible consequence of any church choosing a
creed or manner of action that the head never sought or expected. When the whole body moves
away from the head life ceases. When an individual member of the body leaves the body, the same
results are seen. There can be no life without Christ.

"l am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. Jn. 15:5-6

Thus we are to see each local church in time and in different locations working independently of
one another because of time and distance, yet all doing exactly the same thing. Preaching the
same doctrines, doing the same work, and following the same path.

He uses two different figures to emphasize this relationship. The first is the fitting together the
stones in a building (Eph. 2:21) and then the members of the body. The gifts given by Jesus in 4:11
are being properly used when the entire church is united into one body and strengthened by the
joining together of each member.

sunarmologég, fit/join together, unite ... This compound is documented only in Christian writings and, like
the simple verb, belongs to the language of building construction: fit together (stones; cf. "joint"). According
to Eph 2:21 ... in Christ "the whole structure [of the Church of Jews and Gentiles] is joined together into a whole"
so that Christ constitutes the "cornerstone” ... He alone establishes the Church's unity, he alone maintains
its connection with the "saints and members of the household of God"... Eph 4:16 transfers this metaphor
of fitting together to the body of Christ ... Here the unity of Christ's body ... established ... by the cooperation of all
members...” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:4883)

In a second figure, parts that were separate and going their own way are brought together and walk
together. In this case, sinful men each choosing His own path are brought together by the gifts of
Christ and the goal is for all to walk in the same direction together with the head.

sumbibazé ...In non-biblical Gk. sumbibazé means strictly "to cause to stride together" (causative of bibad) ... 1.
"To bring together," "to bring about an agreement," Ditt, Syll.3, |, 75, 24 ( 428/7 B.C.); "to reconcile by mediation,"
Hdt. (only) I, 74, 3; Thuc. (only) II, 29, 6; Dio C., (sumbibazomai - "to be reconciled") ... 1. In the NT the word
means "to hold together," "to unite," in Col 2:2,19; Eph 4:16. According to Col 2:19 and Eph 4:16 the body is held
together by the head. (Kittel, TDWNT; NT:4822)

One can’t help but remember the figure in Ezekiel of this entire process.

'O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: "Surely | will cause breath to
enter into you, and you shall live. 6 | will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put
breath in you, and you shall live. Then you shall know that | am the Lord."" Ezek 37:4-6

by what every joint supplies,

The figure of a joint is a very important description of the type of unity in the church. We are all fitly
framed, joined and knit together, only because of each joint. Those who leave to follow another will
be cheated out of any reward. Each member must hold fast to the Head and seek the entire body’s
nourishment which can only be accomplished by the knitting together of all the joints and ligaments.

Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those
things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom
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all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. Col.
2:18-19

It is what each joint supplies that keeps the body moving and holding it together.
according to the effective working

According to is often used to refer back to the previous thought as a way to show proportion and
measure. As the church grows up into the head and its unity is established by each member
becoming a joint holding the rest together, then man’s efforts joined with God’s creates an effective
working.

“kata,... Il with the Accusative... 3. it denotes reference, relation, proportion, of various sorts; a. distributively,
indicating a succession of things following one another... b... as respects; with regard to; in reference to,; so far
as relates to; as concerning;...c. according to, agreeably to; in reference to agreement or conformity to a
standard, in various ways (aa) according to anything as a standard, agreeably to...(bb) in proportion to,
according to the measure of...” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:2596)

There is an energy coming through God and prayer, Christ and the working of His body and the
Holy Spirit energizing through the word. When that energy meets the unity of each member then
the church becomes effective in its working.

enérgeia; fem. noun from energés (1756), at work, operative, active. Energy, the being at work, operation,
efficiency, active power. In Eph 1:19, according to the efficiency, active exhibition of His power in raising up
Jesus. See Eph 3:7; 4:16; Col 1:29. Especially power as exhibited in mighty works, miracles, e.g., of God (Phil
3:21; Col 2:12); of Satan (2 Thess 2:9).” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:1753)

in the measure of every part KJV (1611)
in (due) measure of each several part ASV (1901)
proper working of each individual part NASU (1971)
by which every part does its share, NKJV (1982)
when each part is working properly, ESV (2001)

| place all the translations in the order they were completed to give us an idea of the difficulty the
translators had with these Greek words. These or the Greek words they had to work with:

en | metron | henos | hekastos | meros
in | whatis measured | eachone | separate, each, every |  part, share portion of the whole

What the joints are supplying is what is bringing this energy and strength because of the measure
(the actual content) of what each of these joints separately and individually as a part and portion
of the whole is supplying. It will be easier to understand what the Holy Spirit is revealing here if we
look at other passages putting forth the same point.

For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 1Cor. 12:12-13

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we,
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use them Rom 12:4-6

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the
ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified. 1Pet. 4:10-11

The body of Christ has many members. In the letter to the Corinthians the Spirit revealed that just
as our body has feet and hands, eyes and ears and other members so also Christ’'s body (the
church) also has many members with differing gifts. When we all use our gifts to minister to one
another, each part is doing its share. When they are measured and added into the strength of the
body, each part doing its share, supplemented with the power of Christ make great energy.

metron, ... that by which anything is measured: 1. a measure or rule, ... 2. a measure of content, whether
solid or liquid, 3. measure, length, size, 4. due measure or limit, proportion, (Liddell and Scott Abridged
Greek Lexicon. NT:3358)

“metron... 1. an instrument for measuring; a. a vessel for receiving and determining the quantity of things,
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whether dry or liquid:... b. a graduated staff for measuring, measuring-rod:... 2. determined extent, portion
measured off, measure or limit...” (Thayer, p. 408; 3358)

meros (to share, receive one's due portion) ... a part; |. e.:.. 1. a part due or assigned to one ... 2. one of the
constituent parts of a whole; a. universally: in a context where the whole and its parts are distinguished, ... where
it is evident from the context of what whole it is a part, ... in part, partly, ... in a measure, to some degree,... as
respects a part, ...” (Thayer 3313)

makes the growth of the body

With the word for making a product or working a project (poieo), It is God’s plan that the individual
joints (members) of the body use their own power to cause the body to grow. This is why there is
such a difference in the strength of each local church which is seen by God as a part of Christ’s
body. This growth is not simply evangelism, but the growth from a babe/child, through the dangers
of false teachers and error, leading them to by reason of use become full grown.

“poieo... |. to make ... 1. ... a. with the names of the things made, to produce, construct, form, fashion, etc. ...
to create produce: of God, as the author of all things... b. joined to nouns denoting a state or condition, it signifies
to be the author or, to cause ... Il to do ... i.e. to follow some method in expressing by deeds the feelings and
thoughts of the mind... poieo signifies to carry out, to execute...” (Thayer, p. 524-527; NT:4160)

auxano ... cause to increase, cause to grow; pass.: grow, increase ... 1. Behind NT use of the verb lies the
image of growth in the realm of creation. The phenomena of planting and harvest are applied to the reality
of the kingdom of God, frequently in the parables of Jesus (Mark 4:8; Matt 13:32; Luke 13:19), and also with direct
reference to the kingdom of God (Matt 6:28). ... It is used fig. in 1 Peter 2:2: as the newborn babe grows
physically on the basis of milk, the believer grows spiritually on the basis of the word. In addition, Col 2:19,
Eph 4:15-16 describes the body of Christ as in constant, the image of the growth of the Church merges finally with
that of an expanding building in Eph 2:21. Exegetical Dictionary NT:837)

for the edifying (building up) of itself in love.

With “for - eis, end, purpose goal” we come to the end of this section. The gifts and the stages of
growth in which each member is doing its share, the body (church) is built up or edified. (Edification
is found in the the KJV and kept in the NKJV. All of the other modern translations have bowed to
the reality that we no longer call a buildling and edefice and the building of that building edifiction.
Today we build up buildings.

The entire process of taking those who “by one Spirit were baptized into one body” who enter the
body as infants and babes and takes them to those who by reason of use have their sense
exercised to discern good and evil and then take their place among the gifts Christ gave to the
church.

oikodome denotes (a) "the act of building” (oikos, "a home,” and demo, "to build"); this is used only
figuratively in the NT, in the sense of edification, the promotion of spiritual growth ...” (Vine's Expository
Dictionary, NT:3619)

oikodomé, fem. noun, a later word used for oikodémésis (n.f.), a building up. The act of building, building as
a process, also that which is built, the building. NT meanings: a building, edifice (Matt 24:1; Mark 13:1,2 [cf.
1 Cor 3:9; 2 Cor 5:1; Eph 2:21)]); edification, spiritual profit or advancement (Rom 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor
14:3,5,12,26; 2 Cor 10:8; 12:19; 13:10; Eph 4:12,16,29). In 1 Cor 14:26-31 the outstanding admonition to the
brethren who lead in the public worship is that only one at a time should speak. "How is it then, brethren?
when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine . . . hath a revelation. Let all things be
done unto edifying." It is unfortunate that the Gr. word hékastos (1538), each or every one, meaning each
individual, is translated "every one." It should be each one as an individual. It derives from hekéas which means
separate. The injunction is that each one should speak separately, and not while others are speaking. It should
be done for public edification. The word for "edification" is oikodomé (3619), building up the house (oikos [3624]).
A house is a building to shelter people. When one is in public worship, the paramount concern must be how all
the believers should be built up and not how someone or a small group may selfishly benefit by the public
experience. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3619)
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Eph 4:17-32
Ephesians 4:17-20

Introduction:

The break between these two sections is so great that it would have been a good place to have a
chapter break. The move from doctrinal to practical applications is clear. Up to this point in the book
the Holy Spirit has revealed the mind of God and the truths that we must believe. There are some
profound revelations in this section about God’s intentions and purposes.

At this point in the book, as He did after Romans 12 and Colossians 2 is move into the applications
Christians must be making. These are our side in the covenant and fulfill Jesus command to His
apostles to teach us to observe. .

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age." Amen. Matt 28:18-20

These final sections of many of Paul’s books are of the greatest importance to Christians. They are
the commands we must observe and the commands we must repent over if we are not.

1. Don't live like the Gentiles, put off the old man and put on the new man. (Eph. 4:17-32)

2. Imitate God as dear children. Walk as children of light and leave the darkness. (Eph. 5:1-14)

3. Be watching where you walk. Don’t be unwise, but be wise. (Eph. 5:15-20)

4. Submit to one another in the fear of God (Wives — Husbands; Children — Parents; Servants
— Masters. (Eph. 5:21-33; 6:1-9)

5. Put on the whole armor of God. (Eph. 6:10-20)

17 This | say, therefore, and testify in the Lord,

As he did in 1Corinthians 14:37, “in the Lord” affirms inspiration as an apostle. These are not Paul’s
sayings or words. These are th commands of the Lord and those who reject them are not rejecting
man, but God.

If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are
the commandments of the Lord. 1Cor. 14:37

Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus ... 8 Therefore he who rejects this does not
reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy Spirit. 1Th. 4:1, 8

To be certain we understand that the things he is about to write come directly from the doctrinal
points he has made since the first chapter he used a “this” and a “therefore.” “This” refers to what
precedes referring to the its substance, preparing the reader making him attentive to what he is
about to say.

“touto, ... 2. The neuter touto a. refers to what precedes...auto touto for this very cause... ek touto for this reason... from this, i.e. hereby,
by this note... it refers to the substance of the preceding discourse... b. it prepares the reader or hearer and renders him attentive to what
follows, which thus gets special weight... c. kai touto, and this, and that too, and indeed, especially...” (Thayer, p. 467, 3778)
By adding “therefore,” he makes the previous section even more important. This is the conclusion
that consequently and accordingly leads to a complete change in our conduct.

oun ... b: markers of result, often implying the conclusion of a process of reasoning - 'so, therefore,
consequently, accordingly, then, so then.' 'therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine' Mt. 7:24; ...
'therefore they gathered and filled twelve baskets with pieces' John 6:13. 'therefore, truly blessed are (or 'happy
are ...") those who hear the word of God and obey it' Luke 11:28. (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:3767)

“oun... indicating that something follows from another necessarily;... it is used in drawing a conclusion
and in connecting sentences together logically, then, therefore, accordingly, consequently, these things
being so...” (Thayer, p. 463-464; 3767)

The direct result of endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit, to use the gifts Christ gave to His
church, and to grow up in all things into the head: Jesus Christ is now going to be revealed. These
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are the tangible results each disciple will see in his or her life.

Paul is going to speak and testify. This is the most common verb in the NT after “is.” Greek
speaking people had several words to choose from. This word has the meaning of enumerate,
narrate and describe.

1égo ... Originally to lay or let lie down for sleep, to lay together, i.e., to collect. Finally to lay before, i.e., to
relate, recount; and hence the prevailing Attic and later meaning of to say, speak, i.e., to utter definite words,
connected and significant speech equal to discourse. It thus differs in some instances from /aléé (2980), to
utter sounds, which may refer only to words spoken and not to their connected sense. (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:3004)

legéb ... |. in its earliest use in Homer to lay 1. to collect, gather; to pick out. ... 2. to lay with, count with; to
enumerate, recount, narrate. describe; ... Il. to put word to word in speaking, join words together, i. e. "to
say (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:3004)

Testify is a stronger term as it affirms the truth as an eyewitness who is aware of all the facts.
Hence Paul uses the words of the Holy Spirit and adds his own testimony.

2. marturomai strictly meaning "to summon as a witness," signifies "to affirm solemnly, adjure," and is used
in the middle voice only, rendered "to testify" (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:3143)

marturomai (from martur) 1. to cite a witness, bring forward a witness, call to witness (Tragg., Thucydides,
Plato, and following); to affirm by appeal to God, to declare solemnly, protest: ...” (Thayer's Greek Lexicon,
NT:3143)

martdromai; , mid. deponent from martus (3144), witness. To witness for oneself, to call to witness, attest, ratify,
affirm (Acts 20:26; 26:22; Gal 5:3; Eph 4:17; 1 Thess 2:10, to exhort solemnly; (Complete Word Study Dictionary:
NT:3143)

As an apostle who has all the gifts, Paul was in a unique position. Those who trust his inspriation
and seek his insight will treasure words like this. He has spoken with the Lord, and inspired by the
Holy Spirit, his testimony is of the greatest value. Paul’s words are not the very words that Jesus
spoke so highly about.

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32
And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." John 8:31-32

He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him-- the word that | have spoken
will judge him in the last day. Jn. 12:48

He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. Mt. 10:40

He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent
Me." Lk. 10:16

that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk,

For the Greeks and Hebrews “walk” took the place of the English “live.” it takes in every place one
goes and wants to go. The standards by which a Christian lives their lives must be different than
that of the rest of the Gentiles.

peripateob ... is used (a) physically, ... (b) figuratively, "signifying the whole round of the activities of the
individual life, whether of the unregenerate, Eph 4:17, or of the believer, 1 Cor 7:17; Col 2:6. ... The Christian
is to walk in newness of life, Rom 6:4, after the spirit, 8:4, in honesty, 13:13, by faith, 2 Cor 5:7, in good
works, Eph 2:10, in love, 5:2, in wisdom, Col 4:5, in truth, 2 John 4, after the commandments of the Lord,
v. 6. And, negatively, not after the flesh, Rom 8:4; not after the manner of men, 1 Cor 3:3; not in craftiness,
2 Cor 4:2; not by sight, 5:7; not in the vanity of the mind, Eph 4:17; not disorderly, 2 Thess 3:6." (Vine's
Expository Dictionary NT:4043)

By rest of the Gentiles he refers to all those others who have not yet done what those who are still
alienated are doing.

Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh — who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the
Circumcision made in the flesh by hands — 12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world. Eph. 2:11-13

They must leave the vain manner of life handed down from the fathers, no longer conforming to the
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wisdom of this world but seeking a transformation.

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for
the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the
Gentiles-- when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.
4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking
evil of you. 5 They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1Pet. 4:1-5

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom. 12:2

Each of these passages has the same idea as that put forth by Paul in this passage. Perhaps the
last one makes it clearest. Christians cannot be conformed to this world. They cannot be fashioned
after it, they cannot life as others live, talk as others talk, be entertained as others are entertained.
The standards of the world are not a safe standard by which to pattern one’s life after. The
Christian must pattern their lives after the Scriptures. Only by being transformed by the will of God
can the Christian hope to be truly pleasing to Jehovah.

This is Paul’s point here also. The rest of the Gentiles are all those who remain unconverted after
the Christian is converted. Some of these remain as friends, family, co-workers and neighbors.
Though they remain as associates, their life style can no longer be the lifestyle of the Christian.
Paul in this section of Scripture explains why this is so.

in the futility of their mind,

Paul is very blunt and bold here as he expresses the Holy Spirit’s feelings on the state of mind of
those who do not submit to God or obey the gospel of Jesus Christ. They live their lives and
conduct themselves in the futility of their mind. The main idea of futility are those things in this life
that created is vanity, emptiness making one’s life fruitless.

