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 Introduction 
1.  The Author: Simon Peter 
The history we have of the life of Peter is among the most extensive of any bible character in the  
New Testament, with the exception of Paul. As a matter of fact, their work Peter and are 
important to all Christians. Jesus gave the keys of the kingdom to Peter, giving to him the 
opportunity to open the door for the Jews in Jerusalem in Acts 2 and for the Gentiles in 
Caesarea in Acts 10-11. At the same time, Jesus gave to Paul to mission of preaching the 
gospel to the Gentiles to such a degree, that Paul notes in Galatians that Peter was the apostle 
to the circumcision, and Paul was the apostle to the uncircumcision).  

But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed 
to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter  8 (for He who worked effectively in 
Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the 
Gentiles), 9 and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should 
go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Gal. 2:7-10 

These men were set forth by God as being worthy to be added to the great cloud of witnesses 
described in Hebrews who will help us “run with patience the race set before us.  

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, Heb. 12:1-2 

They are great examples, because God has revealed to us the early lives of both of these men 
and their growth and development as Christians. While Paul came in much later and described 
himself as the chief of sinners, Peter’s life as an early disciple also reflected great weakness 
and instability. They both reveal the grace and mercy of God and His Son Jesus Christ.  
The benefits of Peter life is different in one respect. After Jesus’ initial assessment of Peter, in 
which he changed his name from Simon to Peter or Cephas, throughout the remainder of Jesus 
ministry right up until His trial before the Jewish Sanhedrin, Simon continued to fall far short of 
the name Peter that Jesus had given to him.  

One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is 
translated, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 42 Now when Jesus looked at him, He 
said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, 
Peter). Jn. 1:42 

This is important and comforting because many Christians do not measure up to the 
expectations we have of ourselves based on what the Lord made us by grace, but that we have 
to work for to become a reality.  
When Andrew brought Simon to Jesus and He said said, “You are Simon the son of John; you 
shall be called Cephas (which is translated Peter),” (Jn. 1:42), what did Jesus see in Peter’s 
character for him to give him the nickname of “rock solid” or “solid as a rock?” Judging from the 
remainder of his life, Jesus saw in Peter a strength of character and stability. Peter would 
become a solid and immovable disciple. Yet Peter’s battles and burdens as a disciple of Christ 
in his earlier days were far more difficult than anything Simon had previously confronted.  
While Peter first Jesus at the Jordan River, Jesus was now in Galilee near the Sea of Galilee 
and we are now introduced to Simon as a fishermen with his brother Andrew and his partners, 
James and John.  

 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net 
into the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will 
make you become fishers of men."  18 They immediately left their nets and followed Him.  19 
When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
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brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. 20 And immediately He called them, 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. Mk 
1:16-20 

In a clearly different account, whether earlier or later than this event, Jesus came a second time 
and in this case, the same Sea of Galilee is also called the Lake of Gennesaret. This time Jesus 
first has Peter row him out a little way from shore where He can teach all the people. After 
finishing,  he performs a powerful miracle and sign by causing Peter and his partners to catch 
such a large number of fish that the boats nearly sank.  

So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, 2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and 
were washing their nets. 3 Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked 
him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the 
boat.  4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a catch." 5 But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all 
night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net." 6 And when they 
had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 7 So they 
signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled 
both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" 9 For he and all who were 
with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; 10 and so also were James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do 
not be afraid. From now on you will catch men."  11 So when they had brought their boats to 
land, they forsook all and followed Him. Luke 5:1-12 