“‘mataiotes... (mataios, q.v.)a purely bibl. and eccles. word... vanity; a. what is devoid of truth and
appropriateness... Il Pet 2:18; b. perverseness, deprivation... Eph 4:17; c. frailty, want of vigor...”
(Thayer p 393; 3153)

mataiotes "emptiness as to results," akin to mataios (see empty, vain), is used (a) of the creation,
Rom 8:20, as failing of the results designed, owing to sin; (b) of the mind which governs the manner
of life of the Gentiles, Eph 4:17; (c) of the "great swelling words" of false teachers, 2 Peter 2:18.”
(Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:3153)

The lifestyle of the Gentiles comes directly out of their own minds. Since that is the case, what else
could be expected but that it would be devoid of force, truth, and appropriateness. What else would
be expected when the creature takes on the prerogatives of Creator and determines its own steps.
With Jeremiah’s testimony as our guide where else but to futility and aimlessness, which ultimately
leads to perverseness and depravation would one expect the Gentiles to go if they refused to listen
to the words of God.

O LORD, | know the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. Jer.
10:23

The Gentiles were walking in their own steps, something man is incapable of doing. Peter also has
a few things to say about this matter in comparing the lifestyle of God'’s children who live in holiness
and the aimless conduct received from their fathers.

as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for | am holy.” 17 And
if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves
throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 1Pet. 1:14-19

18 having their understanding darkened,

Those who do not submit to the gospel of Jesus Christ have a serious problem that God’s people
must be acutely aware of and seek to avoid at all costs. Without the light of God’s word, the only
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condition these people can be is in the darkness. Their entire understanding, their world view,
purpose and goals are all from the darkness. All that they have thought through and thought out
is only from the darkness and will return them to the darkness.

dianoia lit. "a thinking through, or over, a meditation, reflecting," signifies (a) like No. 1, "the faculty of
knowing, understanding, or moral reflection," (1) with an evil significance, a consciousness characterized
by a perverted moral impulse, Eph 2:3 (plural); 4:18; (2) with a good significance, the faculty renewed by the
Holy Spirit, Matt 22:37; Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27; Heb 8:10; 10:16; 1 Peter 1:13; 1 John 5:20; (Vine's Expository
Dictionary, NT:1271)

skoto-omai (derivatives of skotos and and skotia a 'darkness,' 14.53) to change from a condition of being light
to one of being dark - 'to become dark.' ... 'the sun and the air became dark' Rev 9:2. 'the sun will become dark'
Matt 24:29. ...” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon Based NT:4656)

skotod "to darken," is used (a) of the heavenly bodies, Rev 9:2; 16:10; (b) metaphorically, of the mind, Eph
4:18. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4656)

Everyhting from God is light and everything that has arisen without God is dark.

Without the proper light to give the mind the facts that would make things clear enough to make
a wise decision, the mind is darkened. Without light, nothing can be properly assessed and no good
decision made. The Gentiles are perpetually living in this situation. They refuse to submit to the
very information that makes all things clear. Paul explained how this happened in the book of
Romans.

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew
God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, Rom. 1:20-21

This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1Jn 1:5-7

No one should influenced by or allow their minds to be changed by anything these people might
say. It is amazing that any Christian would be favorably impressed by man’s wisdom and let God
of God.

being alienated from the life of God,

This is the same word that the Holy Spirit used in chapter two speaking of them being aliens to
Israel’'s commonwealth. It is also the reason why Christians (who will always be in the minority)
must be strangers pilgrims and aliens. We must live above and away from them becuase they live
below and away from the life God has asked his people to life.

apallotriéo, estrange, exclude, alienate ... In the NT only the perfect passive participle is used, always in
reference to (Gentile) existence prior to salvation. ... the Gentiles are described as "alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel” Eph 4:18 describes them as "alienated from the life of God," Col 1:21 as estranged
(from God), alongside ...” *Exegetical Dictionary of the New Testament NT:526)

Because of their own alienation, the life God has created us to live and wants His people to live
seems strange to them. This is the reason for all persecution. They think it strange that we won'’t
life like them and when they learn that God condemns it, strangeness turns to suspicion and
ultimately to hate and destruction.

they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5
They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 1Pet. 4:1-5

It was at Ephesus that the silversmiths created such an uproar over the teachings of Christianity
concerning idolatry (Acts 19:21-41). God’s people must be very careful in not allowing such things
as these to have an undue influence over them. These people are alienated from the life of God,
they cannot be expected to understand the wonderful blessings of Christianity, nor to speak highly
of it, or to appreciate the stand that Christians take on things.
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because of the ignorance that is in them,

The Holy Spirit now reveals the reason for these things. The first can be fixed if they will accept the
knowledge but the second can never be reached. A darkened understanding based on ignorance
only needs knowledge to change the outlook.

agnoia lit., “want of knowledge or perception” (akin to agnoeo, “to be ignorant”), denotes
‘ignorance” on the part of the Jews regarding Christ, Acts 3:17; of Gentiles in regard to God, 17:30;
Eph 4:18 (here including the idea of willful blindness: see Rom 1:28, not the “ignorance” which
mitigates guilt); 1 Peter 1:14, of the former unregenerate condition of those who became believers (RV,
“in the time of your ignorance”). (Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT:52)

That doesn’t always happen. Sometimes those who are ignorant of the facts will change when they
learn them. Others will become hardened after they learn them. There are Gentiles who acted in
all the ways spoken of above because they were ignorant. As a matter of fact nearly all the
Ephesian converts from the Gentiles would be of this sort (see Eph. 2:1-4). These are the people
Christians are seeking for when they go into all the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. They are
the ones that will be receptive to the gospel because it is only want of knowledge that keeps them
from truth and from the life of God. These are the ones that can still be influenced for good and
converted.

because of the hardening of their heart;

The second reason for such alienation and darkening is planned and known. They know there is
a better life and they may even know God, but they refuse to glorify Him as God and become so
hardened that no new information will change them. The tender heart and conscience God gave
each of us at birth has grown calloused and hardened.

“porosis... the covering with a callus; trop. obtuseness of mental discernment, dulled perception...the mind
of one has been blunted of stubbornness, obduracy...” (Thayer, p. 559; 4457).

porodsis; fem. noun from poréo ... (4456), to harden, petrify, render insensitive. Used figuratively meaning
hardness, callousness, blindness, insensitivity (Mark. 3:5; Rom. 11:25; Eph 4:18). (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:4457)

porosis denotes “a hardening,” a covering with a poros, a kind of stone, indicating “a process” (from poroo,
C, No. 1), and is used metaphorically of dulled spiritual perception, Mk 3:5, RV, “at the hardening of their
hearts”; Rom. 11:25, RV, “a hardening” (KJV, “blindness”), said of the state of Israel; Eph. 4:8, RV, “hardening,”
of the heart of Gentiles. (Vine's Vol. 2 p. 194)

The definition clarifies the meaning of the term. No one gets a callus unless they continue to rub
the skin on a certain spot. So too, no one can become hardened in heart unless their heart has
been continually rubbed with what was right until it could not be reached any longer. These are the
ones who know enough of what is right that they could and ought to come to it, but they refuse to
do so and remain unconvinced. They are the ones under the consideration of Jesus in the following
statement.

speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 1 Tim 4:2-3

For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through
lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty,
they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought
into bondage. 2Pet. 2:18-20

19 who, being past feeling,

Past feeling like hardened heart above is a phrase of strong and sorrowful import. It is defined:

apalged to lose the capacity to feel shame or embarrassment - 'to lose a feeling of shame, to become
calloused.' ... 'some, having lost all feeling of shame, gave themselves over to vice' Eph 4:19. (Lou & Nida,
Greek-English Lexicon NT:524)

apalgeo ... to cease to feel pain or grief; a. to bear troubles, with greater equanimity, cease to feel pain at:
Thucydides 2, 61 etc. b. to become callous, insensible to pain, apathetic: so those who have become
insensible to truth and honor and shame ... (A. V. past feeling) in Eph 4:19. (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:524)
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apalgéo, from ap6 (575), denoting privation, and algéo (n.f.), to feel pain. To grow or become insensible,
void of or past feeling. This is the word from which the Eng. "analgesic" is derived, meaning that which takes
away pain. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT: 524)

All human hearts come from the hands of God with the potential to love, to hold honor and integrity
as high values, and to be submissive to God. God made man upright, but they seek out many
schemes(Ecc. 7:29). As time goes by, many men and women harden and sear their conscience
and their minds to a point where they truly are past feeling. There is no remorse for their conduct
of whatever sort it might be. They have gone so far into sin that they have lost one of the most
important parts of their humanity, the ability to feel. This leads to a great and damaging
circumstance.

have given themselves over to lewdness,

“Given over’ is a term generally used for a betrayal or being delivered up to be crucified into the
hands of those who will take full control either in prison or in death. Jesus used it many times to
describe to His apostles what was going to happen to Him in Jerusalem. Here it is something those
without feeling do to themselves.

“paradidomi... to give over... 1. prop. to give into the hands (of another. 2. to give over into (one’s) power or
use... to deliver to one something to keep, use, to deliver one up to custody, to be judged, condemned,
punished, scourged, tormented, put to death, (often thus in prof. Auth.)..., take care of, manage... (Thayer, p. 480-
481; 3860)

paradidomi from para (3844), to the side of, over to, and didcemi (1325), to give. To deliver over or up to the
power of someone. (Complete Word Study NT 3860)

“paradidomi... appears in the NT 119 times, with greatest frequency in the Gospels and Acts ... As an intensified
form of "give," paradidomi designates the act whereby something or someone is transferred into the
possession of another. ... The great breadth of meaning displayed by paradidomi is best divided according
to the implied degree of possession and esp. the degree of threat to the existence of the one who or that which

is given over. a) entrust‘commend/give for safekeeping; .. b) hand over an area of
authority/authorize/permit; c) hand over for judgment/punishment,... d) deliver/hand over; €) risk one's
existence or even sacrifice (esp. as a self-sacrifice...) ... f) hand over to death/destruction.... Jude 3 and 2

Peter 2:21 stress in opposition to the false teachers "the faith that was once for all handed down" and "the
command that was given" to Christians. ...” (Exegetical Dictionary, NT: 3860)

They deliver themselves into the power of their own lewdness (NKJV), lasciviousness (ASV),
sensuality (NAS). Instead of lewdness and lasciviousness being the servant and the sinner being
the master, these deliver themselves into the slavery of this terrible master by delivering themselves
over into its power.

After many hours of study and assessment, this word still defies an easy definition or explanation.
After comparing and reviewing all of the different lexicons and dictionaries, we can get the following
composite. It is clear from the definitions that it is primarily a word for sexual immorality, but not
exclusively. Any sin can reach the point of being lascivious or lewd.

normally has a sensual meaning and refers esp. to sexual debauchery: in addition, the word describes behavior
in which sexual debauchery is only one element among many. aselgeia is thus a comprehensive expression for
evil and perversion. It is one of the vices that destroy an individual from within *

behavior completely lacking in moral restraint, USUALLY with the implication of sexual licentiousness "that
which is an insolent disregard of decency."

among the sins of the unregenerate who are "past feeling"; ... The prominent idea is shameless conduct

best described as wanton lawless insolence; .... aselgeia as Passow observes, is very closely allied to the hubristikos
and akolastos being one who acknowledges no restraints, who dares whatsoever his caprice and wanton
petulance may suggest. None would deny that aselgeia may display itself in acts of what we call ‘lasciviousness;’
... but still it is their petulance, their insolence, which this word, ... expresses. ... In a multitude of passages the
notion of lasciviousness is altogether absent from the word. .

As we compare all the uses in the NT, we see that the central theme is in fact sexual in nature, but
not always. Sometimes when standing alone, it seems to have a broader idea.
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And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man." Mk. 7:20-23

Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and
envy. Rom. 13:13

lest, when | come again, my God will humble me among you, and | shall mourn for many who have sinned before
and have not repented of the uncleanness, fornication, and lewdness which they have practiced. 2Cor. 12:21

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, Gal. 5:19

For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles — when we walked in lewdness,
lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 1Pet. 4.3

And many will follow their destructive ways (lascivious doings ASYV), because of whom the way of truth will be
blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not
been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 2Pet. 2:2-3

and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct (lascivious life ASV) of the wicked 2Pet.
2:7

For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through
lewdness (by lasciviousness) , the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they

promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also
he is brought into bondage. 2Pet. 2:18-19

For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who
turn the grace of our God into lewdness (lasciviousness - ASV) and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Christ. Jude 4

Even in the sexual realm, it seems to move from the hidden nature of lusts that are not indulged
in, or even lusts that are engaged in, but privately and discretely, into lusts that have no restraint,
no decency and no shame.

Andinthat day the Lord God of hosts Called for weeping and for mourning, For baldness and for girding with
sackcloth. 13 But instead, joy and gladness, Slaying oxen and killing sheep, Eating meat and drinking
wine: "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!" 14 Then it was revealed in my hearing by the Lord of hosts,
"Surely for this iniquity there will be no atonement for you, Even to your death," says the Lord God of
hosts. Isa. 22:12-14

Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed, Nor did
they know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; In the time of their punishment They
shall be cast down," says the Lord. Jer 8:12

Behavior completely lacking in moral restraint That which is an insolent disregard of decency.

A vice that destroys an individual from within The prominent idea is shameless conduct.

the sins of the unregenerate who are “past feeling” Best described as wanton lawless insolence

One who acknowledges no restraints Comprehensive expression for evil and perversion

who dares whatsoever his caprice and wanton petulance may suggest.”

Some want to keep this in the sexual realm while others make it where all sin will ultimately lead.

aselgeia 1. In the NT aselgeia normally has a sensual meaning and refers esp. to sexual debauchery: in addition, the word describes
behavior in which sexual debauchery is only one element among many. aselgeia is thus a comprehensive expression for evil and
perversion. It is one of the vices that destroy an individual from within (Mark 7:22). The perversity of Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Peter
2:7) consisted of it. It is the characteristic of godless paganism (Eph 4:19; 1 Peter 4:3; Jude 4). (Exegetical Dictionary NT:766 )

aselgeia ... behavior completely lacking in moral restraint, USUALLY with the implication of sexual licentiousness - 'licentious
behavior, extreme immorality.' (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT 766)

aselgeia ... Notes: (1) Broadly speaking, aischrotes signifies "whatever is disgraceful"; rhuparia, "that which is characterized by moral
impurity”, molumos, "that which is defiling by soiling the clean" aselgeia, "that which is an insolent disregard of decency." ;(Vine's
Expository Dictionary NT 766)

aselgeia denotes "excess, licentiousness, absence of restraint, indecency, wantonness"; "lasciviousness" in Mark 7:22, one of the
evils that proceed from the heart; in 2 Cor 12:21, one of the evils of which some in the church at Corinth had been guilty; in Gal 5:19, classed
among the works of the flesh; in Eph 4:19, among the sins of the unregenerate who are "past feeling"; ... The prominent idea is
shameless conduct. ...” (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT: 766)

aselgeia ... If our Translators or the Latin had impurities and lusts of the flesh exclusively in their eye, they have certainly given to
the word too narrow a meaning. aselgeia, which, it will be observed, is not grouped with such in the catalogue of sins at Mark 7:21,22, is
best described as wanton lawless insolence; .... aselgeia as Passow observes, is very closely allied to the hubristikos and akolastos being
one who acknowledges no restraints, who dares whatsoever his caprice and wanton petulance may suggest. None would deny
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that aselgeia may display itself in acts of what we call ‘lasciviousness;’ ... but still it is their petulance, their insolence, which this
word, ... expresses. ... In a multitude of passages the notion of lasciviousness is altogether absent from the word. .... Josephus
ascribes aselgeia and mania to Jezebel, daring, as she did, to build a temple of Baal in the Holy City itself (Antt. viii. 13. 1); and the
same to a Roman soldier, who, being on guard at the Temple during the Passover, provoked by an act of grossest indecency a
tumult, in which many lives were lost ... Other passages, helpful to a fixing of the true meaning of the word, are 3 Macc 2:26; Polybius,
viii. 14. 1; Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. v. 1. 26; and see the quotations in Wetstein, vol. i. p. 588. Aselgeia then, and asotia are clearly
distinguishable; THE FUNDAMENTAL NOTION ... aselgeia LAWLESS INSOLENCE AND WANTON CAPRICE. (Trench's Synonyms NT
766)

When sin has fully overcome and enslaved, restraint is no longer possible. The drunkard or drug

addict who have completely destroyed themselves and can no longer even care what others think.

It is the adulterer, who no longer hides his face in the darkness. Those who openly and brazenly

throw out their sins in our face, daring us to show our disapproval so they can attack.

There are many sins that cannot be committed until we become “wanton.” The sense of shame and
the desire to be pure and holy keep us from doing many things. But when the lust is strong enough
that we no longer care we are “wanton.” Considering the definitions in this light it becomes much
clearer. It is “shamelessness and insolence,” and “unbridled lust.” Vine adds that there is also an
“absence of restraint’ and “indecency” about it. Things that would be embarrassing and shameful
unless one is wanton. Immodest dress, suggestive language, and brazen proclamations of sinful
desires and attitudes are wanton.

to (eis) work all uncleanness with greediness.
To grasp the full meaning of the prepositions “to -eis” first consider the definition and two of the
classic ways that it is used.

“eis,... a Prep. governing the Accusative, and denoting entrance into, or direction and limit: into, to, towards,
for, among. ;... 3. it denotes the end; and a. the end to which a thing reaches or extends, i.e. measure or
degree... b. the end which a thing is adapted to attain... c. the end which one has in view, i.e. object,
purpose;... d. the end by which a thing is completed, i.e. the result or effect... (Thayer, p. 183-186; 1519).

for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many unto remission of sins. Mt. 26:28

And Peter (said) unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the
remission of your sins; Acts 2:38

given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. Eph 4:19

In all these cases, we first have a condition or set of things that must be done and in the second
we have the result or goal.

Thus “lasciviousness” leads to working all uncleanness with greediness. If it is in the sexual realm
or money realm. The results are the same.

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which
drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have
strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 1Tim, 6:9-10

Lasciviousness becomes the daily labor and business, working at and building, practicing and
exercising and creating the work of art of uncleanness with greediness.

ergasia; ... ergazomai ... work, daily labor, business, Il. a working at, making, building, ... 2. a working of a
material, 3. generally, trade, commerce, 4. a practicing, exercising, 5. a work of art, production, (Liddell and
Scott, Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:2039)

When the master called lasciviousness takes over, what it will work and produce is uncleanness
and greediness.

“akatharsia...uncleanness; a. physical... b. in a moral sense, the impurity of lustful, luxurious, profligate
living... used of impure motives...” (Thayer, p. 21; 167)

“akatharsia... any substance which is filthy or dirty- ‘filth, dirt, rubbish.’ ...’but inside they are full of dead
people’s bones and all kinds of filth’ Mt. 23:27...” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:167)

Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among
themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. Rom 1:24-25

In the physical realm, uncleanness would refer to something that is dirty or filthy. It is what we clean
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out of the sink, or out of the vacuum cleaner. It is that which is smelly and disgusting, what we
throw into the garbage can.

In the moral realm it also carries the idea of filthiness. All sin does this to the eyes of most morally
minded individuals. When sin reaches the point of actually carrying a foulness and stench to it, it
has reached the very bottom of the barrel. This is where the pleasures of sin for a season are left
behind and the most vicious and rigorous of all taskmasters takes over and sin actually becomes
the master. Even when this occurs those without feeling continue on in greed. This term is defined:

pleonexia .... "covetousness," literally, "a desire to have more" (pleon, "more," echo, "to have"), always in
a bad sense, (Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

pleonexia ... a strong desire to acquire more and more material possessions or to possess more things
than other people have, all irrespective of need - 'greed, avarice, covetousness.' 'and greed (covetousness),
which is idolatry' Col 3:5; ... (Lou & Nida Greek-English Lexicon NT 4124)

"pleonexia (covetousness), philarguria (love of money) Between these words the same distinction exists as
between our “covetousness'and "avarice'...pleonexia, primarily the having more, and then in a secondary and
more usual sense, the desire after the having more, is the more active sin, philarguria the more passive: the
first,.. seeks rather to grasp what it has not; the second, to retain, and, by accumulating, to multiply that which
it already has. The first in its methods of acquiring, will be often bold and aggressive; even as it may, and
often will, be as free in scattering and squandering, as it was eager and unscrupulous in getting:...
philarguria, on the other hand, the miser's sin... will be often cautious and timid, and will not necessarily have cast
off the outward shows of uprightness. The Pharisees, for example, were philarguroi (Luke 16:14): this was not
irreconcilable with the maintenance of a religious profession, which the pleonexia would have manifestly been...."
(Trench synonyms of the NT: 4124)

There is never enough. No matter how much has been done and how many evil and defiling
activities are engaged in, there is never enough. It can never be satisfied, never satiated.

The leech has two daughters — Give and Give! There are three things that are never satisfied, Four never say,
"Enough!”: 16 The grave, The barren womb, The earth that is not satisfied with water — And the fire never says,
"Enough!" Prov 30:15-16

When someone becomes lascivious, they are so much under the control of their own lusts, that
there can never get enough fulfillment. Regardless of how filthy and vile it might be, the lascivious
man is not above it. He will work all sorts of filthy acts and will do so with greediness, i.e. with relish
and with no concern except to get more and more fulfillment of this lust. He wants more, he has
to have more, he grasps for it, seeks for it yearns for it and craves it with all his being. A slave to
his lust, he has no control any longer. He is merely a tool for the lust that controls him. In this way
many rush headlong to their own destruction just as the swine did when the rushed over the cliff
after the demons came into them(Lk.8:26-39).
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Eph 4:20-

This | say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the
futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given
themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. Eph 4:17-19

20 But you have not so learned Christ,

This is exactly what the Spirit finished in the previous section. The gifts of Christ were given so we
could learn Christ. What the Gentiles were doing in ignorance and blindness of heart have no place
in the learning of the Christian. This is the learning of the disciple.

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn
from Me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Mt. 11:28-29

A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. Lk. 6:40

Those who are growing up into all things to Him who is the head have not learned to act like the
Gentiles. As one learns of Christ and becomes a more committed and knowledgeable disciple, he
will become more and more like his teacher. But this takes an ever deeper and fuller knowledge
and understanding. Not just facts and information, but to more fully know Him and become like Him.

manthané , denotes (a) "to learn” (akin to mathetes, "a disciple"), "to increase one's knowledge," or "be
increased in knowledge," frequently "to learn by inquiry, or observation," e. g., Matt 9:13; 11:29; 24:32; Mark
13:28; John 7:15; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 4:6; 14:35; Phil 4:9; 2 Tim 3:14; Rev 14:3; said of "learning"” Christ, Eph
4:20, not simply the doctrine of Christ, but Christ Himself, a process not merely of getting to know the
person but of so applying the knowledge as to walk differently from the rest of the Gentiles; (Vine's
Expository Dictionary NT:3129)

manthand, To learn (Matt 9:13; 11:29; 24:32; Mark 13:28; Acts 23:27; Gal 3:2; 1 Tim 5:4,13; 2 Tim 3:14; Titus
3:14; Heb 5:8). The aorist, to have learned something, to understand it (Phil 4:11), answers to diddasko
(1321), to teach (John 7:15; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 4:6; 14:31,35; 1 Tim 2:11; Rev 14:3) which denotes instruction
concerning the facts and plan of salvation. In this sense it means to learn with a moral bearing and
responsibility (John 6:45; Phil 4:9). In Col 1:6,7, manthané is equivalent to epigin6sko (1921), to know more
fully. The syn. use is also indicated in 2 Tim 3:7 where the two words, manthané and epignosis (1922), a full
knowledge, are used. In Eph 4:20, manthané has Christ as the direct object He is presented as the sum
and substance of the gospel. To become related to Him is to know Him, and knowing Him is to know His
teaching and abide by it.” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3129)

Whether a babe or a new convert, these things are too obviously wrong for any true disciple of
Jesus to return to them. All who are growing up in all things into him who is the head know that
Christ would approve of none of these things. Christ never lived this way, he never allowed such
things. Even in speaking the name of Jesus Christ one knows that it is a symbol for purity, holiness,
godliness, self-control and truth.

21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him,

The reasons behind this wording are not clear. Some see this as an emphasis that what was just
said was such an obvious statement that it would imply they did not know Jesus at all if they didn’t
know it. It could also be the closest thing to a rebuke in the letter if there are any there in Ephesus
who are contemplating or are still participating in such things. It may also be simply a point of
emphasis for all who will read these things in the future.

eige; particle from ej (1487), if, and ge (1065), indeed. A particle of emphasis or qualification meaning if at
least, if indeed, if so be, followed by the indic. and spoken of what is taken for granted (Eph 3:2; 4:21; Col
1:23; Sept.: Job 16:4). (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:1489

There are two points of consideration. The first is hearing and the second teaching. The teaching
is fixed and constant. Imparted by the gifts Christ gave to His church. It is now recorded in Scripture
and never changes. What is needed is for each individual disciple to hearing.

“akouo... to hear |. absol. 1. to be endowed with the faculty of hearing (not deaf)... 2. to attend to(use of the
faculty of hearing), consider what is or has been said... 3. trop. to understand, perceive the sense of what is
said... Il. ... 1. to hear something... b. to get by hearing, learn... c ... a thing comes to ones ears, to find out (by
hearsay), learn...d. to give ear to teaching or teacher... e. to comprehend, understand, 2. ... unless one hear the
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person or thing with his own ears... a. aa. to perceive any one’s voice... b. to give ear to one, listen, hearken...”
(Thayer, p. 22-23; 191)

akouo; hear, come to know; ... akoe (act of) hearing, (faculty of) hearing, report, preaching ... akoud; occurs
nearly 430 times in the NT, most frequently in the Gospels ... Akoe occurs a total of 24 times, ... akouo; means
hear, but also more generally come to know. ... The meaning listen to someone, obey is present, ... The
substantive akoe designates the faculty of hearing (1 Cor 12:17 bis), the act of hearing (2 Peter 2:8;). ... the
organ of hearing, the ear (Mark 7:35; Luke 7:1; Acts 17:20; 2 Tim 4:3,4; Heb 5:11) ...” (Exegetical Dictionary,
NT:191)

Yet hearing is also made up of two parts. The first is the actual impartation of knowledge and
learning and the second is the full submission that hearing brings.

It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and
learned from the Father comes to Me. Jn. 6:45-46

didaskd, from dao (n.f.), to know or teach. Teach, instruct by word of mouth ... (I) Generally and in an absolute
sense ... (I) In the sense of to tutor, direct, advise, put in mind ... has inherent in it the intent to influence the
understanding of the person who is taught. Its counterparts are akoté (191), to hear for the purpose of
understanding, and manthano (3129), to learn, from which mathétés (3101), learner, pupil, disciple, is
derived. The one didaskei, teaches, and the other mathéteuei (3100), learns or assimilates what he learns
as part of himself (Matt 10:24,25; Luke 6:40; 19:39). kérusso (2784), to preach or proclaim, does not have
inherent the same expectation of learning and assimilation as that which is being taught (didaskd) ... the shaping
of the will of the one taught by the communication of knowledge (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:1321)

didaské teach (NT:1321) didaskalos teacher (NT:1321) ... 1. The verb appears in the NT 97 times (including
John 8:2), while the noun appears 59 times (including John 8:4). ... The verb appears consistently in the sense
of teach or — when the audience is named in the acc. — in the sense of instruct, sometimes parallel to
euaggelizomai (Luke 20:1; Acts 5:42; 15:35) or kérussé (Matt 4:23; 9:35; 11:1; Acts 28:31). The noun designates
a teacher, used in the voc. as an honorific address. (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:1321)

Perhaps it is worded this way to provoke a response in everyone who reads it. “OF COURSE |
HAVE HEARD OF CHRIST, | AM A CHRISTIAN!!! OF COURSE | HAVE BEEN TAUGHT BY
HIM!!!” I AM A DISCIPLE! Would be natural response to such a statement. Anyone who has heard
Christ and been taught by him would find it impossible to live as the Gentiles do. If we are living as
the Gentiles, then the only conclusion would be that we are not His disciple at all.

as the truth is in Jesus:

This is very similar to something Jesus said throughout His ministry and on his final night.

Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And
you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." Jn. 8:31-32

Jesus said to him, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. Jn. 14:6

There is no doubt. The facts are clear. All truth is in the words and revelation of Jesus. Hence in
the same manner that all the truth is in Jesus we must hear and be taught in Him.

“kathos,...1. according as, just as, even as: in the first member of a comparison:...2. according as i.e. in
proportion as, in the degree that...3. since, seeing that, agreeably to the fact that.” (Thayer, p. 314; 2531).

“kathds; adv. from kata (2596), according to, and hos (5613), as. According as, equivalent to ...” (Complete
Word Study Dictionary: NT:2531)

This continues the theme that began in the first few verses. Every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, including absolute truth are found in Christ. To the degree and proportion (kathos) that the
truth is found in Christ, to that degree all disciples should be influenced and led by only Him into
the truth. They should not give the Gentiles who are living their vain life of darkness any credibility
at all if they contradict what Jesus through His apostles have said. All truth is in Jesus. Outside of
Jesus, as Paul has painstakingly shown in the previous chapters there is nothing. All spiritual
blessings are there, God has summed up all things in Christ. He is the creator of all things and in
him all things consist, He rules over all things, and now, all truth is in Jesus.

Truth in the original Greek language had a very interesting nuance that is very helpful in this
context. The root word of truth is what is hidden and concealed and thus not true. But the alpha
privative negates this and makes itimpossible. There is nothing hidden, nothing concealed, nothing
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that will later be revealed that will discredit or disprove it. It is unvarnished, it is clear and in the light.
Every word that Jesus has spoken, either directly ore though His apostles is absolute truth. There
is nothing hidden or concealed that will later disprove or annul anything He has said. We can trust
it.
alétheia truth (NT:225) alétheud tell the truth, be truthful (NT:226) aléthés true, honest, genuine (NT:227)
aléthinos true, honest, dependable (NT:228) alethos truly, actually (230) ... 1. The Pauline, and Johannine
writings provide 92 of the 109 instances of alétheia in the NT. 2. According to early Greek usage, alétheia,
a privative form derived from lanthan6 1étho (conceal something from someone, be hidden), refers to
things as they are — but always that which is expressed; to speak the alétheia was to say "how it is" ...
Regarding the classical period the evidence presented primarily by Heidegger and Bultmann (Exegetica 144 f.)
remains unrefuted according to which alétheia means truth in the sense of the unhiddenness (its
etymological sense! Heitsch vs. Friedlander) and disclosedness of the state of affairs which exhibits itself
and is therefore perceived in its actuality; further, and in thorough continuity with early usage, it could indicate
the reality and essentiality or rightness of the assertion of disclosing discourse ... (Aristotle) Insofar as
alétheia discloses the disposition of the speaker, it means truthfulness. The adjectives aléthés and aléthinos,
already in classical Greek largely coterminous in terms of content, embody in the NT all the nuances on the
spectrum of meaning of alétheia: true in the sense of dependable, constant, real, genuine, and faithful. (Exegetical
Dictionary NT:225)
aléthés, adjective from the privative a (1), without, and /étho, an older form of lanthané (2990), to be hid,
unawares. True, one who cannot lie. ... (I) True, real, conformed to the nature and reality of things...”
(Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:225)

aléthés (alpha privative and /éthé ... literally, not hidden, unconcealed) (from Homer down); 1. true: 2. loving
the truth, speaking the truth, truthful: (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:227)

This is the very thing we cannot trust any one else to give to us. It is impossible for God to lie. The
Holy Spirit revealed all truth and nothing but the truth. But it is clear that Satan, (the god of this
world) can and does lie and so do all who are influenced by him. It is the one unconcealed thing
in any thing He says that will later reveal that it was a lie.

You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks
from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. Jn. 8:44

If it is revealed in Jesus word, there is nothing concealed or hidden. Itis as it is and as it always will
be. If it doesn’t come from this source, it must be viewed with caution. If it contradicts anything
Jesus has said, then it has lies and untruths concealed in it.

That is all any faithful untossed to and fro and fullgrown man will need or want to have, all they will
want to know. Christians do not need to go to the Gentiles to learn how to live. We don’t have to
go to them for our entertainment, values, or wisdom in raising children. All truth is in the word of
God. Itis found through Jesus. Put your faith in that. Trust that implicitly with a childlike faith. If one
will do that all will be well. The body will grow and the joints will become stronger. If we do not then
the body will fall apart.

22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct,

Based on the truth that is in Christ, because we have heard Him and been taught by Him, the Holy
Spirit now moves to the applications and changes that must have already begun and continue to
come into being. Each Christ must assess His former conduct in light of what Jesus has taught he
has heard. All that is concealed must be brought into the light to be certain it is truth.

Using the figure of changing ones clothes, He speaks of removing one thing and replacing it with
something else. This term is used many times in the NT to convey the idea of completely removing
something.

apotithemi ... is used literally of removal of clothing, e.g., Acts 7:58 (prior to stoning) and in the phrase “throw
someone into prison” in Matt 14:3 ... Figurative use of apothemi is predominant in the NT. Rom. 13:12 speaks
of throwing off “the works of darkness,” Col. 3:8 putting off vices, Eph. 4:22, in the same sense, of putting
off the “old man” (cf. Col. 3:9,) ... apotithemai refers to “taking off” vices (as a garment): Eph. 4:25
(“falsehood”); James 1:21 (“all filthiness and rank growth of wickedness”); 1 Peter 2:1 (“all malice and all
guile”); and Heb 12:1 (“every weight, and sin”); the participle apothemenoi in these passages is to be
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understood as a challenge (cf. Rom. 13:12) or an imperative (as in Col 3:8) (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT;
659)

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Rom 13:12
Therefore, putting away lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," Eph 4:25

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth. Col 3:8-9

let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, Heb 12:1

Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls. James 1:21

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes,
desire the pure milk of the word, 1Pet, 2:1-2

Obviously it caries the idea of getting rid of something one no longer needs. They renounce and
give it up, they put it away and put if off from themselves.