At the end of this event, Simon Peter, recognizing his own unworthiness, falls down at Jesus 
feet and confesses he is not up to being a disciple of such a great servant of God, but Jesus 
encourages him that he will indeed become a “fisher of men.”  
It is evident from this account that though Jesus had changed his name, Simon still recognized 
how unworthy he was in heart and life to merit that great word, Peter. The change from Simon to 
Peter would become a long and arduous journey of successes and failures. 
Sinking in the Sea 
There are many events in the life of Simon Peter that we will pass over at this time and just 
consider the arduous nature of this journey. The first account of his attempt to be the rock that 
ended in failure was after the feeding of the 5000. After sending the disciples ahead in the boat, 
Jesus remained behind to pray on the mountain. The fourth watch of the night would begin 
sometime around 3:00 and end at sunrise. It was during this time that Jesus walked up to the 
boat in the midst of the sea, striking fear into the hearts of all. Peter, seeing the Lord on the 
water wants to go out to him and walk on the water himself. Jesus bids him come, but in a 
moment of weakness, Peter began to sink  

Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the 
disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out 
for fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying,  "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be 
afraid." 28 And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You 
on the water." 29 So He said, "Come." And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he 
walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he 
was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!" Mt. 14:25-30 

Never had he faced such a challenge! His initial courage was admirable, but it was beyond his 
ability at that time in his growth. Jesus immediately saved him, but then gave him a stinging 
rebuke about his lack of faith.  

And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of 
ittle faith, why did you doubt?"  32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Then 
those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, "Truly You are the Son of God." Mt. 
14:31-33 
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Did Jesus (and Peter), wish he had never tried as he felt the bitter sting of failure? He did not 
shine as a stable rock here.  Yet, he still did more than all the others. He had enough faith to try. 
Often God would prefer that we push ourselves into the territory where failure may happen, but 
it is often the only way of growth for the Christian.  
The Good Confession 
Later, Peter boldly made the good confession. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus reaffirmed his name as Peter and promised to give him the keys to open the door to the 
kingdom and inspiration to bind and loose God’s will(Mt. 16:16-19). He must have felt great joy 
at this praise and affirmation.  
  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven.  18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, 
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  19 And I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Mt. 16:15-19 

Yet in the next moment, as Jesus revealed He would be the “Christ crucified,” Peter “took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You” 
How did Peter feel when Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 
you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men” (Mt. 16:22-23). A lesser more 
unstable man might have followed those disciples who “went back and walked with Him no 
more” (Jn. 6:66). But Peter didn’t. He did not shrink back or allow any setback to deter him. 
Once again he had revealed instability, but even in his instability he was stable. He would not 
move from Jesus side!  

From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 22 
Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  "Far be it from You, Lord; this 
shall not happen to You!" 23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are 
an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." Mt. 
16:21-23 

Yet even in that act of instability, he manifested his faith, love and devotion to Jesus. Would it 
have been better not to rebuke Jesus, his Lord? Of course it would, but though he was terribly 
mistaken in the manner in which he showed his concern, at least he had the courage and 
devotion to express himself. Though it was in the wrong way, at least he was able to learn that 
the motives behind it were good, but the manner and direction in which they were expressed 
were wrong to the point of evil.  
The Denial at the Trial 
Peter’s lowest point came during the trial of Jesus before the Jews. One stands in awe of the 
great compassion of Jesus when He warned them all: “All of you will be made to stumble 
because of Me this night.” Peter thought he could live up to his name, but had no idea what he 
was committing to: “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to 
stumble.” Jesus did not become angry or chide him. He simply stated the fact: “before the 
rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” Peter still felt that with his character and inner 
strength this could never happen. “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You”  (Mt. 
26:31-35). Lest we single Peter out here, all the other disciples said the same thing.  

Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is 
written: 'I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' 32 But after I 
have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee." 33 Peter answered and said to Him, "Even if all 
are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble." 34 Jesus said to him, 
"Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three 
times." 35 Peter said to Him, "Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" And so said 
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all the disciples.  Mt. 26:31-35 
Luke added one more detail to this account that renders it even more powerful. Satan is seeking 
to sift Simon like wheat. Yet Jesus has prayed and then seeks to comfort Peter with the words 
“when you have returned to me, strengthen your brethren.” What terrible and solemn, yet 
comforting words. Yet even still, Peter’s overconfidence is the foundation of his fall.  