There was a life each disciple lived before they heard the gospel. A vain manner of life handed
down from our fathers. The Spirit called it our “former’ conduct. Thus the new birth, born of water
and the Spirit becomes a chasm between what was and what will be. There are things that
occurred earlier, before, previously and there are things that have come into being after.

proteros earlier, occurs in the NT only in the temporal sense. It appears in Eph 4:22 as a fem. adj. ("the former
manner of life"). In 10 other occurrences neut. proteron is an adv. meaning earlier, previously, before (though
used as an adj. in Heb 10:32: "the former days"; 1 Peter 1:14: "your former desires"); both with art. (Exegetical
Dictionary NT:4387)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
2Cor. 5:17

The contrast here is between the conduct of the disciple before the old things passed away.
Conduct includes manner and mode of life, behavior. Life made up of actions. Those actions must
now be assessed and removed if they do not measure up.

“anastrophe... prop. “walk’ |. e. manner of life, behavior, conduct... Hence life in so far as it is comprised in
conduct, ... “ (Thayer, p. 42; 391)

anastrophe to turn up, to move about. A turning about. In the NT, mode of life, conduct, behavior,
deportment (Gal. 1:13; Eph. 4:22; 1Tim. 4:12; James 3:13; 1 Peter 2:7; 3:11); life, as made up of actions (Heb.
13:7; 1 Peter 1:15)....” (The Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:391)

Test all things; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 1Th. 5:21-22

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom. 12:2

All behavior and conduct must be tested by the truth that is in Christ Jesus and if it fits into the
qualities of things discussed above, then it must be taken off and not put back on again. There
must be nothing concealed in the midst of an activity that does not truly fit into God’s will.

the old man

The Holy Spirit now labels this former conduct, the old man. Itis used is the embodiment of all the
wicked and evil things, thoughts, and ideas we had prior to hearing and obeying the gospel.

palaiés, ad;. from palai (3819), in the past, long ago. Old, not new, what is of long standing. (I) In age or time,
old, former, not recent, such as ... wine (Luke 5:39); ... leaven (1 Cor 5:7,8); ... testament (2 Cor 3:14);
commandment (1 John 2:7); man (Rom 6:6; Eph 4:22; Col 3:9) means the sinful and unregenerate self previous
to salvation, standing in contrast to the kainos (2537), qualitatively new, regenerate man. (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT:3820)

palaios old; obsolete ... 1. The adjective palaios is found 19 times in the NT, each time in opposition to neos
or kainos ... 2). It indicates that which is old, in the sense of having been in existence for a long time (in
contrastto neos) in a somewhat derived sense obsolete The Pauline occurrences speak of the "old person" (Rom
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6:6; thus also Col 3:9; Eph 4:22), of "old yeast," i.e., leaven (1 Cor 5:7,8) neos and of the "old covenant” (2 Cor
3:14); As an antonym of neos, "fresh, young," palaios primarily means old (= in existence for a long time):
Mark 2:21 a par. Matt 9:16: "the old garment” in contrast to the "unshrunk (new)" patch; Mark 2:22 par. Matt
9:17/Luke 5:37: "new wine in old wineskins" (contrast Mark 2:22 ) par.: ... The following passages have kainos,
"new, never having existed," as an antonym and palaios is understood primarily as obsolete, superseded:
Luke 5:36 a, b: "new — old garment"; cf. Mark 2:21 b: "the new from the old." ... 3. The statement regarding the
crucifixion of "our old person" with Christ is found in Rom 6:6 in connection with other indicative statements about
baptism: "We have died to sin" (v. 2), "have been baptized into his [Jesus Christ's] death" (v. 3), and "have been
buried with him . . . in his death" (v. 4). "Our old person" is to be interpreted within this context. (Exegetical
Dictionary NT: 3280)

knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin. Rom. 6:6

Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Rom. 6:11

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. Gal. 2:20

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows
to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.
Gal 6:7-9

Paul’s old man was gone, and he never put it back on. The Holy Spirit warns all disciples that they
must do the same thing. which grows corrupt

The reason is clear. This old man is has been corrupted and will continue to corrupt.

phtheird ... to waste, pine. To corrupt, destroy. Trans. to destroy, punish with destruction, bring to a worse
state (1 Cor 3:17). To corrupt, spoil, vitiate, in a moral or spiritual sense (1 Cor 15:33; Eph 4:22; Jude 10; Rev
19:2). To corrupt, with the meaning of to subvert or corrupt opinions (2 Cor 7:2; 11:3;...” (Complete Word
Study Dictionary: NT:5351)

phtheiro signifies “to destroy by means of corrupting,” and so “bringing into a worse state”; (a) with this
significance it is used of the effect of evil company upon the manners of believers, and so of the effect of
association with those who deny the truth and hold false doctrine, 1 Cor 15:33 (Vine’s Expository Dictionary
NT:5351)

The old man is morally and ethically decaying. it grows worse and worse in the moral realm. The
old man, just like the new man can grow up. It must be put off or the one who keeps it alive will
grow more and more corrupt.

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “l am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15
Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Jas. 1:13-16

according to the deceitful lusts,

It is the “deceitful’ lusts that are bring the relationship (kata - relation, proportion, of various sorts;
in proportion to, according to the measure of). The concealed elements of these lusts will destroy
and corrupt. They appear to be pleasant and on the same level with all the other wonderful needs
God has given to us, along with the pleasant and wholesome means to fulfill them. But these are
deceitful. They never give what they promise. They cheat, deceive and beguile, but they are never
able to bring the true satisfaction and enjoyment that they promise. They only lead to corruption.

apate "deceit or deceitfulness" (akin to apatao, "to cheat, deceive, beguile"), that which gives a false
impression, whether by appearance, statement or influence, is said of riches, Matt 13:22; Mark 4:19; of sin,
Heb 3:13. The phrase in Eph 4:22, "deceitful lusts," KJV, "lusts of deceit," RV, signifies lusts excited by "deceit,"
of which "deceit" is the source of strength, not lusts "deceitful" in themselves. In 2 Thess 2:10, "all deceit of
unrighteousness," RV, signifies all manner of unscrupulous words and deeds designed to "deceive" (see
Rev 13:13-15). In Col 2:8, "vain deceit" suggests that "deceit" is void of anything profitable. (Vine's Expository
Dictionary NT:539),

epithumia, NT:1939) denotes “strong desire” of any kind, the various kinds being frequently specified by some
adjective (see below). The word is used of a good desire in Luke 22:15; Phil 1:23, and 1 Thess 2:17 only.
Everywhere else it has a bad sense. In Rom 6:12 the injunction against letting sin reign in our mortal body to
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obey the “lust” thereof, refers to those evil desires which are ready to express themselves in bodily activity.
They are equally the “lusts” of the flesh, Rom 13:14; Gal 5:16,24; Eph 2:3; 2 Peter 2:18; 1 John 2:16, a phrase
which describes the emotions of the soul, the natural tendency towards things evil. Such “lusts” are not necessarily
base and immoral, they may be refined in character, but are evil if inconsistent with the will of God. (Vine’s
Expository Dictionary, NT:1939)

These are lusts that cheat, deceive and beguile. They make one feel like they are enjoyable to fulfill
them, but they never really are to the Christian. As they deceive the Christian with such a false
impression they corrupt him from within and destroy his heart and soul. A lust is a strong
overwhelming desire. It is defined:

These cravings and longings can never be satisfied. They only bring on more desire and deeper
corruption.

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

To be free from these decietful lusts requires a renewal. Here it is a renewal of the spirit of you
mind, butitis also the renewing of your mind. Renewed in knowledge and patterned after God who
created us.

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. Rom. 12:2

Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 2Cor. 4:16-17

put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, Col.
3:10-11

“Renewed” is defined:

ananedo, from ana (303), again, and neéo , to renew (n.f.), which is from néos (3501), new, another. To renew,
make young. Used in Eph 4:23, ananeéomai and is to be taken in the pass. mid. (Complete Word Study
Dictionary: NT: 365)

ananeoo "to renew, make young" (ana, as in No. 1, and neos, "recent," not different), is used in Eph 4:23, "be
renewed (in the spirit of your mind)." The "renewal" here mentioned is not that of the mind itself in its natural
powers of memory, judgment and perception, but "the spirit of the mind," which, under the controlling power
of the indwelling Holy Spirit, directs its bent and energies Godward in the enjoyment of "fellowship with the
Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ," and of the fulfillment of the will of God. The word is frequent in inscriptions
and in the papyri. (Vine's Expository Dictionary, NT:365),

This is a renewal that can only be accomplished through the power of the Holy Spirit over our own
mind. This is not an overwhelming power, but a power we use through the tools God has given to
us. The Holy Spirit’s power is infinite and could not be withstood applied directly. But it has been
placed into the Scriptures and is unlocked only by our own faith and effort. The Holy Spirit Himself
made that perfectly clear in Romans.

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be fleshly minded is death, but to be spiritually minded
is life and peace. 7 Because the fleshly mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor
indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh but in
the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
is not His. ... 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors — not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you
live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. Rom 8:5-14

We can’t be renewed in the spirit of our own mind until we allow Him to work there. His power is
infinite, but only works when our own spirit and mind allow Him. It is His power, but it is our self-
control and efforts that make the difference. This is why some grow so quickly and others not at all.

The attitude, disposition and influence which governed the souls of these men and women prior
to the coming of the gospel is clearly brought out in the previous verses. All decisions were based
on a futile mind (4:17), all priorities were determined on the basis of a darkened understanding
(4:18), all morality based on the licentious attitudes of those around them (4:19). Little to nothing
could be trusted to be as it appeared to be. They needed to go back to their infancy and completely
make their mind and the attitudes it contained over again.
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The real battle between the flesh and the Spirit is contained within the mind of each individual.

nous "mind," denotes, speaking generally, the seat of reflective consciousness, comprising the faculties of
perception and understanding, and those of feeling, judging and determining.... Its use in the NT may be
analyzed as follows: it denotes (a) the faculty of knowing, the seat of the understanding, (b) counsels,
purpose, Rom 11:34 (of the "mind" of God); ...” (Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, NT:3563)

“nous,... 1. the mind, comprising alike the faculties of perceiving and understanding and those of feeling,
judging, determining; hence spec. a. the intellective faculty, the understanding...b. reason... in the narrower
sense, as the capacity for spiritual truth, the higher powers of the soul, the faculty of perceiving divine things,
of recognizing goodness and of hating evil... c. the power of considering and judging soberly, calmly and
impartially... 2. a particular mode of thinking and judging... i.q. thoughts, feelings, purposes... desires...
(Thayer, p. 429; 3563).

The spirit of the mind therefore includes feelings, judgements, determinations, perceptions,
recognition, considerations, thoughts, purposes and desires. In short it includes every facet of the
mind, heart and soul combined. Nothing can be left alone. Every perception must be examined by
the word of God and determined if it be right and proper for the holy child of God to hold. Every
feeling, every thought and plan for the future. Everything in the mind of the new babe and the
mature Christian must undergo this renewal. Old things must be discarded and new things added.
No greater thing does God ask of his people, no more difficult task is undertaken by them, and yet
no greater thing of value and joy could be gleaned than what is asked here.

The mind can be renewed and transformed (metamorphosis) through the power that God has given
to His people through the Holy Spirit who wrote and used the word of God as His sword. Paul will
now explain more fully how this is done.

24 and that you put on the new man

After we have put off, we something else must be “put on.” Once again the main idea to “clothe with
a garment,” or “put on oneself.” We must take it off (works of darkness) and we must put it on
(armor of light).

“enduo... 1. trans. (prop. to envelop in, to hide in), to put on: ... a. in a literal sense, to put on, clothe with a
garment... b. in metaphorical phrases: of armor fig. so called, ... mid. to put on oneself, be clothed with... to
be furnished with anything, adorned with a virtue, as if clothed with a garment...” (Thayer, p. 214; 1744)

endué ... |. to go into, ... 1. of clothes, to put on, ... to wear ... to put on, assume the person of. ... 2. to enter,
to press into, ...” (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:1746)

This term is also used in different ways in the NT.

Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. Eph 6:11
put on the new man, Col 3:10

Put on therefore, ... a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; Col 3:12
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. 1Thes 5:8

Once again it is critical to understand that while all the power comes from the Holy Spirit who
makes all this possible, it is our own initiative that is the key and foundation. This is a verb the Spirit
placed in the middle voice. It is not active alone, and it it certainly not a passive thing we wait for
the Spirit to do for us. By using the middle voice, the subject is participating in the results of the
action. The active voice emphasizes our own actions, but the middle our own actions that we must
participate in and bring about. We are the agent by which these things must be done. This doesn’t
remove or modify the fact that it is the Holy Spirit who makes this possible. It only emphasizes that
He has made us the agent who is deeply concerned and involved in the action.

The Middle Voice: Here we approach one of the most distinctive and peculiar phenomena of the Greek
language. It is impossible to describe it, adequately or accurately in terms of English idiom, for English
knows no approximate parallel. It is imperative that the student abandon, as far as possible, the English point of
view and comprehend that of the Greek. We can never hope to express exactly the Greek middle voice by any
English translation, but must seek to acclimate ourselves to its mental atmosphere and feel its force, though we
cannot express it precisely. The middle voice is that use of the verb which describes the subject as
participating in the results of the action. ... while the active voice emphasizes the action, the middle
stresses the agent. It, in some way, relates the action more intimately to the subject. ... “the essence of the
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middle therefore lies in its calling attention to the agent, as in some way clearly concerned with the
action.” (Dana and Mantey, Manual Grammar of the Greek NT, p 156-157 Paragraph 154)

We are the agent the Holy Spirit has appointed to accomplish this work. We must envelop
ourselves inside of the new man. We are to completely cover ourselves in Him so that we are
clothed in it as with a new garment. This is the exact opposite of the putting off of the old man
which Paul spoke of in verse 22. The new man begins as a new creature having passed through
the new birth.

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God. Jn. 3:5

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new. 2Cor. 5:17

These new creatures must take on a new spirit in their mind and become a new man. The means
to best accomplish this has already been outlined in 4:11-16. The gifts of Christ will bring all to the
spiritual maturity of manhood as quickly as each individual is willing to labor and toil to gain them.

Although we possessed this mind in potential when we were born alive, when the commandment
came, we died and the process ended just as we reached the age of accountability. Now, for the
first time through the great power of the gospel we can now become “new” not renewed, but brand
new. The power of the gospel and the new creation exceeds our ability to comprehend.

“kainos... new, i.e. a. as respect form; recently made, fresh, recent, unused, unworn... new, which as
recently made is superior to what it succeeds... b. as respects substance; of a new kind; unprecedented,
novel, uncommon, unheard of, ... (Thayer, p. 317-318; 2537)

kainos & neos Of the two most common words for “new” since the classical period, namely, neos and kainos the
former signifies “what was not there before,” “what has only just arisen or appeared,” the latter “what is
new and distinctive” as compared with other things. neos is new in time or origin, i.e., young, with a
suggestion of immaturity or of lack of respect for the old kainos is what is new in nature, different from
the usual, impressive, better than the old, superior in value or attraction, . . . . kainos is the epitome of the
wholly different and miraculous thing which is brought by the time of salvation. Hence “new’ is a leading
teleological term in apocalyptic promise: a new heaven and a new earth, Rev 21:1; 2Pet 3:13 the new Jerusalem,
Rev 3:12; 21:2 the new wine of the eschatological banquet, Mk 14:25); the new name, Rev 2:17; the new song,
5:9; 14:3 “Behold, | make all things new,” 21:5...." (Kittel, TDWNT 2537)

This should not be surprising with what has already been revealed. We now have access to the
same power that /God used to raise Jessu form the dead. It doesn’t get any more powerful than
this.

and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His
mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, Eph. 1:19-20

which was created according to God,

All of this potential began as soon as we obeyed the gospel.

For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard
from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively
works in you who believe. 1 Thess 2:13-14

For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. Rom 1:16-17

“Created” is a word of power. It was what God did in Genesis 1:1 and it is what God does for each
Christian and we can and must now participate in.

ktizo ... to make or create something which has not existed before - 'to create, creation’ (in the NT, used
exclusively of God's activity in creation). ...” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:2936)

ktizd used among the Greeks to mean the founding of a place, a city or colony, signifies, in Scripture, "to
create," always of the act of God, whether (a) in the natural creation, Mark 13:19; Rom 1:25 ... 1 Cor 11:9;
Eph 3:9; Col 1:16; 1 Tim 4:3; Rev 4:11; 10:6, or (b) in the spiritual creation, Eph 2:10,15; 4:24; Col 3:10. (Vine's
Expository Dictionary, NT:2936)
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These are terms that exceed our ability to comprehend but when we see it working in the apostle
Paul and others we stand amazed at what can be done in such a short amount of time. This term
generally describes what God did with the universe in the first chapter of Genesis. On those six
days God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them. Paul uses this term evidently
to describe the power that was exerted to bring about this new man. The creation of the new man
was accomplished in the act of baptism. In Colossians, Paul speaks of the mighty power exerted
in making the new man.

In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,
(Col. 2:11-13).

It is here that the new creation (2Cor. 5:17) is accomplished (incidently, this is the same term in
noun form as that used here). When a person completes his conversion in baptism, he is created
according to God. This is the reason for the aorist tense here. These Ephesian brethren had
already passed through this great new birth. They were already created according to God by God’s
grace and omnipotent power. This is all in proportion and relationship to (kata) God.

God is the standard by which we were created by. Paul places the act of creation in which each
Christian passes through on one side of the scale and he places God on the other side. Thus he
affirms that at the new creation they were given back everything mankind had prior to the sin of
Genesis 2. That which was spoken of in Genesis 1 concerning the nature and makeup of man was
through the precious blood of Jesus returned to those who submitted by faith to God’s
requirements. It is now possible with us as the agent and the word of God and God Himself as ouir
source of power.

26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. Gen. 1:25-28

This is not the only place in the Scripture where this is affirmed. Man again regained the divine
image and likeness. Peter says much the same thing in his second epistle.

as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of
Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust. 1Pet. 1:3-4.

God'’s divine power gave us all that pertains to life and godliness, and through all this, we may be
partakers of the divine nature having escaped the corruption of this world through lust. God’s divine
power worked in our souls to remove all sin and to make us alive in Christ. All through grace and
favor. Our agency is also mapped out by the Holy Spirit in Peter.

But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge
self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and
to brotherly kindness love. 2Pet. 1:5-7

What Paul now bids here is that the Ephesians make the divine nature more than just a present
form God by grace. Through effort and toil, they are to put off their old man and put on the new.
They are to become like God in every possible way open to them.

in true righteousness

Paul’s selection of preposition here leads to the conclusion that these final three terms are the
means by which God brings about the above likeness. When His children possessed true
righteousness and holiness, then they are returning to the image of God and the divine nature. Paul
used the preposition “en” which is defined:

"en...a preposition taking the dative after it;... Eng. in, on, at, with, by among. | LOCALLY; 1. of Place proper;
a. in the interior of some whole; within the limits of some space... 5. used of that with which a person is
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surrounded, equipped, furnished, assisted, or acts... d. of the instrument or means by or with which
anything is accomplished, owing to the influence of the Hebr. prep... much more common in the sacred writ.
than in the prof... where we say with, by means of, by(through)..." (Thayer, p. 209-212; 1722)

It is with these two terms that man ought to focus a great deal of time and energy. They form the
heart and soul of his quest to renew his mind and put on the new man.

We now return to true, unconcealed and nothing hidden. This is a genuine righteousness with now
ulterior motives except fairness and justice.

alétheia truth (NT:225) alétheud tell the truth, be truthful (NT:226) aléthés true, honest, genuine (NT:227) aléthinos true, honest,
dependable (NT:228) alethés truly, actually (230) ... 1. The Pauline, and Johannine writings provide 92 of the 109 instances of alétheia
in the NT. 2. According to early Greek usage, alétheia, a privative form derived from lanthané Iéthé (conceal something from
someone, be hidden), refers to things as they are — but always that which is expressed; to speak alétheia was to say "how it is"

By placing this term in front of both “righteousness” and “holiness,” The Spirit sought to emphasize
that this quest must be for the full and genuine article with nothing concealed. We must not be
content with anything less. It must be the genuine righteousness which God Himself possesses.

“dikaios ... righteous, observing divine and human laws; one who is such as he ought to be;... 1. in a wide
sense, upright, righteous, virtuous, keeping the commands of God...” (Thayer, p 148-149; 1342)

“dikaiosune... the virtue or quality or state of one who is dikaios; 1. in the broad sense, the state of him who is
such as he ought to be, righteousness... b. integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, correctness in thinking,
feeling and acting...” (Thayer, p. 149; 1343)

tsedeq- justice, rightness, righteousness a) what is right or just or normal, rightness, justness (of weights and
measures) b) righteousness ...5) used of God'’s attribute c) righteousness, justice (in case or cause) d) rightness
(in speech) e) righteousness (as ethically right)

Righteousness is a broad term generally taking in every thought, word, motive and act of a man.
All of the above must pass the test of God’s will and come through it in complete harmony. When
a man fulfills his duty to God and to his fellow man without falling short of either, then he is
righteous.

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Ps 89:14

Mercy and truth go before Your face. 9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell
in our land. 10 Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed. 11 Truth shall
spring out of the earth, And righteousness shall look down from heaven. Ps 85:9-11

When a man is correct in his thinking, feeling and acting, and has brought his heart and mind into
complete submission to the will of God as recorded in the New Testament, then he is righteous.
He must love the Lord with all his heart, soul, might, and mind. He must love his neighbor as
himself. This is the goal of the New man.

and holiness.
The term holiness is defined:

‘hosios, hosios ... Of actions which by ancient sanction are regarded as sacred, lawful and according to
duty,... It makes no odds whether the sanctioning force is divine precept, natural law or ancient custom.
hosios thus corresponds... to what a man does by disposition in accordance with his inward attitude and
inner acceptance of what is felt to be binding.... This is more than cultic, legal, opportunist, or forced
action. ... In content it is what is right and good from the standpoint of morality and religion. Very commonly
we find hosios, and dikaios, together; the combined expression indicates that which corresponds to
divine and human statute...” (Kittel, TDWNT; NT:3741 3743 and 3743)

‘hosios the derivation indeed of the word remains very doubtful... In classical Greek it is far more frequently used
of things than of persons;... expressing the everlasting ordinances of right, which no law or custom of men
has constituted, for they are anterior to all law and custom; and rest on the divine constitution of the moral
universe and mans relations to this... the hosios... is one who reverences these everlasting sanctities, and
owns the obligation;...” (Trench, Richard Chenevix, op. cit., p. 327-334; NT:3741)

From the definitions above, the following composite can be drawn. One who is truly holy will feel
strong ties of fidelity toward the obligations laid upon him by his Father in heaven. He will feel
morally bound with ties of great emotional and intellectual power. God’s laws become absolutes
which cannot be bent or twisted in the least. Those created in the divine nature with God as their
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great example feel awe and respect toward the laws of God. This attitude is seen in Peter’s words:
We must obey God rather than men(Acts 5:29). There is no sacrifice too great, no responsibility
that is too small. God’s laws and duties become the sacred responsibilities of God’s children.

This term is not the one we have grown accustomed to seeing in most places where it is translated.
HAGIOS is the term exclusively used in Holy Spirit and saint. It is only used a few times in the New
Testament. Those wishing a fuller understanding of the term can read the following:

“the derivation indeed of the word remains very doubtful... In classical Greek it is far more frequently used of things
than of persons;... expressing the everlasting ordinances of right, which no law or custom of men has
constituted, for they are anterior to all law and custom; and rest on the divine constitution of the moral
universe and mans relations to this... the hosios... is one who reverences these everlasting sanctities, and owns
the obligation;... When we follow hosios to its uses in sacred Greek, we find it, as was inevitable, gaining in depth
and intensity of meaning; but otherwise true to the sense which it already had in classical language... If what has
been said is correct, Joseph, when tempted to sin by his Egyptian mistress(Gen 34:7-12) approved himself hosios,
in reverencing those everlasting sanctities of the marriage bond, which God had founded, and which he could not
violate without sinning against him: “How can | do this great wickedness and sin against God?” He approved
himself hagios in that he separated himself from any unholy fellowship with his temptress; he approved himself
hagnos in that he kept his body pure and undefiled.” (Trench, Richard Chenevix, op. cit., p. 327-334)

put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

Eph 4:25-
25 Therefore,

This conjunction is used when there is not only an inference, but also a result. It is not only logical
and sense to follow through with these things, but it MUST result. As a result of the need to put off
the corrupt old man and put on the righteous and holy new man it is imperative that what follows
occurs.

dio... serves to coordinate what follows with what precedes ... occurs esp. in Acts (8 times), ... Pauline letters
(22), and in the other letters of the NT (11, of which 9 are in Hebrews) ... (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT NT:1352

dio, ... relatively emphatic markers of result, usually denoting the fact that the inference is self-evident -
‘therefore, for this reason, for this very reason, so then.’, dio: ‘therefore, that field was called Field of Blood’
Matt 27:8; .. ‘for this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God’ Luke 1:35. dioper ‘therefore, if meat
causes offense to my fellow believer, | will never eat meat’ 1 Cor 8:13; ...” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon
NT:1352)

“dio conjunction ... wherefore, on which account...” (Thayer p 162;1352)

The difference between what was known and accepted as truth without God’s guidance and what
is now known with it must and will lead to a stopping and removing and a beginning and adding:

Remove, Stop Doing and Take Off Begin Doing, Change into and Add

putting away lying, speak truth with his neighbor,"

Be angry, do not sin do not let the sun go down on your wrath, do not give place to the devil.
him who stole steal no longer, let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have

something to give him who has need.
no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth what is good for necessary edification impart grace to the hearers.
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
evil speaking be put away, with all malice. even as God in Christ forgave you.

They must forget how to lust after deceitful things which had led to darkness and a complete
alienation from the life of God. A new path is now open. By God’s grace and favor they have a
second chance. As new creatures, they can completely renew the spirit of their minds and begin
the quest to become as God in true holiness and righteousness.

54




putting away lying,

Since “putting aside” is an aorist participle in the middle voice, this is an action that was done in the
past, and we have become an active participant in bringing it about. The Holy Spirit has shown the
way and now it must be part of their effort and toil that it make it an essential part of their lives.

All must become the “having put away ones,” or though awkard in English it could have been
translated the “put awayers,” or put away ones.” Just as someone takes off their soiled and dirty
clothing disciple take off their lying and deceitful attitudes.

apotithemifrom apé (575), from, and tithemi (5087), to lay. Used in the NT only in the middle voice, apotithemai.
(Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:659)

apotithemi ... is used literally of removal of clothing, e.g., Acts 7:58 (prior to stoning) and in the phrase “throw
someone into prison” in Matt 14:3 ... Figurative use of apothemi is predominant in the NT. Rom. 13:12 speaks
of throwing off “the works of darkness,” Col. 3:8 putting off vices, Eph. 4:22, in the same sense, of putting
off the “old man” (cf. Col. 3:9,) ... apotithemai refers to “taking off”’ vices (as a garment). Eph. 4:25
(“falsehood”); James 1:21 (“all filthiness and rank growth of wickedness”); 1 Peter 2:1 (“all malice and all
guile”); and Heb 12:1 (“every weight, and sin”); the participle apothemenoi in these passages is to be
understood as a challenge (cf. Rom. 13:12) or an imperative (as in Col 3:8) (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT;
659)

This term was used to describe the clothing taken off and laid at Saul’s feet so Stephen could be
stoned(Acts 7:58). It is is used many times to demand what must be removed.

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, Rom. 13:12

ye_put away, as concerning your former manner of life, the old man, Eph. 4:22

putting away falsehood, speak ye truth Eph. 4:25

but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking Col. 3:8

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, Heb. 12:1

putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, James 1:21

Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 1Pet 2:1

In a graphic vision, Joshua’s sins were likened to taking off a filthy garment. God did this for each disciple
when they are baptized and “wash away their sins.
Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the angel. 4 And he answered and
spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take the filthy garments from off him. And unto him he said,
Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with rich apparel. 5 And | said, Let
them set a clean mitre upon his head. So they set a clean mitre upon his head, and clothed him with
garments; and the angel of Jehovah was standing by. Zech. 3:3-5

Those who truly wish to remain holy and righteous must make what God has done by grace into
a reality they have done with their own efforts in putting it off of their character and daily life.
There is no real difference between what is meant by lying in English and in Greek.

"pseudos... a lie; conscious and intentional falsehood:... [A. V. lying wonders] exhibited for the treacherous
purpose of deceiving men, Il Th. 2:9; in a broad sense, whatever is not what it professes to be: so of
perverse, impious, deceitful precepts Il Th. 2:11..." (Thayer, p. 676; 5579)

pseudos, neut. noun from psetdomai (5574), to lie. Alie, falsehood (John 8:44 [cf. Col 3:9; 2 Thess 2:11; 1 John
2:21,27]; Sept.: Ps 5:6 Jer 5:2). Lying in general (Eph 4:25). 2 Thess 2:9 refers to false, fictitious, pretended
miracles...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:5579)

Truth has a very high premium in the eyes of God. God cannot lie. He does no desire for His
children to lie either. There is no valid reason, purpose of goal that should ever tempt a child of God
to tell any form of falsehood. All falsehood leads us to the father of all lies, the devil.

You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks
from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. Jn. 8:44

“Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,”

This passage is in quotations because it is found in Zechariah.
‘Just as | determined to punish you When your fathers provoked Me to wrath,’ Says the Lord of hosts, 'And | would
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not relent, 15 So again in these days | am determined to do good To Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do
notfear. 16 These are the things you shall do: Speak each man the truth to his neighbor; Give judgmentin your
gates for truth, justice, and peace; 17 Let none of you think evil in your heart against your neighbor; And do
not love a false oath. For all these are things that | hate,’ Says the Lord." Zech. 8:14-17

This is the same truth that is in Jesus (“as the truth is in Jesus” Eph 4:20). Being truthful, honest,
dependable with nothing concealed or hidden within the words. All conversations should leave both
parties with a complete understanding of what truly is or truly happened with nothing left out or
added in that would change the perception. Christians only speak the reality of what is. What is
right, what is real and what is true. The new man only speaks truth.

for we are members of one another.

The “foris “hoti... the reason why anything is said to be or to be done, because, since, for that, for,
added to show what ground he gives.” The Holy Spirit refers back to the first chapter where the
church is referred to as Christ’s body.

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His
body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Eph 1:22-23

but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ — 16 from

whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective

g/c;r;_m;g by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. Eph
Every Christian is part of this one body, and seeking the same goals as our head must speak the
truth in love. When one part of a body lies to another part, terrible consequences are going to
follow, because something has broken down and is in the process of decay or loss of function.

“melos... a. “member of the body... in Hom. the word is found in the plur. Only for members of the body
(men and animals) ...” (Kittel Vol 4 p. 555; NT:3196)

“melos... a member, limb: prop. a member of the human body,... “ (Thayer, p. 397; 3196)

For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body ... 14 For in fact the body
is not one member but many. ... And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members
individually. 1Cor. 12:12-17; 26-28

If the truth is not being told, all the members can’t suffer or rejoice. Nor can they help or intervene.
If the stove is hot, but the nerves of the hand lie to the brain and say that it is not, the damage to
the hand will be severe. This never happens unless a disease such as leprosy creeps in to destroy,
or a stroke destroys then nerves. It only happens in the church when on member lies to another.
It should never happen in the spiritual realm either. If the church is filled with new men, it will not.

When each member is equally truthful with every other member we have a healthy body or local
church. But it must be equal, mutual and reciprocal. Both sides are telling the truth. No gossip, no
slander, no misrepresenting or exaggeration. Truth and truth alone.

allélon... 1. The reciprocal pronoun allélon ... is formed by the doubling of the stem allo- (allos). It originally
means one to the other(s) ... thus it corresponds to Eng. each other ... 2. The understanding of allélon... in the
NT is unproblematic; the translation derivatives other or mutually is sufficient for every instance. ... is used
in connection with groups of persons who are in some way peers and with reference to relationships...”
(Exegetical Dictionary, NT:240)

“allelon... one another; reciprocally, mutually...” (Thayer’s, Greek Lexicon, NT: 240)
26 “Be angry, and do not sin”:

There are four different words for anger and wrath used in the next few verses. There are subtle
differences between them that will be explored here and in verse 30.

26 "Be angry (orgizo), and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath (parorgismaos)
30 Let all bitterness, wrath (thumos), anger (orge), clamor, and evil speaking be put away.

Three of these words are different forms of the term “orgé.” This is the term generally translated
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wrath and refers to the slowly building anger that leads to long term changes in a relationship.
“thumos”is used of an anger that bursts forth rapidly, but recedes just as quickly. All of these words
share an overlap. The derivatives of “orgé” start slowly but soon reach the level of “thumos.” But
where “thumos” will rise more rapidly and dissipate just as quickly, “orgé” continues to build and
then settles into a continued emotion of dislike often leading to malice, hatred or a desire for
vengeance.

The first word for anger in “be : % o
angry’ is a derivative of “orgé.” It Lifespan and Characteristics

takes in the first part or overlap of thumos (Anger) and orege rath
between thumos and orgé. But ' ( gB”Zd Rage 43 M )

it stops before sin can begin.
i i (loss of reason)
orgizo, from orgé (3709), wrath.