And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as 
wheat.  32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have 
returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." 33 But he said to Him, "Lord, I am ready to go with 
You, both to prison and to death." 34 Then He said, "I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow 
this day before you will deny three times that you know Me."  Lk. 22:31-34 

Peter simply did not fully understand the darkness of the hour and the fear and trembling he 
would have to  endure. First, he ran away with all the rest. What anguish he must have felt. But 
it got worse as he evidently sought to redeem himself from this first lapse. In the midst of 
unbelievers, he denied his knowledge of Jesus first by affirmation and later with curses and 
oaths. What a jolt of shame and remorse when he saw his inner character was not enough. 

Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, "You also were with 
Jesus of Galilee." 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are 
saying." 71 And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who 
were there, "This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 But again he denied with an oath, "I 
do not know the Man!" 73 And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, "Surely 
you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you." 74 Then he began to curse and swear, 
saying, "I do not know the Man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the 
word of Jesus who had said to him, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three 
times." So he went out and wept bitterly. Mt. 26:69-75 

What agony as “the rooster crowed and the Lord turned and looked.” How little he deserved the 
name, Peter. It was after the rooster crowed and Jesus looked at him that Peter, realizing what 
he had done, “Peter went out and wept bitterly” (Lk. 22:60-62).  

Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and 
looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had said to him, 
"Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times."  62 So Peter went out and wept 
bitterly. Lk. 22:60-62 

Jesus demanded a Public Confession 
Although Peter did in fact come to himself and work to establish his brethren, Jesus was not 
through with his need to repent. He had publically denied Jesus in the presence of all His 
enemies.  Now in the presence of Jesus and the other disciples, Jesus reminded Peter of his 
words to Him before His crucifixion. First, using agape, Jesus asked if he loved Him more than 
these? Some have questioned whether the these here are the fish and returning to fishing, but 
the much more poignant and powerful reminder of his own words, even if everyone else falls, I 
will never deny you. Jesus brings these words back to Peter’s mind. Peter used the word phileo, 
instead of agape. Did this mean Peter no longer felt that he was worthy to use the word agape, 
or did he still cling to the foolish notion that phileo was the higher love? We will never know. But 
when on the third time Jesus also used the word phileo, Peter’s grief intensified and he 
expressed his faith in Jesus omniscience.  

This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the 
dead. 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to 
him, "Feed My lambs." 16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 
Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 17 
He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because 
He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; 
You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.  Jn. 21:14-17 

Peter’s Burden 
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Jesus then revealed to Peter, the violent nature of the death he would endure. This clearly 
would become a burden he would carry his entire life and every time there was a violent 
encounter with persecutors he would have to wonder if this was to be his final day. After his 
arrest along with John, the arrest and beating with the 12, the arrest with James by Herod, each 
time, Peter had an additional burden to bear.  

Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you 
wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry 
you where you do not wish."  19 This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And 
when He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me." Jn. 21:14-19 

A burden he was still carrying when he wrote his final letter.  
For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and 
are established in the present truth. 13 Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you 
up by reminding you,  14 knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ 
showed me. 15 Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things 
after my decease. 2Pet. 1:12-15 

How does a man get past such memories?  
Peter had tried to live up to the name Jesus gave but fell woefully short, again and again while 
Jesus walked the earth. A lesser man would have given up. But Peter held fast through it all and 
when the day of Pentecost came, Peter stood with the eleven and his rock like character truly 
shone. He would not bend or break even by failure. Though he did not live up to the pressure of 
following Jesus, he forced himself to do his best and never gave up. 
The path from the man he was(Simon) to the “Peter” Jesus said he would become was far more 
difficult than Peter imagined. Yet even in failure he justified his name. He did exactly as Paul 
who also had shameful memories: “forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14). Even before that denial, Jesus had already told Peter to 
forget what lay behind and reach forward to what was ahead: “when once you have turned 
again, strengthen your brothers” (Lk. 22:32).  
All of this was summed up in a prophesy that Isaiah made revealing the power and the mercy of 
the coming King of Israel. There are two terms I believe it is important for us to become familiar 
with: a bruised reed; a smoking flax. 