To make angry, provoke. In the Malice
NT, only in the mid. / pass. Hatred
orgizomai ... , to be or become

angry, provoked (Matt 18:34; vengeance

22:7; Luke 14:21; 15:28; Eph
4:26: Rev 11:18). Followed by the Shared

dat. (Matt 5:22); (Complete Word attributes
Study Dictionary: NT:3710

orgizomai be (become) angry ...
appears 8 times in the NT. In
Matt 18:34 and 22:7 (par. Luke
14:21) ... orgizomaiis a metaphor
for the wrath of God (orgé)
otherwise the word is used only orge Forgotten
for human anger. In two - Completely
passages orgizomai derives from
quotations of the OT Psalms
(Eph 4:26; Rev 11:18).
(Exegetical Dictionary NT:3710)
What is important in this passage is the idea that anger can be harbored and sin can be kept out
of that anger. This is important because it forces us to seriously consider this anger and where it
is leading. The Psalm that says nearly the same thing gives us an answer. Anger must not be acted
upon. It must be considered and then set aside. Before it turns to sin.

Be angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Ps 4:4

Anger is an emotion all know by experience but find difficult to put into words. It is a burning
emotion created by perceived or actual unfairness. When it is actual unfairness and kept with the
bounds of righteousness it can be righteous indignation. But it is hard to keep it there.

anger
thiumos

wrath

Moses used it well when he saw to golden calf, but fell into sin when his anger at the rebellion of
Israel led him to say and do things that he should not have done and kept him out of the promised
land.

So it was, as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses'anger became hot,
and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then he took the calf which
they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he scattered it on the water and made the
children of Israel drink it. Ex 32:19-20

And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you
rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?" 11 Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with
his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank. 12 Then the Lord spoke
to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore
you shall not bring this assembly into the land which | have given them." Num. 20:10-12

It has been well stated that there is no emotion that God created man with that is not a good and
wholesome emotion if used in the realm in which God created it to be used. The problem occurs
when men use these great gifts from God in ways He never intended them to be used. Angeris one
of the most misused of all the emotions given to man by God.
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It becomes a vicious taskmaster to those who do not learn to properly control it early in their lives.
Anger, in and of itself, is a good and wholesome emotion. God will have great use of it in
manifesting his indignation toward those who sinned against him on the judgment day. Man also
has need of this emotion. When injustice is withessed, when God’s authority and glory are flaunted,
a new man ought to be indignant and angry.

Two great limitations are set on the anger of man. First, it must never push one into sin. No matter
what the provocation whether in intensity or length, it never gives the new man the right to sin. The
definition of sin expresses clearly why even anger is no reason to do it.

“harmartano... to miss the mark, ... with gen. of the thing missed ... then to err, be mistaken; lastly to miss or
wander from the path of uprightness and honor, to do or go wrong... to miss one’s aim in the literal sense.
...Inthe N.T. to wander from the law of God, violate God’s law, sin ... b. ... to commit (lit. sin) a sin ...” (Thayer, p.
30; 264)

amartano ... To miss, miss the mark, c. gen., ... hekon hemartane photos he missed the man on purpose, ... Il.;
amartano hodou to miss the road, ... 2. generally, to fail of doing, fail of one’s purpose, to miss one’s point,
fail, go wrong, .... failed in hitting upon the thought, ... to mistake it, ... 3. to fail of having, i.e. to be deprived of,
lose, c. gen., amartesesthai opopes that | should lose my sight, ... 1. to fail, do wrong, err, sin, ... to errin judgment,
... lerred in this, ... to do wrong in a matter...” (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:264)

Anytime anger has pushed one off the path of uprightness and honor into a violation of the law of
God, the anger was given too high a position in the mind. Anger is no excuse for harsh and cutting
words which ought not to be said. Anger is no excuse to strike with the hand or weapon.

Often the question is posed as to the quality of anger or provocation that this verse justifies. Some
would have the verse justify all anger, but a close study of the scriptures proves this to be folly.

The type of anger the Spirit speaks of is the anger of Jesus when He cleansed the temple. The
anger of Paul at the High priest before he knew his position. He did not allow it to continue once
he knew he was in violation of God’s law. There are some reasons that justify anger, there are
never any reasons to justify sin.

do not let the sun go down on your wrath,

This is the second limitation that must be placed on anger. It must not pass into sin and it must not
pass from one day into the next. Is this literal, or like a parable. As one sees the sun set, all anger
must be set aside. The sense is to remove anger as quickly as possible from the heart. It does not
give the Christian who sins five minutes after sunset until the next day at sunset to control and
remove it. The purpose of this statement is simply to remove the anger quickly and completely.
Those who hold their anger within them for too long will see it soon become sin. There is no reason
for anger to pass from one day into the next. Give it to God and forget it. Vengeance belongs to
Him, and He will repay.

The term wrath here is from the same root at anger, but with “para” placed before it. This
strengthens it as it is now anger beside anger. It is anger that is being strengthened, not by the
actual events, but by the thoughts that are being added to it. It is growing, not by continued
provocation, but by the things added to its side. Perhaps we are remembering other things in the
past that add to its strength. We consider all the implications (that generally are not true), but
strengthen it. All this must be shut down, limited, and removed.

parorgismés, masc. noun from parorgizé (3949), to make angry, provoke to violent or bitter anger. The
irritation, exasperation or anger to which one is provoked. Found only in Eph 4:26. Although both
parorgismés and orgé are translated "wrath," they are not the same in meaning. On the one hand, parorgismés
signifies the kind of severe or violent anger which arises from direct provocation, an aroused anger or
seething exasperation. Such behavior is contrary to the Spirit and Word of God. On the other hand, orgé
(3709) refers to anger in general and though it is used of sinful anger it is also used of righteous indignation (Mark
3:5; Eph 4:26). (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3950)

27 nor give place to the devil.

Giving place is made up of the term giving which emphasizes the “deliberate transfer of something
fo someone so that it becomes available to the recipient.” Anger will bring such a terrible event
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where we actually give Satan a place in our heart.

“didomi... give ... 1. With approximately 416 occurrences, didomi is the ninth most frequent vb. in the NT. ...
is the most common expression for the procedure whereby a subject deliberately transfers something to
someone or something so that it becomes available to the recipient. ... 4. God is mentioned directly as the
giver in 104 passages, ... 5. In 68 instances Jesus Christ is the giver: (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:1325)

“didomi... to give... A. absolutely and generally... B. In construction... | to give something to some one, - in various
senses; 1. of one’s own accord to give one something, to his advantage; to bestow; give as a gift... 2. to grant, give
to one asking, let have... 3. to supply, furnish, necessary things... 4. to give over, deliver, ... 5. to give what is due
or obligatory, to pay: wages or reward... 6. DIDOMI is joined with nouns denoting an act or an effect... “ (Thayer,
p. 145-147; 1325)

This is not literal, but it gives Satan an opportunity that should never be given.

topos, ... place, position, location ... occurs 95 times in the NT, ... refers to place or locale in a variety of ways....
As already in general Greek usage, topos in the NT occasionally refers to the opportunity or adequate room
for something, e.g., Paul's lack of opportunity for further mission activity in the east (Rom 15:23); his legally
entitied opportunity for self-defense (Acts 25:16); Esau's lost opportunity for repentance (Heb 12:17); and
the place for divine wrath (Rom 12:19), for the devil (Eph 4:27), and for a second covenant (Heb 8:7)....” Exegetical
Dictionary NT:5117)

Do not allow Satan an opportunity to do something terrible.

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man
does not produce the righteousness of God. Jas. 1:19-20

Cain was the first of many who allowed anger to lead them to give Satan a place in their heart from
which he could take the opportunity to do terrible things. A single angry word can destroy a lifetime
of work. Allowing anger in our hearts even a moment longer than necessary can lead to terrible
consequences.

28 Let him who stole steal no longer,

Stealing is made up of both the emotions of covetousness and the skill and cunning to take what
belongs to another. It means not just steal, but also cheat, deceive and beguile.

klepté ... to steal, filch, purloin, Homer, etc.; 2. thievish, ... Il.  to cozen, cheat, deceive, beguile, (Liddell and
Scott, Abridged Greek Lexicon)

kleptd, kleptés ... a. "To steal," "secretly and craftily to embezzle and appropriate,” Hom. Il., 5, 268; 24, 24.
No blame is attached in these passages; indeed, the cunning and skill displayed are recognised, ... Later it is
condemned as no less wrong than robbery, murder and other serious offences. ... klep6 denotes the secret and
cunning act as compared with arpazé which is characterised by violence In the LXX kleptein is one of the chief
sins with murder, adultery and false witness, Jer 7:9. The commandment is unconditional (Ex 20:14 Deut
5:19;)... All the commandments are summed up and fulfilled in love. ... kleptein is condemned as a selfish and
loveless breaking of fellowship. It is to be replaced by work and service in the new disposition of love.
(Kittel, TDWNT: 2813)

While not everyone is guilty of this sin, those who are guilty must no longer engage in it. It must be
stopped. It destroys reputations and has no place in the heart of the new man.

“meketi... (fr. me and eti), adv., employed in the same constructions as me; no longer; no more; not hereafter
... (Thayer, p. 412; 3371)

meéketi adv. from mé (3361), not, and éti (2089), anymore, yet, with the k (kappa) being inserted for the sake
of sound. No more, no further, no longer, in the general sense of mé and constructed in the same manner.
(Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3371)

One who took things which did not belong to him before he became a Christian is now commanded
to leave that type of behavior behind. Stealing is another one of those things that takes on many
forms. What would you do if the waitress gave you incorrect change and you knew she had given
too much. Does the mistake of another give one the right to steal from the business by taking that
which does not belong to you. The things at work belong to your employer the temptation to take
something home that does not belong to us must be resisted and removed. Any form of cheating
that takes something from another and puts it into our hands is also a form of stealing.

Consider one closer to home. What if you are selling a car or buying one and someone asks you
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to change the amount of the purchase price in order to pay less taxes. That is stealing from the
government and if you don’t think so look at the penalties they levy if they catch you doing it.
Cheating on your income tax would also be stealing. Christians are not to involve themselves in
such activities.

but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something
to give him who has need.

“Rather” is a word of comparison. Instead of stealing to a far greater degree it should be replaced
with something far superior. Stopping stealing is not enough because it will not remove the roots
of it which are selfishness and covetousness. So instead of just stopping, it should be replaced with
something far better and far greater.

“mallon... more, to a greater degree; rather; 1. When added to verbs and adjectives it denotes increase, a
greater quantity, a larger measure, a higher degree, more, more fully... b. In comparison it often so stands that
‘than before’ must be mentally added,[A.V. the more, so much the more], ... 2. it marks the preference of one
thing above another, and is to be rendered rather, sooner... “ (Thayer, p. 387-388; 3123).

“mallon ... is the comparative of the adv. mala (which does not appear in the NT), and it occurs 81 times in the
NT. The meaning is determined by its semantic location. ... 2. a) In direct comparison ... more than: Matt 18:13;
Acts 4:19; 5:29 (“one must obey God rather than man”) ... Absolute (in indirect comparison): even more (than
before, than others): Mark 10:48 par. Luke 18:39; Luke 5:15; John 5:18; 19:8; Acts 5:14; 9:22; 2 Cor 7:7; Phil 1:12;
2:12; 3:4; Heb 10:25; 2 Peter 1:10; Phil 1:9 ...” (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT:3123).

Far greater is first labor and then a change of motivation for that labor. People steal because of
selfishness and some labor to the point of weariness for selfishness.

kopos, kopiao ... In secular Greek kopos means a. beating, weariness as though one had been beaten, and
b. the exertion or trouble which causes this state, In prose it is the proper word for physical tiredness
induced by work; exertion or heat. Expressing severe labour, ... Along the same lines kopiad means a. to tire,
... (in battle), and b. to make great exertions, to wear oneself out, whether through physical or mental effort,
... (Kittel, TDWNT NT:2872).

kopiad ... from képos (2873), labor, fatigue. To be worn out, weary, faint, used intrans. (Matt 11:28;) To weary
oneself with labor, to toil, used in an absolute sense (Luke 5:5; Acts 20:35;) of the lilies (Matt 6:28; ); of a
teacher who labors in the gospel (John 4:38; 1 Cor 15:10; 16:16)... (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:2872

Yet even the motivation for the work is considered. The new man learns that the purpose of labor
is not just to get ahead, but to help others get ahead. The best cure for the selfishness that leads
to covetousness and stealing is the desire to give for the purpose of sharing.

‘metadidomi, to give a share of, impart (meta, with), as distinct from giving.” (Vine’s, Expository Dictionary NT:
3330)

metadidé ... to share with someone else what one has - ‘to share, to give.’ ‘a person who has two shirts
must share with another who doesn’t have any’ Luke 3:11.” (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon NT:3330)

The early church perfectly revealed exactly what is being sought here.

Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods,
and divided them among all, as anyone had need. Acts 2:44-45

Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them,
and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles'feet; and they distributed
to each as anyone had need. Acts 4:34-35

The needs of others became more important than their possessions. Whether they already had them to be
sold or wanted to purchase them but did not because they gave them to others.

“chreia... necessity, need: such things as suited the exigency, such things as we needed for sustenance and the
journey,... to supply what is absolutely necessary for life... there is need, followed by an accusative with
infinitive... there is need of something... to have need of (been in want of) something... to have need... the
condition of one deprived of those things which he is scarcely able to do without, want, need... one’s
necessities...” (Thayer, p. 670; 5532)

29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth,
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What Paul actually wrote here is “Let every corrupt word not proceed out of your mouth.” He makes
it very clear that God does not wish for his holy people to employ any words that are corrupt. The
term “Corrupt” is defined:

saprés, adj. from sépod (4595), to rot. Bad, rotten, putrid. () Particularly of vegetable or animal substances
as a tree and its fruit, fish (Matt 7:17,18; 12:33; 13:48; Luke 6:43). (ll) Figuratively in a moral sense, corrupt,
foul, referring to the spoken word (Eph 4:29). (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:4550)

saprosrotten, decayed; unuseable, bad occurs 8 times in the NT, outside the Synoptic Gospels only in Eph
4:29. It is not found in the LXX. The literal meaning is found in metaphors and parables of Jesus, e.g.,
referring to "rotten/worthless fish," which are thrown back into the water Matthew also refers to
"bad/worthless trees,” which bear only "evil fruit" (cf. Ezek 17:9): The term is used in a clearly fig. sense in
Eph 4:29: , "let no evil talk / rotten word come out of your mouths" (Exegetical Dictionary NT:4550)

sapros 1. In basic meaning both words relate to the process of "decay." ... active "to cause to decay" (from
Aesch.), more commonly passive "to decay," "to rot" Though what is lit. sapron offends only sight or smell (®
n. 2) the word can be used less strictly even when, e.g., it is hearing which is affected, ... ("unpleasant sounds
of flutes"); ..." Similarly, as a parallel to the use of sapros to denote the offensive and menacing character of the
ravages of disease in the human body (Kittel, TDWNT NT: 4550)

This adjective describes something that is either of poor quality, unfit for use and worthless on the
one hand or rotten and putrid on the other. When describing the words that the new man uses they
must not be rotten or putrid or create a more stench in the mind.

Every society has terms that are corrupt and vile. In our language we call these terms “four letter
words.” Never should they pass over the tongue. There are other terms though that are not as
rotten and putrid, but are still of a poor quality and hence unfit for use. These are the crude and
uncouth terms which are not used by those with gentle sensibilities and concern for the ears of
others.

Words are greatest tools a man has to convey his thoughts to the mind of another. Words pour
forth out of the mouth at a rapid rate when explanations are needed, or when the emotions are
stirred. These words often provide a mirror into the heart within. From a pure heart putrid and unfit
words cannot come. The thoughts and emotions necessary to form them are absent. Our tongue
is the greatest member in our body for influencing others. Itis to be carefully monitored and nothing
corrupt or putrid allowed to leave it.

How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35A
good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil
treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But | say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account
of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.” Mt. 12:34-37

A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good, and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. Lk. 6:45

There are other dangers than the use of terms that are unfit and putrid. James speaks of one of
these:

But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our God and
Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth
proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring send forth
fresh water and bitter from the same opening? (James 3:8-11).