A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for 
truth.  Isa 42:3 

A bruised Reed 
Jacob, Judah, Moses and David all carried a staff. Some were made of reed, chosen because it 
was strong and lightweight. In the same family as bamboo, it is hollow and if one side is 
splintered(bruised), it becomes unstable. Such a staff would be very dangerous to lean upon as 
Israel found leaning on Egypt. “Look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on 
which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who 
trust in him” (Isa. 36:6). “They have been a staff of reed to the house of Israel. When they took 
hold of you with the hand, you broke and tore all their shoulders; when they leaned on you, you 
broke and made all their backs quiver” (Ezek. 29:6-7).  
A bruised reed was an unreliable staff that could snap at a crucial moment causing the one 
leaning upon it to be badly hurt. Clearly the best thing to do with a bruised reed is break it in half 
and throw it away. Many who come to Jesus are “bruised reeds.” At an important moment any of 
us can snap as Peter did at the trial. Yet Jesus knew we would be bruised reeds. Bruised long 
before he called us(Eph 2:1-8) and liable to snap at a crucial moment. Next time we feel the 
stinging shame of failing Jesus, we can quote this verse: A bruised reed he will not break. 
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A Smoking Flax 
In Israel, the source of light in the darkness was the lamp. It held oil and used a wick to burn 
brightly. The wick, made of flax, was placed in the lamp and raised or lowered for optimum light. 
In the parable of the ten virgins, the wise not only took extra oil, but when the bridegroom came 
“all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps” (Mt. 25:7). They brought trimmers because as 
the wick burned, its upper portion became charred and the light dimmed. Once charred, when 
raised to give more light, it would smolder and smoke. Even the golden lampstand had “wick-
trimmers” (Num. 4:9). A “smoking flax” was an idiom for an untrimmed lamp casting a dim light 
and irritating the eyes and nose with smoke. The best thing to do with such a lamp is put it 
out(quench).  
Who are the “smoking flaxes?” Once again Isaiah speaks of those who serve the Messiah. 
Ideally, “If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of 
light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light” and “you shine as lights in the world” 
(Lk. 11:36; Phil. 2:15-16). When we are zealous and holy the light does indeed shine brightly, 
but dims and smokes when discouraged. 
What a Savior! He is meek and lowly in heart and in him we find rest for our souls. Isaiah did not 
justify sloth or unfaithfulness. He gave hope to the weak, the immature, and even those who 
stumble in maturity. After a lifetime of hard work removing character flaws we are still bruised as 
flax we still smoke. But as a bruised reed he will not snap us and if our light should become as a 
smoking flax he will not quench us.  
While many might have given up hope on Peter, as a smoking flax or bruised reed, but the Lord 
knew better and when Pentecost came, Peter was the rock Jesus knew he could be. He was not 
perfect, all his flaws had not vanished, but he was able to stand firm and do what he knew was 
right. He trusted the Lord, was willing to do everything the Lord asked him to do, and submitted 
without question. Even after this, Peter’s life was not problem free. Though he was the apostle 
to open the door to Jew and Gentile, and stood firm while doing so(Mt 16:18-19; Acts 2:14-41; 
10; 15:7;) he later acted the part of a hypocrite. (Gal 2:11-15). Yet even after this, he went on to 
write the letters that bear his name in which it is revealed that he had then become an elder in 
the Lord’s church(I Pet 5:1-4). Those who willingly follow Peter in these things will find great 
things happening in their lives also.  
Peter’s subsequent history is recorded in Acts 1-12, before Luke shifted to Paul. In those 
chapters we read of his courage and hard work in the Lord’s cause. His initial sermons were 
recorded by Luke (Acts 2-4, 10). His work in the early church is an example to all Christians. Yet 
after the Fifteenth chapter we lose sight of him. We learn that he did leave Jerusalem and come 
to Antioch, where Paul had to rebuke him. This event had to occur either before the Jerusalem 
conference,  (Acts 15), when Paul and Barnabas were working with the church for several 
years, or soon after, because Paul was only with Barnabas for those first few years.  

Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be 
blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they 
came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13 And the 
rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with 
their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, 
I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the 
Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? Gal 2:11-15 

Yet when Paul came to Jerusalem to bring the money collected by the Gentile churches, Peter 
was not present, in fact, he is not mentioned again in the book of Acts.  
These two letters that bear his name, are the only other things we know about Peter from the 
time of his leaving Jerusalem and the time of his death. Yet, even in these we only learn a few 
things about his life. First, he is now an elder. So he has had children, raised them well, is still 
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married to his one wife that Paul described also. 
Do we have no right to take along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers 
of the Lord, and Cephas?  1Cor. 9:5-6 

His words in the final chapter words are powerful and important for us all:  
Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way 
of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing 
this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 2Pet. 
3:1-3 

His last words are also a word of warning. Although Paul’s writings are Scripture, some of his 
words are hard to be understood. Sadly yet alarmingly there will be many who will twist these 
and other words to their own destruction, just as they do other Scriptures. 

and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation — as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught 
and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 
2Pet. 3:15-16 

But we, now that we have been warned will take heed and watch for them.  
You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your 
own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2Pet. 3:17-18 

His Purpose in Writing 
The key words that summarize Peter’s first letter are hope and endurance. The epistle was 
written to exhort them and motivate them in order to help them be willing to endure the 
persecution that was coming. The book is a wonderful mixture of the privilege and honor of 
being a Christian, along with the duty and responsibilities these great blessings bring with them. 
He also speaks extensively about our hope that will keep us fixed and steadfast even under 
persecution. He also spoke of joy in the midst of sorrow, and of the practical responsibilities for 
them to shoulder. The book centers on general exhortations. I Pet 5:12 seems to sum up the 
book best of all.  

By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting 
and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. 1 Pet 5:12 

Date and Place: 
With all the traditions and proclamations of Peter being the first pope and in seeking to put in 
him Rome has led to some disagreement as to where he was.  
From the words in the letter, there is no question that a severe persecution is coming upon the 
church. Although the Jews persecuted the churches to a limited degree, Rome did not begin to 
involve itself until about 63-64. Peter’s epistle speaks of persecution as the normal lot of 
Christians which seems to place the date around 65-66 AD, which would coincide with Paul’s 
writings to Timothy and Titus and the second letter to Timothy and his subsequent death. 
Whether that death had already occurred, we have no means of knowing as nothing is 
mentioned in either letter.  
Three clues are given as the possible place of writing. First, where the letter was sent. It 
certainly appears that he has some personal knowledge of their circumstances.  

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, 1Pet. 1:1 

These provinces take in some of the area of Paul’s second and third missionary journeys. Peter 
had some knowledge of these congregations. How much from personal knowledge and how 
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much form other sources cannot now be determined.  
Second are those who saluted or greeted at the end of the letter.  

She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does Mark my son. 1Pet. 5:13 
Again, there is not enough to go on here to make a certain conclusion. It is evident that the 
church and one of Peter’s sons sends salutations to the churches written to in the letter, again, 
whether from personal knowledge or general love is impossible to determine. The basic 
question about the term “Babylon” is whether it is figurative or literal? If figurative, the conclusion 
is drawn that Peter must have been in Rome. But if Peter was in Rome he would have stood 
with Paul. There is no way he would have left Paul alone. There was a literal Babylon during the 
days of Peter, there is no compelling reason that it was not from there. All in all, there is not 
enough information to know where Peter was when he wrote the letter. In this case, curiosity 
may never be satisfied.  
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,  
As in nearly all the NT epistles the author and his authority to write such a letter are established 
at the very beginning. This phrase demands attentive ears and respectful obedience from all the 
disciples of Christ. The term apostle is used of those selected by a superior to take their 
authority to others.   

“apostolos, ... 1.  a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders... 2.  Specially applied to the 
twelve disciples whom Christ selected, out of the multitudes of his adherents to be his constant 
companions and the heralds to proclaim to men the kingdom of God...  3.  In a broader sense the 
name is transferred to other eminent Christian teachers.” (Thayer,  p.  68; 652). 

An apostle was “one sent forth with orders,” commissioned and sent forth by Jesus to bind and 
loose upon His disciples what God desired. Many Scriptures clearly present that this inhered 
within the apostleship. 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. 19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 “them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  Mt. 28:18-20 
“Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Mt. 18:18 
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, 
kings, and the children of Israel. 16 “For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My 
name’s sake.” Acts 9:15-16 

Even on the limited commission this was so. 
“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. Mt 10:40 
“He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him 
who sent Me.” Lk. 10:16 

Because this epistle was written by an apostle, it demands careful consideration by all Jesus 
disciples. These are the words that He has spoken to them. The epistles are the fulfillment of 
Jesus promise to them.  

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. John 14:26 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 “However, when He, the 
Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, 
but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. Jn 16:12-13 
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
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perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; Eph. 4:11-14 
The writings in this epistle are a combination of the things the Holy Spirit taught them and the 
things Jesus had taught them that were brought back to their remembrance, for the purpose of 
giving us access to all truth, and allowing us to observe all the things that Jesus commanded 
them. These are precious letters containing all that can now be learned about what the Lord 
expects of us.  
As Paul told those in Corinth, when an apostle writes a letter, the words are the commands of 
the Lord.  

Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? 37 If anyone 
thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you 
are the commandments of the Lord. 38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 1 Cor 14:36-
38 

To the pilgrims of the Dispersion  
We see a similar word in James. The scattering and dispersion that Peter is describing initially 
occurred with Assyria and Babylon. The idea behind this term was first used by God to describe 
what He was going to do to the Jews if they rebelled against Him. The initial prophecy stated 
that God would scatter them from one end of the earth to the other.  

“Then the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and 
there you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known-- wood and stone. 
Deut 28:64 

An additional prophecy, also given in Deuteronomy, revealed  that God would bring back those 
who were scattered. There were actually two gatherings. The first occurred when Cyrus brought 
Israel back to their land. It is probable that this passage described the first gathering and Isaiah 
later gave the prophesy about the second gathering.  

“Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which 
I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God 
drives you, 2 “and you return to the LORD your God and obey His voice, according to all that I 
command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3 “that the 
LORD your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and gather you 
again from all the nations where the LORD your God has scattered you. 4 “If any of you are driven 
out to the farthest parts under heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from 
there He will bring you. 5 “Then the LORD your God will bring you to the land which your fathers 
possessed, and you shall possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers. 6 
“And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.” Deut 30:1-6 

It was the role of the apostles and prophets along with all Christians to help fulfill the prophesy in 
Isaiah regarding a second gathering that would happen in the day that the root of Jesse (Jesus) 
became the banner of all people, including the Gentiles.  

"And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the 
Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious." 11 It shall come to pass in that 
day That the Lord shall set His hand again the second time To recover the remnant of His people 
who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From Elam and Shinar, From 
Hamath and the islands of the sea. 12 He will set up a banner for the nations, And will assemble the 
outcasts of Israel, And gather together the dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 
Isa. 11:10-12 

Since these are Gentile churches, this is clearly not speaking of Israel alone, but all those who 
were “not my people who now are my people.” They had been “dispersed,” but have not been 
gathered again in a spiritual sense, but they are still separated physically.  