Cursing others may employ not a single bad word, yet it is corrupt speech. There are other types
of corrupt speech also. Blasphemy is a corruption of how one ought to speak of God. Reviling and
railing upon our fellow man is a corruption of the proper use of speech in the realm of our dealings
with our fellow man. Murmuring criticizing and complaining is a corruption of our speech which
should only be used as is stressed below for the purpose of edifying.
Several of the proverbs address the proper and improper use of the tongue as it is discussed here.
The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut out. Pr. 10:31
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. Pr. 18:21

Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles. Pr. 21:23
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A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. Pr. 25:11

Fish taste good when first caught, but once they become corrupt they are no longer good to eat.
The corruption of words is continually going on in a language. Words that were corrupt are forgotten
and no longer used, new words take their place. No syllable or set of syllables is corrupt in and of
itself. It becomes corrupt when the society in which the people live begin to accept a certain
meaning to this set of syllables. | do not know what the filthy words are in Russian, Chinese, French
or Italian. We might even have words that sound like them, but in our society are meaningless. In
order for it to be corrupt it must convey a certain meaning to people.

ekporeuomai go out, come out There are 33 occurrences of this vb. in the NT, in the literal sense: come out (from
a place): ... Used metaphorically and figuratively: frequently in the construction "proceed from the mouth” (Matt
15:11,18; Luke 4:22; Eph 4:29; Rev 1:16; 9:17,18 [pl.]; 11:5; 19:15,21 v.l.); (Exegetical Dictionary NT:1607)

ekporeuomai to move out of an enclosed or well defined two or three-dimensional area - 'to go out of, to
depart out of, to leave from within.' ... also implies some type of movement out from a defined or enclosed area.
'that which comes from a man's mouth causes him to be defiled' Matt 15:11; (Lou & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon
NT:1607)

It all begins in the heart. If the heart is good, all that comes out of the heart will also be good. But
if the heart is bad, bad will come out. As Jesus said “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks. Some will be judged an condemned and others justified by their words.

but what is good for necessary edification,

As the Christian thinks about and carefully chooses his words the instructions of this verse ought
to carefully guide him. The words of the writer of Ecclesiastes fit in well here.

Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in
heaven, and you on earth; therefore let your words be few. Ecc. 5:2

Though we limit our words carefully and they be few in number, God is still concerned about their
quality. Words and thoughts must be carefully sifted before they are allowed to proceed from our
mouths. They must be good for necessary edifying. When the definitions of these terms are
carefully weighed, they can be successfully carried out. Things are good if they excel and are
pleasand agreeable, joyful excellent and distinguished.

“agathos... excelling in any respect, distinguished, good. It can be predicated of persons, things, conditions,
qualities and affections of the soul, deeds, times and seasons.... 1. of good constitution or nature... 2. useful,
salutary... 3. of the feeling awakened by what is good, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, happy... 4. excellent,
distinguished... 5. upright, honorable... upright, free from guile, particularly from a desire to corrupt the people...
pre-eminently of God, as consummately and essentially good... The neuter used substantively denotes 1. a good
thing, convenience, advantage, ... 2. what is upright, honorable, and acceptable to God... “ (Thayer's Greek
Lexicon, NT:18)

The words must bring about that which is good, useful, pleasant and agreeable. They must be
excellent and distinguished. In other words they must be carefully thought out and spoken in such
a way that these things will be brought about. Jesus is very clear that our words will have a great
bearing on the outcome of the judgement day.

Necessary is the same word as that translated “need” above.

“chreia... necessity, need: such things as suited the exigency, such things as we needed for sustenance and the
journey,... to supply what is absolutely necessary for life... there is need, followed by an accusative with
infinitive... there is need of something... to have need of (been in want of) something... to have need... the
condition of one deprived of those things which he is scarcely able to do without, want, need... one’s
necessities...” (Thayer, p. 670; 5532)

Give is also the same idea as the word above.

“didomi... give ... 1. With approximately 416 occurrences, didomi is the ninth most frequent vb. in the NT. ...
is the most common expression for the procedure whereby a subject deliberately transfers something to
someone or something so that it becomes available to the recipient. ... 4. God is mentioned directly as the
giver in 104 passages, ... 5. In 68 instances Jesus Christ is the giver: (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:1325)

Once again, as we see the need in others, our words are diligeratly transferred from out heart to
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theirs. The goal it to build up and strengthen. That is the true purpose of all words and
communication.

“oikodome... 1. (the act of)building, building up,... metaph., edifying, edification, i.e. the act of one who promotes
another’s growth in Christian wisdom, piety, holiness, happiness... 2. i.q. oikodomema, a building (i.e. a thing built,
edifice... of a body of Christians, a Christian church,...” (Thayer, p. 440; 3619)

Before we say anything it must first pass this test. Will this build people up, will this be good for
others to hear. Will this make the world a better place.

that it may impart grace to the hearers.

Again, the term give is a direct transfer of the grace in our own hearts into theirs. Tjhis is the true
purpose of words. Thus it may be a rebuke, reproof, or only teaching and exhortation, but the
purpose is to bring gract to them.

“didomi... give ... 1. With approximately 416 occurrences, didomi is the ninth most frequent vb. in the NT. ...
is the most common expression for the procedure whereby a subject deliberately transfers something to
someone or something so that it becomes available to the recipient. ... 4. God is mentioned directly as the
giver in 104 passages, ... 5. In 68 instances Jesus Christ is the giver: (Exegetical Dictionary, NT:1325)

charis ... connected with charin is first of all that property in a thing which causes it to give joy to the
hearers or beholders of it,... and then, seeing that to a Greek there was nothing so joy-inspiring as grace or
beauty, it implied the presence of this, ... charis after a while came to signify not necessarily the grace or
beauty of a thing, as a quality appertaining to it; but the gracious or beautiful thing, act, thought, speech,
or person it might be, itself —the grace embodying and uttering itself, where there was room or call for this, in
gracious outcomings toward such as might be its objects; not any longer ‘favour’ in the sense of beauty, but
‘the favour’; (Trench’s Synonyms of the NT:5485)

“charis... grace; Latin gratia: |. outward grace or favour (as we say well or ill favoured), grace, loveliness, Hom.,
etc.; Il. grace or favour felt, whether on the part of the Doer or the Receiver: 1. on the part of the Doer, grace,
graciousness, kindness, goodwill, ... for or towards one, ... 2. on the part of the Receiver, the sense of favour
received, thankfulness, thanks, gratitude, ... for a thing, ... to acknowledge a sense of favour, feel grateful,
... to feel gratitude to one for a thing, ... (Liddell and Scott Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT: 5485)
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Eph 4:30-

17 no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, ... understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, ...
22 put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man ... 25 putting away lying, "Let each one of you
speak truth... 26 "Be angry, and do not sin": ... 28 him who stole steal no longer, rather labor, ... that he may have
something to give him who has need. ... 29 no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for edification,

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,

The complexities of this passage are tied up with the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian.
Jesus first revealed this to Nicodemus. No one enters the kingdom of God unless they are born
again of water and the Spirit. (Jn. 3:3-5). Jesus did not leave us orphans. The Holy Spirit is our
other comforter who will be with us forever.

And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever — 17
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; | will come to you. Jn. 14:16-18

He is directly involved in the new birth and when we follow His inspired instructions he will fulfill all
that Jesus has revealed. The work of the Holy Spirit is clearly set forth in Romans 7-8. Although
we were all alive apart from the Law, when the commandment came, sin came alive and we died.
Then began the downward spiral that led each of us to Paul’s anguished cries.

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform
what is good | do not find. 19 For the good that I will to do, | do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that |
practice. ... 20 | find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight
in the law of God according to the inward man. 23 But | see another law in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O
wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 | thank God — through Jesus Christ
our Lord! Rom. 7:21-25

It is here that the work of the the Holy Spirit is described. It will be His work as our other Helper to
lead and guide us out of this terrible wretched condition.

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded
is life and peace. Rom 8:5-6

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors — not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live
according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit
of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." 16 The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, Rom. 8:12-17

All of this was summed up earlier in the book. After hearing the word of the truth and being born
again in baptism, we sealed by the Holy Spirit, how has been given as the guarantee and down
payment of our inheritance and our redemption.

after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed

with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His glory. Eph. 1:13-14

Here, as in Romans, the close and special relationship between the Holy Spirit and each Christian
is brought out. The Holy Spirit, like God and Jesus loves us and wants us to be saved. He
intercedes for us and seeks our welfare.

Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought,
but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who
searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints
according to the will of God. Rom. 8:26-27

In the midst of this section where each disciple is transitioning from the old man to the new and
from the deceitful lusts described by Paul in Romans to the new man who is fully led by the Holy
Spirit is this command. Do not grieve (imperative) the Holy Spirit.

We are the weak link in this fellowship. The Holy Spirit can and will do everything in His power to
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bring us safely to the day of redemption. But as the inspired Stephen rebuked the Jews for their
hard hearts, he spoke of the resistance they were putting up against all His efforts to save them.

"You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did,
so do you. Acts 7:51-52

He stands ever ready to help. If we grieve Him, it is because we are not allowing Him to lead

lupé (NT:3076) ... hurt, pain, sadness ... luped (NT:3076) cause pain, give offense to; pass.: feel pain, be sad
... 1. The noun appears 16 times in the NT, ... the total of 26 occurrences of the verb lupé and luped are used of
bodily as well as emotional pain, grief, sorrow, and trouble. The verb also can bear the meaning of irritate,
anger....” (Exegetical Dictionary NT:3076)

luped from lupé (3077), sorrow. Trans. to grieve, afflict with sorrow; mid. or pass., to be grieved, sad, sorrowful
(Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:3076)

Something very similar was spoken of the elders who are also charged with helping us.

Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give
account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. Heb. 13:17

The grief felt by the Spirit would be the same grief God felt in the days of Noah or mother and fatehr
over a rebellious son.

Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was
grieved in His heart. Gen. 6:5-6

A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her who bore him. Pr. 17:25

When children with so much potential for good turn to what is evil, a sad and terrible thing occurs.
God who is extolled many times to have the feelings of a father is not above the feelings of grieve
when children he expected so much from let him down and turn against him.

“‘How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can | hand you over, Israel? How can | make you like Admah? How can
| set you like Zeboiim? My heart churns within Me; my sympathy is stirred. Hos. 118

The best commentary on this passage is pone When someone loves another as much as God
loves his people, can there be any doubt that there would be sorrow and grief when they let him
down?

For He said, "Surely they are My people, Children who will not lie." So He became their Savior. 9 In all their
affliction He was afflicted, And the Angel of His Presence saved them; In His love and in His pity He redeemed
them; And He bore them and carried them All the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit;
So He turned Himself against them as an enemy, And He fought against them. Isa 63:8-10

| believe Paul’s point here is simply to strengthen all that he has previously said by explaining the
far reaching extent of the consequences a Christian sets into motion when they choose to violate
God’s law and sin.

by whom you were sealed

Paul has already used this term as one of the great spiritual blessings which all the faithful are
given in Christ.

after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also, having believed, you were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His glory. Eph. 1:13-14

The seal had several important purposes, both in documents and in disciples and so does the Holy
Spirit.

1.  He manifests possession and ownership. When something is stamped it is authenticated.
2. He guarantees, authenticates and confirms the truth or validity of something.

God has sealed his people and knows who they belong to.

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and,
“Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” (2 Tim. 2:19).
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God has given the Holy Spirit as a seal of guarantee to his people that they will be redeemed.
who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 2Cor 1:22

bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs-- heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ, Rom. 8:14-17

for the day of redemption.
Like Mt 26:26 and Acts 2:38 The preposition “for” denotes purpose end and goal.

For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Mt. 26:28

Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38-39

The sealing therefore brings the goal, end and purpose of bring us safely to the day of
‘redemption.” All passages that speak of redemption speak of a promise that will not be fulfilled
until the day when it is brought to completion. Jesus died and paid the price of the ransom. He gave
the gospel so that all who obey it will be redeemed. But if we grieve the Holy Spirit, that redemption
will not reach fulfillment. The ransom was paid, but it was based on conditions that must be met.

“apo-lutrosis,... (from apolutroo signifying a. to redeem one by paying the price, ... b. to let one go free on
receiving the price...), a releasing effected by payment of ransom; redemption, deliverance, liberation
procured by the payment of a ransom;... 2. everywhere in the N. T. metaph., viz. deliverance effected through
the death of Christ from the retributive wrath of a holy God and the merited penalty of sin Rom 3:24... deliverance
from the penalty of transgressions, effected through their expiation Heb 9:15....” (Thayer, p. 65; 629)

“apo-lutrosis,... The verb apolutroo derived from /utroo and then from lutron, “to set free for a ransom,” does not
occur in the NT, but the related noun apolutrosis is used quite often, ... It means “setting free for a ransom.”
and is used of prisoners of war, slaves, and criminals condemned to death (Kittel, TDWNT NT:629)

apolutrésis, fem. noun from apolutréd (n.f.), to let go free for a ransom, which is from apé (575), from, and
lutréo (3084), to redeem. Redemption. The recalling of captives (sinners) from captivity (sin) through the
payment of a ransom for them, i.e., Christ's death. Sin is presented as slavery and sinners as slaves (John
8:34; Rom 6:17,20; 2 Peter 2:19). Deliverance from sin is freedom (John 8:33,36; Rom 8:21; Gal 5:1). ... (I)
Deliverance on account of the ransom paid as spoken of the deliverance from the power and consequences of
sin which Christ procured by laying down His life as a ransom ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:629)

The true day of redemption is the last day. After we have lived our lifetime of service and proven
ourselves to be faithful. This is the whole point of this section. To stress to the Ephesians the need
to keep themselves faithful to the Lord by hearkening to the Spirit.

Hence if we do all that Paul is here asking for us to do two things will follow. First we will not grieve
the wonderful and gracious Spirit of God, second the authentication with which the Holy Spirit has
sealed us, will bring about our salvation on the day of redemption. Our own hearing of “well done
good and faithful servant enter the joys of thy Lord” will be secured.

Although the redemption and release was given in promise on the day of conversion, itis not in fact
received until the final day of judgement. Paul spoke of it as a future event here and in Romans.

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because
the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only
that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly
waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen
is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? Rom. 8:20-24

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking be put away from
you.

It is very unusal to put an and between each term as it is done here. Generally an “and” is left to
the end of the list of words. There must be a reason for this and the most plausible is that they are
all connected. They all stem from the same basic lust group and lead one into another and
fellowhsip one another.
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“Bitterness” is a broad

term that narrows . )
down here to a very Lifespan and Charactenstics
specific attitude and of thumos (Angel‘) and orge (VVrath)

emotion. It first meant
anything that is sharp
and pointed and
caused pain. Then it

Blind Rage
(loss of reason)

move to being sharp Malice
and penetrating to the Hatred
senses. Notjust touch, Vengeance

but hearing (shrill)
taste (bitter and Tharen
sharp), and smell
(purtid). and hearing.
In the emotional realm
what is “unpleasant,
unexpected, or
undesired.

attributes

pikros, pikria, pikraind
1. pikros , originally

Forgotten

"pointed,"” "sharp," orge anger
?th’q “°f 4 a11r1r8<;ws wrath thumos Completely

then more generally

of what is "sharp”
or "penetrating” to the senses, a pervasive smell (Hom. Od., 4, 406), "shrill" of a noise (Soph. Phil., 189),
"painful” to the feelings (Hom. Il., 11, 271), esp. "bitter,” "sharp" to the taste (Hdt., IV, 52; VII, 35), ... The final
sense, so also in derivates like pikria, "bitterness," the bitter taste of plants (Theophr. Hist. Plant., VI. 10, 7), exerts
the greatest influence; it is behind the transferred use in the sphere of the soul, where the experience of what is
unpleasant, unexpected, or undesired is predominant. ... In the NT pikros is used literally at James 3:11: ... of
spring water which is bitter or brackish to the taste, ... The adverb pikros is used for Peter's weeping in Matt
26:75 par. Luke 22:62 (® Ill, 722 , 12 f.). What is meant is that the weeping was violent and uncontrolled,
expressing utter despair at the denial. The transferred use of the adjective, which is so common elsewhere and which
normally has a pessimistic or complaining note ... found in the NT only at James 3:14, where zélos is called pikros In
Heb 12:15, a warning against the harm which even the sin of an individual can do to the whole community, ... pikria
stands at the head of a short list of vices. It is followed immediately by thumos and orgé... "bitterness," "resentment,”
"an incensed and angry attitude of mind" to one's neighbour. Not to let oneself be mastered by such pikria is
the point of the admonition to husbands in Col 3:19: "do not become angry, incensed against your wives" either in
thought or more particularly in word and deed. ...” (Kittel, TDWNT; NT: 4088)

pikros , NT:4089), from a root pik—, meaning "to cut, to prick," hence, lit., "pointed, sharp, keen, pungent
to the sense of taste, smell, etc.," is found in James 3:11,14. In v. 11 it has its natural sense, with reference to
water; in v. 14 it is used metaphorically of jealousy, RV. Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:4088

Here in the context it is the sharp and unpleasant attitude/emotion developed by the conduct of
another who creates that same sharp pain and bitter taste or smell in the emotional realm.
Someone who had created a response of disgust, frustration and pain at their approach or memory.

A bad attitude; harsh, a spirit which refuses to be reconciled. Hence bitter hatred, feelings of
bitterness toward another. A frame of mind which wilfully retains angry feelings ready to take
offence and liable to break out in anger at any moment.

And wrath and anger

Wrath and anger are definitely formed from the same emotions. They both follow the same
trajectory for a short while and then diverge.