“diaspora... a scattering, dispersion... in the Sept. used of the Israelites dispersed among foreign 
nations... esp of their Babylonian exile... Transferred to Christians [i.e. Jewish Christians(?)] 
scattered abroad among the Gentiles... James 1:1 sojourners far from home, in Pontus... I Pet 
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1:1...” (Thayer, p. 141; 1290) 
When Peter also adds the term pilgrim, the main idea of this scattering is that of those who live 
in a foreign country to reside by the side of the natives. But they do not assimilate into their 
culture. 

parepidemos... one who comes from a foreign country into a city or land to reside there by the side of 
the natives; hence stranger; sojourning in a strange place, a foreigner,... in the N. T. Metaph in ref. to 
heaven as the native country, one who sojourns on earth: so of Christians, I Pet. 1:1;...” (Thayer p. 
488; 3927) 
parepidemos an adjective signifying "sojourning in a strange place, away from one's own people" 
(para, "from," expressing a contrary condition, and epidemeo, "to sojourn"; demos, "a people"), is 
used of OT saints, Heb 11:13, "pilgrims" (coupled with xenos, "a foreigner"); of Christians, 1 Peter 
1:1, "sojourners (of the Dispersion)," RV; 2:11, "pilgrims" (coupled with paroikos, "an alien, 
sojourner"); the word is thus used metaphorically of those to whom Heaven is their own country, 
and who are sojourners on earth.  (Vine's Expository Dictionary NT:3927),  

They continue to be a stranger and hold to their different ways. This is an excellent term to 
capture the true feelings of a Christian who must live in this world. We cannot fashion ourselves 
according to those in this world (Rom 12:2) and we cannot love the things of this world (1Jn. 
2:15-17). This term is used three times in the Bible.  

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.  Rom. 12:1-2  
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in 
him. 16 For all that is in 
the world — the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of 
life — is not of the 
Father but is of the 
world. 17 And the world 
is passing away, and 
the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God 
abides forever.  1Jn. 
2:15-17 

As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be 
My people." 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not 
touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." 18 'I will be a Father to you,And you shall be My sons 
and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty."   1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 2 
Cor 6:16-7:1 

Twice in Peter and once in Hebrews.  
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. Heb. 11:13 
Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the 
soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, 1 Peter 2:11-12 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, 1 Peter 1:1-2 

It refers to the common attitude on the part of Christians that they have been called out of 
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darkness into the marvelous light of God’s word (1Pet. 2:9-10). As such we are no longer 
citizens in this world for our citizenship is now in heaven.  

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Phil. 3:20 
Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. Col. 3:2 

All of this is captured by Peter’s term pilgrim. All Christians much see themselves in this light for 
this is the type of people the letter is written to. The scond term is “sojourner:” 
This term captures this restoration of the Jews to Him. It also brigns the Gentiles, for once they 
are scattered and become the “not my people,” both Jew and Gentile will be called back as “my 
people” on the same footing (Hos 1:9-10; 2:23; 1Pet 2:9-10). Some want to limit this only to the 
Jews, but with the strong Gentile element in the epistle (1Pet 1:14; 2:10; 4:3), it seems better, 
especially in light of God’s prophecy in Isaiah to conclude that all Christians are sojourners and 
still dispersed out in the world.  
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  
Each of these is a province with many churches in them. John writes to the seven churches of 
Asia (Rev 1:4), and Paul writes to the churches in Galatia (Gal 1:2). We do not know how many 
were in Pontus, Cappadocia or Bithynia. These are found just above the cities Paul preached to 
on his first missionary journey. Paul attempted to go into Asia and Bithynia on the second 
journey and was forbidden(Acts 16:5-7). Several of these provinces were represented when the 
first sermon was preached by Peter (Acts 2:9).  