The difference between anger and wrath centers on duration and intensity. Anger (thumos) is
generally short lived in duration, but far more intense. It has been compared to a fire that is made
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up of wood filled with sap and small in size that blazes up quickly into a roaring fire and as quickly
burns out and is gone. Wrath (orge) is an emotion mimicing a fire of large logs that are of a
hardwood that begins slowly and never reaches the intensity of flame, yet the fire itself burns much
hotter and much longer in duration.

This is captured in the definition and grouping of words that Vine does in one of his many defintions
on these words.

orge, originally any "natural impulse, or desire, or disposition," came to signify "anger," as the strongest
of all passions. It is used of the wrath of man, Eph 4:31; Col 3:8; 1 Tim 2:8; James 1:19-20; the displeasure
of human governments, Rom 13:4-5; the sufferings of the Jews at the hands of the Gentiles, Luke 21:23; the
terrors of the Law, Rom 4:15; "the anger"” of the Lord Jesus, Mark 3:5; God's "anger"” with Israel in the
wilderness, in a quotation from the OT, Heb 3:11; 4:3; God's present "anger" with the Jews nationally, Rom
9:22; 1 Th 2:16; His present "anger" with those who disobey the Lord Jesus in His gospel, John 3:36; God's
purposes in judgment, Mt 3:7; Lk 3:7; Rom 1:18; 2:5,8; 3:5; 5:9; 12:19; Eph 2:3; 5:6; Col 3:6; 1 Th 1:10; 5:9.

(1) thumos, "wrath" (not translated "anger"), is to be distinguished from orge, in this respect, that thumos
indicates a more agitated condition of the feelings, an outburst of wrath from inward indignation, while
orge suggests a more settled or abiding condition of mind, frequently with a view to taking revenge. orge
is less sudden in its rise than thumos, but more lasting in its nature. thumos expresses more the inward
feeling, orge the more active emotion. thumos may issue in revenge, though it does not necessarily
include it. It is characteristic that it quickly blazes up and quickly subsides, though that is not necessarily
implied in each case.

(2) parorgismos, a strengthened form of orge, and used in Eph 4:26, RV margin, "provocation," points
especially to that which provokes the wrath, and suggests a less continued state than No. (1). "The first keenness
of the sense of provocation must not be cherished, though righteous resentment may remain" (Westcott).
The preceding verb, orgizo, in this verse implies a just occasion for the feeling. This is confirmed by the fact
that it is a quotation from Ps 4:4 (Sept.), where the Hebrew word signifies to quiver with strong emotion.

thumos is found eighteen times in the NT, ten of which are in the Apocalypse, in seven of which the
reference is to the wrath of God; so in Rom 2:8, RV, "wrath (thumos) and indignation” (orge); the order in
the KJV is inaccurate. Everywhere else the word thumos is used in a bad sense. In Gal 5:20, it follows the word
"jealousies," which when smoldering in the heart break out in wrath. thumos and orge are coupled in two places
in the Apocalypse, 16:19, "the fierceness (thumos) of His wrath" (orge); and 19:15, "the fierceness of the wrath
of Almighty God." See WROTH (be).

(3) aganaktesis originally signified "physical pain or irritation" (probably from agan, "very much," and achomai,
"to grieve"), hence, "annoyance, vexation," and is used in 2 Cor 7:11, "indignation."

B. Verbs. 1. orgizo (orgozd) NT:3710), "to provoke, to arouse to anger," is used in the middle voice in the eight
places where it is found, and signifies "to be angry, wroth." Itis said of individuals, in Matt 5:22; 18:34; 22:7; Luke
14:21; 15:28, and Eph 4:26 (where a possible meaning is "be ye angry with yourselves"); of nations, Rev 11:18;
of Satan as the Dragon, 12:17 See WRATH.

2. parorgizo NT:3949) is "to arouse to wrath, provoke" (para, used intensively, and No. 1); Rom 10:19, "will |
anger"; Eph 6:4, "provoke to wrath." ... (Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright NT:3709)

He who cannot control his anger (thumos) will say and do many hurtful and foolish things but will
quickly repent of them. He who is full of wrath (orge) will not do as many foolish and hurtful things,
but he will get even in his own time and his own way. If we allow our state of mind regarding
someone to verge on hatred and enmity for more than a few moments then we are in danger of
becoming wrathful instead of simply angry.

Another distinction between these two terms brought out by Lenski is that wrath abides in the mind
while anger blazes forth into public.

clamor,

From the following definition it is evident that it will always be accompanied by either anger or
wrath. It is the inability to control the voice and speak in a calm and deliberate manner.

krazod, anakrazo, kraugé, kraugazo krazo is a word like "croak." It uses kr + vowel + guttural to suggest a rough
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or raucous sound. Itis based on the croaking of ravens. The meaning is a. "to croak or cry with a loud and raucous
voice" Itis used of an ass in Job 6:5 and of childbirth in Isa 26:17. It is a warcry in Josh 6:16 ... kraugé, "outcry":
kraugazo (from kraugé), "to cry ... 3. In Acts krazein, anakrazein is used as in the Synoptists for the tumultuous
outcries of the mob, Acts 19:28,32,34 ... 7:57 (on the stoning of Stephen). krauge (Kittel, TDWNT NT:2896)

kraugé, an onomatopoeic word, imitating the raven's cry, akin to krazo and kraugazo, "to cry," denotes "an outcry,"
"clamor," Acts 23:9, RV; Eph 4:31, where it signifies "the tumult of controversy." (Vine's Expository Dictionary
NT:2896)

This is how the Holy Spirit used this term when Paul was confronted by the anger and wrath of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees.

But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, "Men
and brethren, | am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead | am being
judged!" 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and the
assembly was divided. 8 For Sadducees say that there is no resurrection — and no angel or spirit; but the
Pharisees confess both. 9 Then there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees' party arose and
protested, saying, "We find no evil in this man; but if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him, let us not fight against
God." 10 Now when there arose a great dissension, the commander, fearing lest Paul might be pulled to
pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him by force from among them, and bring him into
the barracks. Acts 23:6-10

kraugé, (krazo) ... a crying, outcry, clamor: Matt 25:6; Luke 1:42 T WH Tr text; Acts 23:9; Eph 4:31,and R G
in Rev 14:18; of the wailing of those in distress, Heb 5:7; Rev 21:4. (Thayer's Greek Lexicon, NT:2906)

Thus when anger and/or wrath reach a level of frustration that it boils up and outside into to words
it will end in yelling, and an inability to have a calm rational discussion. Thus a violent outburst of
words.

and evil speaking

This word also accompanies bitterness and anger and wrath and yelling. Given the Greek word
itself, “blaspemy” fully explains its meaning when directed against God and man.

“blasphemeo... to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, calumniate ... those who by contemptuous speech
intentionally come short of the reverence due to God or to sacred things...” (Thayer, NT:987)

blasphemeo “to speak slanderously, impiously, profanely” (blapto, “to injure,” and pheme, “a saying”) ...” (
Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT 987)

In secular Gk. blasphemia is a. "abusive speech" (misuse of words) in contrast to euphemia ... translates
blasphemia as a "word of evil sound." b. The word means further the strongest form of "personal mockery
and calumniation.” (Kittel, TDWNT NT: 988)

blasphemia, [NT 988] ( disparagement; slander; reviling) blasphemeo [NT:987] slander, accuse wrongfully;
blaspheme blasphemos, [NT:989] abusive; slanderous .... The word group blasphemia appears 56 times in the
NT: 34 of these are verbs, 18 are nouns, and 4 are adjectives ... When persons are named or presupposed as
objects, blasphemeo can have the simple meaning disparage, slander, defame (1 Cor 4:13 v.1.; Titus 3:2;
cf. Philo Spec. Leg. iv.197), as in secular Greek blasphemia likewise means disparagement, reviling, slander,
vile gossip ... (Exegetical Dictionary of the NT:988)

Some of the verses that use this term give a clear picture of what must be avoided or repented.

things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 20 These are the
things which defile a man, Mt. 15:18-20

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth. Col. 3:8-9

he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come
envy, strife, reviling (blasphemia), evil suspicions, 5 useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute
of the truth,1Tim. 6:4-5

blasphemia means to speak evil of someone, to run them down, talk about their bad points to
others which no intention of helping them but rather just the opposite to hurt their reputation.

be put away from you,
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“Put away from”is a very broad terms with many different uses based on context.

aird... The word occurs ca. 100 times in the NT, of which only 7 are outside the Gospels and Acts. Like Lat. tollo
it has several meanings: 1. lift, 2. take, 3. take upon oneself, 4. carry, 5. remove. ... 5. in John 2:16; 11:39,41;
19:31,38; 20:1f., 13. In Mark 2:21 is transitive: tear off (BAGD s.v. 4). Evil is removed from the Church according
to Eph 4:31 (cf. 1 Cor 5:2; John 15:2). According to John's Gospel, Jesus, as the lamb (cf. 19:36; Ex 12:46), does
not take sin(s) upon himself, but rather takes them away (John 1:29; 1 John 3:5); see Billerbeck Il, 363-70;
Jeremias 186. (Exegetical Dictionary NT:142)

airo, "to take up, remove," is rendered "put away," of bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, railing and malice,
Eph 4:31; in 1 Cor 5:2 of the divine effects of church discipline. (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:142),

Although a different term, the Spirit continues the figure begun back in 4:22. These are the decetful
lusts and must be put away.

that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was
created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. Eph. 4:22-24

with all malice.

“With” is a preposition of accompaniment and fellowship. It infers a near and close connection
between two ideas or qualities.

“sun... a preposition... it takes the Dative after it and denotes accompaniment and fellowship whether or action
or of belief, or of condition and experience... with Il. In composition sun denotes 1. association, community,
fellowship, participation...As to its Form, sun in composition... before g, k, chinto sug...” (Thayer, P. 599; 4862)

“stin; a prep. governing only the dative (personal interest) . Together, with, together with, implying a nearer and
closer connection than the conjunction meta (3326), with, much as in English with differs from amid,
among. (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:4862).

Malice, is an all encompassing word that often accompanies the other terms. This is a term for the
desire to injure stemming from ill will and a vicious disposition.

‘kakia... 1. malignity, malice, ill-will, desire to injure... 2. wickedness, depravity... wickedness that is not
ashamed to break the laws,... evil, trouble ... kakia denotes rather the vicious disposition,” (Thayer, P 320;
2549)

‘kakia, “badness in quality” (the opposite of arete, “excellence”), “the vicious character generally”
(Lightfoot), is translated “malice” in 1 Cor 5:8; 14:20; Eph 4:31; Col 3:8; Titus 3:3; 1 Peter 2:1, KJV (RV,
“wickedness”; marg., “malice”); “maliciousness” in Rom 1:29; in 1 Peter 2:16, (Vine's Expository Dictionary,
NT:2549)

Attitude that causes you to intend to harm someone; to attempt to hurt them either by speaking evil
of them or by finding some other means to destroy them.

32 And be kind to one another,

“One another” is a word often used to express an equal part on both sides. Each of the qualities
in this verse to be shown mutually and equally to one to another

allélén... 1. The reciprocal pronoun allélon ... is formed by the doubling of the stem allo- (allos). It originally
means one to the other(s) ... thus it corresponds to Eng. each other ... 2. The understanding of allélon... in the
NT is unproblematic; the translation each other or mutually is sufficient for every instance. ... is used in
connection with groups of persons who are in some way peers and with reference to relationships...”
(Exegetical Dictionary, NT:240)

This term is what is “mild, pleasant” and what is “opposed to harsh, hard, sharp, bitter.” It is used
of the gracious character of God, of Jesus easy yoke and of the good morals that can be corrupted
by evil companions.

chrestos primarily signifies “fit for use, able to be used” (akin to chraomai, “to use”), hence, “good, virtuous,
mild, pleasant” (in contrast to what is hard, harsh, sharp, bitter). It is said (a) of the character of God as
“kind, gracious,” Luke 6:35; 1 Peter 2:3; “good,” Rom 2:4, where the neuter of the adjective is used as a noun,
“the goodness” (cf. the corresponding noun chrestotes, “goodness,” in the same verse); of the yoke of Christ, Matt
11:30, “easy” (a suitable rendering would be “kindly”); (Vine’s Expository Dictionary NT:5543)

chrestos... from Herodotus down, the Sept. ... 1. properly, fit for use, useful; virtuous, good, 1 Cor 15:33 ... 2.
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manageable, i. e. mild, pleasant (opposed to harsh, hard, sharp, bitter): of things, ... (Thayer's Greek
Lexicon, Nt: 5543)

For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." Mt. 11:30
you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Lk. 6:35

do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God
leads you to repentance? Rom. 2:4

Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits." 1Cor. 15:33
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 1Pet. 2:3

tenderhearted,

The root “splanchnon;” means compassion, tender affection. When “eu” is placed as a preface it
strengthnes this compassion and tender affection toward each other.

splanchnon; neut. noun. An intestine, bowel. In the NT only pl. ta splagchna, the bowels, viscera. ... Figuratively,
the inward parts indicating the breast or heart as the seat of emotions and passions. In the NT, of the
gentler emotions as compassion, tender affection indicating the mind, soul, ... Metonymically, inward

affection, compassion, pity, love ...” (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:4698)

“eusplangchnos... "compassionate, tenderhearted," lit., "of good heartedness" (eu, "well," and splanchnon),
is translated "pitiful" in 1 Peter 3:8, KJV, RV, "tenderhearted," as in Eph 4:32. (Vine's Expository Dictionary
NT:2155),

The Greeks felt their strong emotions in the pit of their stomach and consequently coined that part
of their anatomy as the place where emotions such as pity, mercy, compassion and empathy were
kept. Hence Paul and the Holy Spirit look upon those who are viewed as weak in the eyes of the
world as really being strong. There is no shame in feeling compassion, in being sensitive, and
disposed to pity and feel sorry for those in need. Thisis a good and wholesome attitude in the eyes
of the Lord.

forgiving one another,

“charizomai... to do something pleasant or agreeable (to one), to do a favor to, gratify. a. univ. to show one’s
self gracious, kind, benevolent... b. to grant forgiveness, to pardon... c. to give graciously, give freely,
bestow...” (Thayer, P. 665; 5483)

charizomai; , middle deponent from charis (5485), grace. To show someone a favor, be kind to. To give or
bestow a thing willingly, ... The most common meaning peculiar to the NT is to pardon, to graciously remit
a person's sin (Col 2:13) ... (Complete Word Study Dictionary: NT:5483)

charizomai; say or do something agreeable to a person, shew him favour or kindness, to oblige, gratify,
favour, humour, Lat. gratificari, c. dat. pers., Hom., Hdt., Att.:-absol. to make oneself agreeable, court favour,
comply, ... 2. in Att. to gratify or indulge a humour or passion, like Lat. indulgere, ... 3. to humour another in
argument, i.e. let him have the best of it, Plat. [l. c. acc. rei, to offer willingly, give cheerfully, give freely, Hom.,
Hdt., Att. 2. c. gen. partit. to give freely of a thing, 3. acc. pers. to give up as a favour, i.e. not after lawful trial,
N.T., Plut. 4.] to forgive, Lat. condonare, (Liddell and Scott, Abridged Greek Lexicon. NT:5483

This word for forgiveness is one which means to show one’s self gracious, kind and benevolent;
to grant forgiveness and pardon. This is where some of the statements Jesus made in the gospel
come into play. Itis in our own best interests to be as forgiving as we possibly can to others who
wrong us. The reason is given by Jesus in Mt 6:12; 14-15; 18:21- 35. Yet Paul and the Holy Spirit
qualify this forgiveness. ltis to be a forgiveness which is Kathos the word of proportion. Again as
so many times before in this epistle Paul uses a word of equality and proportion. What God does
on the one side of this verbal equation we must do on the other.

just as God in Christ forgave you.

In exactly the same way as... to the same degree that, as equivalent to. Jesus said as much when
He gave the sermon on the mount.

And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from
the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14 "For if you forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. Mt 6:12-16
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“kathos,...1. according as, just as, even as: in the first member of a comparison:...2. according as i.e. in
proportion as, in the degree that...3. since, seeing that, agreeably to the fact that.” (Thayer, p. 314; 2531).

“kathds; adv. from kata (2596), according to, and hés (5613), as. According as, equivalent to ...” (Complete
Word Study Dictionary: NT:2531)

How did God forgive us?

1. He forgave fully: Mic 7:19; In the depths of the sea; Ps 103:11-13; As far as the east from
the west. Isa 38:17 Behind his back

2. God forgives always: | John 1:9
3. God forgives conditionally Lk 13:3;

Is this how we are to forgive? Is this the proportion and equality to which our forgiveness must
measure up? As we saw in Mt 18:21-35 above the first two are assured. What of the last on are
we too to forgive conditionally? The answer is given in Mt 18 just before the information just
quoted. Jesus tells us that we must go and get repentance. If we cannot get it then we cannot
forgive.
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